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GCSEEnglish LiteratureAQAEnglish Lit: AQA GCSE Frankenstein4.4.1The term 'imagery' has a vast number of meanings, and can incorporate various literary devices such as simile and metaphor. It is not limited to a visual response, authors also use auditory and tactile imagery. Different genres have associated types of imagery, such as: Gothic
imagery, which creates a dreary, dark atmosphere.Romantic imagery, which conjures up a sense of the Sublime.In the novel, Shelley employs vivid and descriptive language in order to allow readers a greater understanding of her meaning.It was on a dreary night of November that I beheld the accomplishment of my toils.""It was already one in the
morning; the rain pattered dismally against the panes, and my candle was nearly burnt out, when, by the glimmer of the half-extinguished light, I saw the dull yellow eye of the creature open; it breathed hard, and a convulsive motion agitated its limbs. In this piece of Gothic imagery, Shelley uses aspects of the setting to create a dark, troubling mood
which links to Victors own experiences. This technique (of using setting and weather to link to characters emotions) can be described as pathetic fallacy. Shelley adds to the natural darkness of a dreary winters evening with the focus on the waning light of Victors candle. As light is often used to represent hope and goodness, the lack of light here
encourages the reader to anticipate the awakening of the creation as something horrific and evil. This is furthered by the description of the creations movements as convulsive, linking to the notion of sickness and a lack of control.The term 'imagery' has a vast number of meanings, and can incorporate various literary devices such as simile and
metaphor. It is not limited to a visual response, authors also use auditory and tactile imagery. Different genres have associated types of imagery, such as: Gothic imagery, which creates a dreary, dark atmosphere.Romantic imagery, which conjures up a sense of the Sublime.In the novel, Shelley employs vivid and descriptive language in order to allow
readers a greater understanding of her meaning.Still, as I ascended higher, the valley assumed a more magnificent and astonishing character." "Ruined castles hanging on the precipices of piny mountains; the impetuous Arve, and cottages every here and there peeping forth from among the trees, formed a scene of singular beauty.""But it was
augmented and rendered sublime by the mighty Alps, whose white and shining pyramids and domes towered above all, as belonging to another earth, the habitations of another race of beings. Here, Shelley creates Romantic imagery in which the scenery of the Alps is presented as Sublime. The focus is on Victors isolation and solitude. The only
aspects of human life he sees are either overshadowed by nature, like the cottages which barely peep through the forest.Or in ruins, like the castles which seem to be precariously positioned on cliffs, as if they could fall away at any moment. Shelley shows Victors focus to be on the Alps, which (in contrast to the manmade aspects of the setting) are
vast and mighty. The language used emphasises this sense of the supremacy of nature, with towered suggesting the physical superiority of the mountains, and white and shining perhaps implying a heavenly or Godly power.The term 'imagery' has a vast number of meanings, and can incorporate various literary devices such as simile and metaphor. It
is not limited to a visual response, authors also use auditory and tactile imagery. But I, the true murderer, felt the never-dying worm alive in my bosom, which allowed of no hope or consolation. In this image, Shelley presents the guilt Victor feels during Justine's trial as a physical creature eating away at Victor's insides. The fact that she chooses to
use a worm, a creature often associated with rotting and decomposition, could suggest that (by choosing not to speak up) Victor becomes morally decayed. Furthermore, the place in which Victor feels this creature is his "bosom", the site of his heart, an organ with connotations of love and care. The image of the worm feasting here could suggest that
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revise my paper if needed? Our service offers an unlimited amount of free revisions. We will polish your paper until you find it perfect. Do I need to pay for an essay before or after? Money on your account stays with you. The sum is frozen until you receive a finished paper and confirm it was written according to your instructions. Can you find an
expert for any essay subjects? Over 200 PhD experts work with GradesFixer to provide the best expertise on any topic. You can look through the writers yourself, check their experience and reviews or even chat with them to make the right choice. Feel lost with all the offers? Our support team will gladly help you find the best writer for your paper. It
does not let me check my text, what should I do? You should check the file format and ensure you do not exceed the limit (it should be no more than 19900 symbols). Why can't I simply copy the sample? Our policy prohibits direct copying. Still, you can receive any sample via email after you specify your address. I need to make my paper single-spaced,
how do I make it (cannot find how to do it in the ordering form)? If you already know the word count, you can choose a specific number of pages with one page being 275 words to cover your needs. Mention it in your instructions and tell that it should be a single-spaced paper. Your privacy is extremely important to us. We use the services of security
