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Durability,	strength,	smooth	feel,	aesthetics,	and	more	are	the	fruits	of	leather	crafts.	For	varying	reasons	like	these,	leather	lovers	choose	this	exquisite	material	for	making	multiple	products	like	leather	purses,	couches,	and	clothing.	Because	of	the	less	vulnerability	of	leather	to	damage,	you	can	find	leather	crafts	lasting	for	long	periods.However,
lack	of	maintenance	and	improper	care	could	stiffen	your	leather	piece,	leaving	it	prone	to	cracks	and	leather	peeling.	Hence,	knowing	how	to	soften	leather	would	help	you	salvage	it	whenever	the	need	arises.The	good	news	is	that	you	can	handle	this	task	yourself	at	home,	using	such	supplies	as	a	leather	conditioner,	mink	oil,	and	other	appropriate
solutions.	This	guide	would	take	you	through	making	your	treasured	leather	artifacts	supple,	soft,	and	elegant	again.What	Causes	Leather	Stiffness?Before	starting	softening	leather	belts,	shoes,	and	other	items,	have	you	ever	thought	of	what	could	cause	this	stiffness?	Most	people	think	that	the	stiffness	of	leather	would	often	result	from	the	animal
hide.But,	this	might	not	be	the	case	always,	as	leather	hides	from	goatskin	and	lambskin	are	distinct	and	supple	compared	to	the	buffalo	skin	and	the	likes.	Irrespective	of	theleather	type,	improper	storage	and	less	care	for	the	leather	is	the	common	cause	behind	leather	stiffness.Leather	artifacts	need	the	right	storage	conditionsa	cool	and	dry	place,
as	high	humidity	makes	such	pieces	prone	to	stiffness.Methods	for	Softening	LeatherAs	you	kick	softening	your	leather	shoes,	belts,	or	any	other	item,	it	is	essential	to	prepare	them	first.	To	begin	with,	cleaning	the	entire	surface	of	the	leathercraft	as	well	as	using	a	damp	cloth	and	suitable	leather	cleaners	is	wise	and	effective.Once	done,	let	the
leather	piece	dry	away	from	direct	sunlight	and	heatyou	can	use	an	electric	fan	or	blower	with	medium	settings	to	dry	it	faster.	That	said,	the	following	are	some	effective	methods	for	softening	leather.Method	1:	Leather	ConditionerUsing	appropriate	leather	conditioners	is	the	way	to	go	on	how	to	soften	leather	straps	and	other	accessories.	You	can
get	suitable	options	from	various	leather	and	hardware	stores	out	there.	Then,	apply	the	product	following	the	manufacturers	instructions	and	expect	your	leather	item	to	appear	better.Method	2:	Coconut	OilYou	can	use	coconut	oil	to	condition	your	leather	piece	and	soften	them.	Thus,	it	would	help	to	learn	how	to	soften	leather	with	coconut	oil	to
help	achieve	the	right	results.	This	hack	works	better	with	lightly	heating	the	leather	clothing	or	accessory.So,	begin	by	setting	your	hair	dryer	on	low	heat	and	work	on	the	leather.	Then,	start	rubbing	the	coconut	oil	onto	the	leather	surface,	covering	small	areas	at	a	time.	However,	it	would	help	conduct	a	spot	test	first,	as	this	solution	could	darken
leathersurfaces.Method	3:	Mink	OilMink	oil	is	another	alternative,	which	is	a	handy	option	for	folks	searching	for	how	to	soften	leather	trousers	or	jackets	with	homemade	supplies.	Start	by	saturating	a	clean	and	soft	rag	with	mink	oil	and	apply	evenly	on	the	surface	of	the	leather	accessory.You	may	need	to	apply	in	two	or	more	layers;	however,	it
would	be	best	to	rub	in	circular	motions	and	dry	each	oil	layer	before	rubbing	another.	After	the	leather	absorbs	the	oil	for	a	couple	of	days,	you	will	find	a	noticeable	difference.Method	4:	Rubbing	Alcohol	and	VaselineAnother	effective	technique	for	making	leather	soft	and	supple	involves	rubbing	alcohol	and	Vaseline.	Knowing	how	to	soften	leather
shoes	with	Vaseline	and	isopropyl	alcohol	can	help	restore	your	leather	items,	and	guess	what?	It	is	less	expensive!Damp	a	cotton	ball	with	rubbing	alcohol	on	the	prepared	leather	surface.	Then,	start	applying	a	generous	amount	of	Vaseline	on	the	items	surface,	and	let	the	mix	sit	overnight	and	work	into	the	piece.Method	5:	Commercial	Creams	and
WaxesAre	you	interested	in	learning	how	to	soften	leather	boots?	Then,	you	should	know	that	there	are	a	vast	number	of	commercial	products	in	the	form	of	waxes	and	creams	that	could	help	with	such.Applying	such	supplies	to	the	leather	and	letting	them	rest	on	the	piece	for	a	few	minutes	before	wiping	them	off	with	a	cloth	would	work	the	magic.
However,	it	is	crucial	to	read	the	products	instructions	first	and	conduct	a	spot	test	on	an	insignificant	area	of	the	leather	artifact	to	prevent	likely	damage.Caring	for	Softened	LeatherAfter	achieving	the	desired	result	from	using	any	of	the	leather	softening	methods	mentioned	above,	it	is	crucial	to	care	for	the	piece	and	preserve	this	upshot.	Thus,
you	can	maintain	your	softened	leather	with	the	following	best	practices.	Keep	leather	items	away	from	excessive	heat	and	avoid	exposing	them	to	prolonged	sunlight.	A	good	cleaning	schedule	would	suffice,	depending	on	how	often	you	use	your	leather	items,	and	please	ensure	you	use	the	right	supplies	to	prevent	possible	damages.	Kindly	ensure
that	you	dont	use	dye-contained	products	for	polishing	or	conditioning	your	leather	artifacts.	Dont	seal	leather	in	plastic	bags	and	store	it	in	cool,	dry,	well-ventilated	places.	Always	read	the	labels	and	tags	of	leather	products	and	keep	the	manufacturers	instructions	upon	caring	for	them.	It	is	highly	effective	to	conduct	spot	tests	on	inconspicuous
leather	pieces	before	applying	products	on	the	entire	leather	surface	such	action	would	prevent	likely	damages.	Read	Also:	How	to	Soften	Leather	Belts	Top	TipsFAQsQ:	What	can	you	soak	leather	in	to	soften	it?If	you	are	keen	on	how	to	soften	rawhide	leather,	you	should	know	that	it	gets	soft	and	starts	stretching	if	soaked	in	water.	Thus,	you	can
leave	the	leather	hide	in	water	for	a	day	and	expect	tremendous	results.Nevertheless,	this	method	does	not	apply	to	finished	leather	goods,	as	the	excess	moisture	can	cause	likely	damages.	You	can	subject	such	products	to	leather	conditioner,	coconut	oil,	mink	oil,	or	a	blend	of	rubbing	alcohol	and	Vaseline.	And	you	would	find	them	looking	supple
and	soft.Q:	How	do	you	treat	hard	leather?Several	methods	are	popular	in	treating	hard	leather	and	restoring	the	suppleness	of	leather	artifacts.	Some	of	the	commonest	options	include:	Using	an	appropriate	leather	conditioner	would	work	on	softening	the	leather	piece,	but	it	is	crucial	to	first	clean	the	leather	surface	with	a	suitable	leather	cleaner
before	conditioning	it.	You	can	employ	coconut	oil	also	to	treat	hard	leather.	First,	keep	the	leather	lightly	heated	and	apply	the	oil	using	a	cotton	ball.	Rubbing	alcohol	and	Vaseline	can	also	work	wondersdab	rubbing	alcohol	across	the	prepared	leather	surface	and	rub	Vaseline	on	the	leather	afterward.	Q:	Does	WD-40	soften	leather?From	baseball
gloves	to	dog	collars,	various	leather	items	exist	can	soften	with	WD-40	spray.	It	may	seem	unusual,	but	this	lubricant	applied	generously	on	a	leather	shoe	can	help	soften	it	and	make	it	pretty	comfy	to	wear.Work	onto	the	leather	furniture	or	accessory	once	you	spray	this	product	on	the	leather	surface	with	a	soft	and	clean	cloth.	Let	it	sit	for	some
time	and	expect	tremendous	results	afterward.	It	is	recommended	to	perform	a	spot	test	beforehand,	ensuring	that	this	spray	would	not	damage	the	leather	piece.Q:	How	do	you	restore	old	dry	leather?Start	the	leather	restoration	process	by	wiping	dust	and	debris	off	the	products	surface	and	cleaning	with	a	leather	cleaner	or	mild	dishwashing	soap.
