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Dairy farm program.

Blanchardville, wis. (AP) A For all the time he manages to remember, Jason Gruenfelder wanted to be a farmer of dairies. But after 10 years of doing it like his father and the grandparents had, he was tired. Tired of carrying the food in the barn every day and the manure outside again. Tired of long nights on the tractor. Tired of sending its milk
checks to seeds of seeds and fertilizers. So in 2018, he decided to do something different. Now the livestock of him spends their days at Munching fresh grass on him 335 acres, leaving Gruenfelder, 35, more time to spend with his family and more money in his pocket, the Wisconsin State Journal reported. In an era in which farmers were warned to go
big or go out, Gruenfelder found a way to make his small farmhouse more profitable and more sustainable through the managed rotational pasture, a modern taking on an old practice. "It's very simple," Gruenfelder said. "This is returning to the roots of Cié that the dairy was a hundred years ago." A new UW-Madison-based initiative is helping others
to do the same in the offer to increase the Wisconsin AG struggle economy while promoting food healthy and the environment. Since going from confinement to the power to the rotational pasture, Jason Gruenfelder said that his cows produce less milk, but the company is more profitable because its costs are much low. Funded by a grant of $ 10
million by the US National Institute for Food and Agriculture, the collaborative - called Grassland 2.0 in a nod to the grasslands that once dominated the landscape - brings together farmers, researchers, food managers and government officials To find new pastures and other perennial agricultural practices. For an industry affected by the prices of
unstable raw materials, by Crescent, from market constraints and extreme climate, the agriculture of the prairies represents a bright point, said Randy Jackson, the UW researcher who leads the project. Jackson, professor of ecology of the prairies, provides for a future of profitable, profitable, in the gnizarg deganam fo emos gnisu erew sremraf yriad
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"Niw rojam" a tnarg eht srededendoc eh.Did epiacsdnal eilirarp langiro s'noiger eht Ekil Hcum a€a€Tam The census of the 2012 Agriculture in Usda said Laura Paine, an awareness coordinator with Grassland 2.0 and former pasture specialist for the Department of Agriculture, Commerce and Consumer Protection State. The most recent figures still
have to be chopped. "There are people who do it now," said Jackson. "But not enough of them." Over 90% of the milk produced in Wisconsin comes from "border" farms, where cows spend most of their time in barns that eat diets rich in cereals such as corn and the soybeans who are cultivate, collected and delivered to them. The researchers have
shown that this system is more energy and carbon resistant and translates into problems such as erosion and excess nutrients, such as phosphorus and nitrogen, finding their way in flows, rivers and lakes. The system has also become more unsuccessful. After examining all the management costs of a farm, including work, capital and general
overhead, the average peasant from Wisconsin has actually lost $ 1.40 for every hundreds of milk pounds produced last year, according to the USDA statistics. The cattle -based cattle produces less milk than their confined counterparts, but the economy is much more favorable. And while the overall consumption of milk 4 € "and red meat a €" is
falling, dairy products and grassless meat sales are both increasing. "The people who were lifting the beef beef during Covid were out of beef in a few minutes," said Jackson. "It is truly an interesting exposure on the supply chain." Gruenfelder, whose farm is not organic certified, is not paid for more for its milk, and its cows produce about 30 to 50
pounds per day instead of standard 80 to 100. But without seeds and fertilizers and less machinery to be maintained, Gruenfelder is able to more than his income. "We don't get into town and we cool milk production," he said. "They'd think of me. I'm fine as long as I'm making a profit. "An analysis by the UW-Madison Centre for dairy profitability
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substantially decreased by being a switch. "I'm the most healthy," he said. "They are doing what they were put on earth to do." Still tramples on a little hay and buy grain from his brother to go through the winter months, but Gruenfelder said he spends much less time on the tractor, and finds the much more interesting job. "You have to go with the
fists. Every day it's different depending on time," he said. "I like to get out of bed and do this every day." Despite the advantages, Jackson said that after eight decades of modernization and focusing on greater production, it is difficult to obtain buy-in to such a cultural change. The transition can be expensive, especially for farmers who have heavily
invested in equipment. Bankers used to seeing very largely large numbers are often skeptical. There are relationships with seeds of seeds and fertilizers. And there is a pressure between peers. "There is all this Ethos built around high performance agriculture," said Jackson. "It is backwards. Not modern. It is the one who did grandmother and
grandfather." Here's where Grassland 2.0 enters. The collaborative effort 4 € "which also includes Uw-Madison Extension, the University of Minnesota-St. Paul and more non -profit & € "focuses on the sharing of information and resources with farmers, while also working to expand the markets, identify political tools and bring together partners at the
local and regional level to explore different approaches for the expansion of the Easter agriculture. Jackson hopes that farmers like Gruenfelder can help teach others the benefits and offer advice on making the transition. He also works with David Lezaks, a senior with the Croatan Institute, a non -profit research institute North Carolina working to
use investments as a tool for social change and ecological resilience. LeZaks, based in Madison, hopes to use some of those conscious socially consciousTo support regenerative agriculture, in the same way that it has passed to renewable energy, also showing traditional financiers who is a solid investment. "There is already a playbook in many cases,"
she said. "There are some bankers who fully understand it, but tends to be to the fringe. It is bringing it from the fringe to the center." The program is also using the modeling of the landscape to play different scenarios, providing how changes will influence the ecosystem as as returns and profits. Claudio Gratton, a professor of entomology who
developed computer models in his Uw-Madison laboratory, said that farmers can compare the economy of one system with another and experiment with several plantations in the individual fields. "We can move beyond the anecdote and of the help to the best science to answer these questions," said Gratton. "Sometimes it is difficult to look around the
corner and see what is possible here." here."
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