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Book I, The Sword in the Stone, introduces the character of Wart who later becomes King Arthur. Wart lives with his guardian Sir Ector and Sir Ector's son Kay at the Castle Sauvage, under the tutelage of an eccentric magician Merlyn. Throughout his early years, Wart is turned into many different animals by Merlyn, such as an ant, a fish, a badger,
and a goose, and each adventure serves as a lesson about violence and authority that will inform his later years as King of England. After Kay is knighted and Wart becomes his squire, they all travel to London for a tournament. The old King Uther Pendragon has recently died leaving no heir and it is proclaimed that whoever can pull a mysterious
sword from the stone will be the new King of England. While on an errand as Kay's squire, Wart pulls the sword from the stone without realizing what he's doing and is crowned King. Merlyn later tells Wart that he is King Uther's illegitimate son and that Merlyn had known this all along. In Book II, The Queen of Air and Darkness, we are introduced to
the Orkney brothers—Gawaine, Gaheris, Gareth and Agravaine. They are Queen Morgause and King Lot's sons, and half-brothers to Arthur. Meanwhile, a young King Arthur is attempting to curtail the Gaelic revolt being led by King Lot. Arthur is beginning to plan how to rule when the battle is over. He comes up with the idea of the Round Table: the
Order of the Knights of the Round Table will be his attempt to use Might for Right. He will band together knights who only use their power and violence for justice and the table will be round so that all knights are equal. Ultimately, Arthur squashes the rebellion and Queen Morgause comes to court, to reconcile with Arthur for King Lot. She ends up
seducing him and gives birth to his son—Mordred. Book III, The Ill-Made Knight, tells the story of Lancelot. Lancelot is a boy when he first meets Arthur and decides he will become Arthur's greatest knight, although he suffers from internal conflicts about his unworthiness. Later, as a young knight at Arthur's court, Lancelot and Queen Guenever
(Arthur's wife) fall in love. To escape his feelings for Guenever, Lancelot sets off on a series of quests that end in him being seduced by a young girl named Elaine. Returning to Camelot, Lancelot and Guenever begin an affair, although this abruptly ends when Elaine turns up carrying Lancelot's son. Lancelot is driven mad by Guenever's rage and
wanders around England as a wild, mad man for a number of years. Eventually, years later, Elaine recognizes Lancelot in a mad man upon the streets. He returns to Camelot, but finds that Arthur's Order has begun to unravel. The knights, because they have solved most of the injustice with their violence, have begun to turn on each other. Arthur
resolves to send his knights off on a Quest for the Holy Grail to make them moral men. Three knights—Sir Bors, Sir Percival and Sir Galahad (Lancelot's son by Elaine)—eventually find the Grail but are too perfected by their endeavor and never return. Lancelot returns, a holy and converted man and refuses to begin his relationship with Guenever
again. However, after she is kidnapped and Lancelot rescues her, defending her honor, they quickly begin their relationship once more. In Book IV, The Candle in the Wind, Arthur's Order is truly broken. Agravaine and Arthur's son Mordred, fueled by hatred, set out to bring down Arthur's reign. They decide to use Arthur's new laws—to use a jury
and proof to prove guilt, rather than trial by combat—to reveal Lancelot and Guenever's relationship. This they do and Guenever is almost executed, but rescued by Lancelot at the last moment. However, in rescuing Guenever, Lancelot kills two of the Orkney brothers (Gareth and Gaheris) who were unarmed. On the urging of Mordred and Gawaine,
Arthur lays siege to Lancelot's castle. The lovers ask the Pope for pardon and are granted it—however, Lancelot is banished to France. Arthur and Gawaine follow Lancelot to France where they lay siege to him once more because Gawaine must avenge the deaths of his brothers. While they are away in France, Mordred falsely announces that the King
is dead and announces himself as King. He also tries to force Guenever to marry him, but she barricades herself in the Tower of London. Arthur returns to England and Gawaine forgives Lancelot so that he can aid Arthur. The novel closes on the eve of the final battle against Mordred. Arthur knows that he will die in battle, but that Mordred will be
defeated and his legacy of justice over violence will live on. The short story Arthur Becomes King of Britain is written by Terence Hanbury White (White, n.d.). The story is about Arthur, a young man who is belittled by his foster family. In a twist of fate, Arthur becomes King of Britain when he extracts the sword from the anvil. Arthur, with no
intention of becoming King, finds himself in unknown territory as he takes over the throne after the demise of the King (White, n.d.). This essay will critically analyze the short story Arthur Becomes King of Britain by Terence White to reveal its theme, tone, setting, purpose, and the figurative language used. Is your time best spent reading someone
else’s essay? Get a 100% original essay FROM A CERTIFIED WRITER! The story is set in Forest Sauvage which is the home of Arthur (White, n.d.). The story transits to London where Kay is escorted by his father Ector and foster brother Arthur in an attempt to become King (White, n.d.). White uses a humorous tone in the story. One instance that