Allow	the	leather	piece	to	dry	away	from	direct	sunlight	and	excess	heat;	you	can	employ	an	electric	fan	to	hasten	the	process.If	the	old	leather	surface	appears	cracked,	it	will	help	fix	this	solution.	Apply	some	leather	fillers	and	let	them	dry	for	some	hours.	Then,	consider	conditioning	the	leather	product	to	make	it	look	nicer.Q:	How	do	you	condition
old	leather?You	can	condition	an	old	leather	piece	using	an	appropriate	leather	conditioner	or	other	household	supplies	like	coconut	oil,	mink	oil,	or	even	olive	oil.	First,	remove	the	straps	or	laces	(if	any)	on	the	leather	and	start	wiping	out	dust	with	a	dry	rag.Move	further	to	damp	soft	cloth	or	soft-bristled	brush	with	good	leather	cleaner	and	start
cleaning	the	products	surface.	Wipe	the	cleaning	residue	with	a	dry	cloth	and	air	dry	the	leather.	Perform	a	spot	test	with	the	conditioning	product	and	condition	the	leather	appropriately	if	suitable.Q:	How	do	you	soften	a	hard	leather	bag?There	are	various	methods	to	soften	stiff	leather	bags,	and	one	of	the	common	and	efficient	options	is	using	a
leather	conditioner.	To	start	with,	remove	the	contents	in	the	bag	and	get	its	surface	prepared	by	cleaning	appropriately	with	a	suitable	cleaning	agent	for	leather.Allow	the	leather	air	to	dry	and	apply	a	generous	amount	of	your	leather	conditioner,	following	the	manufacturers	instructions.	Aside	from	this	method,	you	can	employ	other	fitting
commercial	creams	and	waxes	or	use	suitable	household	supplies	like	coconut	oil	and	mink	oil.Q:	How	do	you	soften	fake	leather?Unlike	genuine	leather,	vegan	leather	is	not	made	from	animal	skin.	Still,	you	can	also	get	and	apply	suitable	conditioners	to	help	soften	such	leather	products.	You	can	rub	some	vinyl	leather	conditioner	in	small	circular
motions	using	a	soft	and	clean	rag	for	faux	leather.Then,	use	another	dry	cloth	to	get	out	the	excess	conditioner	on	the	leather	piece	and	let	this	product	air	dry.Q:	Can	you	soften	leather	using	coconut	oil?Coconut	oil	works	well	as	a	leather	conditioner	and	is	handy	for	softening	stiff	leather	items.	Briskly	heat	the	leather	using	a	hairdryer	set	on	low
heat	(for	about	ten	minutes).Then,	massage	the	oil	onto	the	leather	surface	using	your	fingers	and	let	it	sit	for	several	hours.	Such	an	action	would	help	make	the	leather	softener	and	look	nicer	but	conduct	a	spot	test	beforehand,	as	coconut	oil	may	darken	the	leathers	color.	Wrap	UpPeople	who	love	and	use	leather	items	can	testify	to	this	materials
durability.	However,	it	is	not	uncommon	to	notice	leather	items	getting	pretty	stiff	or	cracking	with	little	or	no	care.	Hence,	the	need	to	maintain	and	store	leather	artifacts	properly.Do	you	find	your	leather	products	appearing	stiff?	You	can	learn	how	to	soften	leather	using	suitable	household	supplies.	It	is	rare	to	find	the	home	remedies	explained
above	not	working	for	softening	leather	pieces.	Nevertheless,	you	can	take	your	leathercrafts	to	an	expert	if	the	need	arises.	Frustrated	with	stiff	leather	that	wont	soften,	no	matter	what	you	do?I	get	itit	can	be	incredibly	frustrating.Whether	its	your	favorite	pair	of	boots,	that	cool	leather	jacket,	or	a	cherished	handbag,	rigid	leather	can	feel	like	an
insurmountable	problem.You	wear	it	constantly	and	try	every	trick	in	the	book,	yet	the	leather	remains	stubbornly	stiff.In	this	guide,	were	going	to	let	you	in	on	all	the	secrets	from	gentle	conditioning	hacks	to	clever	maintenance	tricks	thatll	keep	your	leather	feeling	soft	for	years.And	the	best	part?	Its	all	laid	out	in	a	friendly,	easy-to-follow	format
thatll	have	you	feeling	like	a	leather-care	pro	in	no	time.Common	Causes	of	Stiff	LeatherLets	explore	some	common	culprits	behind	stiff	leather	and	how	to	avoid	these	pitfalls.Exposure	to	Water:	One	of	the	biggest	offenders	when	it	comes	to	stiff	leather	is	water.	When	leather	gets	wet	and	dries,	it	loses	its	natural	oils	and	becomes	hard	and	stiff.	I
left	my	leather	gloves	out	in	the	rain	and	didnt	dry	them	properly.	They	turned	rock-hard!	Lack	of	Conditioning:	Over	time,	if	leather	products	are	not	properly	conditioned,	they	can	lose	moisture	and	become	stiff.	I	have	a	leather	jacket	that	I	love.	To	keep	it	in	top	condition,	I	make	it	a	habit	to	condition	it	every	few	months.Improper	Storage	in	Dry
Environments:	Remember	when	you	left	your	leather	boots	in	a	dark,	damp	corner	for	months?	Yeah,	thats	not	the	best	idea.	Improper	storage	conditions,	like	extreme	temperatures	or	high	humidity,	can	contribute	to	leather	stiffening.Use	and	Wear:	Leather	is	a	durable	material,	but	it	does	undergo	wear	and	tear	over	time.	Repeated	bending,
folding,	and	stretching	can	make	certain	areas	stiffer	than	others.	This	is	especially	true	for	shoes	and	bags,	where	specific	parts	may	experience	more	strain.Exposure	to	Chemicals:	Lastly,	exposure	to	certain	chemicals,	like	cleaning	agents	not	meant	for	leather	or	even	body	oils	and	sweat,	can	cause	the	leather	to	stiffen.	Its	important	to	use	leather-
specific	cleaners	and	conditioners.Preparation	Before	SofteningAlright,	before	we	dive	into	the	fun	part	of	softening	your	leather,	its	important	to	prepare	properly.	Heres	how	to	get	started:1.	Assessing	the	Leather	TypeKnowing	what	kind	of	leather	youre	dealing	with	is	crucial	because	it	helps	determine	the	best	softening	method.	Here	are	a	few
common	types:Full-Grain	Leather:	This	is	the	highest	quality	leather,	made	from	the	top	layer	of	the	hide.	Softening	it	can	take	a	bit	more	effort	due	to	its	thickness.Top-Grain	Leather:	Slightly	processed	to	remove	imperfections,	top-grain	leather	is	still	high-quality	and	commonly	used	in	furniture	and	accessories.Genuine	Leather:	Despite	the	name,
genuine	leather	is	a	bit	of	a	mixed	bag.	Its	made	from	real	leather	but	goes	through	more	processes,	making	it	less	durable	than	full-grain	or	top-grainSuede	and	Nubuck:	These	types	have	a	soft,	velvety	texture	and	are	made	from	the	underside	of	the	hide.	They	require	special	care	and	delicate	methods	to	avoid	damage	while	softening.Patent
Leather:	This	has	a	shiny,	glossy	finish	and	is	more	resistant	to	water	and	stains.	Softening	patent	leather	is	tricky,	as	it	can	lose	its	sheen	if	treated	improperly.2.	Cleaning	the	LeatherAlright,	folks,	before	you	start	softening	that	stiff	leather,	its	time	to	give	it	a	good	cleaning.	Heres	how	you	can	properly	clean	your	leather	items.Dust	Off:	Use	a	soft
cloth	or	a	gentle	brush	to	remove	any	dust,	dirt,	or	debris	from	the	surface	of	the	leather.Spot	Test:	Before	using	any	cleaning	solution,	perform	a	spot	test	on	a	hidden	area	of	the	leather	to	ensure	it	doesnt	cause	discoloration	or	damage.Mild	Soap	Solution:	Mix	a	small	amount	of	mild	soap	(like	a	mild	liquid	dish	soap)	with	water	to	create	a	gentle
cleaning	solution.	Dampen	a	clean	cloth	with	the	solution	and	gently	wipe	down	the	leather	in	a	circular	motion.Dry	Thoroughly:	Use	a	dry	cloth	to	remove	excess	moisture	from	the	leather.	Allow	the	leather	to	air	dry	completely	before	moving	on	to	the	softening	stage3.	Gathering	Necessary	SuppliesI	keep	a	small	leather	care	kit	at	home	with	all
these	supplies.	Its	convenient	and	ensures	Im	always	ready	to	tackle	leather-related	issues.	Heres	a	handy	list	of	supplies	for	various	softening	methods:Leather	ConditionerLeather	Softening	OilSoft	ClothsHair	DryerDistilled	White	VinegarBeeswaxSoftening	Leather:	Tried	and	Tested	MethodsThere	are	several	ways	to	soften	stiff	leather,	each	with	its
advantages.	Lets	explore	these	methods	in	detail,	so	you	can	choose	the	one	that	suits	your	needs	and	leather	type	best.1.	ConditioningThis	is	the	most	straightforward	and	effective	method.	Just	apply	a	small	amount	of	leather	conditioner	to	a	clean	cloth	and	rub	it	into	the	leather	in	circular	motions.	Let	it	sit	overnight,	and	youll	notice	a	significant
difference.I	remember	the	first	time	I	tried	this	on	my	old	leather	boots,	it	was	like	they	were	brand	new	again.2.	Using	Natural	OilsNatural	oils	like	coconut,	olive,	or	even	mink	can	work	wonders.They	penetrate	the	leather,	providing	deep	conditioning.	But	be	careful	not	to	overdo	it,	as	too	much	oil	can	leave	your	leather	greasy.Using	a	soft	cloth,
apply	the	oil	in	circular	motions.	Allow	the	oil	to	soak	in	for	a	few	hours	or	overnight.3.	Heat	ApplicationHeat	helps	to	soften	leather	by	loosening	its	fibers	and	allowing	oils	or	conditioners	to	penetrate	more	deeply.However,	too	much	heat	can	cause	damage,	so	its	important	to	be	cautious.Apply	a	thin	layer	of	leather	conditioner.	Use	a	hairdryer	on	a
low	setting	or	a	heat	gun	from	a	safe	distance.Allow	the	leather	to	cool	and	absorb	the	conditioner.Ive	softened	a	stiff	leather	wallet	using	a	hairdryer	and	it	turned	out	beautifully.	4.	Using	a	Leather	Softening	SprayLeather	softening	sprays	are	convenient	and	effective,	especially	for	larger	items	like	jackets	and	sofas.Ive	used	Kiwi	leather	softening
spray	on	my	leather	car	seats.	Its	quick,	easy,	and	keeps	them	in	great	conditionShake	the	spray	can	thoroughly	before	use.	Hold	the	can	about	6	inches	from	the	leather	and	spray	evenly	across	the	surface.5.	Rubbing	Alcohol	and	VaselineRubbing	alcohol	helps	open	the	leather	fibers,	allowing	Vaseline	to	penetrate	and	moisturize	effectively.Mix	a
solution	of	equal	parts	rubbing	alcohol	and	water,	and	apply	it	with	a	cloth.	Once	it	dries,	rub	a	bit	of	Vaseline	into	the	leather	to	moisturize	it.This	method	is	a	bit	more	intensive	but	it	can	soften	stubborn	leather.6.	Professional	ServicesIf	all	else	fails,	take	your	leather	item	to	a	professional.	Leather	specialists	have	the	tools	and	knowledge	to	soften
even	the	toughest	leather.I	once	took	a	cherished	leather	jacket	to	a	pro,	and	the	results	were	nothing	short	of	amazing	it	was	worth	every	penny.Source:	The	Budget	Equestrian	YT	ChannelThings	to	Avoid	When	Softening	LeatherSoftening	leather	can	be	tricky,	but	avoiding	common	mistakes	will	keep	your	leather	looking	and	feeling	great.	Heres
what	you	need	to	know:Watch	the	Water:	Too	much	water	can	make	leather	stiff	and	prone	to	stains.Heat	with	Caution:	While	heat	can	soften	leather,	too	much	can	burn	or	dry	it.	Think	gentle	warmth,	not	scorching	heat.	I	once	soaked	my	leather	shoes,	and	they	ended	up	stiffer	than	before.	Lesson	learned!Condition	in	Moderation:	Too	much