vendors who protect and ensure the integrity of our platform, while keeping your personal information safe. see prices from 200+ writers The descriptions in Edgar Allan Poes story The Fall of the House of Usher are visual and can easily be adapted from words into mental images. Poe employs gothic imagery throughout the entire story using the
narrators descriptions. He incorporates many examples of vivid descriptions but, he also in detail gives the reader background information. In the opening paragraphs of the story, Poe communicates to the audience of the Usher familys history, that his very ancient family had been noted,(7). Their importance to their community is because of their
passion towards the arts. The story focuses on a narrator reuniting with his boyhood friend, Usher, at his mansion due to the crisis of his dying sister, Madeline. The narrator provides companionship show more content Gothic imagery is the same as imagery but adds elements of terror and guilt. Common elements of gothic literature are a gloomy
atmosphere, a grand setting such as a mansion or castle, relationships between rational thinking and madness, entrapment, and dark secrets. Often times it can be difficult to convey how something might look, sound, taste, feel, or smell by just using words. It would be much simpler to just allow one to examine a persons face then to have their looks
described to them using words alone. Poe uses gothic imagery in a unique way that opens the readers mind and makes it feel like they are the ones visualizing the event rather than reading about it. There was an iciness, a sinking, a sickening of the heart(4). These words naturally make one feel unsettled and in a dreary show more content It makes
the reader picture the house in nothing but sorrow and dullness, feeding into the common elements of gothic literature. It is very difficult to incorporate the sense of smell into a story but Poe does this well,which had reeked up from the decayed trees, and the gray wall, and the silent tarna pestilent and mystic vapor, dull, sluggish, faintly discernible,
and leaden-hued(10). As shown above Poe integrates the five senses through the narrators representation of the house. In like manner, Poe uses detailed information to delineate foreshadowing. Foreshadowing is used constantly throughout this story. It is even used in the title The Fall of the House of Usher, due to the crumbling of the house at the
end of the story. Imagery can play a helping hand in intensifying foreshadowing. If one can exacerbate the visualization an event or setting using detailed descriptions it will be far more easier for them to recall how events from the beginning of a story relate to events at the end. In this case imagery and foreshadowing go hand in hand in creating a
true gothic literature piece. When using the theme Paul Husband / Moment / Getty Images Used under Getty Images license Gothic literature is a popular genre that dominated Western literature throughout the 19th century and still endures today due to its grotesque yet gripping allure. From the looming image of Frankensteins monster to the
macabre tales of Edgar Allan Poe, images of the gothic genre have permeated Western literature and popular culture. Explore the morbid, fantastical elements and characteristics of Gothic literature, as well as classic and contemporary examples of this influential genre. Gothic literature is a genre of literature that rose to prominence in the late 18th
century. The term Gothic historically refers to a style of architecture popularized in the Medieval period. The term has since become applicable to any medium that displays particular aesthetic characteristics, such as dark settings and atmosphere and elements of the supernatural. All this and more can be found in Gothic novels. Many Gothic stories
that are read and retold today are now considered classics. Dive into the plots of a few Gothic novel greats. The Castle of Otranto contained all the elements necessary to be dubbed the first true Gothic novel. So much so that the subtitle that appeared on the cover was A Gothic Story. This genre-defining tale has all the hallmarks of a good Gothic
novel: prophecy, a crumbling castle, a madman, a murder, and intrigue. Ann Radcliffe paved the way for women in the Gothic genre with her groundbreaking and scandalous The Mysteries of Udolpho. This story features noblemen of dubious lineage, a tragic heroine, a brooding villain, seemingly supernatural occurrences, and a creepy countryside
castle. Corruption and downfall take center stage in this Gothic novel with two interweaving plotlines. Readers of the day were riveted and repulsed by the downfall of the titular monk, Ambrosio, and his interactions with a demon, as well as enthralled by the romance between Raymond and Agnes. This Gothic classic features genre staples such as
ghosts, demons, rituals, and prophecies. While Jane Austen is primarily known for her witty romances, Northanger Abbey stands out as an early and markedly different work. Here she parodies the popular Gothic novels of the day through her heroine, Catherine Morland, who is obsessed with the genre, particularly the works of Ann Radcliffe. When
Catherine arrives in the titular Northanger Abbey, a dark structure that promises secrets and intrigue, she begins to conjure dark plots at every turn. But are there really dark forces at work, or is it all in her mind? At just nineteen, Mary Shelley revolutionized both the Gothic and Science Fiction genres with her classic novel Frankenstein. The novel