shows humor is the internal monologue Artur has when he is sent to retrieve the sword. The conversations between the characters are also filled with humor. The story has two main themes. The first theme is the role of myths and legends in society. The Kingship system of Britain was such that the heir was the King's son (White, n.d.). If the King had
no sons, legend had that the person who would remove the sword from the stone would be King (White, n.d.). In the end, Arthur becomes King when he pulls the sword out of the stone (White, n.d.). The second theme is the importance of humility and obedience. Arthur is a timid boy living with his foster father and brother. Arthur agrees to go to
London to accompany his brother. When they arrive at London, Arthur is a squire and is sent to get a sword for his foster brother Kay (White, n.d.). In obedience to his brother's command, Arthur unknowingly retrieves the magical sword from the stone and is crowned King. The obedience and humility of Arthur are what made him become King, had
he disobeyed his brother he would not have retrieved the sword. The purpose and the theme of the story are tied together. The objective of the story is to show how obedience and humility are repaid. The story also serves as a lesson not to look down on the less disadvantaged in society. Arthur the wart and the squire becomes King, and his father and
brother have to kneel before him. White uses figurative language to draw the reader's attention and make the story captivating. One of the figurative languages used is metaphors. Arthurs is referred to as Wart (White, n.d.). A wart is a growth on the skin which represents something that is unwanted. When Arthur came into the house after the family
had decided to go to London, White writes "... the Wart came in with Merlyn, and everybody was too excited to notice that... (White, n.d.)." White uses wart to show the status of Arthur in society as one who was looked down upon and given fringe responsibilities. White also uses symbolism in the form of the sword. The sword represented power since
whoever retrieved it from the stone would be crowned King. Similes are also used with Sir Grummore remarking "He took a deep breath and goggled at his host with eyes like marbles (White, n.d.)." The eyes, in this case, are compared to marbles due to the similarity in their shapes. Conclusion In conclusion, the short story Arthur Becomes King of
Britain by Terence White is set in Forest Sauvage and London. The main themes of the story are the role of myths and legends, and the importance of humility and obedience. White uses a humorous tone especially in the conversation between the characters. White also makes use of figurative language in the form of symbolism, metaphors, and
similes. This classical story serves the purpose of showing how good is rewarded seen in how Arthur a humble young boy becomes King. Reference White, T.H. (n.d.). Arthur Becomes King of Britain. Retrieved from The short story Arthur Becomes King of Britain is written by Terence Hanbury White (White, n.d.). The story is about Arthur, a young
man who is belittled by his foster family. In a twist of fate, Arthur becomes King of Britain when he extracts the sword from the anvil. Arthur, with no intention of becoming King, finds himself in unknown territory as he takes over the throne after the demise of the King (White, n.d.). This essay will critically analyze the short story Arthur Becomes King
of Britain by Terence White to reveal its theme, tone, setting, purpose, and the figurative language used. Is your time best spent reading someone else’s essay? Get a 100% original essay FROM A CERTIFIED WRITER! The story is set in Forest Sauvage which is the home of Arthur (White, n.d.). The story transits to London where Kay is escorted by his
father Ector and foster brother Arthur in an attempt to become King (White, n.d.). White uses a humorous tone in the story. One instance that shows humor is the internal monologue Artur has when he is sent to retrieve the sword. The conversations between the characters are also filled with humor. The story has two main themes. The first theme is
the role of myths and legends in society. The Kingship system of Britain was such that the heir was the King's son (White, n.d.). If the King had no sons, legend had that the person who would remove the sword from the stone would be King (White, n.d.). In the end, Arthur becomes King when he pulls the sword out of the stone (White, n.d.). The
second theme is the importance of humility and obedience. Arthur is a timid boy living with his foster father and brother. Arthur agrees to go to London to accompany his brother. When they arrive at London, Arthur is a squire and is sent to get a sword for his foster brother Kay (White, n.d.). In obedience to his brother's command, Arthur
unknowingly retrieves the magical sword from the stone and is crowned King. The obedience and humility of Arthur are what made him become King, had he disobeyed his brother he would not have retrieved the sword. The purpose and the theme of the story are tied together. The objective of the story is to show how obedience and humility are
