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Skip to content Count time made easy for children in KS1 and KS2. Here's a flaw-proof step-by-step technique for teaching time at the experienced teacher Clare Sealy's primary school Saying time for children is something they find particularly difficult. Most of this is due to the need to focus on two sets of different ideas at the same time.
Simplifying, when you are a child, learning how to tell time puts a real tension in the working memory. This article goes step by step on how to teach how to count time to any child. It is designed for teachers who teach time to KS1 and KS2 children, but it is also suitable for parents to follow when they teach children to say hours at home. N.B. This
article focuses on teaching to count the hours using analog watches. Digital time reading is part of the National Curriculum, but is later introduced in the Main Step 2 (Year 4). Digital watches have also become considerably more common in recent years, so it is likely that children have already had some exposure to them, while analog watches will be
unknown. A If you are a teacher, do not forget to consult our other teaching guides for KS2 Mathematics. If you are a parent, we have much more about home learning, home learning resources and how to help your children with home math. KS1 & KS2 Teaching Time in the Primary National Curriculum Aquias which says the national primary
mathematics curriculum on how children learn to say time should be taught. KS1 Teaching Time Year 1 teaching time (ages 5 and 6 years) Students should be taught to say the hours to hour and a half after the hour and draw the hands on the dial of a watch to show these hours. Students use the language of time, including saying hours throughout
the day, first using the clock and then a half later. TimeYear 2 (6-7 years students) Students should be taught to tell and write time to five minutes, including the last room of the hour and to draw the hands on the display of a clock to show show Sometimes they know the number of minutes in an hour and the number of hours in a day. Pupils should
become fluent in counting time on analog watches and recording it. Students of the KS2 teaching year of the year of teaching 3 (7 and 8) must learn to: count and write time from an analog watch, including the use of Roman numerals from I to XII, and estimates of 12-hour and 24-hour clocks and reading time with greater accuracy for the nearest
minute; Record and compare time in terms of seconds, minutes and hours; use vocabulary, such as a-a-clock, a.m./p.m., in the morning, afternoon, and midnight students, use 12-hour analog and digital watches and record your times. In this way, they become fluent and prepared to use 24-hour digital watches in the year 4. Year of Teaching 4
(children of eight and nine years) Pupils should be taught to read, write and convert the time between analog and digital clocks of 12 and 24-hour working memory and telling time Our working memory is the place in our brain where we make our active thinking. Generally, it can only handle four different things at any time. If we try to process more
than that, we'll probably have cognitive overload. Imagine going to the supermarket and not having a basket. You can carry about four things very well. But as soon as you try to get some more items, you realize that there is no room for it. You have to drop one of the items that was previously loading. Our working memory is a little like that. Ask him
to think about many things at the same time and he will start dropping items. The solution for is so is to ensure that we introduce the concept of time slowly, in small steps, so that students' working memories are not overloaded with much at the same time. Items Uns A few fifty dollars is also worth making sure that students are comfortable with the
foundations beforeadvanced to teaching counting time. The position value in KS2 and KS1, for example, is essential © to ensure that students can understand the concept of time. Reduction of cognitive burden to teaching teaching time Way to reduce the cognitive load involved in learning to say that time is to separate learning as the hand of hours
works and learn how the minute works. It's simple when you think about it. The time has those that the tiny hand counts on buckles, but also indicates fractions. It is inherently confusing to teach them together. Instead of teaching time to children using time and minutes at the same time, start teaching them using only time. When (and only when)
that is understood safely, you should present the minute. In an ideal world, watches in our classrooms would only have their hands for this part of teaching. If you have the type of watch you can easily remove the minute from the hand, then I would do it. You will be surprised how easy it is to say about the time by the position of the hand alone. Still, if
you can do this, here are my main methods for teaching time at KS1 and KS2, to ensure all primary students are proficient in counting time. Saying time in KS1: Teaching time of time when teaching time in KS1 usually in year 2, first make sure that children really understand that an analog watch face is just a special kind of number line. To do this,
write the numbers from one to twelve in the mini post your (or similar), then display them horizontally in a line from 1 to 12, equally spaced, with a gap between each. Then make an arrow representing the “Hand “Note: calling it a hand when it is an arrow will confuse some children!) Then explain that when the hand points to a number, it tells us
