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Your	lawn	mower's	starter	cord	might	seem	lifeless	after	a	long	winter,	but	there	are	simple	methods	to	get	it	running	again.	Fresh	fuel	is	key;	old	gasoline	can	cause	starting	problems	and	engine	failure.	Regularly	inspect	the	spark	plug	for	wear	or	damage,	as	a	faulty	one	often	causes	issues.	Maintaining	your	lawn	mower	during	the	off-season	by
cleaning	it,	changing	the	oil,	and	storing	it	properly	will	prevent	any	starting	issues	when	spring	arrives.	Looking	forward	to	seein	everyone	at	the	meetin	tomorrow	and	discussin	our	strategies	can	save	you	time	and	money	by	identifing	when	to	call	in	a	professional.	If	troubleshootin	steps	don't	yield	results,	certian	signs	can	indicate	more	serious
issues	like	unusual	noises,	smoke	or	burnin	smells,	fluid	leaks,	inconsistant	performance	or	electrical	failures.	These	signs	point	to	internal	damage,	overheatin	or	electrical	problems,	significant	leak	that	requires	immediate	attention,	or	internal	components	may	be	failing.	A	professional	diagnosis	and	repair	can	cost	anywhere	from	$50	to	$100	for
diagnostic	fees,	parts	replacement	like	spark	plugs	that	might	be	$10	while	engine	repairs	can	exceed	$500,	and	labor	costs	are	$75	to	$125	per	hour	depending	on	the	shop's	location	and	expertise.	A	lawn	mower	that	won't	start	after	winter	is	a	common	issue	that	can	save	you	time	and	money	by	being	aware	of	these	signs	and	costs.	Regular
maintenance	and	seasonal	care	can	help	you	make	informed	decisions	about	whether	to	repair	your	mower	yourself	or	seek	professional	assistance.	Before	we	dive	into	troubleshootin,	it's	essential	to	understand	the	significance	of	winterizin'	your	mower.	Winterizin'	is	crucial	in	preventing	post	winter	start	up	issues.	Efficiency,	emissions	and
longevity	are	all	affected	by	proper	maintenance.	Stale	fuel,	dead	spark	plug,	batteries,	clogged	carburetor,	and	other	culprits	can	prevent	your	mower	from	starting.	A	well-maintained	mower	will	run	more	efficiently,	reducing	harmful	emissions	and	extendin'	the	life	of	your	mower	saving	you	money	in	the	long	run.	To	fix	a	non-starting	lawn	mower,
check	the	fuel	for	freshness,	replace	it	if	necessary,	inspect	the	battery	for	charge	and	corrosion,	examine	the	spark	plug	for	wear.	Cleaning	or	replacing	these	parts	can	help	get	your	mower	running	again.	Before	winter,	clean	the	mower	to	prevent	rust,	change	the	oil,	drain	the	fuel	tank	or	add	a	stabilizer,	and	remove	the	battery.	Store	the	mower	in
a	cool	dry	place	to	avoid	moisture	and	temperature	extremes.	Inspect	the	battery	for	any	visible	corrosion	or	leaks	and	use	a	multimeter	to	check	its	charge.	If	the	battery	is	too	weak	to	hold	a	charge	or	is	significantly	worn,	it	may	need	to	be	replaced.	Consider	professional	assistance	if	you	notice	unusual	noises,	smoke,	fluid	leaks,	inconsistant
performance	or	electrical	failures.	These	signs	can	indicate	serious	issues	that	may	require	expert	diagnosis	and	repair.	Maintaining	Your	Lawn	Mower:	A	Seasonal	Guide	to	Avoid	Starting	Issues	After	Winter	The	culprit	of	a	mower	that’s	been	sitting	around	all	winter	with	old	gas	is	often	the	cause	of	starting	problems	after	the	season	change.	Fuel
begins	to	break	down	rather	quickly,	degrading	as	soon	as	30	days	after	purchase.	Most	gas	contains	ethanol,	which	may	be	better	for	the	environment	but	is	not	good	for	small	engines	like	lawn	mowers.	Ethanol	attracts	moisture	to	the	fuel	system,	causing	a	mixture	to	form	with	water	that	separates	from	the	gas	and	sinks	to	the	bottom	of	the	fuel
tank.	Water	is	not	combustible,	and	this	mixture	can	leave	behind	varnish	and	gummy	deposits	restricting	fuel	flow	and	damaging	components.	When	the	engine	isn't	able	to	get	sufficient	fuel	or	the	fuel	contains	water,	the	mower	won't	start.	To	resolve	this	issue,	drain	the	old	fuel	and	add	fresh	fuel.	Adding	a	fuel	additive	like	Sea	Foam	Motor
Treatment	can	help	clean	and	remove	moisture	from	the	fuel	system.	However,	be	careful	not	to	let	the	sticky	substance	left	behind	by	old	fuel	stick	to	the	fuel	line,	as	it	can	restrict	fuel	flow.	Check	the	fuel	line	for	any	blockages	or	clogs,	and	use	carburetor	cleaner	and	compressed	air	to	loosen	up	any	debris.	If	the	issue	persists,	consider	replacing
the	fuel	line	entirely.	Similarly,	old	fuel	can	leave	deposits	in	the	carburetor,	causing	problems	with	fuel	flow	to	the	engine.	Cleaning	the	carburetor	may	be	necessary	if	the	problem	persists.	Additionally,	inspect	the	spark	plug	for	signs	of	corrosion	and	replace	it	if	necessary.	A	corroded	or	damaged	spark	plug	can	cause	starting	and	running
problems.	If	the	spark	plug	is	clean	but	dirty,	use	a	wire	brush	to	clean	it.	Finally,	check	the	lawn	mower	battery's	charging	level	using	an	ohmmeter	and	charge	it	if	necessary.	To	start	charging	a	lawn	mower	battery,	first	put	on	protective	gear	like	safety	glasses	and	gloves	to	shield	yourself	from	acid	or	electrical	shock.	Get	access	to	the	battery	and
terminals.	If	necessary,	remove	screws	to	reveal	the	lawn	mower's	body	for	better	access	to	the	battery	casing.	Ensure	the	battery	is	securely	in	its	casing	with	the	terminal	cables	attached.	Next,	connect	the	charging	cables	by	starting	with	the	positive	cable	(the	red	one	with	a	plus	sign)	and	then	connecting	the	negative	cable	(the	black	one	with	a
minus	sign).	Remember	that	the	positive	cable	should	be	disconnected	first	and	reconnected	last.	When	using	a	charger,	set	the	voltage	level	to	12	volts,	which	is	typically	the	standard	for	lawn	mowers.	The	amp	level	can	vary	from	two	amps	to	ten	amps,	depending	on	how	quickly	you	want	to	charge	the	battery.	Monitor	the	charging	gauge	if	your
charger	has	one.	Avoid	leaving	debris	or	moisture	on	the	mower	as	this	can	cause	corrosion	and	damage	components.	Also,	watch	out	for	rodent	nests	built	into	the	mower	during	winter	storage,	as	rodents	can	chew	wires	and	cause	electrical	issues.	When	storing	a	lawn	mower	for	winter,	consider	removing	the	battery	to	prevent	freezing.	Instead,
store	it	in	a	cool,	dry	location	away	from	humid	areas.	You	have	the	option	of	draining	the	fuel	tank	or	leaving	some	gas	inside;	however,	if	you	choose	the	latter,	make	sure	to	add	a	fuel	additive	to	stabilize	the	gas.	Before	storing	your	lawn	mower	for	winter,	follow	these	steps:	empty	the	fuel	tank	using	a	siphon	pump	and	run	the	engine	until	it	stops.