repaid. The story also serves as a lesson not to look down on the less disadvantaged in society. Arthur the wart and the squire becomes King, and his father and brother have to kneel before him. White uses figurative language to draw the reader's attention and make the story captivating. One of the figurative languages used is metaphors. Arthurs is
referred to as Wart (White, n.d.). A wart is a growth on the skin which represents something that is unwanted. When Arthur came into the house after the family had decided to go to London, White writes "... the Wart came in with Merlyn, and everybody was too excited to notice that... (White, n.d.)." White uses wart to show the status of Arthur in
society as one who was looked down upon and given fringe responsibilities. White also uses symbolism in the form of the sword. The sword represented power since whoever retrieved it from the stone would be crowned King. Similes are also used with Sir Grummore remarking "He took a deep breath and goggled at his host with eyes like marbles
(White, n.d.)." The eyes, in this case, are compared to marbles due to the similarity in their shapes. Conclusion In conclusion, the short story Arthur Becomes King of Britain by Terence White is set in Forest Sauvage and London. The main themes of the story are the role of myths and legends, and the importance of humility and obedience. White uses
a humorous tone especially in the conversation between the characters. White also makes use of figurative language in the form of symbolism, metaphors, and similes. This classical story serves the purpose of showing how good is rewarded seen in how Arthur a humble young boy becomes King. Reference White, T.H. (n.d.). Arthur Becomes King of
Britain. Retrieved from Link to Story - Instructions Write an analytic response to a SHORT STORY from Lesson 3 in the textbook . (Do not use a poem or a play.) An analysis of a piece of literature focuses on the deeper meaning of it. Some people call this “reading between the lines.” Analysis includes identifying the tone, setting, purpose, figurative
language, symbolism and theme of a piece of writing to grasp the underlying meaning. (These six literary terms are explained below.) HOW TO WRITE YOUR 5 PARAGRAPH ESSAY PARAGRAPH 1: To begin, you should have an introductory paragraph that states the STORY's title, the author and provides a brief background on it. The last sentence in
your first paragraph is your thesis statement and should tell your audience what the remainder of your essay is going to include. For example: This essay will examine (story’s title) by (author’s name) and how the author has used literary elements in creating this story. (fill in blank with an adjective) PARAGRAPHS 2, 3, 4: The body of your
paper should be 3 paragraphs that focus on all or some of the six literary elements listed above. As you craft your body paragraphs, be sure to use direct quotes from the text to explain your examples. PARAGRAPH 5: Your last paragraph should conclude by wrapping up your entire piece and restate what your essay is about. Finally, tell your reader
what we should know after reading your analysis. EXPLANATION OF LITERARY TERMS FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT Tone - The tone of a literary work is the writer’s attitude toward his or her audience and subject. The tone can often be described by a single adjective, such as formal or informal, serious or playful, bitter or ironic. Setting - The setting is
where and when the story takes place Purpose - What was the author hoping to accomplish or communicate in writing this story? Figurative language- Figurative language is writing or speech not meant to be interpreted literally. It is often used to create vivid impressions by setting up comparisons between dissimilar things. Common figures of
speech are metaphors, similes, and personification. Symbolism - A symbol is a character, place, thing or event that stands for something else, often an abstract idea. Theme - A theme is a general message or insight into life revealed through a literary work. It is basically what the writing suggests about people or life 1 The Analysis of King ArthurFor
this essay I will analyze, “Arthur Becomes King of Britain.” , by T.H White. The story of King Arthur is about a young boy, who pulls a legendary sword out of stone, this sword, if pulled out, the person who pulled is immediately crowned, “Ruler of all England.” And Arthur retrieves the sword from the stone, crowning him king. The rest of this essay
will be comprised of what literary elements this story used and whether or not King Arthur was a true hero.First, the setting of the story. The story takes place mostly at a tournament in London, England. In the early sixth century. I know that this is the setting because in the story it says, “Perhaps, if you happen not to have lived in the Old England of
the ...show more content... The tone of a story is the writers attitude toward the subject or the audience/reader. The tone of “Arthur Becomes King of Britain” is, mostly serious and informal about King Arthur and how he became king, there are some elements of fantasy involved such as a talking owl, but the story stays pretty on the track of history.
Next, is the purpose of the story. I believe that the purpose of this story was to entertain and inform people of this historical event. The entertainment fromthe fantasy view and the informational portion from the history involved.Next, is the figurative language. Figurative language is often used to prove a point or to make a statement more appealing.