how many hours it is. Be sure to point exactly the number and not slightly to the left or right. Tell the children that, instead of saying "hours," we say "sick." A numerical line pointing to number three to represent 3 hours, give the whole class your own set of pole and hands and repeatenough time in different hoursEveryone can do that. This step ©
easy, but it gets more difficult. Since it is to be ©, model how we can use our line of number to find out what time it will be an hour later. Model by moving the arrow from three to four to move an hour. Then extend to two hours later and so on. When you get to 12 and ask what time are an hour later, explain that instead of climbing up to 13 ©, we put
the number ones in a sky and start back at 1. Then move your post into a circle, family-style clock face with the arrow in the middle Again ask what © an hour later for several times, culminating in asking what © an hour later to 12 oooooO=*the watch. Now students can see that it should be one or two clocks. An example of © is that, depending on the
exercise around the Clock Ahead of the Third Online Space Learning Classroom. Extend this by doing an example two hours later, three hours later, and so on, from several starting points. At this point, you may feel that your children are ready for you to explain how we can use our watch to find out what hours are an hour earlier than 3 oAm watch. I
noticed that I haven't introduced half an hour to count the time on KS1. I'll wait until © that I'm convinced that everyone has really mastered using your watch as a circular number line to count and come back in whole hours to find out how many hours later and sooner something ©. I shall include questions such as carrier 152; if now it's a clock four
hours earlier, what time was it two hours earlier? I came out of the house at 10am, and arrived at the shops at 12pm, how long did it take to get here? I will resist the temptation to move into the middle of the past until © we can do this! Telling Team KS1 and KS2 free worksheets to practice this new © teaching and learning saying the time download
free now! saying the time at ks1: teaching half an hour if (and only if) your year 2 is sure in your understanding of time in hours, my next step will be to introduce the concept of half past. back to my horizontal line of numbers, vu position thehalf way to pasture 2 and 3, as below: A nurmary line © Rich pointing between two and three to represent the
two and a half, I will explain that a s the pointer of the hours is halfway between the two and three (or halfway to 2) we say it is halfway to the 2. This means it's been two and a half hours. Repeat for several numbers. Then, once again, reorganize your post on a clock display to model a watch and get the children to show several hours using their
clocks only. Then ask what time it will be half an hour later and show how third clock will be. Then three and a half, and so on. Repeat this using your hour pointer only as an example and make children do the same. Once this is safe, there is a lot of mathematics you can do using your line of circular numbers to calculate what time it will be: Halfa n
hour later half an hour and a half an hour earlier All these four options must include examples that make bridge 12. This video features a teacher explaining how he teaches clock and medium past this way. Also © I recommend this website that contains © a single teaching relay to help (can it turn different pointers to whiteness?? s o you can only see
the pointer of hours, minutes or seconds). Finally, at this stage, the children of Year 1 and 2 are ready for the family worksheet, with clock faces and a half past. Although I did, of course, remove the pointers from the minutes! Tell the children that when they s e e a relay with two pointers, ignore the other hand for now and that they will still be able
to tell if © clock or medium past or almost clock or medium past. Throughout the day, when you are teaching to count the hours, call attention to class watch and say things like, huh? Let's go to the EP at 2:30 and look, the pointer is almost halfway between 2 and 3, which should mean it's almost 2:30, so within a few minutes it will be PE time.This is
© easier than having to remember about 6 which mean half past. I showed my Teacher of Year 1 how to the time using this © and she was thrilled as it was easy for them. Telling the time on KS1: Teaching room and room for the next read, ask the children what time they think it might be? A number line that points more than two to three to
represent the fourth after two points that no © half the way yet, by is so, can © half of the past, but it has passed the two, so it can until © © late BE TWO OLAS GUARANTEES watch. Move your 2 and 3 post its really too far (away from the rest of the number line) and put your hand to half past. Then add another idA2ntica hand halfway between two
and a half hands passed: A number of two three to three pointing with left A number of two to three pointing with a single arrow hand to help children understand past room and for when to tell time© Enter the idof this last© quarter (i.e. halfway between the A@ clock and past). Then model this on the full timeline 1.A2 Emendas@ 12, before moving
to show it in your adapted watch. Then make children use their adapted watch faces to show past room several times. Then repeat the entire process for quarter to. A simple exercise of health and health of third space learning online interventions52. Let's not introduce ourselves using our watch to find out that quarter of an hour sooner or later it's ©