If	you	decide	to	leave	fuel	in	the	tank,	add	a	stabilizer	to	fresh	gasoline	according	to	the	instructions	on	the	bottle.	Once	treated,	start	the	engine	and	let	it	run	for	a	few	minutes	before	storing.	Common	issues	with	lawn	mowers	include	starting	problems,	smoking,	leaking,	cutting	issues,	or	overheating.	If	your	riding	mower	won’t	start	after	winter,
check	for	corroded	fuel	lines,	clogged	fuel	system,	bad	spark	plugs,	dead	batteries,	or	electrical	component	damage.	Always	follow	safety	instructions	provided	by	the	manufacturer	when	working	on	your	mower.	Riding	mower	troubles?	Maybe	old	fuel	is	the	culprit!	Over	time,	fuel	breaks	down	and	becomes	less	effective,	leaving	behind	a	sticky	mess
that	corrodes	components.	To	fix	this,	drain	the	old	fuel	and	add	fresh	stuff.	You	can	also	use	Sea	Foam	Motor	Treatment	to	clean	out	the	system.	Learn	more	about	choosing	the	right	fuel	and	caring	for	your	mower's	fuel	tank.	Clogged	fuel	lines	are	another	issue.	If	you	find	one,	stop	the	flow,	remove	an	end	of	the	line,	and	place	it	in	a	container
(lower	than	the	tank,	please!).	Check	if	there's	good	flow	coming	out	–	if	not,	shut	off	the	flow	and	remove	that	section	of	line.	Spray	some	carb	cleaner	in	there	to	loosen	things	up,	then	blow	compressed	air	through	to	clear	the	blockage.	Repeat	as	needed	until	it's	all	cleared	out.	The	carburetor	fuel	bowl	can	get	clogged	with	old	fuel	too,	leaving
sticky	deposits	behind.	If	you're	getting	enough	flow	but	no	combustion	happening,	take	apart	the	carb	and	clean	it	with	some	carb	cleaner.	If	that	doesn't	work,	you	might	need	to	rebuild	or	replace	it.	Don't	forget	about	the	spark	plug!	When	not	in	use,	they	can	corrode,	causing	starting	problems.	Inspect	yours	for	corrosion,	and	replace	it	if
necessary.	Clean	it	with	a	wire	brush	if	it's	just	dirty.	And	finally,	watch	out	for	frozen	batteries!	If	your	lawn	mower	battery	was	left	cold	over	winter	without	being	fully	charged,	it	might	be	toast.	Check	its	charge	level	using	an	ohmmeter	–	most	riding	mowers	use	12-volt	batteries.	If	it's	not	reading	12.7	volts,	charge	it	up	with	a	charger	and	cables.
Wear	protective	gear	to	avoid	acid	or	electrical	shock.	To	charge	your	lawn	mower	battery:	*	Put	on	safety	gear	(eyes	and	skin	protection)	*	Get	access	to	the	battery	*	Leave	the	terminal	cables	attached	*	Connect	the	positive	cable	first	(red	one	with	+	sign),	then	the	negative	cable	(black	one	with	–	sign)	*	Set	the	charger's	voltage	and	amp	level	to
12	volts	and	2-10	amps,	respectively	*	Keep	an	eye	on	the	charging	gauge	until	it's	fully	charged	(about	an	hour	for	a	10-amp	charger)	And	remember	to	clean	up	your	lawn	mower	when	storing	it	–	debris	or	moisture	can	cause	corrosion!To	overcome	issues	like	smoking,	uneven	cutting,	loss	of	power,	non-starting,	and	leaks	when	reviving	your	lawn
mower	after	winter	storage,	it's	essential	to	follow	proper	steps	to	ensure	a	smooth	start.	A	well-maintained	battery	is	crucial	as	weak	or	dead	batteries	can	cause	starting	problems.	If	your	lawn	mower	won't	start	after	sitting	for	winter,	first	try	to	air	intake	and	start	the	mower.	If	it	runs	for	a	bit	and	then	shuts	down,	there	might	be	a	fuel	restriction
in	the	fuel	lines,	fuel	pump	(if	applicable),	or	carburetor.	Old	gas	can	cause	problems	as	it	breaks	down	over	time.	Check	the	fuel	lines	and	carburetor	for	blockages	and	use	Sea	Foam	Motor	Treatment	to	clean	the	system.	Preventing	Common	Issues	with	Lawn	Mowers	During	Winter	Storage	by	properly	caring	for	and	storing	a	battery	in	A	Guide	to
Winter	Lawn	Mower	Battery	Care	Mower	After	Winter	(Step	By	Step)	If	your	lawn	mowr	won’t	start	after	sitting	over	winter,	then	you’ll	need	to	grab	your	tools	and	some	parts.	Once	you	have	everything	you	need,	you	can	bring	your	lawn	mowr	into	your	work	area,	or	even	better,	up	on	a	lawn	mowr	lift	if	you	have	one	(here’s	how	to	make	a	lawn
mowr	lift	table).	Service	the	Battery	If	you	happened	to	have	left	your	battery	connected	over	the	winter,	then	it	is	more	than	likely	dead.	Additionally,	if	it	was	connected	and	left	open	to	the	air,	you	could	have	some	terminal	corrosion.	Grabbing	a	charger	and	attaching	it	to	your	battery	isn’t	a	good	idea	with	corrosion	present	as	you	can	easily	send
too	much	current	to	the	battery	and	destroy	it.	So,	you’ll	need	to	remove	the	battery	and	service	it.	Here’s	what	you’ll	need	to	do.	Remove	the	Battery	Inspect	the	Battery	Clean	the	Terminals	&	Connector	Charge	the	Battery	Test	the	Volts	&	Amps	Reinstall	or	Replace	the	Battery	Leaving	bad	gasoline	in	a	lawn	mowr	over	winter	is	one	of	the	most