conditioner	leaves	a	greasy	residue.	I	condition	my	leather	jacket	every	few	months,	and	a	little	goes	a	long	way.Be	Kind	with	Chemicals:	Harsh	cleaners	can	strip	away	the	natural	oils	in	leather,	leaving	it	dull	and	brittle.	Stick	to	products	designed	for	leather	care.Test,	Dont	Guess:	Always	test	new	products	on	a	small,	hidden	area	of	your	leather
item	first.	It	could	save	you	from	a	big	headache	laterKeeping	Leather	Goods	Luxuriously	SoftAh,	so	youve	softened	up	your	leather	treasures,	but	how	do	you	ensure	they	stay	that	way?	Here	are	some	friendly	tips:Store	your	leather	in	a	cool,	dry	spot	away	from	sunlight.If	they	get	wet,	gently	pat	them	dry	and	let	them	air	out	naturally.	No	hairdryer
heat,	please	thats	a	recipe	for	stiffness.Say	no	to	harsh	chemicals.	Theyre	like	the	cranky	neighbors	keep	them	at	a	distance.Treat	your	leather	with	care.	Avoid	overloading	bags,	hanging	jackets	on	sharp	hooks,	or	subjecting	them	to	unnecessary	stress.Source:	Chucks	Leather	Works	YT	ChannelConclusionWith	a	little	love	and	attention,	you	can
soften	stiff	leather	and	keep	it	looking	and	feeling	luxurious	for	years.	Remember	to	clean	your	leather	regularly,	condition	it,	and	protect	it	from	harsh	elements	like	heat	and	water.	By	following	these	simple	tips,	youll	be	able	to	enjoy	your	favorite	leather	pieces	with	that	soft	and	supple	feel	you	love.	So	go	ahead,	show	your	leather	some	tender
loving	care,	and	let	its	natural	beauty	shine	through!Resources	ConsultedRecycle	ZoneGoing	Zero	Waste	James	Chiles	is	a	distinguished	expert	in	the	realm	of	leather	craftsmanship,	boasting	over	twenty	years	of	hands-on	experience	and	a	suite	of	prestigious	certifications	including	Certified	Leather	Technician	(CLT)	and	Master	Craftsman	in
Leatherworking.	His	journey	into	leatherworking	began	in	his	formative	years,	where	he	imbibed	traditional	techniques	from	his	family	lineage,	fostering	a	profound	passion	for	the	art.	With	a	steadfast	commitment	to	sustainability,	James	holds	a	LEAP	certification,	reflecting	his	dedication	to	environmentally-conscious	practices	in	leather
manufacturing.	James	Chiles	draws	inspiration	from	two	titans	of	the	leathercraft	world,	Ian	Atkinson	and	Nigel	Armitage,	whose	profound	impact	has	shaped	his	journey	and	fueled	his	passion	for	excellence.	Leather	is	a	pliable	material	that	you	can	use	for	a	long	time	with	a	little	care.	Neither	today	nor	tomorrow	the	process	of	making	leather	is
going	on	since	7000	years	ago.	This	industry	is	too	big	in	the	world	right	now	beyond	thinking.	Leather	is	very	important	also	in	the	world	of	fashion	and	sports.	Not	just	leather	shoes,	but	also	jackets,	belts,	wallets,	bands,	gloves,	and	many	more.	There	is	nothing	in	the	world	that	will	not	deteriorate.	According	to	the	research	of	Researchgate,
comfort	is	the	second	key	aspect	of	purchasing	footwear	after	shoe	soles.	And	we	all	know	a	soft	shoe	brings	maximum	comfort	to	its	wearer.	Leather	loses	its	strength	and	durability	over	time.	Sometimes	it	becomes	stiff	due	to	several	reasons.	You	can	feel	the	material	very	hard	by	wearing	or	touching	it.	Some	reasons	such	as	different	weather
conditions.	Also,	there	are	different	fake	leather	materials	that	are	sold	saying	real	leather	and	these	shoes	wear	out	very	quickly,	so	the	knowledge	of	the	right	material	is	also	necessary	to	avoid	it.	First,	you	must	know	different	grades	of	leather	materials	according	to	their	specialty.	Then	we	will	move	further	to	the	answer	to	todays	question	of	how
to	soften	stiff	leather	shoes.	Lets	get	started,	When	it	comes	to	softening	leather,	it	is	important	to	consider	types	because	different	types	of	leather	need	different	strategies	and	products	to	achieve	great	results.	Mainly	we	can	see	three	types	of	grades	of	leather.	Full	Grain	Leather	Top-grain	Leather	Suede	Leather	If	you	recognize	its	grade	well,	it
will	be	very	easy	to	buy	the	best	products	or	materials	according	to	your	use.	Full-grain	leather	contains	complete	protein	and	useful	elements.	So	its	softness,	toughness,	and	strength	are	very	high.	It	means	full-grain	leather	shoes	are	the	best	for	long-term	uses	as	it	does	not	lose	their	softness	over	a	short	period	of	time.	Top	grain	means	it	is	the
topmost	layer.	It	is	removed	and	polished	properly,	then	there	is	no	protein	and	vitamin	left	in	it,	so	softness	is	reduced.	Also,	its	toughness	and	strength	are	greatly	reduced	than	full-grain	leather.	This	does	not	mean	that	top-grain	leather	does	not	make	good	products.	It	is	available	at	a	lower	cost	than	full-grain	leather.	But	I	will	recommend	full-
grain	leather	first,	after	that,	I	will	recommend	this.	Now	you	must	have	come	to	know	which	grade	of	leather	would	be	right	for	you.	Suede	leather	is	sensitive	as	compared	to	top-grain	and	full-grain	leather	because	it	is	the	most	oily	or	fatty	part	of	the	hide.	This	is	why	this	type	of	leather	needs	more	care.	It	greatly	repels	water	but	after	some	time
when	you	use	it,	it	loses	its	properties.	So,	water	is	not	a	great	option	to	clean	these	types	of	shoes.	Mostly	oily	substances	or	suede	cleaner	or	softener	is	a	good	option.	Fake	leather	is	something	that	is	made	from	artificial	products.	Like	PU	and	PVC	leather.	PU	leather	is	made	from	polyurethane	and	PVC	leather	is	made	from	petroleum	products.
These	shoes	look	real	but	when	you	follow	five	easy	steps,	you	can	recognize	whether	real	or	not.	First,	look	closely	at	the	shoe	material,	the	surface	of	real	leather	material	looks	smooth	but	irregular	because	it	has	pours.	Whereas	fake	leathers	surface	is	always	regular	and	shiny.	Touch	the	material	how	does	it	feel?	because	real	leather	feels	like	you
are	touching	a	fabric,	smooth	as	well	as	strong.	When	you	bend	the	material,	it	will	look	shinier	than	normal.	But	you	will	notice	no	changes	with	the	fake	one.	You	can	stretch	real	leather	to	some	extent	but	in	case	faux	leather	you	wont.	The	best	way	to	check	stretchability	is	by	mild	heating	the	material	for	a	few	seconds.	Whenever	you	apply
excessive	liquid	conditioner	on	real	leather	shoes	that	will	absorb	maximum	liquid	and	after	some	seconds	shoes	will	look	perfectly	polished.	Fake	leather	does	not	have	absorbing	properties	so	after	some	seconds	of	applying,	patches	may	be	noticed.	However,	you	can	smell	it	if	you	dont	have	any	problem.	Real	leather	smells	like	bit	sweet	but	fake
leather	smells	like	plastic	or	chemicals.	Everything	in	the	world,	if	it	is	given	a	little	care,	will	last	for	a	long	time.	Similarly,	you	can	take	care	of	leather	shoes	by	not	being	a	little	careless.	On	the	other	hand,	there	are	some	other	reasons	also,	like	Climate	plays	a	big	role	in	making	leather	shoes	stiff.	Whenever	there	is	less	moisture	in	the	climate	like
in	winter	and	shoes	are	outside,	due	to	lack	of	moisture,	the	material	gets	hard	and	stiff.	To	avoid	it	always	keep	your	shoes	inside	an	air-tight	container	or	wrapper.	You	can	also	find	shoe	crates	or	boxes	in	the	market	and	keep	shoes	inside	them,	that	would	be	a	good	idea!	In	winter	try	to	always	condition	shoes	with	a	good	quality	conditioner	on
regular	basis.	Either	you	are	wearing	it	or	not.	If	you	are	investing	a	high	amount	in	leather	shoes	then	always	choose	a	good	quality	cleaner	or	conditioner,	it	means	not	a	high-cost	product	but	a	product	with	good	customer	reviews	or	by	any	professionals	recommendation.	These	are	made	up	of	petroleum	products	but	for	high	profit,	some	companies
are	using	some	harmful	chemicals	which	are	not	only	making	shoes	stiff	but	also	peeling	problems	noticed.	You	May	Also	Read:	How	to	Fix	Leather	Shoes	Peeling	Lets	understand	it	in	two	types,	But,	before	you	start	any	of	the	methods	make	sure	to	clean	the	shoe	with	water	and	a	cloth	to	remove	specks	of	dust.	Now	make	the	shoe	dry	for	some
hours	and	then	follow	the	steps	below.	This	is	such	a	process	that	in	this	your	leather	shoe	will	work	flexibly	and	semi-waterproof.	Petroleum	jelly	Hair	Dryer	Water	First,	remove	the	laces	of	the	shoes.	Wet	your	fingers	in	water	and	rub	it	on	the	top	of	the	leather	shoe.	Clean	the	excess	water	with	a	help	of	a	cloth.	We	applied	water	because	if	there	is
invisible	dust	left	in	the	shoes,	it	will	come	out.	Now	our	shoe	is	ready	to	apply	petroleum	jelly.	Now	take	out	that	jelly	with	the	help	of	your	finger	and	apply	it	on	the	shoe.	Leave	the	shoe	for	some	hours	after	applying	the	jelly	well.	After	four	to	five	hours,	you	will	see	that	a	thin	layer	of	petroleum	jelly	has	formed	on	the	top	of	the	shoe.	Now	we	must
dry	the	shoe	by	keeping	the	hair	dryer	on	the	medium	and	from	five	inches	away.	See,	the	layer	of	petroleum	jelly	that	was	sitting	on	the	top	of	the	shoe	must	be	melting	slowly.	Now	rub	a	little	hard	where	the	melt	is	happening.	This	process	may	take	some	time,	so	you	have	to	take	it	easy.	After	this	melting	process	is	over,	the	shoes	have	to	be	left
for	15	minutes.	After	15	minutes,	take	a	damp	cloth	and	wipe	the	shoes	from	all	sides.	and	your	shoe	must	have	become	soft.	This	is	such	a	way	that	when	you	buy	a	new	shoe,	it	is	clean	because	it	has	come	direct	from	a	manufacturing	unit	and	no	one	has	used	it.	You	also	notice	the	shoe	is	a	bit	stiff	because	no	polishing,	conditioning,	and	wearing	for
a	long	time	until	a	customer	buys	it.	So,	after	some	days	of	using	and	caring	the	material	gets	soft.	Now	wear	the	shoe	without	using	socks.	Your	feet	may	be	a	little	sore,	so	walk	for	two	to	three	hours	with	the	shoes	on.	Then	the	next	day	use	shoes	for	two	to	three	hours.	By	doing	this	every	day	for	seven	days,	the	shoe	will	become	slightly	flexible	and
soft.	But	make	sure	to	use	a	leather	conditioner	before	wearing	the	shoe.	Whenever	you	see	a	bit	stiff	then	the	above	two	methods	are	best	applicable,	but	if	the	shoe	is	too	stiff	that	means	harming	your	feet	then,	You	have	to	buy	a	wooden	shoe	stretcher	which	also	has	a	knob	on	it.	As	there	is	a	finger	in	your	feet,	there	is	a	knob	to	shape	it.	Leather
conditioner	This	knob	is	to	be	applied	on	the	upper	part	of	the	same	shoe	stretcher	with	a	cloth.	Need	to	apply	a	little	more	leather	conditioner.	Take	it	and	fit	it	inside	the	shoe,	hold	the	wedging	handle	and	tighten	it	by	turning	the	lengthening	wheel.	Leave	it	like	this	for	24	hours.	By	doing	this,	the	vamp	of	the	shoe	will	absorb	the	moisture	inside	it.