In the story one example of the use of figurative language is, “Winning the palm” which means victory because a palm leaf is a symbol of victory. Another example is Archimedes, a talking own, an example of personification. Next, is symbolism. The symbolism of the story of King Arthur is, strength, courage, and power. The kingdom and the knights of
the round table stood for power, King Arthur's rule kindly and bravely over his people stood for courage, and the Kingdom of Camelot stood for power, for it being protected and sturdy.Lastly, I think that King Arthur of England, was a true hero because when he pulled the sword from the stone he was humble, and at first didn't want to accept his
Welcome to the enchanting realm of “The Once and Future King” by T.H. White . This classic novel, first published in its complete form in 1958, takes readers on an extraordinary journey through the life and times of King Arthur, from his boyhood to his final days. It’s a work that blends history, myth, fantasy, and comedy into a rich tapestry that has
captivated readers for generations. T.H. White, an English author born in 1906, poured his vast knowledge of medieval life, his philosophical insights, and his personal musings on war and human nature into this masterpiece. The book is often praised for its exploration of themes such as justice, power, and human fallibility, all while maintaining a
light-hearted and often humorous tone. Structured in four parts—The Sword in the Stone, The Queen of Air and Darkness, The Ill-Made Knight, and The Candle in the Wind—the novel not only reimagines the legend of King Arthur but also serves as a medium for White to address the complexities of modern society through the lens of a bygone era.
Whether you’'re drawn to the chivalrous knights, the wisdom of Merlin, the tragic love triangles, or the quest for the Holy Grail, “The Once and Future King” offers something for everyone. It stands as a monumental work in the fantasy genre, exploring the eternal struggle between good and evil, the pursuit of wisdom, and the quest for a just society.
Let’s embark on this magical journey together, where knights joust, kings rule, and the fate of Camelot hangs in the balance . “The Once and Future King” by T.H. White is an expansive tale that reimagines the life of King Arthur, from his humble beginnings to his rise as the legendary ruler of Britain. Here’s a detailed breakdown of the main events in
the story: — Exposition — The novel opens with “The Sword in the Stone,” where we meet Arthur (nicknamed Wart) as a young boy living in Sir Ector’s castle. Under the tutelage of Merlyn, a wizard who lives backwards through time, Wart learns about leadership, justice, and the natural world through a series of magical transformations and
adventures. — Rising Action — Wart’s destiny takes a dramatic turn when he pulls the sword from the stone, proving his right to be King of England. As King Arthur, he establishes the Round Table, promoting justice and chivalry among his knights. “The Queen of Air and Darkness” focuses on the early challenges of his reign, including tensions with
the Orkney clan led by Morgause, Arthur’s half-sister, and the mother of Gawain, Gaheris, Gareth, and Agravaine. — Climax — In “The Ill-Made Knight,” the focus shifts to Sir Lancelot, Arthur’s greatest knight, and his tragic love affair with Queen Guenever. This part of the novel delves deep into Lancelot’s internal conflicts and his quest for
redemption. The affair between Lancelot and Guenever, coupled with the machinations of Mordred, Arthur’s illegitimate son with Morgause, leads to the unraveling of the Round Table. — Falling Action — The discovery of the affair by the other knights and Mordred’s betrayal results in civil war. The novel’s tension builds as Arthur’s ideals and
kingdom begin to crumble around him. The quest for the Holy Grail also takes place, symbolizing the spiritual and moral quests of the knights. — Resolution — “The Candle in the Wind” brings Arthur’s story to a close as he faces Mordred in a final battle. With Camelot in ruins and many of his knights dead, Arthur reflects on his failures and the
cyclical nature of human history. The novel ends with Arthur sending a young page, Tom of Warwick, away from the battle to carry on the ideals of the Round Table, symbolizing the enduring legacy of his reign. “The Once and Future King” is a profound exploration of power, responsibility, and human fallibility, presenting Arthur not just as a mythical
figure but as a deeply human character facing the complexities of governance and morality. “The Once and Future King” by T.H. White features a rich tapestry of characters, each contributing to the novel’s exploration of themes such as leadership, morality, and the human condition. Here’s a closer look at the main characters: Arthur (Wart) — The
central figure of the story, Arthur transforms from the naive, earnest “Wart” into a wise and just king. His character is defined by his idealism, compassion, and the quest for justice. Arthur’s innovations, like the Round Table, showcase his desire for an egalitarian society. Throughout the novel, his experiences reveal the complexities and burdens of
leadership. Merlyn — Arthur’s mentor, Merlyn possesses the unique ability to live backward through time. This grants him a profound wisdom which he imparts to Arthur. Merlyn is eccentric yet insightful, using his magical abilities to teach Arthur valuable lessons about life, duty, and nature. He is a father figure to Arthur, guiding him towards