common	reasons	a	mowr	has	difficulty	starting	up	for	the	first	time.	Untreated	gasoline	will	“go	bad”	or	degrade	if	left	for	30	days	or	more.	Bad	gas	becomes	less	combustible	and	forms	a	fuel	gum.	If	untreated	gasoline	was	left	in	your	mowr	over	the	winter,	then	you’ll	need	to	remove	it	and	get	some	fresh	gasoline.	Here	are	the	steps	you’ll	need	to
follow	to	remove	the	bad	gas.	Siphon/Pump	Old	Gasoline	from	the	Fuel	Tank	Disconnect	the	Fuel	Line	from	the	Carburetor	Remove	Fuel	from	the	Fuel	System	(other	than	the	fuel	tank)	Reassemble	Fuel	System	Fill	with	Fresh	Fuel	Change	the	Engine	Oil	Leaving	new	engine	oil	in	a	lawn	mowr	over	the	winter	isn’t	a	problem,	however	old,	used	oil	can
be.	Imagine	all	the	dirt	and	muck	in	old	dirt	oil.	When	oil	is	left	for	a	long	period,	this	muck	settles	in	the	bottom	of	the	engine’s	sump	and	forms	a	sludge.	This	sludge	can	be	hard	to	get	rid	of,	and	it	will	possibly	pollute	your	next	few	oil	changes.	Even	if	you	winterized	your	lawn	mowr	correctly	before	putting	it	away,	you	still	need	to	change	the	oil	at
the	start	of	the	season.	There	is	always	a	certain	amount	of	dirt	in	the	sump	polluting	the	oil,	so	even	good	oil	will	go	bad	after	long	periods.	Here’s	what	you’ll	need	to	do	to	remove	the	old	oil	and	sludge.	Remove	the	Sump	Plug	&	Drain	the	Oil	Install	the	Sump	Plug	&	Fill	with	New	Oil	Run	the	Lawn	Mowr	Until	Hot	Allow	Mowr	to	Cool	Check	Oil	for
Cleanliness	Repeat	Oil	Change	Carburetor	Cleaning	If	you	did	happen	to	leave	gasoline	in	the	mowr	over	winter	and	didn’t	treat	it,	then	the	carburetor	is	going	to	need	to	be	thoroughly	cleaned.	The	gum	from	the	degraded	gasoline	can	really	clog	up	a	carburetor	and	render	it	useless.	In	addition,	the	float	can	become	stuck	in	place,	and	the	jets	can
be	completely	clogged.	So,	you	will	have	to	grab	your	tools	and	cleaning	equipment	and	follow	these	steps.	Remove	the	Air	Filter	&	Housing	Remove	the	Throttle	Linkage	from	the	Carburetor	Remove	the	Fuel	Line	Remove	the	Carburetor	Fuel	Cup	Remove	&	Clean	the	Fuel	Float	Remove	&	Clean	Fuel	Jets	Clean	the	Carburetor	Inside	&	Out	Inspect
Carburetor	for	Damage	&	Corrosion	Reinstall	the	Carburetor	&	Associated	Parts	or	Replace	Replace	the	Fuel	Filter	If	your	mowr	has	an	old	fuel	filter,	it	must	be	replaced.	A	dirty	filter	can	easily	reduce	fuel	flow	to	the	engine	and	cause	problems	when	trying	to	start	the	engine.	If	the	mowr	had	untreated	gasoline	left	in	it	over	winter,	it	will	probably
be	gummed	up	and	clogged.	Here’s	what	you’ll	need	to	do	to	replace	it.	Switch	OFF	Fuel	Remove	Spring	Clips	from	Fuel	Lines	Holding	on	the	Fuel	Filter	Remove	the	Old	Fuel	Filter	Install	the	New	Fuel	Filter	Install	the	Spring	Clips	Switch	ON	Fuel	Replace	the	Air	Filter	The	air	filter	serves	two	purposes.	The	first	is	to	make	sure	the	air	going	into	the
engine	is	clean.	The	second	is	to	regulate	the	volume	of	air	going	into	the	engine.	If	you	have	a	problem	with	starting	the	engine	at	the	start	of	the	season,	it	could	be	due	to	the	air	filter	being	clogged	and	affecting	the	air	getting	to	the	engine.	Depending	on	the	type	of	filter	your	lawn	mowr	uses,	it	could	have	also	dried	out.	So,	if	you	didn’t	already
replace	the	air	filter	before	putting	your	mowr	away	for	winter,	you’ll	need	to	do	so	now.	Here	are	the	steps	to	replace	the	air	filter.	Remove	the	Air	filter	Cover	Clean	the	Air	Filter	Housing	Install	New	Pre-Air	Filter	Install	New	Air	Filter	Reinstall	the	Air	Filter	Cover	Replace	the	Spark	Plug	&	Checking	the	Ignition	Cable	Spark	plugs	are	delicate	at	the
best	of	times,	so	leaving	an	old	one	in	your	mowr	over	the	winter	isn’t	a	good	idea.	Air	that	makes	its	way	through	the	air	filter	and	carburetor	and	then	into	the	cylinder	head	will	definitely	corrode	the	spark	plug	to	some	level.	Since	the	gap	in	the	spark	plug	between	the	center	electrode	and	the	ground	electrode	is	so	precise,	even	the	tiniest	amount
of	corrosion	can	affect	a	spark	plug.	The	best	solution	here	is	to	replace	the	plug	straight	away.	Here’s	what	you	can	do.	Remove	the	Ignition	Cable	Remove	the	Old	Spark	Plug	Install	the	New	Spark	Plug	Reattach	the	Ignition	Cable	When	you’re	changing	the	spark	plug,	it’s	always	a	good	idea	to	check	the	ignition	cable	that	attaches	to	the	spark	plug.