Thats	why	it	demands	to	apply	more	conditioner.	You	will	get	result	100%	by	Doing	this.	A	hairdryer.	Olive	oil	to	heat.	I	can	say	also	that	using	mink	oil,	neatsfoot	oil,	coconut	oil,	and	dubbin	cream	also	works	well	for	soft	shoes.	Hand	Gloves	First,	wear	hand	gloves	to	avoid	mess,	after	that,	the	oil	has	to	be	heated.	Make	sure	to	maintain	the	oil
temperature	not	too	hot	and	not	too	cold.	This	must	be	applied	well	in	the	upper	part	of	the	shoe.	After	that,	the	hair	dryer	must	be	set	to	medium	heat	(100	Degrees	Fahrenheit)	and	dry	the	shoe	properly	from	a	safe	distance.	After	one	day	or	two,	you	will	notice	the	softness	of	the	material.	Here	are	2	reasons	to	use	saddle	soap.	There	is	fat	and	wax
inside	it	that	helps	to	keep	the	shoes	protected	from	stiffness,	giving	softness	and	smoothness.	Apply	saddle	soap	with	a	horsehair	brush	properly	to	the	surface	and	keep	it	for	some	hours.	You	are	done.	All	the	steps	mentioned	above	are	very	effective.	Just	give	it	some	time	and	do	the	process	comfortably.	If	methods	are	not	done	correctly,	then	there
are	chances	of	the	shoe	getting	damaged.	Think	a	little,	we	must	notice	that	when	we	use	any	oil	on	our	body,	our	skin	looks	a	little	shiny	and	feels	soft.	Similarly,	when	we	use	any	oily	ingredients	on	leather	it	will	feel	soft	and	shiny.	So,	here	we	are	not	doing	anything	new,	we	are	just	nourishing	the	leather	fabrics	from	the	inside	to	make	it	soft.	You
can	also	follow	these	steps	to	soften	old	unused	leather	shoes.	You	should	take	care	of	leather	shoes	in	the	same	way	as	you	take	care	of	your	body.	Dont	let	the	shoe	dry	for	a	long	time.	Apply	some	petroleum	jelly	or	leather	conditioner.	It	improves	the	durability	of	leather.	I	hope	that	the	concept	of	how	to	soften	stiff	leather	shoes	must	have	been
clear.	If	so	then	do	not	forget	to	comment	below.	Thank	you	for	reading	this	First,	apply	petroleum	jelly	or	natural	oil	all	over	the	shoe	with	the	help	of	your	fingers.	Now	the	leather	shoe	will	be	in	wet	condition,	the	access	oil	has	to	be	wiped	with	a	cloth.	Now	set	the	hair	dryer	to	medium	flow(120	degrees	Fahrenheit	)	and	dry	it	from	a	distance	of	7
cm	from	the	shoe.	Your	leather	shoe	will	become	soft.Note-	Never	blow	a	hair	dryer	on	an	empty	shoe.	Apply	some	natural	oil	on	the	top	of	the	leather	shoe	and	blow	it	Using	natural	oil	in	leather	shoes	increases	their	softness,	flexibility,	and	shiness.	Coconut	oil	is	pure	natural	oil.	Coconut	oil	has	to	be	heated	a	little	and	applied	to	all	parts	of	the
leather	shoe.Take	the	hair	dryer	and	blow	it	on	the	top	of	the	shoe	in	low	heat.	After	hitting	the	blow	well,	the	shoe	is	to	be	left	for	2	hours.	Your	shoe	must	have	become	soft	and	water-resistant.	It	is	the	place	where	the	shoe	gets	dirty	the	most	and	there	is	a	risk	of	damage.	As	it	is	a	part	of	the	shoe	so	taking	care	of	it	is	also	important.However,	you
can	not	make	it	soft	much	because	it	is	not	made	up	of	leather	and	is	hard	in	nature.	But	always	make	sure	to	apply	conditioner	when	you	are	cleaning	the	shoe.	STYLE.	COMMUNITY.	GREAT	CLOTHING.Bored	of	counting	likes	on	social	networks?	At	Styleforum,	youll	find	rousing	discussions	that	go	beyond	strings	of	emojis.	Click	Here	to	join
Styleforum's	thousands	of	style	enthusiasts	today!	Styleforum	is	supported	in	part	by	commission	earning	affiliate	links	sitewide.	Please	support	us	by	using	them.	You	may	learn	more	here.	Download	Article	Break	in	stiff	leather	shoes	quickly	with	our	complete	guide	Download	Article	New	leather	shoes	can	be	very	painful,	causing	blisters	and	other
foot-related	problems.	Unless	you	soften	them,	they	will	stay	that	way.	Fortunately,	there	are	several	was	to	soften	the	leather,	making	it	more	comfortable	for	your	feet.	Apply	mink	oil,	saddle	soap,	or	coconut	oil	to	your	shoes.Let	alcohol	dry	on	your	shoes	and	apply	petroleum	jelly	to	them.Wear	your	shoes	for	a	few	hours	at	a	time	every	few	days
until	they're	soft.1Clean	your	shoes	before	applying	any	additional	substance.	Oil	should	not	be	used	until	after	cleaning	your	shoes.	To	clean	your	shoes,	use	a	damp	cloth	and	lightly	wipe	away	any	grime	or	grit	attached	to	the	surface.	Wipe	them	again	with	a	dry	cloth	to	ensure	they	are	dry	and	ready	to	get	oiled.	2Select	your	oil.	Applying	oils	to
your	leather	shoes	will	restore	and	nourish	them,	leading	to	softer	shoes.	There	are	many	oils	which	can	soften	your	leather	shoes	and	prevent	or	reduce	stiffness.	Mink	oil,	saddle	soap,	coconut	oil,	and	foot	oil	are	all	useful	for	softening	leather	shoes.[1][2]Seek	the	aid	of	a	qualified	shoe	repair	professional	to	help	you	decide	which	kind	of	oil	might	be
best	for	your	shoes.Olive	oil	has	many	adherents,	but	some	report	that	it	leaves	oily	spots	behind	and	leads	to	deterioration	of	the	leather.	Advertisement	3Read	the	label	on	your	leather	oil.	Beware	of	leather	oils	which	contain	pine	tar,	castor	oil,	mineral	oils,	and	other	toxic	chemicals.[3]	These	ingredients	might	harm	or	cause	the	decomposition	of
your	leather	shoe.	Carefully	read	the	label	before	purchasing	a	particular	leather	oil.Consult	the	sales	staff	from	whom	you	purchased	your	leather	shoes	as	to	which	oil	is	best	for	your	shoes.4Apply	the	oil	to	your	shoes.	Pour	a	bit	of	oil	into	a	small,	clean	dish.	Wrap	two	fingers	with	a	clean	cloth	or	torn-up	t-shirt.	Dab	the	wrapped	fingers	lightly	in	the
oil	of	your	choice.	After	dipping	your	fingers,	lift	them	out	of	the	oil	and	allow	the	excess	to	drip	off.	Then,	bring	your	hand	to	the	cleaned	surface	of	your	leather	shoes	and	rub	the	oil	into	the	surface	of	shoe	with	gentle,	circular	motions.After	applying	one	coat,	let	it	absorb	thoroughly	into	the	shoe.Depending	on	your	shoe,	you	might	need	to	wait
several	hours	or	a	full	day	before	applying	another	coat.	If	you	can	see	your	shoes	are	still	oily,	or	feel	greasy	to	the	touch,	let	them	continue	to	sit	until	the	oil	has	done	its	work.After	the	oil	has	been	absorbed,	evaluate	the	softness	of	the	shoe.	If	you	wish	it	to	be	softer,	apply	another	coat	in	the	same	manner	as	the	first	and	evaluate	the	softness
again.	Repeat	as	necessary.EXPERT	TIP	Marc	Sigal	Shoe	Care	Specialist	Marc	Sigal	is	a	Shoe	Care	Specialist	based	in	Los	Angeles.	Marc	has	over	19	years	of	experience	working	in	the	world	of	e-commerce,	with	extensive	experience	with	the	care	of	luxury	goods.	He	is	currently	the	VP	of	Strategic	Partnerships	at	Blutag,	an	e-commerce	platform
helping	consumers	find	products.	Prior	to	Blutag,	he	founded	ButlerBox,	a	dry	cleaning	and	shoe	care	service	based	in	Los	Angeles,	California.	ButlerBox	reinvented	amenity	services	by	placing	custom-designed,	wrinkle-resistant	lockers	in	luxury	apartment	buildings,	class	A	office	buildings,	shopping	centers,	and	other	convenient	locations.	The
company	got	acquired	by	Rinse.com	in	2021.	Marc	has	a	BA	in	Global	and	International	Studies	from	the	University	of	California,	Santa	Barbara.	Use	oil	on	your	shoes	and	let	it	sit	overnight.	In	the	morning,	bend	the	shoes	with	your	hands	to	loosen	up	the	leather.	Advertisement	1Obtain	some	rubbing	alcohol.[4]	Rubbing	(isopropyl)	alcohol	is	readily
available	at	drug	stores	and	supermarkets.	Dont	try	to	use	regular	alcoholic	beverages	to	soften	your	leather	shoes;	youll	only	end	up	making	them	smell	like	booze.2Pour	some	alcohol	into	a	small	dish.	The	amount	youll	need	depends	on	your	shoe.	If	you	have	a	tall	shoe	or	boot,	youll	need	more	than	if	you	have	a	shoe	that	only	extends	to	your	ankle.
