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I am getting closer to completing my 1993 chaparral 18' 6" Sport Limited project I have never had a Mercruiser 3.0 in a boat before, always ran outboards. I feel like it is a small engine for the size of boat. I would like to know what i can expect, performance wise, when i finally get her on the lake, or open water Thanks for your opinions Good or bad
Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? the 3.0 is a small motor. it is great for a light cruise, however if your looking for performance, I suspect you may hit 35mph in your hull. In my 17' (actually 16.5') I hit 42 on a good day with the right prop. if you plan on water sports as well as cruising, you will need to carry two props
Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? Performance is largely a matter of expectations.. if you want to go 50mph, that's not going to happen.. if your satisfied with 35-40 then you will be pleased.. for water sports you might consider a 4 blade, you will get increased hole shot, on plane easier at mid range speeds, will handle
better at slow speed (steering wise).. I've got a 20ft cuddy with a 140hp 3.0.... pushes me up on top of the water quick.. 32mph for me,, I'm very happy with it... I personally think a 4 blade out performs (overall) 3 blade props.. MHO.. have fun with it! Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? They can run all day on a tank of
fuel. That's the major selling point. You don't buy a boat with a 3.0 if you want performance. If you're just looking for a baseline so you know if it's running right well there you go. Loaded with 450 lbs of family or one 450 1b girlfriend it's not gonna do well. Add coolers and gear, well you can see where this is going. Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance,
pros and cons, what can I expect? They can run all day on a tank of fuel. That's the major selling point. You don't buy a boat with a 3.0 if you want performance. If you're just looking for a baseline so you know if it's running right well there you go. Loaded with 450 lbs of family or one 450 Ib girlfriend it's not gonna do well. Add coolers and gear, well
you can see where this is going. cost of fuel today......3.0 is nice :joyous: that is a major selling pt for sure Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? They can run all day on a tank of fuel. That's the major selling point. You don't buy a boat with a 3.0 if you want performance. If you're just looking for a baseline so you know if
it's running right well there you go. Loaded with 450 1bs of family or one 450 1b girlfriend it's not gonna do well. Add coolers and gear, well you can see where this is going. With a 450 Lb girlfriend, you may have "bigger" issues. -E Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? Thanks for the comments I will check into an
additional prop, my wife weighs a whole lot less than 4501bs, so thats a plus Speed, i was not sure about that, in this size and length boat. The speedoo shows 80mph lol Cruising, my wife will love that, snd the fuel economy, I will like that Thanks for the input... Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? You don't buy a boat
with a 3.0 if you want performance. . 19' boat, 45 mph with 2 adults, 6 mpg, outstanding hole shot with a double cupped prop pitched right, ALL day on a tank of gas, etc, etc. To me my 3.0 gives me outstanding performance. The term is being used incorrectly. Many people today want speed, not performance. Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and
cons, what can I expect? 19' boat, 45 mph with 2 adults, 6 mpg, outstanding hole shot with a double cupped prop pitched right, ALL day on a tank of gas, etc, etc. To me my 3.0 gives me outstanding performance. The term is being used incorrectly. Many people today want speed, not performance. well said! Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and
cons, what can I expect? Speed is relative. 45 mph on a skateboard is freakin scary. 45 downhill on skis makes me curl up in a fetal position and ride down the rest of the hill like that. 45 on a slalom then swinging way outside on a turn is pretty fun. 45 in the fast lane of the freeway will get you lots of fingers, honks, and yelling. Just wave and yell back
"I'm rejoicing in the lawd glad to see ya'll rejoicing wit' me!" Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? 19' boat, 45 mph with 2 adults, 6 mpg, outstanding hole shot with a double cupped prop pitched right, ALL day on a tank of gas, etc, etc. To me my 3.0 gives me outstanding performance. The term is being used incorrectly.
Many people today want speed, not performance. that is more like what I want to hear I hope the Mercruiser will surprise me.... Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? Speed is relative. 45 mph on a skateboard is freakin scary. 45 downhill on skis makes me curl up in a fetal position and ride down the rest of the hill like
that. 45 on a slalom then swinging way outside on a turn is pretty fun. 45 in the fast lane of the freeway will get you lots of fingers, honks, and yelling. Just wave and yell back "I'm rejoicing in the lawd glad to see ya'll rejoicing wit' me!" lol....but your right.... Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? if I have my wife, myself,
and 2 other adults within weight limit, full 18gal fuel tank, all the safety gear required, 2 sandwiches, chips, drinks, all in the boat, and one adult wants to ski....can the Mercruiser 3.0, in top running condition, take on the task of pulling up that adult skier? or will I be embarrassed, and just drag that person through the water, to the bottom of the lake,
only to pop back up, and give me more than the finger lol... Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? if I have my wife, myself, and 2 other adults within weight limit, full 18gal fuel tank, all the safety gear required, 2 sandwiches, chips, drinks, all in the boat, and one adult wants to ski....can the Mercruiser 3.0, in top running
condition, take on the task of pulling up that adult skier? or will I be embarrassed, and just drag that person through the water, to the bottom of the lake, only to pop back up, and give me more than the finger lol... You'll be overloaded by 2 sandwiches, chips and drinks..... :1ol: Prop it right and you'll be just fine. I agree with the 4-blade, I have one on
my 3.0L (140HP) and it performs very well. You'll need to run the boat to see how it performs (MPH-RPM) with the current prop, if it performs well, run it... It it's doggy or not enough grunt for watersports, use your performance numbers to select a better prop. Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? You'll be overloaded
by 2 sandwiches, chips and drinks..... :1ol: Prop it right and you'll be just fine. I agree with the 4-blade, I have one on my 3.0L (140HP) and it performs very well. You'll need to run the boat to see how it performs (MPH-RPM) with the current prop, if it performs well, run it... It it's doggy or not enough grunt for watersports, use your performance
numbers to select a better prop. Darn those 2 sandwiches!!! oh well....it will be a while before I get her into the water. I think I have the original 3 blade prop, not sure what pitch ect, but I did see it has the markings on the side. I will check that out. The 4 blade prop? I have read some threads about them, never used one, but maybe I can buy a used
one? performance numbers? not sure about that one, please explain Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? Darn those 2 sandwiches!!! oh well....it will be a while before I get her into the water. I think I have the original 3 blade prop, not sure what pitch ect, but I did see it has the markings on the side. I will check that out.
The 4 blade prop? I have read some threads about them, never used one, but maybe I can buy a used one? performance numbers? not sure about that one, please explain Ayuh,... The most important is speed/ Rpms/ at Wot, normal load,.... Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? I just went out and got the prop numbers....