at this point, since its concept of a room is© probably cloudy and we can leave it up to © that they have done much more work in fractions. At this stage, it is worth noting to students that it may be difficult to know exactly where to put the hand of our time to the room and to the room, because time number ones are very close. This will pave the way
for introducing the minute's heart. Saying the time in KS1: Teaching the minute hand When teaching time in KS1 we will initially introduce the minute hand, emphasizing the position (instead of the number) to which they are pointing. Enter Enter minute hand as a tool to help us verify that we read the hand of hour correctly using a watch face,
without numbers divided into rooms. Explain that when the minute hand points directly upwards, it means that it'll even up until it. Turn your hand to show half a turn, so your hand is down. It is turned halfway so that it is only shows that it is half past. Leave your quarters for a while until the first two are safe. Making children get up and go half back
can help here, as some kids find the concept of really complicated turns. Then make the children in their small watches to make the it to the left clock and half past using the minute hand (his watches should have only one minute hand which should be longer than the hour hand they have used earlier). At this time you will need two watch faces. One
will show the hours and the other will show only the minutes. Now, using both watches side by side, show how the minute hand is there to help us check if we read the hand of time correctly. Show this in your two post that watches like this: Explain that we look at our time clock first. Looks like it's a two-hour watch. But now let's check by looking at
our minute watch. Is the little hand pointed up? If so, then we will have to check your watch 2.00.0. One important thing to note (which seems obvious to us, but it is not for some children) is to: when we say that the hand is pointing, we mean the tip of the arrow and not the wider parts of the tip of the arrow. Let this clear, drawing lines from the tip
out for circle circumference can help children see what we mean. This is also a useful strategy for later, to show when the hand can, at first glance, seem to be pointing to Hahahan@ abut actually © A little hello © m, for example, when teaching intervals of minutes. Go through the same procedure for half an hour. Check the hour manual relay first. It
looks like you're halfway between 2 and 3, so just... © Probably half past 2: So, letrinha checks by staring Hand of minute: It's pointing straight down, so we were right, it was kind of past. Then show this watch: Reflecting on how, in this case, it is difficult to tell exactly where the hand of the hour is pointing. Draw a line forward from the tip of the
arrow. This will show that it is slightly beyond 2, so it should be later than 2 i@ the clock nhor, but not completely halfway between 2 and 3, so it is probably not half past either. Maybe it's a room. At this point, ask: was our minute hand a quarter of the way around your watch? If so, we'll know it's past room. Now you are ready to introduce the curve
and the idea of last room. Make many examples where children have to read the two watches side by side, as below: When you introduce quarter to, do this using your minute hand clock starting directly up and moving the hand from minute to back to what would be the position of 152; 9a. Explain how the hand is now a quarter of the way to the top,
so it is showing a room to: Children will need many examples of practical reading like these, but once they have is so, you can make the point that in real life, people donatez. In real life, both hands are on the same clock. To read a real watch or watch, make sure you read the hand of the hour first and then use the minute hand to check if you were
right. At this point, you can finally introduce regular watches and do a lot of practical reading or Ivez watch, half past, past room and room for. Saying the time at KS2: Teach the minutes When teaching time in year three in order to introduce minute hand reading using numbers instead of just position, we will again use two watches. But before that,
spend some time helping children understand how long it is a minute. To do this, see how many paper clipsChildren can pick up one at a time in just one minute, or how many jumps, or what it feels like to be completely immobile and silent for a minute. Explain that there are sixty minutes in an hour, hour, The type of clock shown below, where every
minute is marked. Children can try to count too in order to verify that there are really 60 spaces! Then the child are to make a line of 1 to 12 numbers using cubes grouped in 5s. Explain that we are doing this in a number of number first to facilitate and that each cube represents a minute. Also explain that instead of having to count the minutes in one
they are grouped in five-sized, to make it easier. Take the time in KS2: Teaching minutes after the template time counting throughout the clock while counting the groups of 5 cubes (SO 5.10 15, 20 etc). Add a second line of posting above the first, with these 5ths of 5 on them, but the last one has placed a 0 as well as a 60. This is because we will
initially express all time in terms of minutes past the time, and we will return later To learn how to express time in a minute time for the next hour. So, now put your minute hand on the number number in several points: Explain that when the minute points to 4, this means that it is 20 minutes passed any number that the hand of the hour is showing.