Dip	a	cotton	ball	in	the	alcohol	and	rub	it	all	over	your	leather	shoe	wherever	exposed	leather	is	visible.	Remove	the	laces,	if	present,	to	apply	the	alcohol	to	the	exposed	leather	on	the	tongue	and	on	the	inside	of	the	shoe.	Let	it	sit	and	dry	for	about	thirty	minutes.[5]3Apply	petroleum	jelly	to	the	shoe.[6]	Wherever	you	applied	the	alcohol,	apply
petroleum	jelly.	Use	a	small	brush	or	an	old	toothbrush	to	work	the	petroleum	jelly	into	the	shoe.	Apply	the	petroleum	jelly	in	such	a	way	that	only	a	thin	layer	is	left	on	the	shoe.	Let	the	shoes	sit	overnight.	After	allowing	the	shoes	to	sit	and	soften,	wipe	them	down	with	a	dry	cloth	to	remove	any	excess	petroleum	jelly.If	your	shoes	have	not	as	soft	as
youd	like	after	a	single	coat,	repeat	the	process	again	until	your	shoes	are	as	soft	as	you	want	them	to	be.	Sometimes	youll	need	to	apply	several	coats	to	reach	the	level	of	softness	you	want.	Advertisement	1Walk	around	in	your	shoes	for	half	a	day.[7]	One	way	to	soften	leather	is	to	wear	it.	Repeatedly	wearing	leather	shoes	will	help	them	become
more	pliable.	However,	if	you	walk	around	in	new	leather	shoes	all	day,	they	might	start	to	hurt.	You	can	minimize	that	chance	by	wearing	them	for	just	half	a	day,	then	swapping	them	for	some	more	comfortable	shoes.If	your	feet	start	to	hurt	while	wearing	the	shoes,	take	them	off	and	swap	them	for	another	pair,	even	if	you	havent	worn	them	the
whole	half-day.2Wear	the	shoes	again	for	just	half	a	day	two	days	later.[8]	And	then	wear	them	for	another	half	day	two	days	after	that.	Continue	wearing	the	new	shoes	every	other	day	in	half-day	increments.	When	they	feel	softer,	try	wearing	them	for	a	full	day.	Continue	to	wear	them	as	regularly	as	you	wish	thereafter.Feet	are	sweaty.	If	you	wear
the	shoes	two	days	in	a	row	when	theyre	new,	they	will	not	have	time	to	adequately	dry	out,	especially	when	they	are	new	and	still	tight	around	your	feet.3Be	patient.	Breaking	in	a	new	shoe	can	take	time.	Leather	often	requires	a	long	break-in	period	in	order	to	become	as	soft	as	you	may	want	it	to	be.[9]	Thinner	leathers	like	calfskin	will	likely	soften
more	easily,	but	if	your	shoes	have	a	lot	of	stitches	and	needlework,	they	will	take	longer	to	break	in.	You	can	speed	up	the	softening	process	by	wearing	a	pair	(or	two)	of	socks	when	walking	about.	EXPERT	TIP	Marc	Sigal	Shoe	Care	Specialist	Marc	Sigal	is	a	Shoe	Care	Specialist	based	in	Los	Angeles.	Marc	has	over	19	years	of	experience	working	in
the	world	of	e-commerce,	with	extensive	experience	with	the	care	of	luxury	goods.	He	is	currently	the	VP	of	Strategic	Partnerships	at	Blutag,	an	e-commerce	platform	helping	consumers	find	products.	Prior	to	Blutag,	he	founded	ButlerBox,	a	dry	cleaning	and	shoe	care	service	based	in	Los	Angeles,	California.	ButlerBox	reinvented	amenity	services	by
placing	custom-designed,	wrinkle-resistant	lockers	in	luxury	apartment	buildings,	class	A	office	buildings,	shopping	centers,	and	other	convenient	locations.	The	company	got	acquired	by	Rinse.com	in	2021.	Marc	has	a	BA	in	Global	and	International	Studies	from	the	University	of	California,	Santa	Barbara.	Use	a	low-heat	source	like	a	blowdryer.	Place
the	heat	on	cool	or	medium	and	hold	it	several	inches	away	for	several	minutes.	Your	shoes	will	slowly	start	to	soften.	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	How	do	I	get	the	inside	of	my	leather	shoes	to	be	softer?	Look	for	a	leather	conditioning	product	with	lanolin	and	follow	the	directions	for	best	results.	Question	Where	can	I	obtain	saddle
soap?	Saddle	soap	is	readily	available	from	your	local	shoe	store	or	online.	Question	Can	I	use	Johnson's	baby	oil?	No,	its	a	mineral	oil,	and	it	specifically	says	in	the	article	not	to	use	mineral	oil.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	Thanks	Thanks	Show	More	Tips	Advertisement	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Marc	Sigal.	Marc
Sigal	is	a	Shoe	Care	Specialist	based	in	Los	Angeles.	Marc	has	over	19	years	of	experience	working	in	the	world	of	e-commerce,	with	extensive	experience	with	the	care	of	luxury	goods.	He	is	currently	the	VP	of	Strategic	Partnerships	at	Blutag,	an	e-commerce	platform	helping	consumers	find	products.	Prior	to	Blutag,	he	founded	ButlerBox,	a	dry
cleaning	and	shoe	care	service	based	in	Los	Angeles,	California.	ButlerBox	reinvented	amenity	services	by	placing	custom-designed,	wrinkle-resistant	lockers	in	luxury	apartment	buildings,	class	A	office	buildings,	shopping	centers,	and	other	convenient	locations.	The	company	got	acquired	by	Rinse.com	in	2021.	Marc	has	a	BA	in	Global	and
International	Studies	from	the	University	of	California,	Santa	Barbara.	This	article	has	been	viewed	468,180	times.	Co-authors:	11	Updated:	February	7,	2025	Views:468,180	Categories:	Breaking	In	New	Shoes	|	Care	of	Shoes	PrintSend	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	468,180	times.	"I	had	no	idea	how
to	start	to	soften	the	leather	on	shoes	so	that	I	can	wear	them.	A	quick	Google	search	brought	up	this	article.	I	now	feel	confident	that	I	can	do	the	job.	This	article	may	have	saved	me	from	having	to	dispose	of	two	almost-new	pairs	of	shoes."..."	more	Share	your	story	Joined	Mar	22,	2015	Messages	5	Reaction	score	2	It	is	commonly	known	that	shoe
polish	contains	petroleum	solvents.	Over	time,	even	in	a	closed	tin,	the	solvents	evaporate	leaving	even	a	hardly	used	tin	with	lumpy	dry	polish.	Can	I	add	some	solvent	back	into	it	which	will,	with	a	little	heat,	rejuvenate	it?	If	so,	what	is	the	best	solvent	to	add?	This	concerns	polishes	like	Kiwi	in	little	flat	tins.	Like	Reply	Joined	Sep	26,	2013	Messages
346	Reaction	score	41	Slightly	dried	out	polish	can	actually	give	the	best	shine	I've	never	had	a	polish	dry	out	to	the	extent	that	they	become	unusable.	On	the	basis	Kiwi	costs	under	$2	for	a	50ml	tin	I	wouldnt	try	and	reconstitute	it.	Drying	normally	is	the	outer	layer	so	gently	heating	it	and	allowing	it	to	reset	can	be	sufficient	Like	Reply	Joined	Mar
22,	2015	Messages	5	Reaction	score	2	Thanks	for	the	reply,	Astraroth.	My	question	is	as	much	an	academic	one	as	a	practical	one.	I	repair	everything	because	that's	me,	even	though	I	can	well	afford	to	replace	by	buying	new.	So,	I	am	still	interested	in	what	a	good	added	solvent	would	be.	I	used	to	polish	daily	but,	now	I	am	retired	I	don't	need	to
polish	many	or	often,	hence	my	supply	often	dries.	Like	Reply	Joined	Sep	26,	2013	Messages	346	Reaction	score	41	Brush	your	shoes	daily	but	you	shouldnt	be	polishing	them	daily	anyway.	gives	you	what	they	put	in	it.	Depending	on	if	you	want	a	long	term	solution	or	just	something	to	use	in	the	short	term	you	could	use	a	more	volatile	substance,	as
you	would	if	you	were	dying	them	rather	than	just	polishing.	Like	Reply	Leather	shoes	are	a	timeless	and	durable	choice	for	footwear,	but	they	can	sometimes	feel	stiff	and	uncomfortable,	especially	when	brand-new.	Softening	leather	shoes	can	make	them	more	comfortable	to	wear	and	extend	their	lifespan.	This	guide	provides	easy	and	effective
methods	to	soften	leather	shoes,	ensuring	they	fit	perfectly	and	remain	stylish	for	years	to	come.	Brand-new	leather	shoes	often	feel	stiff	because	the	leather	hasnt	been	broken	in	yet.	The	tanning	and	finishing	process	makes	the	material	firm	to	maintain	its	shape,	but	this	can	cause	discomfort	when	worn	initially.	Leather	needs	regular	conditioning
to	stay	soft	and	supple.	Without	proper	care,	it	can	dry	out,	becoming	rigid	and	prone	to	cracks.	Improved	Comfort:	Softened	leather	conforms	to	the	shape	of	your	feet,	reducing	discomfort	and	blisters.	Enhanced	Durability:	Soft	leather	is	less	likely	to	crack	or	break,	extending	the	life	of	your	shoes.	Better	Fit:	Softening	leather	helps	shoes	mold	to
your	feet,	ensuring	a	snug	and	comfortable	fit.	Leather	conditioner	is	a	specially	formulated	product	designed	to	hydrate	and	soften	leather.	Clean	your	shoes	with	a	damp	cloth	to	remove	dirt	and	debris.	Apply	a	small	amount	of	leather	conditioner	using	a	soft	cloth	or	sponge.	Massage	the	conditioner	into	the	leather	in	circular	motions.	Let	the	shoes
sit	overnight	to	allow	the	conditioner	to	penetrate	the	material.	Buff	the	shoes	with	a	clean,	dry	cloth	for	a	polished	finish.	Leather	conditioners	are	widely	available	and	come	in	cream,	lotion,	or	spray	forms.	Breaking	in	leather	shoes	naturally	by	wearing	them	is	one	of	the	simplest	methods.	Wear	your	new	leather	shoes	with	a	pair	of	thick	socks.
Walk	around	your	home	for	short	periods	to	allow	the	leather	to	stretch	and	soften.	Repeat	this	process	daily	until	the	shoes	feel	more	comfortable.	Thick	socks	help	stretch	the	leather	slightly,	while	regular	wear	gradually	molds	the	material	to	your	feet.	Heat	can	help	soften	leather,	making	it	more	pliable.	Use	a	hairdryer	on	a	low	heat	setting	and
aim	it	at	the	stiff	areas	of	your	shoes.	Move	the	dryer	in	small	circular	motions,	keeping	it	at	least	6	inches	away	to	avoid	overheating	the	leather.	Once	the	leather	feels	warm	and	pliable,	flex	the	shoes	gently	with	your	hands.	Let	the	shoes	cool	before	wearing	them.	Avoid	overheating,	as	excessive	heat	can	damage	leather	or	cause	discoloration.