These	can	become	corroded	over	the	winter	and	can	Maintaining	Your	Lawn	Mower	After	Winter:	A	Comprehensive	Guide	###ENDARTICLECheck	Your	Lawn	Mower	Before	Winter:	A	Beginner's	Guide	to	Safe	Maintenance	and	Repair	As	the	winter	months	approach,	it's	essential	to	inspect	your	lawn	mower	before	storing	it	away	for	several	reasons,
including	safety	and	performance.	First	and	foremost,	ensure	you	have	followed	all	safety	instructions	provided	in	your	equipment	operator’s	manual.	This	includes	consulting	a	professional	if	you	don’t	have	the	necessary	skills,	knowledge	or	are	not	in	the	condition	to	perform	the	repair	safely.	Begin	by	checking	the	fuel	shut-off	valve	to	ensure	it	is
open.	If	you	may	have	shut	off	the	valve	before	storing	the	mower,	open	it	so	fuel	can	flow	freely.	Next,	inspect	the	battery's	voltage	and	charge	it	if	the	reading	is	low.	A	dead	battery	will	prevent	your	lawn	mower	from	starting	easily	or	at	all.	Furthermore,	check	for	signs	of	corrosion	on	the	spark	plug.	Remove	it	with	a	socket	wrench	and	inspect	it
for	any	signs	of	damage	or	deterioration.	If	necessary,	replace	the	spark	plug	to	ensure	proper	engine	function.	Additionally,	check	for	fuel	flow	issues	by	removing	the	air	filter	and	spraying	carburetor	cleaner	into	the	air	intake.	Then	start	the	mower	to	see	if	it	runs	well	for	a	short	while	before	shutting	down.	If	it	does	run	but	then	shuts	off,	there	is
likely	a	restriction	preventing	the	engine	from	getting	enough	fuel	to	start	and	run.	To	prevent	starting	problems	after	winter,	use	fresh	fuel	and	consider	adding	a	fuel	additive	like	Sea	Foam	Motor	Treatment	to	clean	and	remove	moisture	from	your	fuel	system.	Be	sure	to	drain	old	fuel	from	the	tank	and	replace	it	with	new	gas.	Old	fuel	can	leave
behind	sticky	deposits	on	the	fuel	line	that	restricts	flow	and	damages	fuel	components.	Regularly	check	your	fuel	lines	for	blockages	by	stopping	the	fuel	flow	using	a	valve	or	pliers,	then	spraying	carburetor	cleaner	into	the	line	and	blowing	compressed	air	through	it	to	dislodge	any	debris.	If	the	line	is	clogged,	install	a	new	section	of	the	same
length	and	diameter	when	possible.	Lastly,	inspect	the	carburetor	bowl	for	old,	sticky	fuel	deposits	that	can	clog	the	fuel	jet	and	prevent	proper	combustion.	Maintaining	Your	Lawn	Mower	Battery	for	Optimal	Performance	Once	all	repairs	have	been	made,	you	should	check	your	lawn	mower	battery.	If	it	uses	a	battery	to	start,	make	sure	it	is	not
frozen.	A	lawn	mower	battery	that	has	been	left	in	cold	temperatures	can	freeze	and	no	longer	hold	a	charge.	You	don’t	have	to	worry	about	this	if	the	battery	is	fully	charged.	However,	if	it	is	not,	there	is	a	good	chance	you	ruined	your	battery	over	the	winter	season.	###TABLE	OF	TEMPERATURESWhy	Won't	Your	Lawn	Mower	Start	After	Winter:
A	Troubleshooting	Guide	As	spring	arrives,	many	homeowners	look	forward	to	mowing	their	lawns.	However,	if	your	trusty	mower	refuses	to	start	after	a	long	winter's	nap,	you'll	need	to	troubleshoot	the	issue	to	get	it	running	smoothly	again.	Several	factors	can	contribute	to	a	lawnmower's	reluctance	to	fire	up	after	winter	storage.	Let	us	examine
some	of	these	common	culprits:	Fuel	System	Issues	-	Stale	fuel:	If	your	mower	hasn't	been	used	for	several	months,	the	fuel	may	have	gone	stale.	Drain	the	old	fuel	and	replace	it	with	fresh	gasoline.	-	Clogged	fuel	lines	or	filter	-	Carburetor	problems	Battery	Problems	-	Low	charge:	Connect	a	battery	charger	to	your	mower's	battery	and	let	it	charge
for	several	hours.	-	Old	batteries:	If	your	battery	is	more	than	2-3	years	old,	it	may	be	time	for	replacement.	Spark	Plug	Issues	-	Fouled	spark	plug:	Remove	the	spark	plug	and	check	for	signs	of	fouling	(black	or	oily	deposits)	or	wear.	Clean	or	replace	as	necessary.	Air	Filter	Clogged	-	Dirty	air	filter	restricts	airflow	to	the	engine	-	Check	and	clean	with
compressed	air	or	replace	if	necessary	Choke	Mechanism	Issues	-	Choke	not	fully	engaged:	Ensure	it's	fully	engaged	when	starting	a	cold	engine.	Adjust	as	needed	once	the	engine	is	running.	Safety	Switches	-	Safety	switch	connections	are	loose	-	Test	switches	to	ensure	they're	functioning	properly	I	smelled	gas	when	I	tried	to	start	my	Toro	lawn
mower.	What	does	this	mean?A	strong	smell	of	gas	could	indicate	a	problem	with	the	carburetor	or	fuel	system,	posibily	there's	too	much	fuel	being	delivered,	or	the	engine	isn't	getting	enuf	air	Check	for	leaks	and	ensure	the	carburetor	is	properly	adjusted.My	push	mower	won't	start,	what	coul	be	the	issue?Push	mowers	don't	have	batteries	if	it
won't	start	it	could	be	a	problem	with	the	blade,	starding	mechanism,	or	engin	itself	Check	for	any	obstruktions,	ensue	the	blade	is	propely	engaged,	and	inspect	the	engin	for	any	signs	of	dammage.What	to	do	to	preven	starting	problems	in	the	futre	Properly	winterize	your	lawn	mower	by	draining	the	fuel	tank,	changin	the	oil,	and	cleanin	the
carburetor.	Also,	store	your	mower	in	a	dry,	protcted	area.A	lawn	mower	may	not	start	after	winter	due	to	stale	fuel	or	a	depleted	battery	Poor	maintenance	or	a	clogged	carburetor	can	also	cause	starting	issues.	After	months	of	hibernation,	your	trusty	lawn	mower	might	stubbornly	refuse	to	wake	up	As	seasons	change,	the	transition	from	cold	to