becoming a great king. Guenever — The Queen of Camelot and Arthur’s wife, Guenever is a complex character torn between her duty to her husband and her love for Lancelot. Her character explores themes of love, loyalty, and the consequences of our choices. Guenever’s strength and intelligence make her a formidable figure in the court, despite
the societal constraints placed upon her. Lancelot — Known as the greatest knight of the Round Table, Lancelot’s life is marked by his undying loyalty to Arthur and his tormented love affair with Guenever. His quest for perfection and redemption is driven by a deep-seated sense of unworthiness. Lancelot’s character delves into the conflicts between
personal desire, duty, and honor. Mordred — Arthur’s illegitimate son and eventual antagonist, Mordred embodies the destructive forces of envy and ambition. Raised in hatred of Arthur by Morgause, Mordred’s actions lead to the downfall of Camelot. His character serves as a tragic reminder of the consequences of Arthur’s youthful indiscretions
and the fragility of ideals. Here’s a summary of the character analysis in a table format: CharacterPersonality TraitsMotivationsCharacter DevelopmentArthur (Wart)Idealistic, compassionate, justTo create a fair and just societyGrows from a naive boy into a wise, though ultimately tragic, kingMerlynWise, eccentric, insightfulTo prepare Arthur to be a
great kingProvides guidance and wisdom, revealing the complexities of life and leadershipGueneverIntelligent, passionate, conflictedTo find personal happiness and fulfill her dutiesStruggles with her love for Lancelot and loyalty to Arthur, defining her pathLancelotBrave, loyal, self-tormentedTo serve Arthur and attain personal redemptionFaces his
flaws and the consequences of his actions, achieving a complex understanding of himselfMordredEnvious, ambitious, destructiveTo usurp Arthur and gain powerDriven by hatred and ambition, leading to the ultimate betrayal and downfall of Camelot These characters, with their virtues and flaws, drive the narrative of “The Once and Future King,”
making it a rich and enduring exploration of human nature and the quest for a better world. “The Once and Future King” by T.H. White is imbued with deep themes and symbols that enrich its narrative and offer profound insights into its characters and the world they inhabit. Let’s explore some of the major themes and symbols present in the book:
Themes Justice and Leadership — Arthur’s reign is marked by his quest to establish a just society. His creation of the Round Table symbolizes his idealistic efforts to bring equality and fairness to a feudal system riddled with inequality and violence. The novel examines the challenges and complexities of leadership and the constant strive for a more
equitable world. Might vs. Right — The novel grapples with the question of whether might makes right. Arthur’s evolution from using physical strength to uphold justice to emphasizing the moral authority of the law showcases the shift from brute force to civilized order as the foundation of society. The Nature of Human Experience — Through its
characters’ journeys, the book explores love, jealousy, ambition, and the quest for identity. It delves into the human psyche, revealing both the nobility and the fallibility inherent in human nature. Education and Wisdom — Merlyn’s unconventional teachings to young Arthur emphasize the importance of knowledge, wisdom, and understanding. The
lessons learned from animals and nature play a crucial role in shaping Arthur’s philosophy as a king. Symbols The Round Table — A symbol of equality, unity, and chivalry among Arthur’s knights. It represents Arthur’s ideal of a society where all voices are heard and valued, and where might serves right. Excalibur — Arthur’s legendary sword
symbolizes rightful kingship and the divine approval of his rule. It also represents the burden of power and the responsibilities that come with leadership. The Quest for the Holy Grail — This quest symbolizes the spiritual and moral pursuits of the knights. It reflects the inner struggles of the characters as they seek purity, redemption, and a higher
purpose beyond worldly achievements. Animals — Throughout Arthur’s education, animals serve as symbols of various virtues and vices, teaching him about the complexity of the world and the balance needed to govern justly. For example, the hawk symbolizes nobility and the dangers of pride, while the badger represents wisdom and the value of
knowledge. These themes and symbols intertwine throughout “The Once and Future King,” making it not only a captivating story of King Arthur and his knights but also a timeless reflection on the human condition, the struggle for justice, and the endless quest for understanding and wisdom in a complex world. Inventive and Whimsical — White’s
narrative style often incorporates whimsy and humor, particularly in the early chapters with young Arthur (Wart) and Merlyn. This playful tone serves to engage readers and lighten the otherwise heavy themes of destiny, power, and human frailty. Rich Descriptiveness — The author uses richly descriptive language to bring the world of Arthurian
Britain to life. From the dark, mysterious forests to the grandeur of Camelot, White’s vivid descriptions create a captivating backdrop that enhances the magical and historical aspects of the story. Philosophical and Reflective — Much of the novel is imbued with philosophical reflections on power, justice, war, and human nature. Through dialogues
between characters like Arthur and Merlyn or the inner thoughts of Lancelot, White delves into complex ethical and moral questions, inviting readers to ponder alongside the characters. Tragic and Nostalgic — As the narrative progresses, especially in the latter parts of the book, the tone shifts to a more tragic and nostalgic reflection on the loss of