FCD M 14x1/2x19 Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? I just went out and got the prop numbers.... FCD M 14x1/2x19 Sounds OK. Though, the proof is in the pudding, drop the boat in the water and run it, see what kind of numbers the boat gives up, (look at the sticky at the top of the prop forum for what you need,
"numbers"). That 19P prop could be too big, too small or just right, kind of like Goldilocks and the three bears... Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? The prop size seems about right. Being a motorhead, I would run synthetic oil with less friction to get the most out of my engine. I've always wondered if they make
aftermarket rocker arms with a different ratio to provide extra lift for this motor? I thought I read this somewhere? This might be a way to get a bit more HP out of it. I wonder if they are made just like the std. small block chevy rocker arms? Page 2 Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? I've always wondered if they make
aftermarket rocker arms with a different ratio to provide extra lift for this motor? 3.0's use 1.75:1 rockers (if memory serves right) so I don't think you could get a higher ratio, or find a cheap roller rocker in that ratio. Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? I am thinking about adding a NOS bottle, lol jk...I will see what I
got once she is water ready looking forward to that day Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? Small add ons like rockers, cam, intake, exhaust are pointless. Money for nuthin. I have had small boats with 140 Mercs, they pulled skiers [not iboats friendly]. All day on a tank of gas. Last edited by a moderator: Mar 12, 2014
Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? Walt, were these your 450# girls you mentioned prior? Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? 3.0's use 1.75:1 rockers (if memory serves right) so I don't think you could get a higher ratio, ... Swapping in a higher ratio rocker ON ANY ENGINE, without
checking piston to valve clearance is asking for a problem ! IMHO, look for another boat with a 4.3L and rotten floor and stringers. Last edited: Mar 13, 2014 Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? Thanks for the comments I have been doing a lot of searching, and most folks that run the Mercruiser 3.0 are happy with it,
some not. That is to be expected, for me i love the big block v8s with through hull exhaust. I would have one, one day, but only when i can afford the fuelfor it. So for now i will continue with this project, get the bugs worked out, and enjoy... Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? Take this for what you will. I have a '94
3.0LX that does 50 mph(on GPS) with a 21.25 X 23 stainless prop. But keep in mind the vast amount of variables. Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? Take this for what you will. I have a '94 3.0LX that does 50 mph(on GPS) with a 21.25 X 23 stainless prop. But keep in mind the vast amount of variables. Thanks! Yes no
4501b single drunk girlfriends, don't carry the 2 sandwiches, use a paper cooler for cold foods and drinks, only 1/2 tank of fuel, calm water, properly tuned engine ect, ect....... Lol But seriously, i hope it works out well, if not, then i will decide on what to do from that point Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? The bottom
line is that they are great motors. Get some time with it on the water, and you will figure out what you have and if you can make it work for YOUR situation. Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? The bottom line is that they are great motors. Get some time with it on the water, and you will figure out what you have and if
you can make it work for YOUR situation. yes, I understand, and are looking forward to the first maiden voyage with me in it Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? Swapping in a higher ratio rocker ON ANY ENGINE, without checking piston to valve clearance is asking for a problem ! I didn't suggest swapping rocker
ratio's......:-facepalm: Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? I didn't suggest swapping rocker ratio's......:facepalm: I did! Checking for clearance at the valves, & covers, goes without saying! Now, on another subject, maybe you can find, & use 4" exhaust elbows on this to pick up some extra power, if they're not 4" already,
or if they even make them? Every little bit helps Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? Hi Buck. I have a 17 footer with the 3.0 and I must say, I'm very impressed. I'm running a 19 pitch stainless three blade, a Mercruiser prop, and mine jumps out of the hole, has a top speed of 40, 41 with four adults on board, and is
really inexpensive of fuel. I'm a V-8 guy myself, but for the money, I'm very pleased with the 3.0, hopefully you will be as well. Another note....this 3.0 is still in the line up for new boats...tried and true. Rick Last edited: Mar 17, 2014 Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? Hi, I haven't read the whole thread, we have an 18ft
Bowrider with the 3.0 mercruiser and it provides plenty enough power for everything we do including pulling wakeboarders from a tower, kneeboarders, tubing, just cruising. I'm not convinced of the benefits of getting anything bigger. Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? thanks for all the comments. I appreciate it. It
doesn't look like I am going to get this boat in the water anytime soon, engine gremlins still eating away at my time keep the comments coming Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? Mercruiser makes a short rubber cone/tube type exhaust to mount on the transom plate, instead of the full exhaust bellow that goes from
the plate to the drive. You can hear the engine a bit better then, and it's mellow, not loud at all. I mention this because I've used it on a boat I had, and you might get a bit more performance out of the 3.0? Last edited: Apr 1, 2014 Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? Mercruiser makes a short rubber cone/tube type
exhaust to mount on the transom plate, instead of the full exhaust bellow that goes from the plate to the drive. You can hear the engine a bit better then, and it's mellow, not loud at all. I mention this because I've used it on a boat I had, and you might get a bit more performance out of the 3.0? thanks! I did not know that...The Mercruiser sounds really
good, running out of the water, and on the ground, which I am doing until I find my Gremlin..lol Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? For what it's worth, I have a 17' bowrider with a 3.0 and it goes 35-40 with 4 adults and some kids no problem. I run a 14 1/2x19 prop on it and it pulls a two-person tube up and down the
lake with no problems as well. I find it a good balance between performance and economy. Re: mercruiser 3.0 performance, pros and cons, what can I expect? Have you thought about getting another air filter and putting double the elements in? More air in.... I have a 140 HP Mercruiser (ser.# 3129102 (1971 or 1972 ?) and the old manual said to use
a SAE 30 / API Class. MS or SD *what does the MS or SD mean? I should use a SAE 30 weight oil that is a Nondetergent type - correct? (I boat in Lake Huron (fresh water) When changing the oil, have cooling water flowing through wp, start up the engine (do I use an engine flush to help loosen up any sluge OR drain oper. temp. oil then add fresh oil,
start up to temp. and drain again ?) run engine up to opperating temp, drain oil. Change oil filter (coat of oil around sealing ring, tighten securely by hand) fill crankcase with proper amount of oil, run engine a few mins. check for oil leaks, shut down wait a few mins and check dip stick (add more oil if needed). Anything I missed or any advice? Re:
What oil to use in older Mercruiser engine.....changing engine oil Howdy, I knew if I waited long enough SOMEONE would start an oil thread!! I have a 140 HP Mercruiser (ser.# 3129102 (1971 or 1972 ?) and the old manual said to use a SAE 30 / API Class. MS or SD *what does the MS or SD mean? I should use a SAE 30 weight oil that is a