warm	weather	can	efect	your	lawn	care	equipment	Old	gasoline	left	in	the	tank	is	often	the	primary	culprit,	breaking	down	and	leaving	gummi	residues	that	clog	the	fuel	system	Meanwhile,	batteries	drain	and	lose	charge	over	time,	especailly	in	the	cold,	potentially	leaving	you	with	insufficient	power	to	turn	over	the	engin	Regular	maintenance	can
help	preven	these	common	post-winter	woes,	but	even	the	best	care	sometimes	falls	short	in	the	face	of	prolonged	inactivity	As	you	prepare	to	tame	your	lawn	for	the	new	season,	understanding	these	potensial	hiccups	will	guide	you	toward	the	common	solutions	that'll	get	your	mower	running	again	As	spring	rolls	in,	excitement	builds	for	the	first
lawn	cut	of	the	season.	Yet	sometimes,	mowers	refuse	to	wake	from	their	winter	slumber	Understanding	the	common	hurdles	that	prevent	your	lawn	mower	from	starting	can	save	you	time	and	frustration	Let's	jump	into	what	happens	to	your	mower	during	its	winter	break	The	cold	snap	efect	can	be	tough	on	lawn	mowers	Dropping	temperatures
efect	your	mower	in	multiple	ways:	Fuel	thicken,	which	makes	it	harder	for	your	engin	to	start	Battery	power	depletes	because	cold	temperatures	drain	batteries	faster	Oils	congeal,	causing	poor	lubrication	within	the	engin	upon	startup	A	winterized	maintenance	routine	before	storing	your	mower	can	help	preven	these	issues	Impact	Of	Dormancy
On	Engines	Lawn	mower	engines,	just	like	bears,	don't	enjoy	being	dormant	Condensation	can	cause	moisture	buildup	in	the	fuel	system,	leading	to	corrosion	or	blockages	Stale	fuel	can	gum	up	the	works	since	fuel	deteriorates	over	time,	clogging	the	carburetor	Spark	plug	degradation	might	occur,	as	the	plug's	efectiveness	diminishes	when	not	in
use	Prevent	engine	issues	with	regular	check-ups	and	proper	storage	methods	Welcome	back	to	springtime,	and	with	it,	lawn	care	season	Your	mower	has	been	resting	for	months,	and	now,	it's	time	to	wake	it	up	Before	you	pull	the	start	cord,	a	thorough	initial	inspection	is	a	must	Let's	dive	into	the	checks	to	ensure	your	lawn	mower	starts	smoothly
after	its	winter	hibernation	Checking	For	Obvious	Blockages	Start	with	a	visual	scan	of	your	lawn	mower	Look	for	clogs	of	leaves,	grass,	or	debris	that	might	have	built	up	over	winter	These	can	block	air	filters,	exhausts,	or	even	the	blade	area	Clear	out	any	blockages	you	find	with	gloves	or	a	brush	Fuel	Levels	And	Quality	Fuel	can	degrade	over	time,
leading	to	starting	problems	Check	the	fuel	level	first;	if	it's	low,	fill	it	up	with	fresh	gas	If	there's	old	fuel	in	the	tank,	consider	draining	it	Use	a	fuel	stabilizer	to	help	preserve	fuel	quality	in	the	future	Drain	old	fuel	with	a	siphon	pump	Refill	with	fresh	gas	Add	a	fuel	stabilizer	to	extend	fuel	life	Fuel	system	issues	often	cause	lawn	mowers	to	fail	to
start	after	winter	A	period	of	inactivity	can	lead	to	fuel	problems	Let's	troubleshoot	and	fix	common	fuel-related	issues	Cleaning	The	Carburetor	The	carburetor	is	crucial	for	the	engin	Mixing	fuel	with	air	to	create	a	combustible	mixture	Over	winter,	old	fuel	can	leave	a	residue	that	clogs	the	carburetor	Shut	off	the	fuel	valve	Remove	the	carburetor
bowl	Clean	it	with	carburetor	cleaner	Clear	out	the	jets	and	check	for	blockages	Reassemble	and	test	your	mower	Changing	Outdated	Fuel	Stale	fuel	is	a	common	problem	after	winter	Gasoline	can	degrade	over	time	and	lose	its	efectiveness	Drain	old	fuel	from	the	tank	Dispose	of	it	safely	following	local	regulations	Fill	the	tank	with	fresh	fuel	suited
for	your	mower	Remember,	fresh	fuel	can	make	a	huge	difference	It	ensures	your	mower	runs	smoothly	and	starts	without	issues	Waking	up	your	lawn	mower	after	winter	should	be	easy	But	sometimes,	it	doesn't	roar	to	life	The	problem	often	lies	in	the	battery	or	the	electrical	system	Let's	dive	into	simple	checks	to	bring	your	mower	back	to	action
Testing	Battery	Voltage	A	weak	or	dead	battery	is	a	common	culprit	A	simple	voltage	test	can	tell	you	if	it's	###ARTICLEYour	Lawn	Mower	Wont	Start	After	Winter:	Common	Causes	and	Solutions	To	revive	your	lawn	mower	after	a	long	winter's	sleep,	it's	essential	to	tackle	common	issues	that	can	prevent	it	from	roaring	back	to	life.	First	things	first,
inspect	the	battery	voltage.	If	it's	less	than	12	volts,	recharge	or	replace	it	immediately.	Next,	turn	off	the	mower	and	locate	the	spark	plug.	Remove	it	using	a	socket	wrench,	then	clean	or	replace	it	if	necessary.	A	faulty	spark	plug	can	stop	your	mower	cold.	Check	the	oil	viscosity	by	wiping	down	the	dipstick	with	a	cloth	after	removing	it.	If	the	level
is	low,	fill	up	as	needed.	Thick,	gloopy	oil	can	stall	your	mower,	so	it's	crucial	to	change	it	regularly.	Fresh	oil	reduces	friction,	minimizes	wear	and	tear,	and	prevents	rust.	Addressing	air	flow	restriction	is	another	often	overlooked	culprit	for	a	stubborn	lawn	mower.	Check	the	air	filter	housing,	remove	any	debris,	and	clean	or	replace	the	filter	if
necessary.	A	clogged	filter	traps	dirt	and	debris,	preventing	proper	air	flow.	Ensure	clear	paths	by	checking	the	carburetor	and	exhaust	for	blockages.	Remove	any	dirt	or	debris	that	might	be	stuck,	ensuring	a	smooth	start.	If	your	blades	are	dirty	or	damaged,	inspect	them	carefully	for	obstructions.	Clean	or	sharpen	them	to	ensure	they	move	freely.