ideals and the inevitable decline of Arthur’s reign. This tone captures the poignancy of the Arthurian legend, emphasizing the cyclical nature of history and the enduring hope for a better future. Epic and Heroic — The overarching tone of the novel is epic, capturing the grand scale of Arthur’s ambitions and the heroic quests of the knights. Despite the
intimate glimpses into characters’ lives and vulnerabilities, the narrative maintains a sense of grandeur and heroism, fitting for a legendary tale. Intimate and Personal — Despite the epic scope, White also achieves an intimate tone by focusing closely on the personal struggles and development of key characters. This dual focus allows readers to
connect deeply with the characters’ journeys, making the story’s themes more resonant and impactful. Through its distinctive style and tone, “The Once and Future King” offers a multifaceted exploration of the Arthurian legend, blending humor with gravitas and personal introspection with epic storytelling. T.H. White’s approach not only entertains
but also enriches, making the novel a timeless piece of literature that continues to captivate and inspire. Allegory — The novel can be read as an allegory for modern society, with Arthur’s rule symbolizing ideal governance and the quest for justice and equality. The story uses historical and fantastical elements to comment on contemporary issues,
such as war, power, and human nature. Foreshadowing — White frequently uses foreshadowing to hint at future events, particularly the downfall of Camelot and the tragic fate of its characters. This device adds a layer of inevitability and tragedy to the narrative, enhancing the reader’s sense of tension and anticipation. Flashback — Through
flashbacks, especially in Merlyn’s teachings, the novel explores characters’ pasts, revealing their motivations and the events that shaped them. This device deepens character development and enriches the story’s historical context. Symbolism — Various symbols are used throughout the novel to represent larger themes. For example, the Round Table
symbolizes Arthur’s vision of equality and justice, while Excalibur represents rightful power and kingship. Imagery — White’s use of vivid imagery brings the world of Arthurian Britain to life, from the magical forests to the grand halls of Camelot. This imagery immerses readers in the setting and mood of the novel, making the fantastical elements feel
real. Irony — The novel employs both dramatic and situational irony, particularly in the characters’ relationships and their quests. For instance, Lancelot’s quest for perfection is marred by his affair with Guenever, and Arthur’s quest for peace leads to war. Metaphor and Simile — White uses metaphors and similes to draw comparisons that highlight
characters’ emotions and the novel’s themes. For example, Merlyn’s description of time as a river encapsulates the fluidity of history and destiny. Alliteration — The use of alliteration adds a lyrical quality to White’s prose, enhancing the readability and aesthetic appeal of the narrative. Personification — Nature and inanimate objects are often
personified, reflecting the magical realism of the novel’s setting. This device emphasizes the interconnectedness of all things and the presence of magic in the natural world. Paradox — The novel contains several paradoxes, particularly in its exploration of free will versus destiny. Arthur’s attempts to change the future, despite Merlyn’s knowledge of
what will happen, create a narrative tension between the possibility of change and the weight of fate. These literary devices contribute significantly to the depth and richness of “The Once and Future King,” allowing T.H. White to explore complex themes and emotions in a narrative that is both epic in scope and intimate in detail. Allegory
ExampleExplanationArthur’s Round Table as a symbol of democratic idealsRepresents White’s commentary on the importance of equality and justice in governance, mirroring post-war aspirations for a fairer society. Foreshadowing ExampleExplanationMerlyn’s hints about Arthur’s future and the fate of CamelotPrepares readers for the eventual
downfall of Camelot and Arthur’s tragic end, creating a sense of inevitability. Flashback ExampleExplanationArthur’s recollections of his childhood lessons with MerlynProvides context for Arthur’s values and decisions as king, highlighting the influence of his upbringing and education. Symbolism ExampleExplanationThe Round Table as a symbol of
chivalric equalityEmbodies Arthur’s revolutionary idea that might does not make right, illustrating his attempt to create a fairer society. Imagery ExampleExplanationDescriptions of the enchanted forestEvokes a mystical setting that symbolizes the magical and untamed aspects of the world, reflecting the novel’s blending of reality and fantasy. Irony
ExampleExplanationLancelot’s quest for purity despite his affair with GueneverHighlights the conflict between ideals and human flaws, underscoring the novel’s exploration of the complexities of virtue and sin. Metaphor and Simile ExampleExplanationArthur’s kingdom compared to a living organismIllustrates the idea that a kingdom is a complex,
interdependent system, echoing White’s interest in the natural world and its parallels to human society. Alliteration ExampleExplanation“The witch in the wood was waiting”Enhances the narrative’s rhythmic quality and emphasizes the foreboding nature of certain plot elements. Personification ExampleExplanationThe forest “whispering”