Nondetergent type - correct? 1. NEVER USE NON-DETERGENT oil in ANY thing (except maybe to lube your squeaky door!!) 2. Use what Mercruiser suggests in their current guidance. Right from mercruiser: What type of oil should I use? Can I use synthetic 0il? Engine Oil For optimum engine performance and maximum protection, use the following
oil: Application Recommended Oil All MerCruiser engines Mercury MerCruiser Full-Synthetic Engine Oil, 20W-40, NMMC FC-W rated IMPORTANT: Lubrication requirements for catalyzed engines differ from the requirements for non-catalyzed engines. Some marine-grade lubricants contain high levels of phosphorus, which can damage the catalyst
system on MerCruiser engines. Although these high-phosphorus lubricants may allow acceptable engine performance, exposure over time will damage the catalyst. Catalysts damaged by lubricants containing high levels of phosphorus may not be covered by the MerCruiser Limited Warranty. If Mercury MerCruiser Full-Synthetic, 20W-40 oils is
unavailable, use the following lubricants, listed in order of recommendation. If you are servicing a catalyst engine, use these for short periods of time only. Mercury/Quicksilver 25W-40 Synthetic Blend, NMMA FC-W-rated 4-cycle MerCruiser oil Mercury/Quicksilver 25W-40, NMMA FC-W-rated 4-cycle MerCruiser oil Other recognized brands of
NMMA FC-W-rated 4-cycle oils A good-grade, straight-weight detergent automotive oil according to the last row of the operating chart below. NOTE: We do not recommend non-detergent oils, multi-viscosity oils (other than as specified), non-FC-W-rated synthetic oils, low-quality oils, or oils that contain solid additives. This crankcase oil
recommendation supersedes all previously printed crankcase oil recommendations for MerCruiser gasoline engines. The reason for this change is to include the newer engine oils that are now available in the recommendation. Older Operation, Maintenance & Warranty manuals, Service manuals and other publications that are not regularly updated
will not be revised to show this latest engine oil recommendation. Current Operation, Maintenance & Warranty manuals, Service manuals and other service publications that receive regular updates will receive this revised recommendation the next time they are updated. Now this thread will probably morph into a "This is what I use and have never
had a problem........ "You'll find that every oil has been tried successfully. It's true. Use whatever you want. (except API SA oil [non-detergent]) what does the MS or SD mean? ( Actually it's SM/SD) It's explained in the following link. So you'll have to do a little reading..... (do I use an engine flush to help loosen up any sluge OR drain oper. temp. oil
then add fresh oil, start up to temp. and drain again ?) Oh, another "NEVER"........... NEVER flush an engine using a solvent!! It can break particles loose that could end up in an oil passage that supplies a rod or main bearing. If you starve a bearing, the results could be catastrophic!! Regards, Rick Re: What oil to use in older Mercruiser
engine.....changing engine oil +1, with one exception: non-detergent oil is great for air compressors. Re: What oil to use in older Mercruiser engine.....changing engine oil +1, with one exception: non-detergent oil is great for air compressors. That of course would depend on where the "air" is used. In some cases motor oils might be bad for a
compressor..... (breathable air compressors) Campbell Hausfeld for example DOES suggest using (their) non-detergent oil for one of their big oil lubricated compressors......... but they also allow Mobil 1 (which IS a detergent oil!!) From Campbell Hausfield operating instructions for their cast iron series compressors: Fill pump with single-viscosity,
ISO100, non-detergent, compressor oil. Use part number ST126700AV com- pressor oil or Mobil 1? 5W30 or 10W30 synthetic oil may also be used. Re: What oil to use in older Mercruiser engine.....changing engine oil I stand corrected... MY air compressor (Craftsman Professional) requires the use of non-detergent oil. I don't have any user manual
quotes to prove it though. Ladys and Gentlemen, this is the perfect example of a thread hijack! My fault! Re: What oil to use in older Mercruiser engine.....changing engine oil Ladys and Gentlemen, this is the perfect example of a thread hijack! My fault! Yeah....... No one seems to care though! Re: What oil to use in older Mercruiser engine.....changing
engine oil You have to admit.. It's been awhile.. Like a week or 2 Yeah. I was beginning to think there might be an "Oil Thread filter" that automatically moved them to the "Oil Thread Forum!!" Re: What oil to use in older Mercruiser engine.....changing engine oil Go to the last page of this forum, and look at the posts on the bottom of the list. Re: What
oil to use in older Mercruiser engine.....changing engine oil 2 exceptions: I have a moped that uses non-detergent in the tranny. Re: What oil to use in older Mercruiser engine.....changing engine oil You can also run a 30 weight diesel grade oil and be fine, most boating is not done in cold temperatures and a standard 30 weight is ok. My new engine
manual says SAE 30 for temps below 70deg., this is a 2007 manual that came with my factory new 3.0L. I run chevron delo 400 SAE 30. Re: What oil to use in older Mercruiser engine.....changing engine oil I always like the MerCrusier (actually Quicksilver) 25-40 motoroil. I felt it gave a thinner viscosity(SAE 25) for those cold weather starts plus the
SAE 40 weight protection for warm weather and warm motors. Re: What oil to use in older Mercruiser engine.....changing engine oil Thanks to all who g/a here!!! MANY problems solved in one quick reading of your threads! I am looking to purchase and older boat that has a Mercruiser 165 6¢yl. engine. Are these generally good engines? Any
particular strengths and weaknesses? The boat is 18'7" tri-hull cuddy and approx. 2500 lbs. It will be a fishing boat and occasionally tow a tube or wakeboard. Any thoughts would be appreciated. Thanks. Re: Mercruiser 165 6 Cyl. Good, Bad, Okay? Whenever I look at older boats for a project, I'm always happy if they're a 140, 160 or 165. Maybe it's
because they're simple...who knows. But the consensus I've read around here is that the engine is very reliable. I have one in a 69 model boat and it runs great. Re: Mercruiser 165 6 Cyl. Good, Bad, Okay? I had a 165 for about 8 years and yes, they are quite reliable. The only thing to make sure is that the manifold water reversing kit is installed. If it
doesn't then put it on before the manifold gets cracked, particularly if you plan on doing any water sports (skiing, tubing ect). Another thing I would recommend is the put electronic ignition on it. Points were ok in their day, but.... go electronic. And last but by no means least, and this applies to all I/Os, is the exhaust elbow. They have a lifespan of
about 5-7 years and when they fail, they fill cylinders with water Replace it when you buy the boat, it's cheap insurance, and go genuine, the after-market ones last about half the time. Chris........... Re: Mercruiser 165 6 Cyl. Good, Bad, Okay? Guys, thank you very much for the input. I agree about the electronic ignition and I will take your advice with
the other items as well if I get it. I am assuming it will have adequate power for a boat this size. I don't need anything spectacular, but would like to be able to get on plane and cruise at 25-30 mph or so with a full load. It seems like it would be a nice little motor and more fuel efficient than a V-8. I am trolling the vast majority of the time so quiet and
smooth running are also important to me. Thanks again!! Re: Mercruiser 165 6 Cyl. Good, Bad, Okay? My 165 was in a 20' Bertram Bahia Mar (cuddy) that weighs around 4,0001b and she would do 34mph at WOT. Just remember you're buying more than the engine, make sure everything with the leg and transom plates are ok too, otherwise you'll