Regular	maintenance	is	key	to	preventing	these	common	issues.	Check	your	owner's	manual	for	the	recommended	oil	grade	and	schedule	regular	check-ups	with	a	professional	mechanic	if	needed.	Winterizing	your	lawn	mower	is	crucial	for	a	smooth	start	come	spring.	Before	storing,	focus	on	draining	fuel,	changing	oil,	cleaning	or	replacing	filters,
inspecting	spark	plugs,	and	sharpening	blades.	Store	the	mower	in	a	dry,	sheltered	space,	covered	to	shield	it	from	dust	and	pests.	Disconnect	the	battery	to	preserve	its	charge	and	life.	Periodically	check	on	the	mower	for	any	issues.	When	troubleshooting	starting	problems,	start	by	checking	the	fuel	level	to	ensure	enough	gas	is	available.	Remove
the	air	filter	and	inspect	the	carburetor,	cleaning	or	replacing	parts	as	needed.	Avoid	exposing	the	mower	to	rain	or	dew	to	prevent	flooding,	spark	plug	issues,	or	corrosion	of	electrical	connections	and	fuel	system	components.	Regular	maintenance	and	understanding	common	causes	of	starting	issues	will	help	tackle	a	stubborn	lawn	mower.	Don't
forget	to	add	fuel	stabilizers,	check	the	battery,	and	keep	the	mower	covered	or	stored	indoors.	With	these	tips,	your	mower	should	roar	back	to	life	with	ease	come	spring.Performing	routine	checks	on	your	lawn	mower's	fuel	system	can	help	prevent	damage	and	ensure	it	starts	when	you	need	it.	Firstly,	make	sure	to	refill	the	fuel	tank	with	fresh
fuel,	as	old	or	stale	fuel	can	lead	to	misfiring	engines.	Additionally,	inspect	the	fuel	filter	regularly,	as	a	clogged	one	can	cause	the	engine	to	malfunction.	It	is	also	crucial	to	use	a	fuel	stabilizer	to	keep	the	fuel	fresh	for	a	longer	period.	This	will	help	prevent	issues	like	dead	batteries	and	faulty	ignition	systems.	Checking	the	spark	plug	is	another
essential	task	before	winter.	Corroded	or	worn-out	spark	plugs	can	prevent	your	lawn	mower	from	starting,	so	it's	vital	to	inspect	them	regularly.	The	gap	between	the	electrodes	should	also	be	checked	and	adjusted	as	needed.	Battery	maintenance	is	equally	important	during	this	time.	Ensure	the	battery	is	properly	charged,	and	its	condition	is	good.
If	you	notice	any	signs	of	corrosion	or	damage,	replace	it	immediately.	Finally,	adding	fuel	stabilizers	or	new	fuel	can	help	extend	your	lawn	mower's	life	and	ensure	it	starts	when	you	need	it.	By	following	these	simple	steps,	you	can	enjoy	a	trouble-free	winter	season	with	your	lawn	mower.Checking	and	maintaining	your	lawn	mower's	components
before	winter	is	crucial	for	ensuring	they	work	properly	when	the	cold	weather	sets	in.	For	the	fuel	system,	it's	essential	to	inspect	the	fuel	filter	and	fuel	lines	to	remove	any	dirt	or	debris	that	may	have	accumulated	over	time.	Additionally,	checking	the	fuel	tank	and	fuel	lines	for	signs	of	rust	or	corrosion	can	help	prevent	damage.	If	rust	or	corrosion
is	present,	replacing	the	fuel	lines	and	tank	immediately	can	help	ensure	the	mower	starts	properly.	Furthermore,	adding	a	fuel	stabilizer	to	the	fuel	can	help	prevent	it	from	going	stale	during	the	winter	months.	This	simple	step	can	make	a	significant	difference	in	the	mower's	performance	when	the	warmer	weather	returns.	It's	also	crucial	to
inspect	the	spark	plug	for	any	signs	of	corrosion	or	wear	and	replace	it	if	necessary.	Checking	the	battery,	including	its	terminals	and	condition,	is	another	vital	task	to	ensure	the	mower	starts	without	issues.	In	addition	to	these	components,	properly	storing	the	lawn	mower	is	essential	during	winter.	Cleaning	the	mower,	changing	the	oil,	adding	a
fuel	stabilizer,	checking	the	spark	plug,	and	ensuring	the	battery	is	in	good	condition	can	all	help	prevent	issues	when	the	warmer	months	arrive.	By	taking	these	steps,	homeowners	can	ensure	their	lawn	mower	is	ready	to	go	when	the	seasons	change.	Old	Gasoline	and	More	Causes	Your	Lawn	Mower	Won't	Start	After	Winter	If	your	lawn	mower	was
stored	with	old	gasoline	in	the	tank,	it’s	likely	th	culprit.	Stale	gasoline	loses	its	volatility	and	can	become	gummy,	hindering	the	engine’s	ability	to	ignite.	Clogged	Fuel	Lines	and	FilterFuel	lines	and	filters	can	become	clogged	with	debris	or	varnish,	restricting	fuel	flow.	Inspect	th	fuel	lines	for	cracks	or	blockages,	and	replace	th	fuel	filter	if	it	appears
dirty	or	damaged.	Dirty	CarburetorThe	carburetor	is	responsible	for	mixing	fuel	and	air	in	the	correct	proportions	for	combustion.	Over	time,	dirt,	varnish,	and	other	contaminants	can	build	up	in	th	carburetor,	disrupting	this	delicate	balance.	A	dirty	carburetor	may	require	professional	cleaning	or	replacement.	Spark	Plug	IssuesThe	spark	plug	is
essential	for	igniting	th	fuel-air	mixture	in	th	engine.	If	th	spark	plug	is	fouled,	worn,	or	damaged,	it	won’t	be	able	to	create	th	spark	needed	for	combustion.	Fouled	Spark	PlugA	fouled	spark	plug	has	a	buildup	of	carbon,	oil,	or	other	deposits	on	its	electrodes,	preventing	a	strong	spark.	Regularly	cleaning	or	replacing	th	spark	plug	can	prevent	fouling.