secretsAdds a magical quality to the setting, suggesting that nature itself is alive and communicative within the Arthurian world. Paradox ExampleExplanationArthur’s efforts to change a future that Merlyn already knowsRaises questions about free will versus fate, illustrating the novel’s thematic exploration of time, destiny, and the possibility of
change. These examples showcase T.H. White’s skillful use of literary devices to enrich “The Once and Future King,” deepening the narrative and thematic resonance of this enduring Arthurian tale. Q: What is the significance of the title “The Once and Future King”?A: The title refers to the legend that King Arthur will return in Britain’s hour of need,
emphasizing the cyclical nature of history and the enduring legacy of Arthur’s ideals. It suggests that while Arthur’s reign has ended, his influence and the hope he embodies persist. Q: How does T.H. White’s portrayal of Merlyn’s experience of time influence the story?A: Merlyn’s experience of living backwards through time allows him to impart
wisdom about future events to Arthur, shaping his philosophy and approach to kingship. This unique perspective on time introduces themes of fate, destiny, and the possibility of learning from future mistakes before they occur. Q: In what ways does “The Once and Future King” explore the theme of might versus right?A: The novel critically examines
the idea that physical strength or power justifies rulership or moral authority. Through Arthur’s establishment of the Round Table and his efforts to use power justly, White advocates for a society where right—ethical action and justice—prevails over might. Q: How does the quest for the Holy Grail serve the narrative and themes of the novel?A: The
quest for the Holy Grail symbolizes the characters’ spiritual and moral journeys, reflecting their inner struggles and the consequences of their actions. It highlights the theme of personal redemption and the elusive nature of absolute purity and goodness, underscoring the complexity of human nature. Q: What role do animals play in Arthur’s education
and development?A: Animals, transformed into by Merlyn’s magic, serve as Arthur’s teachers, imparting lessons about different aspects of life, leadership, and the natural world. These experiences emphasize the importance of empathy, understanding, and the interconnectedness of all living beings, shaping Arthur’s compassionate and equitable
approach to kingship. Q: How does “The Once and Future King” comment on contemporary issues, despite its medieval setting?A: Through its exploration of justice, power, war, and human rights, the novel addresses timeless issues relevant to contemporary society. White uses the Arthurian legend to critique war, advocate for social reforms, and
explore the ethical responsibilities of leaders, making the story resonate with modern readers. These FAQs delve into the rich narrative and thematic depth of “The Once and Future King,” offering students a framework for analyzing and appreciating T.H. White’s masterpiece in the context of both its historical setting and its enduring relevance.
QuestionABCDCorrect AnswerWhat is Merlyn’s unique characteristic in “The Once and Future King’?He can transform into animalsHe lives backward in timeHe is invisibleHe cannot dieBWhich object symbolizes Arthur’s right to be king?The Holy GrailExcaliburThe Round TableA crown of goldBWhat is the primary theme of ‘The Once and Future
King’?The adventures of knight-errantryThe romance between knights and ladiesThe evolution of a young boy into a wise kingMagic and its uses in medieval timesCWho is Arthur’s most trusted knight and friend, who also has a complicated love affair?Sir GawainSir GalahadSir MordredSir LancelotDWhat does the Round Table symbolize?The endless
quests of the knightsThe unity and equality Arthur wishes to bring to his kingdomThe roundness of the EarthThe cycle of seasonsBWhich literary device is frequently used by White to enhance the narrative’s descriptive quality?OnomatopoeialmageryHyperboleSatireBWhat major conflict does Arthur face towards the end of the novel?A dragon
threatens his kingdomHe must find a suitable heirHis own knights rebel against himAn invasion by the RomansCHow does Arthur’s conception come about?Through a magical spell cast by MerlynThrough the deceit of his father, Uther Pendragon, with the help of Merlyn’s magicThrough a secret marriageThrough a diplomatic allianceBWhat role does
the quest for the Holy Grail play in the novel?It is a minor subplot that few characters participate inlt symbolizes the ultimate achievement of knighthoodIt represents the spiritual and moral journeys of the knightsIt leads to the discovery of Arthur’s true parentageCHow does “The Once and Future King’ explore the theme of ‘might vs. right’?Through
Arthur’s military conquestsBy showcasing the physical strength of the knightsThrough Arthur’s effort to establish a just and moral societyBy depicting the magical battles between Merlyn and MorganaC This quiz covers essential elements of “The Once and Future King,” encouraging students to recall specific details about the plot, characters,
themes, and the author’s literary techniques. Identify the Literary Devices Read the following passage (fabricated for this exercise, as direct excerpts from the novel cannot be provided): “In the twilight of the kingdom, where shadows whispered of forgotten legends, Arthur stood as a beacon of hope. The Round Table gleamed under the flickering