Leather	stretching	sprays	are	designed	to	soften	leather	and	make	it	more	flexible.	Spray	the	product	evenly	over	the	interior	and	exterior	of	the	shoes.	Wear	the	shoes	immediately	after	applying	the	spray	to	help	stretch	the	leather.	Walk	around	for	at	least	30	minutes	to	encourage	the	leather	to	conform	to	your	feet.	This	method	works	well	for
shoes	that	feel	tight	or	have	specific	areas	of	stiffness.	Stuffing	your	leather	shoes	can	help	stretch	and	soften	the	material	without	wearing	them.	Crumple	up	newspaper,	cloth,	or	tissue	paper	into	firm	balls.	Stuff	the	shoes	tightly,	focusing	on	the	areas	that	need	softening.	Leave	the	shoes	stuffed	overnight	or	for	a	couple	of	days.	This	method	is	ideal
for	shoes	that	are	difficult	to	wear	for	breaking-in	purposes.	Natural	oils	like	olive	or	coconut	oil	can	help	condition	and	soften	leather.	Apply	a	small	amount	of	oil	to	a	soft	cloth.	Rub	the	oil	into	the	leather	in	circular	motions.	Let	the	oil	sit	for	a	few	hours	before	wiping	off	any	excess.	Be	cautious	with	oils,	as	overuse	can	darken	the	leather.	A	shoe
stretcher	is	a	tool	specifically	designed	to	stretch	and	soften	leather	shoes.	Insert	the	stretcher	into	your	shoes	and	adjust	it	to	fit	snugly.	Leave	the	stretcher	in	place	for	24-48	hours.	Remove	the	stretcher	and	check	for	improved	softness	and	fit.	This	method	works	well	for	specific	pressure	points	or	tight	areas.	Petroleum	jelly	is	a	budget-friendly
option	for	softening	leather.	Apply	a	small	amount	of	petroleum	jelly	to	the	leather	using	a	soft	cloth.	Work	it	into	the	material,	focusing	on	stiff	areas.	Wipe	off	any	excess	jelly	with	a	clean	cloth.	Condition	your	leather	shoes	every	3-6	months	to	keep	them	soft	and	hydrated.	Water	can	dry	out	leather,	making	it	stiff.	Use	a	waterproofing	spray	to
protect	your	shoes.	Store	leather	shoes	in	a	cool,	dry	place	away	from	direct	sunlight.	Use	shoe	trees	to	maintain	their	shape.	While	heat	can	soften	leather,	using	too	much	can	damage	the	material	or	cause	cracking.	Over-applying	oils	or	conditioners	can	make	leather	too	soft,	compromising	its	structure.	Always	clean	leather	shoes	before	softening
to	prevent	dirt	from	getting	embedded	in	the	material.	The	time	varies	depending	on	the	method,	but	most	techniques	show	results	within	a	few	days.	Yes,	items	like	petroleum	jelly	or	coconut	oil	can	be	used,	but	commercial	leather	conditioners	are	more	effective	and	safer.	Not	all	leather	shoes	require	softening,	but	new	or	stiff	pairs	often	benefit
from	these	techniques.	Softening	leather	shoes	doesnt	have	to	be	a	complicated	process.	With	the	right	techniques	and	regular	care,	you	can	make	your	shoes	more	comfortable	and	extend	their	lifespan.	Use	these	easy	methods	to	soften	your	leather	shoes	and	enjoy	the	perfect	fit	and	feel	every	time	you	wear	them.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the
material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were
made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that
legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,
other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Download	Article	Break	in	stiff	leather	shoes	quickly	with	our	complete	guide	Download	Article	New	leather	shoes	can	be	very	painful,	causing	blisters	and	other	foot-related	problems.	Unless	you	soften	them,	they	will	stay	that	way.	Fortunately,	there	are
several	was	to	soften	the	leather,	making	it	more	comfortable	for	your	feet.	Apply	mink	oil,	saddle	soap,	or	coconut	oil	to	your	shoes.Let	alcohol	dry	on	your	shoes	and	apply	petroleum	jelly	to	them.Wear	your	shoes	for	a	few	hours	at	a	time	every	few	days	until	they're	soft.1Clean	your	shoes	before	applying	any	additional	substance.	Oil	should	not	be
used	until	after	cleaning	your	shoes.	To	clean	your	shoes,	use	a	damp	cloth	and	lightly	wipe	away	any	grime	or	grit	attached	to	the	surface.	Wipe	them	again	with	a	dry	cloth	to	ensure	they	are	dry	and	ready	to	get	oiled.	2Select	your	oil.	Applying	oils	to	your	leather	shoes	will	restore	and	nourish	them,	leading	to	softer	shoes.	There	are	many	oils
which	can	soften	your	leather	shoes	and	prevent	or	reduce	stiffness.	Mink	oil,	saddle	soap,	coconut	oil,	and	foot	oil	are	all	useful	for	softening	leather	shoes.[1][2]Seek	the	aid	of	a	qualified	shoe	repair	professional	to	help	you	decide	which	kind	of	oil	might	be	best	for	your	shoes.Olive	oil	has	many	adherents,	but	some	report	that	it	leaves	oily	spots
behind	and	leads	to	deterioration	of	the	leather.	Advertisement	3Read	the	label	on	your	leather	oil.	Beware	of	leather	oils	which	contain	pine	tar,	castor	oil,	mineral	oils,	and	other	toxic	chemicals.[3]	These	ingredients	might	harm	or	cause	the	decomposition	of	your	leather	shoe.	Carefully	read	the	label	before	purchasing	a	particular	leather
oil.Consult	the	sales	staff	from	whom	you	purchased	your	leather	shoes	as	to	which	oil	is	best	for	your	shoes.4Apply	the	oil	to	your	shoes.	Pour	a	bit	of	oil	into	a	small,	clean	dish.	Wrap	two	fingers	with	a	clean	cloth	or	torn-up	t-shirt.	Dab	the	wrapped	fingers	lightly	in	the	oil	of	your	choice.	After	dipping	your	fingers,	lift	them	out	of	the	oil	and	allow	the
excess	to	drip	off.	Then,	bring	your	hand	to	the	cleaned	surface	of	your	leather	shoes	and	rub	the	oil	into	the	surface	of	shoe	with	gentle,	circular	motions.After	applying	one	coat,	let	it	absorb	thoroughly	into	the	shoe.Depending	on	your	shoe,	you	might	need	to	wait	several	hours	or	a	full	day	before	applying	another	coat.	If	you	can	see	your	shoes	are
still	oily,	or	feel	greasy	to	the	touch,	let	them	continue	to	sit	until	the	oil	has	done	its	work.After	the	oil	has	been	absorbed,	evaluate	the	softness	of	the	shoe.	If	you	wish	it	to	be	softer,	apply	another	coat	in	the	same	manner	as	the	first	and	evaluate	the	softness	again.	Repeat	as	necessary.EXPERT	TIP	Marc	Sigal	Shoe	Care	Specialist	Marc	Sigal	is	a
Shoe	Care	Specialist	based	in	Los	Angeles.	Marc	has	over	19	years	of	experience	working	in	the	world	of	e-commerce,	with	extensive	experience	with	the	care	of	luxury	goods.	He	is	currently	the	VP	of	Strategic	Partnerships	at	Blutag,	an	e-commerce	platform	helping	consumers	find	products.	Prior	to	Blutag,	he	founded	ButlerBox,	a	dry	cleaning	and
shoe	care	service	based	in	Los	Angeles,	California.	ButlerBox	reinvented	amenity	services	by	placing	custom-designed,	wrinkle-resistant	lockers	in	luxury	apartment	buildings,	class	A	office	buildings,	shopping	centers,	and	other	convenient	locations.	The	company	got	acquired	by	Rinse.com	in	2021.	Marc	has	a	BA	in	Global	and	International	Studies
from	the	University	of	California,	Santa	Barbara.	Use	oil	on	your	shoes	and	let	it	sit	overnight.	In	the	morning,	bend	the	shoes	with	your	hands	to	loosen	up	the	leather.	Advertisement	1Obtain	some	rubbing	alcohol.[4]	Rubbing	(isopropyl)	alcohol	is	readily	available	at	drug	stores	and	supermarkets.	Dont	try	to	use	regular	alcoholic	beverages	to	soften
your	leather	shoes;	youll	only	end	up	making	them	smell	like	booze.2Pour	some	alcohol	into	a	small	dish.	The	amount	youll	need	depends	on	your	shoe.	If	you	have	a	tall	shoe	or	boot,	youll	need	more	than	if	you	have	a	shoe	that	only	extends	to	your	ankle.	Dip	a	cotton	ball	in	the	alcohol	and	rub	it	all	over	your	leather	shoe	wherever	exposed	leather	is
visible.	Remove	the	laces,	if	present,	to	apply	the	alcohol	to	the	exposed	leather	on	the	tongue	and	on	the	inside	of	the	shoe.	Let	it	sit	and	dry	for	about	thirty	minutes.[5]3Apply	petroleum	jelly	to	the	shoe.[6]	Wherever	you	applied	the	alcohol,	apply	petroleum	jelly.	Use	a	small	brush	or	an	old	toothbrush	to	work	the	petroleum	jelly	into	the	shoe.	Apply
the	petroleum	jelly	in	such	a	way	that	only	a	thin	layer	is	left	on	the	shoe.	Let	the	shoes	sit	overnight.	After	allowing	the	shoes	to	sit	and	soften,	wipe	them	down	with	a	dry	cloth	to	remove	any	excess	petroleum	jelly.If	your	shoes	have	not	as	soft	as	youd	like	after	a	single	coat,	repeat	the	process	again	until	your	shoes	are	as	soft	as	you	want	them	to
be.	Sometimes	youll	need	to	apply	several	coats	to	reach	the	level	of	softness	you	want.	Advertisement	1Walk	around	in	your	shoes	for	half	a	day.[7]	One	way	to	soften	leather	is	to	wear	it.	Repeatedly	wearing	leather	shoes	will	help	them	become	more	pliable.	However,	if	you	walk	around	in	new	leather	shoes	all	day,	they	might	start	to	hurt.	You	can
minimize	that	chance	by	wearing	them	for	just	half	a	day,	then	swapping	them	for	some	more	comfortable	shoes.If	your	feet	start	to	hurt	while	wearing	the	shoes,	take	them	off	and	swap	them	for	another	pair,	even	if	you	havent	worn	them	the	whole	half-day.2Wear	the	shoes	again	for	just	half	a	day	two	days	later.[8]	And	then	wear	them	for	another
half	day	two	days	after	that.	Continue	wearing	the	new	shoes	every	other	day	in	half-day	increments.	When	they	feel	softer,	try	wearing	them	for	a	full	day.	Continue	to	wear	them	as	regularly	as	you	wish	thereafter.Feet	are	sweaty.	If	you	wear	the	shoes	two	days	in	a	row	when	theyre	new,	they	will	not	have	time	to	adequately	dry	out,	especially	when
they	are	new	and	still	tight	around	your	feet.3Be	patient.	Breaking	in	a	new	shoe	can	take	time.	Leather	often	requires	a	long	break-in	period	in	order	to	become	as	soft	as	you	may	want	it	to	be.[9]	Thinner	leathers	like	calfskin	will	likely	soften	more	easily,	but	if	your	shoes	have	a	lot	of	stitches	and	needlework,	they	will	take	longer	to	break	in.	You