have your hand in your pocket more often than you would like . I also ran a prop that allowed the engine to spin at 4300rpm at WOT. These engines hate being over propped. Chris......... Re: Mercruiser 165 6 Cyl. Good, Bad, Okay? Sounds perfect. Thanks for the input - I really appreciate it as I've never been around this engine. Re: Mercruiser 165 6
Cyl. Good, Bad, Okay? That engine (GM 250ci) is a great engine, very smooth, you'll love it! Re: Mercruiser 165 6 Cyl. Good, Bad, Okay? That family of engines from the 60's to the 90's or so was probably the best inline 6's ever built. ( 230/250/292 I-6 ) They were perfect for a stern drive. Mine was a 1966 Mark Twain, 150hp (230 cu-in), Mercruiser
#1 drive. Dad bought it new and we ran it from 1966 - 2005. It never had the head off and the coupler lasted 38 years. The hr meter broke in the 80's at around 1500hrs. The only reason I sold the boat was to get a larger boat! I told the guy that bought it, that if he ever wanted to sell the boat I'd buy it back from him!! Cheers, Rick Re: Mercruiser 165
6 Cyl. Good, Bad, Okay? That's a great story! This boat is a major upgrade for me in size and power. I plan to keep it for many years so it sounds like this engine will be a winner provided it's in good shape of course. I baby my equipment also so it should last me a lifetime. Thanks again for all of the input. I am getting excited to get this boat!! Re:
Mercruiser 165 6 Cyl. Good, Bad, Okay? provided it's in good shape do a compression test on the engine, from memory, 140 is spec, min is a 100. range of all cyl. within 20psi + pressure test the drive to 15 psi. it should hold it....... a long time...... i'll agree with everyone else. it's a good engine, great durablity, as easy as it gets to service ..... ilike mine
too..... when i was a kid our 165hp in a 25001b trihull did 40ish..... i was more than happy that the boat i got to replace it had the same engine in it..... my second 165hp mercruiser..... good luck with yer adventure........ Re: Mercruiser 165 6 Cyl. Good, Bad, Okay? I own A 1969 19 1/2 Dorsett with the 250 160 hp inline six. Rebuilt the boat this summer
plus the engine. Man this old heavy fishing boat is sweet in the ocean and river. Engine uses very littel fuel. And they last for years if you take good care of them. I found all new parts off the web to rebuild everything. It runs out at 43 mph @4300 rpm wot. Good luck with yours Carl Re: Mercruiser 165 6 Cyl. Good, Bad, Okay? 6 in a row can go (great
engines) - my dad had 1 in a 19'er back in the 70's, only problem we ever had was the ignition coil went bad. It would be erratic when hot and we had to run awhile, let it rest, run, rest. Finally made it back in. Re: Mercruiser 165 6 Cyl. Good, Bad, Okay? Hello All, Im new here jsut bought a 1972 Four winns 19 ft with a mercruiser in it. its says 165 on
it, but has no other identifying numbers or tags. im downloading a manaul for all motors from 60 something to 73. this is my first boat.The engine turns but the previous owner thinks the crank is shot in it. i have a few questions maybe someone can help with: 1. if i post a pic of it here does anyone think they can identify the engine 100% or can you
just tell from the 1657 2. and does anyone know where i can get parts for this engine? thanks in advance and i look foward to becoming a active member on this forum thanks DAve Re: Mercruiser 165 6 Cyl. Good, Bad, Okay? dave, ya should probably start yerself a new thread so folks can see your question, not someone elses.. i had an unknown 165
in my last boat. probably a truck engine. i just used service manual #1 also. seemed to suffice. the 165, L6's, internally seem to be mostly the same. look for your serial number above the starter. a mercruiser tag. fyi, drive s/n is on the 165 sticker on the mercruiser sticker. also stamped into the drive under the sticker. i think port side. parts for your
165 can be obtained at your local mercruiser dealer, or here at iboats, or many other places on the www. dougrussell, bam, many others.... and i look foward to becoming a active member on this forum yer gonna love it here. many knowledgeable folks frequent the fourm..... welcome. Re: Mercruiser 165 6 Cyl. Good, Bad, Okay? Hey, that's a great
engine, had one in my old 18' Wellcraft airslot trihull, had to rebuild it to specs (it was siezed originally), it did 45mph, and only sipped gas, sorry I don't still have it. Re: Mercruiser 165 6 Cyl. Good, Bad, Okay? Hello All, Im new here jsut bought a 1972 Four winns 19 ft with a mercruiser in it. its says 165 on it, but has no other identifying numbers or
tags. im downloading a manaul for all motors from 60 something to 73. this is my first boat.The engine turns but the previous owner thinks the crank is shot in it. i have a few questions maybe someone can help with: 1. if i post a pic of it here does anyone think they can identify the engine 100% or can you just tell from the 165? 2. and does anyone
know where i can get parts for this engine? thanks in advance and i look foward to becoming a active member on this forum thanks DAve Chances are it is the 250 cu in/165hp 2bbl carb version, of the original Chevy 250/150hp 1bbl truck, and 70' Chevy 2 Nova engine I had. Re: Mercruiser 165 6 Cyl. Good, Bad, Okay? I had a 165 for about 8 years
and yes, they are quite reliable. The only thing to make sure is that the manifold water reversing kit is installed. If it doesn't then put it on before the manifold gets cracked, particularly if you plan on doing any water sports (skiing, tubing ect). Another thing I would recommend is the put electronic ignition on it. Points were ok in their day, but.... go
electronic. And last but by no means least, and this applies to all I/Os, is the exhaust elbow. They have a lifespan of about 5-7 years and when they fail, they fill cylinders with water Replace it when you buy the boat, it's cheap insurance, and go genuine, the after-market ones last about half the time. Chris........... What is this manifold water reversing
kit you speak of? I bought a 76 Apollo with the Merc 165 straight six last year and am slowly restoring it. It does a little bit of everything from no wake speed putting along fishing to cruising to water sports. I'm looking for every upgrade to make it as reliable as possible. Electronic ignition is definitely on my list. Going to be doing a lot of work to it
before next season. Where can I find engine spec, especially bore and stroke for Mercreuiser 470. Any hot rod information? Engine is 1/2 Ford 460, head, rods, pistons. Building up race engine. Any help, thank you. Re: Mercruiser 470 Engine Spec and Mods Most 470 owners are just happy if it keeps running It is a real bad pick for a HP motor
Tommays Re: Mercruiser 470 Engine Spec and Mods First step would be to hang a FOR SALE sign on the boat..... 470 Race Engine, that's hillarious !!!!! Re: Mercruiser 470 Engine Spec and Mods Most 470 owners are just happy if it keeps running......... 470 Race Engine, that's hillarious !!!!! Ayuh,............... I'd say you're Doomed to Failure before you
even Start............coeeeenis Re: Mercruiser 470 Engine Spec and Mods Best laugh I had all day!! Thanks Re: Mercruiser 470 Engine Spec and Mods I'd save your money & buy into another motor/boat combo, on paper the motor looks like a real go getter, but in reality, it idled rough, it more than likely will have a head sealing issue, and the seal in the
cam area will leak, altho there is a kit to fix it, also the charging system was ... well a joke, and some parts from Mercusier are no longer being produced .... I'm assuming a hot-rod engine in a boat, or are you planing to drop the motor in a car? Re: Mercruiser 470 Engine Spec and Mods I have that engine in my boat and I guess I am one of the lucky
ones. Re: Mercruiser 470 Engine Spec and Mods OK, let me back up just a little. The engine will not be in a boat but in a street roadster to drag race in a 4 cylinder class. So it will not be a total race set up. At present collecting pieces. Eldebrock Alum head, 460 Header (one side), Keith Black pistons 10.0: 1 cr. Homebrew EFI system. Crank gridle.