Worn	Spark	PlugOver	time,	th	electrodes	on	a	spark	plug	wear	down,	reducing	its	ability	to	create	a	spark.	Inspect	th	spark	plug	for	excessive	wear	and	replace	it	if	necessary.	Damaged	Spark	PlugA	damaged	spark	plug,	such	as	a	cracked	insulator	or	broken	electrode,	will	not	function	properly.	Replace	any	damaged	spark	plugs	immediately.	Battery
ProblemsElectric	start	lawn	mowers	rely	on	a	battery	to	power	th	starter	motor.	If	th	battery	is	dead	or	weak,	th	mower	won’t	start.	Dead	BatteryA	dead	battery	can	be	caused	by	prolonged	storage,	cold	temperatures,	or	a	faulty	charging	system.	Try	jump-starting	th	mower	or	charging	th	battery	overnight.	Weak	BatteryA	weak	battery	may	not	have
enough	power	to	turn	th	starter	motor.	Test	th	battery’s	voltage	and	replace	it	if	it’s	below	th	manufacturer’s	specifications.	Other	Potential	IssuesBesides	th	common	culprits	mentioned	above,	other	factors	can	prevent	your	lawn	mower	from	starting	after	winter.	These	include:	*	Air	Filter:	A	clogged	air	filter	restricts	airflow	to	th	engine,	hindering
combustion.	*	Choke:	Th	choke	is	a	mechanism	that	enriches	th	fuel-air	mixture	during	cold	starts.	If	th	choke	is	stuck,	it	can	prevent	th	engine	from	starting.	*	Safety	Switches:	Lawn	mowers	have	various	safety	switches,	such	as	th	blade	brake	clutch	and	th	operator	presence	control,	that	prevent	accidental	starting.	If	a	safety	switch	is
malfunctioning,	th	mower	won’t	start.	*	Engine	Compression:	Low	engine	compression	can	prevent	th	engine	from	starting.	This	is	often	caused	by	worn	piston	rings	or	valves.	Troubleshooting	StepsNow	that	you	understand	th	potential	causes,	let’s	outline	a	systematic	approach	to	troubleshooting	your	lawn	mower.	Step	1:	Check	th	FuelBegin	by
inspecting	th	fuel	system.	Ensure	th	fuel	tank	is	full	and	th	fuel	is	fresh.	If	th	gasoline	is	old,	drain	it	and	replace	it	with	new	fuel.	Check	th	fuel	lines	for	cracks	or	blockages	and	replace	th	fuel	filter	if	necessary.	Step	2:	Inspect	th	Spark	PlugRemove	th	spark	plug	and	examine	it	for	fouling,	wear,	or	damage.	Clean	or	replace	th	spark	plug	as	needed.	If
you	have	a	spark	tester,	use	it	to	check	for	a	strong	spark	when	you	crank	th	engine.	Step	3:	Test	th	BatteryIf	your	lawn	mower	has	an	electric	start,	test	th	battery’s	voltage.	A	fully	charged	battery	should	have	a	voltage	of	around	12.6	volts.	If	th	voltage	is	low,	charge	th	battery	or	replace	it.	Step	4:	Check	th	Air	FilterInspect	th	air	filter	for	dirt	or
debris.	If	it’s	clogged,	clean	or	replace	it.	A	clean	air	filter	allows	for	proper	airflow	to	th	engine.	Step	5:	Examine	th	ChokeIf	your	lawn	mower	has	a	choke,	ensure	it’s	in	th	correct	position	for	starting.	Th	choke	enriches	th	fuel-air	mixture	during	cold	starts.	Once	th	engine	is	running,	gradually	release	th	choke.	Step	6:	Verify	Safety	SwitchesInspect
all	safety	switches,	such	as	th	blade	brake	clutch	and	th	operator	presence	control,	to	ensure	they	are	functioning	properly.	If	a	safety	switch	is	malfunctioning,	it	can	prevent	th	engine	from	starting.	A	dead	lawn	mower	battery	can	cause	the	engine	to	refuse	starting,	especially	after	winter	storage.	Check	the	voltage	with	a	voltmeter;	a	fully	charged
battery	should	have	around	12.6	volts.	If	lower,	the	battery	might	be	dead.	Using	a	jump	starter	is	an	option	to	revive	a	dead	lawn	mower	battery	but	ensure	it's	compatible	and	follow	manufacturer	instructions	carefully.	If	the	lawn	mower	still	won't	start	after	trying	these	steps,	consult	a	qualified	repair	technician	for	further	assistance.	To	prevent
starting	problems	next	winter,	drain	fuel	tank	before	storing,	add	fuel	stabilizer	if	leaving	some	in	the	tank,	clean	air	filter	and	spark	plug,	store	in	a	dry	location,	charge	battery	fully,	and	run	the	mower	occasionally	to	keep	engine	lubricated.To	ensure	your	lawn	mower	starts	easily	after	a	long	winter,	make	sure	it	is	properly	maintained	before
putting	it	away	for	the	season.	A	clogged	air	filter	can	prevent	dirt	and	debris	from	entering	the	engine,	but	don't	forget	to	check	the	carburetor	too.	Old	leftover	fuel	in	the	carburetor	can	leave	sticky	residue,	causing	problems	when	you	try	to	start	the	mower	again.	It's	also	important	to	store	your	lawn	mower	in	a	cool,	dry	place	with	the	gas	cap	on
tight.	If	your	lawn	mower	won't	start	after	winter	storage,	check	for	these	common	reasons:	old	gas	buildup	in	the	carburetor,	stale	fuel	in	the	float	bowl,	dead	spark	plugs,	worn-out	batteries,	or	corroded	electrical	components.	Proper	maintenance	is	key	to	prevent	these	issues.	If	your	riding	lawn	mower	won't	start	after	winter,	there	are	several
common	causes	to	check	first.	First,	let's	dive	into	these	in	more	detail	below,	so	you	can	fix	the	problem	and	get	your	mower	up	and	running	again.	One	of	the	most	common	culprits	when	your	riding	lawn	mower	refuses	to	start	after	a	long	winter	is	old	gas.	Fuel,	over	time,	breaks	down	and	becomes	less	effective,	leaving	behind	a	sticky	residue	that
can	clog	up	the	fuel	components	in	your	mower.	This	can	cause	issues	with	fuel	flow	and	prevent	the	engine	from	starting	properly.	To	fix	this	problem,	the	first	step	is	to	drain	the	old	gas	from	the	fuel	tank.	Do	this	in	a	well-ventilated	area	and	follow	proper	safety	precautions.	Once	the	old	gas	has	been	drained,	fill	the	tank	with	fresh	fuel.	To	further
clean	and	remove	any	moisture	from	the	fuel	system,	it’s	recommended	to	choose	the	fuel	with	a	fuel	additive.	This	substance	will	help	break	down	any	remaining	residue	and	improve	the	overall	performance	of	your	mower’s	engine.	When	faced	with	a	clogged	fuel	line,	locate	the	blockage	and	take	the	necessary	steps	to	remove	it.	To	do	this,	stop	the