can	speed	up	the	softening	process	by	wearing	a	pair	(or	two)	of	socks	when	walking	about.	EXPERT	TIP	Marc	Sigal	Shoe	Care	Specialist	Marc	Sigal	is	a	Shoe	Care	Specialist	based	in	Los	Angeles.	Marc	has	over	19	years	of	experience	working	in	the	world	of	e-commerce,	with	extensive	experience	with	the	care	of	luxury	goods.	He	is	currently	the	VP
of	Strategic	Partnerships	at	Blutag,	an	e-commerce	platform	helping	consumers	find	products.	Prior	to	Blutag,	he	founded	ButlerBox,	a	dry	cleaning	and	shoe	care	service	based	in	Los	Angeles,	California.	ButlerBox	reinvented	amenity	services	by	placing	custom-designed,	wrinkle-resistant	lockers	in	luxury	apartment	buildings,	class	A	office
buildings,	shopping	centers,	and	other	convenient	locations.	The	company	got	acquired	by	Rinse.com	in	2021.	Marc	has	a	BA	in	Global	and	International	Studies	from	the	University	of	California,	Santa	Barbara.	Use	a	low-heat	source	like	a	blowdryer.	Place	the	heat	on	cool	or	medium	and	hold	it	several	inches	away	for	several	minutes.	Your	shoes	will
slowly	start	to	soften.	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	How	do	I	get	the	inside	of	my	leather	shoes	to	be	softer?	Look	for	a	leather	conditioning	product	with	lanolin	and	follow	the	directions	for	best	results.	Question	Where	can	I	obtain	saddle	soap?	Saddle	soap	is	readily	available	from	your	local	shoe	store	or	online.	Question	Can	I	use
Johnson's	baby	oil?	No,	its	a	mineral	oil,	and	it	specifically	says	in	the	article	not	to	use	mineral	oil.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	Thanks	Thanks	Show	More	Tips	Advertisement	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Marc	Sigal.	Marc	Sigal	is	a	Shoe	Care	Specialist	based	in	Los	Angeles.	Marc	has	over	19	years	of	experience
working	in	the	world	of	e-commerce,	with	extensive	experience	with	the	care	of	luxury	goods.	He	is	currently	the	VP	of	Strategic	Partnerships	at	Blutag,	an	e-commerce	platform	helping	consumers	find	products.	Prior	to	Blutag,	he	founded	ButlerBox,	a	dry	cleaning	and	shoe	care	service	based	in	Los	Angeles,	California.	ButlerBox	reinvented	amenity
services	by	placing	custom-designed,	wrinkle-resistant	lockers	in	luxury	apartment	buildings,	class	A	office	buildings,	shopping	centers,	and	other	convenient	locations.	The	company	got	acquired	by	Rinse.com	in	2021.	Marc	has	a	BA	in	Global	and	International	Studies	from	the	University	of	California,	Santa	Barbara.	This	article	has	been	viewed
468,180	times.	Co-authors:	11	Updated:	February	7,	2025	Views:468,180	Categories:	Breaking	In	New	Shoes	|	Care	of	Shoes	PrintSend	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	468,180	times.	"I	had	no	idea	how	to	start	to	soften	the	leather	on	shoes	so	that	I	can	wear	them.	A	quick	Google	search	brought	up
this	article.	I	now	feel	confident	that	I	can	do	the	job.	This	article	may	have	saved	me	from	having	to	dispose	of	two	almost-new	pairs	of	shoes."..."	more	Share	your	story	,the	free	encyclopedia	that	anyone	can	edit.117,185	active	editors	7,001,789	articles	in	EnglishThe	English-language	Wikipedia	thanks	its	contributors	for	creating	more	than	seven
million	articles!	Learn	how	you	can	take	part	in	the	encyclopedia's	continued	improvement.Members	of	the	victorious	Blondie	crewThe	Boat	Race	2018	took	place	on	24March.	Held	annually,	The	Boat	Race	is	a	side-by-side	rowing	race	between	crews	from	the	universities	of	Oxford	and	Cambridge	along	a	4.2-mile	(6.8km)	tidal	stretch	of	the	River
Thames	in	south-west	London,	England.	For	the	third	time	in	the	history	of	the	event,	the	men's,	the	women's	and	both	reserves'	races	were	all	held	on	the	Tideway	on	the	same	day.	The	women's	race	saw	Cambridge	lead	from	the	start,	eventually	winning	by	a	considerable	margin	to	take	the	overall	record	to	4330	in	their	favour.	In	the	women's
reserve	race,	Cambridge's	Blondie	(crew	pictured)	defeated	Oxford's	Osiris	by	nine	lengths.	The	men's	reserve	race	was	won	by	Cambridge's	Goldie,	who	defeated	Oxford's	Isis	by	a	margin	of	four	lengths.	The	men's	race	was	the	final	event	of	the	day	and	completed	a	whitewash	as	Cambridge	won,	taking	the	overall	record	to	8380	in	their	favour.	The



races	were	watched	by	around	250,000	spectators	live,	and	broadcast	around	the	world.	(Fullarticle...)Recently	featured:	Radar,	Gun	Laying,	Mk.I	and	Mk.IIAndrea	NavageroNosy	KombaArchiveBy	emailMore	featured	articlesAboutKitty	Marion...	that	Kitty	Marion	(pictured)	was	force-fed	over	200	times	during	a	hunger	strike?...	that	the	North
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sentence	commuted	after	the	intervention	of	Mahatma	Gandhi?...	that	"Steve's	Lava	Chicken"	recently	became	the	shortest	song	to	enter	the	UK	Top	40?ArchiveStart	a	new	articleNominate	an	articleNgg	wa	Thiong'oKenyan	writer	and	activist	Ngg	wa	Thiong'o	(pictured)	dies	at	the	age	of	87.In	sumo,	nosato	Daiki	is	promoted	to	yokozuna.In
association	football,	Liverpool	win	the	Premier	League	title.In	motor	racing,	lex	Palou	wins	the	Indianapolis	500.In	basketball,	the	EuroLeague	concludes	with	Fenerbahe	winning	the	Final	Four	Playoff.Ongoing:	Gaza	warM23	campaignRussian	invasion	of	UkrainetimelineSudanese	civil	wartimelineRecent	deaths:	Harrison	Ruffin	TylerPhil
RobertsonMary	K.	GaillardPeter	DavidAlan	YentobGerry	ConnollyNominate	an	articleMay	31:	Dragon	Boat	Festival	in	China	and	Taiwan	(2025);	World	No	Tobacco	DayBessarion455	Petronius	Maximus,	the	ruler	of	the	Western	Roman	Empire,	was	stoned	to	death	by	a	mob	as	he	fled	Rome	ahead	of	the	arrival	of	a	Vandal	force	that	sacked	the
city.1223	Mongol	invasion	of	Kievan	Rus':	Mongol	forces	defeated	a	Kievan	Rus'	army	at	the	Battle	of	the	Kalka	River	in	present-day	Ukraine.1468	Cardinal	Bessarion	(pictured)	announced	his	donation	of	746	Greek	and	Latin	codices	to	the	Republic	of	Venice,	forming	the	Biblioteca	Marciana.1935	A	magnitude-7.7	earthquake	struck	Balochistan	in
British	India,	now	part	of	Pakistan,	killing	between	30,000	and	60,000	people.2013	A	tornado	struck	Central	Oklahoma,	killing	eight	people	and	injuring	more	than	150	others.Albertino	Mussato	(d.1329)Joseph	Grimaldi	(d.1837)Dina	Boluarte	(b.1962)Mbaye	Diagne	(d.1994)More	anniversaries:	May	30May	31June	1ArchiveBy	emailList	of	days	of	the
yearAboutCucumis	metuliferus,	the	African	horned	cucumber,	is	an	annual	vine	in	the	cucumber	and	melon	family,	Cucurbitaceae.	Its	fruit	has	horn-like	spines,	hence	the	name	"horned	melon".	The	ripe	fruit	has	orange	skin	and	lime-green,	jelly-like	flesh.	It	is	native	to	Southern	Africa,	where	it	is	a	traditional	food.	Along	with	the	gemsbok	cucumber
and	the	citron	melon,	it	is	one	of	the	few	sources	of	water	during	the	dry	season	in	the	Kalahari	Desert.	This	photograph,	which	was	focus-stacked	from	25	separate	images,	shows	two	C.metuliferus	fruits,	one	whole	and	the	other	in	cross-section.Photograph	credit:	Ivar	LeidusRecently	featured:	Ignace	TonenAustralian	white	ibisHell	Gate
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(disambiguation).This	article	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.Find	sources:"455"news	newspapers	books	scholar	JSTOR	(April	2019)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)Calendar
yearYearsMillennium1stmillenniumCenturies4thcentury5thcentury	6thcenturyDecades430s440s450s	460s470sYears452453454455	456457458vte455	by	topicLeadersPolitical	entitiesState	leadersReligious	leadersCategoriesBirthsDeathsDisestablishmentsvte455	in	various	calendarsGregorian	calendar455CDLVAb	urbe	condita1208Assyrian
calendar5205Balinese	saka	calendar376377Bengali	calendar139	138Berber	calendar1405Buddhist	calendar999Burmese	calendar183Byzantine	calendar59635964Chinese	calendar	(WoodHorse)3152	or	2945to	(WoodGoat)3153	or	2946Coptic	calendar171172Discordian	calendar1621Ethiopian	calendar447448Hebrew	calendar42154216Hindu
calendars-	Vikram	Samvat511512-	Shaka	Samvat376377-	Kali	Yuga35553556Holocene	calendar10455Iranian	calendar167	BP	166	BPIslamic	calendar172	BH	171	BHJavanese	calendar340341Julian	calendar455CDLVKorean	calendar2788Minguo	calendar1457	before	ROC1457Nanakshahi	calendar1013Seleucid	era766/767	AGThai	solar
calendar997998Tibetan	calendar(male	Wood-Horse)581	or	200	or	572to(female	Wood-Goat)582	or	201	or	571King	Genseric	sacks	Rome	(455)Year	455	(CDLV)	was	a	common	year	starting	on	Saturday	of	the	Julian	calendar.	At	the	time,	it	was	known	as	the	Year	of	the	Consulship	of	Valentinianus	and	Anthemius	(or,	less	frequently,	year	1208	Ab	urbe
condita).	The	denomination	455	for	this	year	has	been	used	since	the	early	medieval	period,	when	the	Anno	Domini	calendar	era	became	the	prevalent	method	in	Europe	for	naming	years.March	16	Emperor	Valentinian	III,	age	35,	is	assassinated	by	two	Hunnic	retainers	of	the	late	Flavius	Aetius,	while	training	with	the	bow	on	the	Campus	Martius
(Rome),	ending	the	Theodosian	dynasty.	His	primicerius	sacri	cubiculi,	Heraclius,	is	also	murdered.March	17	Petronius	Maximus,	former	domesticus	("elite	bodyguard")	of	Aetius,	becomes	(with	support	of	the	Roman	Senate)	emperor	of	the	Western	Roman	Empire.	He	secures	the	throne	by	bribing	officials	of	the	imperial	palace.	Maximus	consolidates