Electric water pump. By replacing the 460 rods(2.6" big end) with BBC tall block Rods (2.20" big end) can offset grind crank to increase stroke. Kaas developer of the ProStock Ford heads used this engine as a test mule for head developement.There is a rumor of a dyno run just short of 600hp. I looking for 360 to 400 hp. in a 1600 Ibs car. Re:
Mercruiser 470 Engine Spec and Mods I've got the manual here and will scan the specs and post the link to them in a little while. Re: Mercruiser 470 Engine Spec and Mods Ok, here are the links to them. Save them and let me know when you have them. They take up a lot of space I don't really have to spare. EDIT: You never came back for the info,
they are gone now. Re: Mercruiser 470 Engine Spec and Mods So after reading this little thread, I am thinkg I dont really want to ask the following questions for my buddy, and tell him to sell the boat he just got, but I need to know a few things to make sure he doesnt blow the thing up faster then it is going to. So he had to pull the water pump and
replace the seals in it yesterday. When we got what I said was the magneto and they were calling the harmonic ballancer out, we figured out it was a magneto. The bat was converted from the magneto to a altinator and the magnets were left on the pully thing. When we got it off, all the magnets were busted up and just stuck where ever they lay. He
was told by the guy that had the boat before that they did not matter any more becouse the boat was internally ballanced. So my question are- Is the magneto part of the harmonic ballancer? If not, can the magnets be removed and cause no change to the function of the motor? If I can get a quick responce on this that would be awsome. He is wanting
to take the thing out today, but I dont want the motor to go to @#%$ if it is not right, and have him fix it the correct way. Thanks much - Happy boating - Re: Mercruiser 470 Engine Spec and Mods Howdy, I strongly suggest that you start another thread instead of tagging on to a 3 year old one. This one is pretty much DEAD! (I know you probably
didn't notice it. I've been caught on old threads before too.) Start a new thread on your question and put on your armor. The 470/3.7L Mercruiser usually brings out the big guns on both "sides"! Cheers, Rick Re: Mercruiser 470 Engine Spec and Mods Thanks, I didnt notice. I am a little distracted today. Thanks again. get the manual it has all the specs
for the motor it is printed by Seloc Publications number ISBN 0-89330-005-5 Mercruiser stern drive 1964 - 1982. It is a good motor and strong like anything else if you take care it will take care of you. Mine runs like a champ. Hi Guys, Ive done a bit of a search and even though there is a fair bit of info on power steering, im having a bit of trouble
working out whats wrong with mine. It feels as if there is just simply no power steering at all. If i turn the wheel as fast as i can, i almost get the sensation that it actually improves (or works a little bit), but then just goes back to not operating at all. THe steering is heavy, but doesnt feel like its catching on anything. The steering feels precisely the
same wether the engine is running or not. I hear no evidence of the pump loading up as i turn from lock to lock. The boat is currently on a trailer in my driveway. First off, the boat is a 2001 Whittley Cruisemaster. It is running a 350 MPI Magnum Mercruiser, with a Bravo 3. I'm fairly handy mechanically, so im trying to diagnose / fix this myself. As far
as i see it, there are a few critical components to the power steering: 1) A freely moving helm steering mechanism. 2) A freely moving and non binding steering cable from the helm down to the actuator. 3) A freely moving outdrive leg. 4) A freely flowing fluid system (including the power steering fluid cooler) 5) A good condition and appropriately
tensioned serpentine (or V) belt driving the pump. 6) A well maintained and operational power steering pump. 7) A working and operational power steering actuator. So, these are the points I am focusing on as i try to diagnose my power steering issue. This is what i have done so far. 1) I have disconnected the steering cable at the helm end, and have
confirmed that the steering wheel turn completely freely. A flick with one finger will spin it no problems. I have assumed this is not the cause. 2) I reconnected the steering cable at the helm, and disconnected it at the actuator end. The steering wheel still moved freely, and I am easily able to turn it with one finger. I have assumed this is not the issue.