And so on for all the numbers from 1 to 11. So explain that it points to 12 that is an entire hour. We do not say 3:60, we say 4 hours. Your next step will be reintroducing our two clocks. In groups, children should make two clocks using your post or as in the image below. Image courtesy of teachingspecialthinkers.com/telling-time-is-easy The minute
clock needs to have groups of 5 cubes by separating each numeral, and a second circle of dips with the multiple 5 forming a second outer ring. Go through a sane of examples where the children have to read the time clock first, and then the minute clock. Make sure you try to get your hand to be in the right place for minutes! At this point the children
are probably ready to read the two hands in the same at the same time. here, do the practice of the most oral worksheet (but not yet expressing time as minutes for the hour.) saying saying sayinghour in KS2: Teach minutes by the hour In order to start teaching children minutes per hour, make the connection between the versaes :15 and :30 and the
past quarters, half past. Then use :45 to mark the discretion. We say 45 minutes after 9:00, but a quarter to 10. In the cubed clock, count in 5s in the anti-horarite sense from 12 to 7, writing these numbers to form a third ring. Then point to number 11. Say when the minute hand points to 11, this shows that it has passed 55 minutes of the hour but 5
minutes to the next hour.Next point to 10. Say, when the minute hand points to 10, this shows that it has already passed 50 minutes of the hour but 10 minutes to the next hour, and so on © 25. As before, do this in two clocks. Read the time first, then give the time in past minutes, then finally in minutes to, reminding students that ©??the next hour?.
Again, allow a lot of practice before switching to both hands on the same watch (and then much more practice!) If the children get stuck learning to say the time If the children get stuck, go back and consolidate the previous step. Some children may find the minutes for the hour a step too far for now. In that case, leave it and let them become really
proficient in telling the hours in terms of minutes spent on time. Go back to that next period. However, practice counting time every day in class (using minutes per hour) so that this becomes something that children can do easily and automatically. As you teach this, you will see that, having divided it into small steps, it shows how complex © count
time in reality. It's a place where we expect children to coordinate many different things at the same time, which quickly overloads the working memory. However, if we give the children enough time to practice each component aspect separately, Step will become stored in the long-term memory as an q ¢ ChunkA ¢. Likewise, we already do not know
consciously all the letters when we read, but we can simply g ¢ ?? What is one It says that given enough practice, children will be able to equal themselves only to readaptation from a clock or clock. Once they arrive at this stage, we can begin to introduce some of the most complex concepts they should learn in higher KS2, such as estimating for the
closest minute, and converting time units between 12 and 24-hour and between Analogical and digital broadcasters. As in all teachings, whenever children struggle with something we are trying to teach them, it is worth asking: we will have crushed your work memory when underestimating how complex is something? Which seems simple to a
company to which one can trust 152; EXPERTRESA ~ It may well be composed of many small steps, each of which needs separate teaching. Read more Learn to say the time is one of these topics that may require a very individualized approach. Children apprehend the concept at different speeds and with different levels of understanding. Ita39} It is
worth recruiting the help of parents in support of any method that you would choose as a school to teach count time. Whenever possible, one's personalized tips for one is the ideal solution for this topic, so you can work through the concept slowly cementing each step in the process before moving forward. Online 1-A-1 math classes entrusted by
schools and teachers teachers every week Third Space Learning € 1a € ™ 1a€ ™ 14 € ™ Thousands of primary school children with classes and interventions of weekly mathematics online. Since 2013, we have helped more than 100,000 children to become more confident, mathematical capable. Learn more or ask for a personalized quotation to talk
to us about your needs and how can we help. Relief!
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