fuel	flow	and	remove	one	end	of	the	line,	placing	it	in	a	container	positioned	lower	than	the	fuel	tank.	It	will	allow	you	to	check	the	flow	of	fuel	coming	out	of	the	line	into	the	container.	If	you	have	good	flow,	you	can	reinstall	the	fuel	line.	Yet,	if	there	is	no	or	poor	flow,	you’ll	need	to	proceed	with	unclogging	it.	One	effective	method	for	unclogging	a
fuel	line	is	by	using	carburetor	cleaner	and	compressed	air.	First,	spray	carburetor	cleaner	into	the	line	to	loosen	up	any	clogs.	Blow	compressed	air	into	the	line	to	free	it	from	any	blockages.	Repeat	this	process	of	spraying	with	carb	cleaner	and	blowing	out	with	air	until	the	blockage	is	completely	removed.	Sometimes,	all	you	need	to	do	is	give	that
dirty	carburetor	a	good	cleaning.	Old	fuel	can	leave	sticky	and	crusty	deposits	in	the	carburetor,	clogging	the	fuel	jet	and	preventing	the	proper	amount	of	fuel	from	reaching	the	engine	for	combustion.	This	buildup	can	cause	your	riding	lawn	mower	to	fail	to	start.	To	clean	the	carburetor,	you’ll	need	to	take	it	apart	and	use	carburetor	cleaner	to
remove	the	stubborn	deposits.	Follow	this	step-by-step	guide:	Turn	off	the	engine.	Clean	the	exterior	of	the	lawn	mower	engine.	Tidy	up	your	work	area	to	avoid	losing	small	parts	and	ensure	proper	lighting.	Remove	the	air	filter	housing	to	access	the	carburetor.	Loosen	the	fasteners	and	store	them	safely	for	reinstallation.	If	necessary,	replace
damaged	parts	with	new	ones.	Spray	carburetor	cleaner	inside	the	housing,	and	clean	its	parts.	Soak	parts	in	a	bucket	filled	with	a	liquid	carburetor	cleaner	for	thorough	cleaning.	Inspect	the	lawn	mower	to	ensure	all	parts	have	been	appropriately	reattached.	Check	for	any	loose	screws	or	bolts	and	tighten	them.	Make	sure	the	fuel	tank	is	closed
securely	and	there	is	no	leakage.	After	reassembly,	add	fuel	to	the	tank	and	start	the	mower.	If	problems	persist	with	starting	the	mower,	consider	taking	it	to	a	repair	shop.	Following	these	steps	will	help	in	maintaining	a	smooth-running	lawn	mower.	Having	trouble	getting	your	riding	lawn	mower	up	and	running	after	winter	storage?	Don't	worry,
it's	not	just	you!	A	bad	spark	plug	or	a	dead	battery	can	often	be	the	culprit	behind	this	issue.	Let's	dive	in	and	check	out	some	helpful	tips	to	get	your	mower	roaring	back	to	life!	First	off,	make	sure	that	spark	plug	is	clean	and	securely	attached	to	its	wires.	You	don't	want	any	dirt	or	debris	messing	with	the	engine's	performance!	If	you've	already
checked	the	spark	plug,	but	still	can't	get	it	started,	a	dead	battery	might	be	the	problem.	Lawn	mower	batteries	can	freeze	in	cold	temperatures,	especially	if	they	weren't	fully	charged	before	winter.	Here's	a	handy	table	to	help	you	determine	your	battery's	charging	level:	|	Battery	Charge	|	12-volt	Batteries	|	6-volt	Batteries	|	|	---	|	---	|	---	|	|	100%	|
12.78	V	|	6.39	V	|	|	-80°F	(92%)	|	12.66	V	|	6.33	V	|	|	-71.3°F	(85%)	|	12.57	V	|	6.28	V	|	|	-62°F	(62%)	|	12.27	V	|	6.13	V	|	|	-16°F	(50%)	|	11.97	V	|	5.98	V	|	|	+5°F	(20%)	|	11.67	V	|	5.84	V	|	Use	an	ohmmeter	to	check	your	battery's	voltage.	If	it	reads	lower	than	12.7	volts,	it	might	need	a	charge!	Follow	these	steps	to	do	so:	1.	Connect	the	charger	cables
to	the	corresponding	terminals	on	the	battery.	2.	Plug	in	the	charger	and	turn	it	on.	3.	Let	the	charger	run	until	it	indicates	the	battery	is	fully	charged.	If	your	battery	still	won't	hold	a	charge	after	charging,	it	might	be	time	to	replace	it	with	a	new	one!	Make	sure	to	choose	a	compatible	replacement	based	on	your	mower's	specifications.	Finally,
check	for	signs	of	corrosion	on	electrical	components	like	safety	switches	and	wiring.	Corrosion	can	disrupt	the	flow	of	electricity	and	prevent	your	mower	from	starting.	Use	a	wire	brush	or	sandpaper	to	gently	clean	any	affected	areas.	Common	Signs	of	Corrosion:	|	Sign	of	Corrosion	|	Possible	Effect	|	|	---	|	---	|	|	Buildup	or	rust	|	Poor	connection	|	|
Discoloration	|	Intermittent	power	supply	|	|	Loose	wires	|	No	power	|	That's	it!	With	these	helpful	tips,	you	should	be	able	to	get	your	riding	lawn	mower	up	and	running	smoothly	once	again.	Don't	forget	to	drain	old	fuel	from	the	tank	and	replace	it	with	fresh	fuel	to	prevent	stale	fuel	issues!	The	post	highlights	several	reasons	why	a	lawn	mower	may
not	start	after	winter,	including	untreated	fuel,	cold	or	wet	storage,	old	gas,	weak	batteries,	dirty	spark	plugs,	and	bad	electrical	wiring.	paraphrased	text	here	It	is	your	decision	whether	or	not	to	drain	the	fuel	tank	before	putting	away	your	lawnmower	during	winter.	You	can	either	empty	it	or	leave	some	gas	in	the	tank.	If	you	choose	to	keep	some
gas	in	the	tank,	you	must	use	a	good	quality	stabilizer	for	the	gasoline.	Not	all	of	these	additives	are	the	same,	so	make	sure	to	add	a	good	one	that	keeps	the	gas	stable	for	a	long	time.	I	like	using	Sea	Foam	Motor	Treatment	or	STA-BIL	Storage	fuel	additive.	Note:	This	stabilizer	only	works	with	fresh	gas	and	does	not	help	old	gas.	Check	out	how	I	use
Seas	Foam	in	my	lawnmower	by	reading	Use	Sea	Foam	in	a	Lawn	Mower	to	Stabilize	Your	Fuel.	To	get	your	lawnmower	ready	for	winter,	follow	these	steps:	Empty	the	tank	using	a	siphon	pump	and	put	the	gasoline	into	a	container	that	can	hold	it.	Run	the	mower	until	it	stops,	because	the	engine	is	no	longer	getting	fuel.	This	will	help	take	out	most
of	the	gas	from	the	system.	Add	a	stabilizer	to	the	fresh	gasoline,	as	the	instructions	on	the	bottle	say,	and	pour	it	into	the	tank.	Let	the	treated	gasoline	run	through	the	system	by	starting	the	mower	for	a	few	minutes	before	storing	it.	Having	a	lawnmower	is	not	without	its	problems.	Over	time	you	will	encounter	many	lawnmower	issues	including
starting	troubles,	smoking,	leaks,	cutting	difficulties,	and	overheating.	For	more	information	on	troubleshooting	common	lawnmower	problems,	check	out	my	article	Common	Lawn	Mower	Problems:	Solved.
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