3) I have disconnected the actuator from the outdrive leg, and then manually moved the leg left to right outside the boat. The leg moves extremely freely with no binding or grinding at all. The action is very smooth and takes little effort. I have assumed this is not the issue. 4) I have removed all power steering hoses, and have removed the steering
fluid cooler. I can easily blow both air and fluid through all components with no issues. No big lumps or blobs came out of any of these components. I have assume there is no blockage or restriction in the flow. 5) My belt is in good condition, and is nice and tight. Not really to much to this one. But i have confirmed the belt is snug. No other
components are slipping. Raw water pump pumps well. and the alternator is charging without issues with no fluctuations in voltage. 6) The pump is the thing i suspected from the get go, so i borrowed a pump off a mate of mine and have installed that. It made no difference whatsoever. He assures me it was working fine when he got it. It has been
sitting in his garage for the better part of about 12 months, with fluid in it. Given everything I have tested above, im wondering if this pump is faulty as well. 7) I have removed the actuator, and have played around with it a bit trying to understand the action. If i attempt to pull the steering rod up and down while the control valve is in the neutral
position, it has resistance. Obviously it moves a little, but returns to its original location when i get go. If i move the control valve in either direction, I can move the steering arm freely. Here is a video of me operating the actuator manually. I dont know alot about these, but following the flow diagrams in the mercruiser manual i have (images of pages
attached), it appears as though the action i am seeing when i operated it, is consistent with the diagrams. So, thats where i am at. These are my questions. 1) By me operating the actuator manually as shown, am i really proving anything?. I know im proving that when the control valve moves in either direction, it allows me to move the steering rod
freely. Is this enough to suggest that the actuator is working correctly?. Is there any way i can test it further?. I was thinking of trying it with compressed air. 2) Have i proven adequately that the steering cable is working properly?. I did not have anyone holding or loading the cable when it was disconnected. The thing that makes me think the cable is
OK is the clinical evidence that when i run the enigne and turn the wheel quickly form left to right, i do feel "spurts" of the steering working. I would have thought if the cable was binding, it would not momentarily "free up" like this. 3) Even though ive put a different pump in, and even though that pump was allegedly working fine. What do people
think about the likelihood of me having another faulty pump. I know as well as the next bloke it "could" be faulty, but based on everything else in this thread........ what do people think? Does anyone else have any other suggestions as to what or how i might test further? Many thanks, Dave Hi, Could someone please tell me how I can replace the tilt
trim switch in a Mercuiser throttle handle? Even dis-assebly steps would be appreciated. Thanks First off you need to Make sure the problem is the switch. The vast majority of time when the trim does not work it is the trim limit on the outdrive that is the problem. Does the "trailer" switch work? If it does you will want to bypass the trim limit to check
the trim switch. Go to the stern and look for two black wires coming through the transom, one going into a connector with a purple/white wire, the other into a terminal with 2 blue/white wires. Unplug and jumper between the two connectors with a short piece of wire. Try the trim switch, if it works your trim switch is OK, and you have a bad trim
limit switch or wiring. If it is the switch, posting a picture of the throttle control would be good as there are a few different models. For the Quicksilver Commander 3000, push the throttle only button in and push the throttle handle forward. You can then pull the throttle only button out. You may need a small screwdriver to pop it out. Remove the nut
inside and pull the handle off. You can then unplug the handle from the panel. Remove the lower Philips head screw near the bottom of the handle to remove the release handle and spring. Under the release handle is another Philips head screw to remove. This will allow you to separate the two halves of the handle. You can then remove the trim
switch. I had an issue with the trim switch on my Quicksilver control, in that it was a bit "hit and miss", due I suppose to wear/age and it's rather lightweight construction. So, as part of a refurb, I replaced it with a heavier duty, two position momentary rocker switch, mounted on the dash. It's easily accessible and just meant drawing the switch wires
down through the throttle handle and re-routing them. The new switch works fine and any future replacement would be less fiddly and more straightforward. Just a thought........... as others have said, your assuming the switch on the throttle is bad when in fact the solenoid switch or both ( up/down) located on the trim pump housing at the stern might
be bad... or the trim pump itself might be toast.. test the pump by manually jumping wires from your battery directly to the trim pump switches, there's two of them,, after you have grounded, touch pos wire to blue- "sky" usually operates trim up, then same for green, "grass" ie- down, usually will lower the unit.... if both work, then u know the pump is
good... if you have gotten that far, then thouroughly clean your exsisting connections, it might work just fine... gunk and corrosion wont allow electrical charges to pass very well, after clean up if no go, then someplace between the pump and the throttle might have a bad wire.. or connection at throttle might be bad.. good luck. Stony gave u the best
advise thus far,, IMHO, start there.... id bet in most cases something is loose... Last edited: Dec 16, 2016 The switch in the handle would be for trim only and not tilt and since you didn't say tilt is not working I would not thing the switch is the first thing to look at. You can bypass the trim limit switch on the drive and try then. If it works you know that
is the problem. I would not be moving any switches around either. It is nice to have the trim on the handle so I can throttle up while trimming at the same time and keep the other hand on the wheel. If you have a Quicksilver Commander let me know by PM. I can email you the manual. As others have said first make sure it is the handle that is the
problem. Does it look like this: Last edited: Dec 17, 2016 as others have said, your assuming the switch on the throttle is bad when in fact the solenoid switch or both ( up/down) located on the trim pump housing at the stern might be bad... or the trim pump itself might be toast.. test the pump by manually jumping wires from your battery directly to
the trim pump switches, there's two of them,, after you have grounded, touch pos wire to blue- "sky" usually operates trim up, then same for green, "grass" ie- down, usually will lower the unit.... if both work, then u know the pump is good... if you have gotten that far, then thouroughly clean your exsisting connections, it might work just fine... gunk
and corrosion wont allow electrical charges to pass very well, after clean up if no go, then someplace between the pump and the throttle might have a bad wire.. or connection at throttle might be bad.. good luck. Stony gave u the best advise thus far,, IMHO, start there.... id bet in most cases something is loose... I take on board what you're saying. In
my case, the throttle control is the chrome type quicksilver model, with the switch mounted in a recess on top of the handle. I had already replaced the original solenoids which were sticking and checked all connections and associated components. The little rocker switch was very obviously worn with no clearly defined contact being made. I shorted
out the switch and everything worked perfectly, so a new switch was called for. I felt the initial design, with the switch sitting down in it's little well, was leaving it open to water ingress, so for that reason, a heavier duty switch, relocated seemed to be the obvious answer. The new switch is easily accessible for operation and maintenance. It works fine
for me, but each to their own. just my experience. Thanks for the input. If you have a Quicksilver Commander let me know by PM. I can email you the manual. As others have said first make sure it is the handle that is the problem. Does it look like this: Dave, I know this is an old thread but I have the exact same remote and the trim rocker switch is
loose. Even a small wave bounce can trigger it to start to trim down. I'm trying to find a direct replacement or just a new switch but I'm not sure what model this is. Any chance you know? Thanks, Robert I'm putting new Sierra trim limit and trim sender switches on my 1986 Mercruiser 140, outdrive S.N. A477211, transom assembly S.N. A504155.
The new switches do not have any color coding on them to tell me which connections go where. I assume one wire from each switch goes to ground and the other wire from each switch goes to the two connectors that the original switch wires went to. I connected the two "hot" wires and the "up" trim switch did not work. The "down" switch worked. I
reversed the "hot" wires and the same thing happened. The trailer switch worked in both scenarios. The manual does not show my switch configuration. I have a single up/down switch on the shifter and below that on the handle is the trailer switch. How can I figure out which hot wire goes where? Re: Mercruiser trim/tilt wiring the trim sender should
have one female and one male bullet connector so those will be pretty straightforward some older ones will have ring terminals, if this is the case you need to try them both ways 50/50 shot there the trim limit will have two male bullet connectors and it dosen't matter which way they go, and niether of those go to ground, they go to the purple and
blue wires in the trim pump wiring assy once installed and connected you will have to set both the sender and the limit switch Re: Mercruiser trim/tilt wiring For the trim limit switch, look for connectors with a purple/white wire and two blue/white wires. Polarity is not important. Adjust the TL switch to give a measurement of 21 3/4 inches (+- 1/4
inch) center to center on the trim cylinder bolts. Re: Mercruiser trim/tilt wiring Thanks for the help, but now that I've connected the trim limit wires to the purple and blue wires, I still have the same problem as mentioned in my original post. Additional info: My blue/white wire has a tan/white wire in the same connector. Is this normal? Also, I only
have the two empty connectors, which are now occupied by the trim limit switch wires. Where does the other, non-ground, wire from the trim sender go? Re: Mercruiser trim/tilt wiring Need to take a step back here: trim limit first: The trim limit switch shuts off power to the up trim if the outdrive is raised up too high, so lower the outdrive all the
way down and try it. If you have a multimeter check the resistance of the trim limit wires with the outdrive down, should be 0 ohms. Back to the b/w wires, one comes from the trailer switch, the other goes to the up solenoid for the trim pump. We know that works. The p/w wire comes from the trim up switch and goes through the trim limit switch
back out to the b/w wire to solenoid. If the trim up does not work with the outdrive down, try this: disconnect the trim limit wires and jumper between the p/w connector and the b/w connector the trim up button should work. If it does your control switch is OK and your trim limit switch is WAY out of adjustment. Come back if you have a problem. Re:
Mercruiser trim/tilt wiring For the position sender, the diagram shows one side to ground, and the other side to a brown/white wire, that goes to the connector, and on up to the trim gauge. Look on the back of the gauge and see if there is a br/w wire there. Re: Mercruiser trim/tilt wiring Thanks Terry, You were right about the trim limit switch. I
adjusted it and now the tilt up switch works. I still don't know where the two trim sender wires go. One to ground I assume. The other...? Re: Mercruiser trim/tilt wiring There is no brown/white wire on the back of the gauge. Besides ground and the light, there is a solid purple and a purple/white wire. The p/w wire goes to the back, but currently has
one of the trim limit wires plugged in to it. I don't seem to have an empty wire for the trim sender wire to plug in to. Re: Mercruiser trim/tilt wiring Terry, I just wanted to thank you for your advice and suggestions. I found a brn/wht wire at the back of the boat that was grounded. I disconnected it from grnd. and plugged the trim sender switch into it.