his	power	by	a	forced	marriage	with	Licinia	Eudoxia,	widow	of	Valentinian	III.Maximus	appoints	Avitus,	most	trusted	general,	to	the	rank	of	magister	militum	and	sends	him	on	an	embassy	to	Toulouse,	to	gain	the	support	of	the	Visigoths.	He	elevates	his	son	Palladius	to	Caesar	and	has	him	marry	Eudocia,	eldest	daughter	of	Valentinian	III.May	31
Maximus	is	stoned	to	death	by	an	angry	mob	while	fleeing	Rome.	A	widespread	panic	occurs	when	many	citizens	hear	the	news	that	the	Vandals	are	plundering	the	Italian	mainland.June	2	Sack	of	Rome:	King	Genseric	leads	the	Vandals	into	Rome,	after	he	has	promised	Pope	Leo	I	not	to	burn	and	plunder	the	city.	Genseric	sacks	the	city	for	a	period	of
two	weeks.	Eudoxia	and	her	daughters,	Eudocia	and	Placidia,	are	taken	hostage.	The	loot	is	sent	to	the	harbour	of	Ostia	and	loaded	into	ships,	from	whence	the	Vandals	depart	and	return	to	Carthage.July	9	Avitus	is	proclaimed	Roman	emperor	at	Toulouse,	and	later	recognised	by	the	Gallic	chiefs	in	Viernum	(near	Arles).September	21	Avitus	enters
Rome	with	a	Gallic	army.	He	restores	the	imperial	authority	in	Noricum	(modern	Austria)	and	leaves	a	Gothic	force	under	Remistus,	Visigoth	general	(magister	militum),	at	Ravenna.The	Ostrogoths	conquer	Pannonia	and	Dalmatia.Battle	of	Aylesford:	Prince	Vortimer	rebels	against	the	pro-Anglo-Saxon	policies	of	his	father,	Vortigern.	He	is	defeated	in
the	battle	at	Aylesford	(Kent).	Hengist	and	his	son	Oisc	become	king	of	Kent.	Horsa	and	Catigern,	brother	of	Vortimer,	are	killed.	The	Britons	withdraw	to	London	(according	to	the	Anglo-Saxon	Chronicle).Skandagupta	succeeds	Kumaragupta	I	as	ruler	of	the	Gupta	Empire	(India).	During	his	reign	he	crushes	the	Hun	invasion;	however,	the	expense	of
the	wars	drains	the	empire's	resources	and	contributes	to	its	decline.Gaero	becomes	king	of	the	Korean	kingdom	of	Baekje.[1]Earliest	recorded	date	at	Chichen	Itza	on	the	Yucatn	Peninsula	(Mexico)	(approximate	date).Barter	economy	replaces	organized	trade	as	Romans	and	other	citizens	desert	their	towns	for	the	countryside,	where	they	will	be
less	vulnerable	to	barbarian	raids	(approximate	date).The	city	of	Vindobona	(Vienna)	is	struck	by	an	epidemic	that	spreads	through	the	Roman	provinces.	The	disease	is	probably	streptococcus	or	a	form	of	scarlet	fever	with	streptococcus	pneumoniae	(approximate	date).Rusticus,	archbishop	of	Lyon	(approximate	date)Wang	Baoming,	empress	of	the
Southern	Qi	(d.	512)March	16Valentinian	III,	emperor	of	the	Western	Roman	Empire	(b.	419)Heraclius,	Roman	courtier	(primicerius	sacri	cubiculi	)May	31	Petronius	Maximus,	emperor	of	the	Western	Roman	EmpireBiyu	of	Baekje,	king	of	Baekje[1]Catigern,	prince	and	son	of	Vortigern	(approximate	date)Horsa,	leader	of	the	Anglo-Saxons
(approximate	date)Kumaragupta	I,	ruler	of	the	Gupta	Empire	(India)Niall	Noigiallach,	High	King	of	Ireland	(approximate	date)Palladius,	son	of	Petronius	Maximus	(approximate	date)Prosper	of	Aquitaine,	disciple	and	Christian	writer	(approximate	date)^	a	b	"List	of	Rulers	of	Korea".	www.metmuseum.org.	Retrieved	April	20,	2019.Retrieved	from	"
3One	hundred	years,	from	301	to	400Millennia1stmillenniumCenturies3rdcentury4thcentury5thcenturyTimelines3rdcentury4thcentury5thcenturyState	leaders3rdcentury4thcentury5thcenturyDecades300s310s320s330s340s350s360s370s380s390sCategories:Births	Deaths	Establishments	DisestablishmentsvteEastern	Hemisphere	at	the	beginning	of
the	4th	century	CE.Eastern	Hemisphere	at	the	end	of	the	4th	century	CE.The	4th	century	was	the	time	period	from	301	CE	(represented	by	the	Roman	numerals	CCCI)	to	400	CE	(CD)	in	accordance	with	the	Julian	calendar.	In	the	West,	the	early	part	of	the	century	was	shaped	by	Constantine	the	Great,	who	became	the	first	Roman	emperor	to	adopt
Christianity.	Gaining	sole	reign	of	the	empire,	he	is	also	noted	for	re-establishing	a	single	imperial	capital,	choosing	the	site	of	ancient	Byzantium	in	330	(over	the	current	capitals,	which	had	effectively	been	changed	by	Diocletian's	reforms	to	Milan	in	the	West,	and	Nicomedeia	in	the	East)	to	build	the	city	soon	called	Nova	Roma	(New	Rome);	it	was
later	renamed	Constantinople	in	his	honor.The	last	emperor	to	control	both	the	eastern	and	western	halves	of	the	empire	was	Theodosius	I.	As	the	century	progressed	after	his	death,	it	became	increasingly	apparent	that	the	empire	had	changed	in	many	ways	since	the	time	of	Augustus.	The	two-emperor	system	originally	established	by	Diocletian	in
the	previous	century	fell	into	regular	practice,	and	the	east	continued	to	grow	in	importance	as	a	centre	of	trade	and	imperial	power,	while	Rome	itself	diminished	greatly	in	importance	due	to	its	location	far	from	potential	trouble	spots,	like	Central	Europe	and	the	East.	Late	in	the	century	Christianity	became	the	official	state	religion,	and	the
empire's	old	pagan	culture	began	to	disappear.[citation	needed]	General	prosperity	was	felt	throughout	this	period,	but	recurring	invasions	by	Germanic	tribes	plagued	the	empire	from	376[1][2]	CE	onward.	These	early	invasions	marked	the	beginning	of	the	end	for	the	Western	Roman	Empire.In	China,	the	Jin	dynasty,	which	had	united	the	nation
prior	in	280,	began	rapidly	facing	trouble	by	the	start	of	the	century	due	to	political	infighting,	which	led	to	the	insurrections	of	the	northern	barbarian	tribes	(starting	the	Sixteen	Kingdoms	period),	which	quickly	overwhelmed	the	empire,	forcing	the	Jin	court	to	retreat	and	entrench	itself	in	the	south	past	the	Yangtze	river,	starting	what	is	known	as
the	Eastern	Jin	dynasty	around	317.	Towards	the	end	of	the	century,	Emperor	of	the	Former	Qin,	Fu	Jin,	united	the	north	under	his	banner,	and	planned	to	conquer	the	Jin	dynasty	in	the	south,	so	as	to	finally	reunite	the	land,	but	was	decisively	defeated	at	the	Battle	of	Fei	River	in	383,	causing	massive	unrest	and	civil	war	in	his	empire,	thereby
leading	to	the	fall	of	the	Former	Qin,	and	the	continued	existence	of	the	Eastern	Jin	dynasty.According	to	archaeologists,	sufficient	archaeological	evidence	correlates	of	state-level	societies	coalesced	in	the	4th	century	to	show	the	existence	in	Korea	of	the	Three	Kingdoms	(300/400668	CE)	of	Baekje,	Goguryeo,	and	Silla.Historians	of	the	Roman
Empire	refer	to	the	"Long	Fourth	Century"	to	the	period	spanning	the	fourth	century	proper	but	starting	earlier	with	the	accession	of	the	Emperor	Diocletian	in	284	and	ending	later	with	the	death	of	Honorius	in	423	or	of	Theodosius	II	in	450.[3]See	also:	Christianity	in	the	4th	centuryGregory	the	Illuminator	mosaic,	converted	Armenia	from
Zoroastrianism	to	ChristianityContemporary	bronze	head	of	Constantine	I	(r.	306337	AD)Early	4th	century	Former	audience	hall	now	known	as	the	Basilica,	Trier,	Germany,	is	built.Early	4th	century	The	Gupta	Empire	is	established.301:	Armenia	first	to	adopt	Christianity	as	state	religion.304439:	The	Sixteen	Kingdoms	in	China	begins.306337:
Constantine	the	Great,	ends	persecution	of	Christians	in	the	Roman	Empire	(see	also	Constantinian	shift)	and	Constantinople	becomes	new	seat	of	government	(New	Rome).Tikal	had	a	population	of	about	100,000	when	it	was	conquered	by	Teotihuacan,	less	than	a	fourth	of	its	peak	population[4]320:	Butuan	Boat	One,	the	oldest	known	Balangay,	a
multi-purpose	ship	native	to	the	Philippines	is	built.325328:	The	Kingdom	of	Aksum	adopts	Christianity.325:	Constantine	the	Great	calls	the	First	Council	of	Nicaea	to	pacify	Christianity	in	the	grip	of	the	Arian	controversy.335380:	Samudragupta	expands	the	Gupta	Empire.337:	Constantine	the	Great	is	baptized	a	Christian	on	his	death	bed.350:	About
this	time	the	Kingdom	of	Aksum	conquers	the	Kingdom	of	Kush.350400:	At	some	time	during	this	period,	the	Huns	began	to	attack	the	Sassanid	Empire.[2]350:	The	Kutai	Martadipura	kingdom	in	eastern	Borneo	produced	the	earliest	known	stone	inscriptions	in	Indonesia	known	as	the	Mulavarman	inscription	written	in	the	Sanskrit	language	using
Pallava	scripture.[5]Mid-4th	century	Dish,	from	Mildenhall,	England,	is	made.	It	is	now	kept	at	the	British	Museum,	London.Mid-4th	century	Wang	Xizhi	makes	a	portion	of	a	letter	from	the	Feng	Ju	album.	Six	Dynasties	period.	It	is	now	kept	at	National	Palace	Museum,	Taipei,	Taiwan,	Republic	of	China.365:	An	earthquake	with	a	magnitude	of	at	least
eight	strikes	the	Eastern	Mediterranean.	The	following	tsunami	causes	widespread	destruction	in	Crete,	Greece,	Libya,	Egypt,	Cyprus,	and	Sicily.376:	Visigoths	appear	on	the	Danube	and	are	allowed	entry	into	the	Roman	Empire	in	their	flight	from	the	Huns.378:	Battle	of	Adrianople:	Roman	army	is	defeated	by	the	Visigoth	cavalry.	Emperor	Valens	is
killed.378395:	Theodosius	I,	Roman	emperor,	bans	pagan	worship,	Christianity	is	made	the	official	religion	of	the	Empire.378:	Siyaj	K'ak'	conquers	Waka	on	(January	8),	Tikal	(January	16)	and	Uaxactun.Wall	painting	of	the	Council	of	Constantinople	(381)	in	the	Stavropoleos	monastery,	Romania381:	First	Council	of	Constantinople	reaffirms	the
Christian	doctrine	of	the	Trinity	by	adding	to	the	creed	of	Nicaea.383:	Battle	of	Fei	River	in	China.395:	The	Battle	of	Canhe	Slope	occurs.395:	Roman	emperor	Theodosius	I	dies,	causing	the	Roman	Empire	to	split	permanently.Late	4th	century:	Cubiculum	of	Leonis,	Catacomb	of	Commodilla,	near	Rome,	is	made.Late	4th	century:	Atrium	added	in	the
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