torchlight, a circle unbroken, symbolizing unity in a time of uncertainty. Here, knights pledged their loyalty, not just with words, but with hearts steadfast in the belief of a better world. Merlyn’s voice, like the rustling of leaves in an ancient forest, spoke of destiny intertwined with duty, where each man’s fate was sealed by his actions, noble or
ignoble.” Literary Devices: Imagery — Descriptions of the kingdom’s twilight and the Round Table under torchlight create vivid mental pictures that set the scene and mood. Symbolism — The Round Table represents unity and egalitarian ideals in Arthur’s kingdom. Personification — Shadows are described as whispering, which gives them a life-like
quality and enhances the atmosphere of legend and mystery. Simile — Merlyn’s voice is compared to the rustling of leaves, suggesting wisdom and age, as well as a connection to nature. Metaphor — Describing Arthur as a “beacon of hope” metaphorically highlights his role as a leader and symbol of optimism. Answers: Imagery: This device immerses
readers in the setting, making the scene more tangible and emotionally resonant. Symbolism: The Round Table serves as a potent symbol of the novel’s themes of chivalry, democracy, and the quest for justice. Personification: Giving human characteristics to shadows enhances the mystical and legendary tone of the narrative. Simile: The comparison
of Merlyn’s voice to natural sounds deepens his character as wise and timeless, connecting him to the ancient and magical aspects of the world. Metaphor: Using Arthur as a metaphor for hope emphasizes the inspirational aspect of his kingship and the ideals he represents. This exercise encourages students to explore how T.H. White uses literary
devices to enrich the narrative of “The Once and Future King,” adding depth and nuance to the storytelling. The short story Arthur Becomes King of Britain is written by Terence Hanbury White (White, n.d.). The story is about Arthur, a young man who is belittled by his foster family. In a twist of fate, Arthur becomes King of Britain when he extracts
the sword from the anvil. Arthur, with no intention of becoming King, finds himself in unknown territory as he takes over the throne after the demise of the King (White, n.d.). This essay will critically analyze the short story Arthur Becomes King of Britain by Terence White to reveal its theme, tone, setting, purpose, and the figurative language used. Is
your time best spent reading someone else’s essay? Get a 100% original essay FROM A CERTIFIED WRITER! The story is set in Forest Sauvage which is the home of Arthur (White, n.d.). The story transits to London where Kay is escorted by his father Ector and foster brother Arthur in an attempt to become King (White, n.d.). White uses a humorous
tone in the story. One instance that shows humor is the internal monologue Artur has when he is sent to retrieve the sword. The conversations between the characters are also filled with humor. The story has two main themes. The first theme is the role of myths and legends in society. The Kingship system of Britain was such that the heir was the
King's son (White, n.d.). If the King had no sons, legend had that the person who would remove the sword from the stone would be King (White, n.d.). In the end, Arthur becomes King when he pulls the sword out of the stone (White, n.d.). The second theme is the importance of humility and obedience. Arthur is a timid boy living with his foster father
and brother. Arthur agrees to go to London to accompany his brother. When they arrive at London, Arthur is a squire and is sent to get a sword for his foster brother Kay (White, n.d.). In obedience to his brother's command, Arthur unknowingly retrieves the magical sword from the stone and is crowned King. The obedience and humility of Arthur are
what made him become King, had he disobeyed his brother he would not have retrieved the sword. The purpose and the theme of the story are tied together. The objective of the story is to show how obedience and humility are repaid. The story also serves as a lesson not to look down on the less disadvantaged in society. Arthur the wart and the
squire becomes King, and his father and brother have to kneel before him. White uses figurative language to draw the reader's attention and make the story captivating. One of the figurative languages used is metaphors. Arthurs is referred to as Wart (White, n.d.). A wart is a growth on the skin which represents something that is unwanted. When
Arthur came into the house after the family had decided to go to London, White writes "... the Wart came in with Merlyn, and everybody was too excited to notice that... (White, n.d.)." White uses wart to show the status of Arthur in society as one who was looked down upon and given fringe responsibilities. White also uses symbolism in the form of the
sword. The sword represented power since whoever retrieved it from the stone would be crowned King. Similes are also used with Sir Grummore remarking "He took a deep breath and goggled at his host with eyes like marbles (White, n.d.)." The eyes, in this case, are compared to marbles due to the similarity in their shapes. Conclusion In
conclusion, the short story Arthur Becomes King of Britain by Terence White is set in Forest Sauvage and London. The main themes of the story are the role of myths and legends, and the importance of humility and obedience. White uses a humorous tone especially in the conversation between the characters. White also makes use of figurative
language in the form of symbolism, metaphors, and similes. This classical story serves the purpose of showing how good is rewarded seen in how Arthur a humble young boy becomes King. Reference White, T.H. (n.d.). Arthur Becomes King of Britain. Retrieved from