Everything works now. I don't know where that wire goes or comes from, but since the sender works, I'm happy. Thanks again, Ron Re: Mercruiser trim/tilt wiring Glad to be of some help. Re: Mercruiser trim/tilt wiring having similar problem, thanks for sharing experience I am tentatively looking at a 1977 boat with a mercruiser 188. Is this a 302
ford engine? I assume outdrive is a pre alpha geared for the 188 hp engine. this is in a 25' starcraft, so boat is about 3,000 lbs loaded. Hp should be ok. I have a 21' starcraft with a 140hp right now and I am ok with the top end speed. Re: what is a mercruiser 188 Yes, it's a Ford 302 v8. Re: what is a mercruiser 188 I am tentatively looking at a 1977
boat with a mercruiser 188. Is this a 302 ford engine? I assume outdrive is a pre alpha geared for the 188 hp engine. this is in a 25' starcraft, so boat is about 3,000 lbs loaded. Hp should be ok. I have a 21' starcraft with a 140hp right now and I am ok with the top end speed. With a 2 bbl carb. The drive is not a 'pre-alpha' (Merc never made a 'pre-
alpha'), it's a Mercruiser-1 drive, or MC-1 for short.... The correct ratio for the 888 was 1.50:1... Chris...... Re: what is a mercruiser 188 This is not a trouble free motor.Plenty of issues including a troublesome charging system,disimilar metals,hard to get parts.Will have a catastrophic failure faster than just about any other motor. This is how it was
explained to me when looking at a boat with twins of this type that were practically new.I ultimately opted for the same boat with twin v8 mercruisers.Charlie Re: what is a mercruiser 188 ~~ " Sir, you are confused. You're thinking of the mercruiser 470, 170, 180 series engines, the big 3.7 liter 4-cylinder. It does have all the problems you list.
HOWEVER, the original question was about a Mercruiser 188, which is a V8 Ford sterndrive and is not plagued with the problems you have listed. No need to give inaccurate information, no offense to you intended, just trying to clear it up for the original poster. Re: what is a mercruiser 188 This is not a trouble free motor.Plenty of issues including a
troublesome charging system,disimilar metals,hard to get parts.Will have a catastrophic failure faster than just about any other motor... I think you are talking about a 470 - aluminum 4cyl with an iron ford 460 head. This is a 302 ford, and while some parts can be harder to get and cost more, it is no more prone to "catastrophic failure" than any other
engine.... Re: what is a mercruiser 188 looks like 500 types faster.... Re: what is a mercruiser 188 Yes 180 you are correct.thanks for the correction. 500 take a chill pill and show some respect in the future! Charlie Re: what is a mercruiser 188 That 888 is a good setup. If it has been well maintained you can expect a long happy relationship! I have one
and really like the old girl. i have a 1980 wellcraft sunhatch with a Mercruiser ford 302 188hp some wire off the motor and not sure where they go can someone help me with the wiring harness diagram i have a 1980 wellcraft sunhatch with a Mercruiser ford 302 188hp some wire off the motor and not sure where they go can someone help me with
the wiring harness diagram Start a topic about your Mercruiser and ask again there. Sorry if this has been already covered in the past but I have not been able to find solid confirmation to find out what generation my Drive is. My serial number is OC312462 and it's a 1988 5.7 Mercruiser it's attached to. That's An Alpha One. Not Gen II.... Okay, so I
am clear, this Stern drive is an Alpha, not an Alpha 1? From what I have been reading it seems there is an Alpha first generation and a second generation. When I order parts for this I want to get the correct ones and from what I have been reading the first generation parts are not compatible with the second generation and vice versa. I want to order
a impeller rebuild kit, new gaskets and change the bellows and shift cable and install them over the winter while I have the drive off the boat for the winter and all the parts I have looked at are specifying Generation 1 or 2 I want to get the right stuff the first time I order...no where I look does anyone ask for a serial number,the question always seems
to be what generation is the drive. also my motor s/n is B908486 No... It's an 'Alpha One'... but not an 'Alpha One Gen II' History of 'Alpha’' style drive from Mercruiser (brief) 1967-1982 - Mercruiser 'One' Drive (MC-1 for short) 1983-1984 - Mercruiser 'R' drive (for 'Revised') 1985 Mercruiser 'MR' drive (for 'Major revision') 1986-1991 - Mercruiser
'Alpha One' 1991-current Mercruiser 'Alpha One Generation II' drive Also, there is no 'Gen I', just 'Alpha One' and 'Alpha One Gen II'.... I guess by definition if the later is called 'Gen II' that would make the one before it a 'Gen I', but it was never called 'Gen I'... I guess at the time they didn't know they there would be a 'Gen II'... Hope that makes
sense... There is also a wealth of information (including all this) in the stickies section, including pictures of the various different drives and how to tell them apart. Check it out. Chris... Just re-read your post. Yes, some shops :facepalm: do call anything that is not Gen II, Gen I... It's wrong, but hey, they call anything prior to 1983 'Pre-Alpha’... That
REALLY gets my goat!!! . (Read from HERE down) Last edited: Dec 1, 2014 Thanks. I figured it would be a Alpha one "first generation" specifically based on the vintage (1988) Thanks for the help..I am new to Boats but not new to Mechanics and Electronics repair. Great forum...I have browsed for other answers and got what I needed. Thanks again
guys. Thanks. I figured it would be a Alpha one "first generation" specifically based on the vintage (1988) Thanks for the help..I am new to Boats but not new to Mechanics and Electronics repair. Great forum...I have browsed for other answers and got what I needed. Thanks again guys. Ayubh,..... Welcome Aboard,.... Have ya been into Don'S Adults
Only section yet,..... There's a wealth of Info in there, includin' a description of the Alpha series of drives, with pictures,... Last edited: Dec 1, 2014 Ayubh,..... Welcome Aboard,.... Have ya been into Don'S Adults Only section yet,..... There's a wealth of Info in there, includin' a description of the Alpha series of drives, with pictures,... Has there been an
update to this in a while? My serial number is not covered in his posts. Has there been an update to this in a while? My serial number is not covered in his posts. Please start a thread of your own. Forum rules are no posting to threads older than 90 days, unless you are the OP posting an update.. Chris. iboats mod team Has anyone out there cross
referenced the mercruiser 4.3 oil filter to a reg. automotive 4.3 GM engine oil filter, so I can grab one from the shelf on the next shopping trip? Year is an "06" Also, I have a couple other questions since I'm asking. First, the timing sticker fell off after a couple weeks ( a little sticky backed paper, barely sticks). Will they be able to time it when the time
comes? Lastly, where do you find the P/S cooler and why doesn't the owners manual mention about draining that in the winterizing section? (freshwater) Thank you for any answers. Re: oil filter cross reference 4.3 mercruiser You haven't given enough information to answer any of your questions, is it carbed or MP], is it remote oli filter or on the
block. You sure it has power steering, or just hydraulic steering. Also, Merc doesn't go by year on anything after 98, only by serial number. So if you can post your sn, then maybe you can get some help. Depending on what you have, you may not need to time it, so that sticker doesn't really matter. Re: oil filter cross reference 4.3 mercruiser First.....I
loved the step by step winterizing, Don!! I printed it and I've winterized my 3.0 for 15 years. Info, it's carbed, oil filter on the block and it's power steering like you'd find in the car. S/N..... 0W354593 [ wish I had the EFI....$$$$ Re: oil filter cross reference 4.3 mercruiser I don't think my reply made it....I'll try again. It's carbed, w/filter on the block
and it has power steering w/pump run by the belt like in a car. s/n... OW354593 Nice post for simple step by step instructions to winterizing! Long overdue for someone to take the time and inniative to write it down for everyone in nice simple steps. Much appreciated here! Re: oil filter cross reference 4.3 mercruiser Look on the back of your engine
just above the flywheel housing, you should find your PS cooler. It probably sits at an angle and drains automatically when one of those blue drain plugs is removed. I really don't recommend anyone winterize an engine if they don't know where things are located or how the system works without being shown by someone that knows. Such as a
Mercruiser tech. I've never seen a carbed 4.3 Merc yet, but would bet you dinner that within a couple of minutes of looking at your engine, I could tell you everything about it. But, I work on them for a living, and I don't memorize every engine and drive configuration and there are lots of them for the same engine. If you happen to have an advance
type timing light, you don't really need anything but the 0° TDC mark and that one is cut into the vibration dampner, and the notch in the timing chain cover is also 0. Since you have Thunderbolt V ignition, you do have to set timing IF the distributor is distrubed, but since you don't have points, it shouldn't need to be adjusted. If you do, it has to be
put into base timing mode to set timing (and adjust the carb, so be careful). You can order the timing decals, they are part number 37-864250 and cost less than a buck. Re: oil filter cross reference 4.3 mercruiser Thanks Don!!! I've been wondering where that P/S cooler is..... As for the rinky dink sticker they stick on the engine for the timing, I
figured they must have someway of doing it if needed, but I just wanted to check for piece of mind or be calling MerCruiser. As for what's under the distributor, I'm not looking til it's time to cross that bridge. Points or electonic...... electonic I imagine, but I've been winterizing my 3.0 for 15 years and I'm kind of use to it and its points. I'm pretty sure
about it being carbed because as an option, I think the EFI is 220HP vs. 190HP and $2000-$4000 more in money. But then again, if your working on these..... I would have to think I have something backwards. But most importantly, I'm looking for a cross reference on the quicksilver oil filter so I don't have to make a special trip to a dealership for it. I



plan to use SAE 40 oil and all the simple things for me. Then again in Wisc., you only have five decent months for fishing and three for boating. So in those 12 weeks you have almost every little town holding a festival and, weddings etc. Your lucky to use a boat 6 weekends a year and I can't go to overboard for 12 of 365 days. Anyways, thanks for your
time and patience!!! Re: oil filter cross reference 4.3 mercruiser As for what's under the distributor, I'm not looking til it's time to cross that bridge. Points or electonic...... The Thunderbolt V ignition IS what you have, and it is electronic. Mercruiser has never used points in a V6 and hasn't used points in even the 4 cylinder engines since the early to
mid 80's. As far as the oil filter, the standard GM 4.3 oil filter will fit, and no, I don't have a cross reference number for every filter out there. Just ask for a 4.3 filter wherever you go. Re: oil filter cross reference 4.3 mercruiser if your oil filter is quicksilver #41815 or 35-802884Q which on the late model GM 4.3L is 18mm x 1.5 thread, 2.625" o-ring
diameter then these should fit: short length 4.25" filter (oem): Sierra 18-7879 Aquapower 6004 K&N HP2001 AMSOQOil SDF23 ACdelco PF51, 52 Napa 1036, 1040, 1190, 1340, 1387 wix 51036, 51040, 51190, 51340, 51387 Motorcraft FL-402 Purolator PER111, 112, 173, 307, 1091, 4011; L24011 FRAM PH3980 long length 6.25" filter: napa 1286 wix
51286 ACdelco PF1406 if these aren't the right size, then it may be the same size which is on your 3.0, a PF25 (short) or PF35 (long). Re: oil filter cross reference 4.3 mercruiser Here are a few other cross reference numbers if you want to stick to marine filters. Note these are for a 1994 VP 4.3L V6: OMC 502903 Mercury 35-802884T Sierra 18-7879
Re: oil filter cross reference 4.3 mercruiser Thank you guys also......... for the oil filter #'s Ended up with the Purolator L.24011. Longer than the original, which was blue and had any #'s painted over as it's a new engine. I've heard before that a longer filter is just fine and probably will hold up better and keep a tad bit more oil for the engine. Thanks

Again!!! I realize it's an old thread but thought I should add the following information: The FRAM PH3980 (and any ??3980) should be listed under long length filters as they are over 6in tall. Mobill M1-101 works (short version) and so does M1-201 (long version). My suggestion: It it fits, go with the longer/taller version. It typically has larger filter
media inside -> more filtering surface area -> easier flow -> holds more dirt. Last edited: Aug 31, 2014
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