depicts the anti-hero Victor Frankenstein, who is driven to near insanity by his thirst for knowledge, resulting in the creation of the iconic Frankensteins monster. The story has been retold countless times and endures as a staple of the genre and Western literature in general. This celebrated story is an early example of the Gothic genre from an
American writer. Poe endures as one of the most influential voices in the Gothic movement and penned countless chilling tales. The master of macabre depicts the downward spiral of his anonymous narrator after he arrives at the home of a friend who has recently passed. Although his friend is dead, the house may be very much alive. Complete with
an eerie castle, an intriguing anti-hero and sweeping, misty moors, Charlotte Bronte takes readers for a chilling journey into the world of Jane Eyre, an orphan girl turned governess in early Victorian England. When Jane goes to work for a mysterious man named Mr. Rochester at Thornfield Hall, strange things begin to happen, including curious
noises and mysterious fires. Jane eventually falls for Rochester, who possesses a dark secret that threatens to turn Janes world upside down. Surrounded by mystery, glamor, intrigue, and the perverse, Dracula is a classic character that has transcended time and popular culture. Introduced to the world through Bram Stokers writings, Dracula takes
you for a wild ride into a fascinating nightmare, mixing terror, suspense and romance into a compelling page-turner for the ages. Classic Gothic novels gave birth to modern ghost stories and horror. While these works continue to be adapted for modern audiences, new tales are being told all the time. Often these tales replace the castles with urban
settings and archetypal figures with contemporary characters, but you still see the essential elements of Gothic literature. Take a psychological thrill ride with Daphne Du Mauriers Rebecca. Rebecca weaves a classic tale of a wealthy widower and his new, young wife, whose name is never revealed. However, the ghost of his previous wife, the
eponymous Rebecca, hangs over their marriage, and the new wife begins to spiral with a bit of help from a sinister housekeeper. Shirley Jackson is a name synonymous with modern horror, and her final novel We Have Always Lived in the Castle is no exception. The story depicts the coming of age of its young narrator, a family mystery, an old remote
setting, and a sense of unease on every page. The master of horror himself has also taken inspiration from the Gothic greats. While many of Kings works fit the bill, Carrie has many classic elements: a distressed but complex heroine, a coming of age story, supernatural forces, and of course blood. In true Gothic style, youll get caught up in the
haunting secrets and strange happenings taking place in Wylding Hall. Follow this haunting tale as a relaxing escape becomes a terrifying thrill ride for a folk-rock band recounting the disappearance of their lead singer. Escaping to a crumbling and abandoned estate, Tessa gets pulled into a world of terror, mystery and dark secrets. The Caretakers
takes a chilling modern twist on classic Gothic literature themes. Set in 1950s Mexico, the New York Times Bestseller Mexican Gothic provides a provocative mix of thriller, fantasy and horror elements by following the protagonist, Noemi. Set in a remote country estate, High Place is full of sinister family secrets and hushed whispers that unravel with
each new page. Gothic literature can trace its roots to Romanticism, a movement that swept through Europe in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Gothic literature stems from Dark Romanticism, a more macabre subgenre of Romanticism. This literary movement was particularly prevalent in English and German literature and ultimately
dominated the market. Notably, many female authors rose to prominence writing Gothic literature, including Ann Radcliffe, Clara Reeves, Mary Shelley, the Bront sisters, and even Jane Austen. Some subgenres of Gothic literature include Gothic romance and Gothic horror. A popular example of Gothic romance is Jane Eyre, while the term Gothic
horror might apply to the works of Edgar Allan Poe. A popular subgenre that has emerged in modern times is Southern Gothic, with notable works such as Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston, Beloved by Toni Morrison, and the works of Flannery O'Connor and Cormac McCarthy. There is a reason the word gothic brings to mind
trap doors, castles, monasteries, and more. This is because Gothic literature has specific characteristics like:creepy settings - In Gothic fiction, the setting is a character in its own right. Some common types of settings include castles, haunted houses, graveyards, and dark forests.natural imagery - A hallmark of both Romanticism and Gothic literature
is imagery, particularly pertaining to nature.dark atmosphere - No Gothic story is complete without atmosphere, including complementary weather conditions. Examples include rain, storms, a chill in the air or howling wind.archetypal character traits - Gothic literature typically has particular types of characters: a distressed heroine, tyrannical male
characters (usually villains) and anti-heroes, also known as Byronic heroes after Romantic poet Lord Byron.suspense - Gothic plot lines typically revolve around suspenseful events, familial mysteries, disappearances, unexplainable events, and frightening objects.terror - The protagonist is haunted by supernatural or seemingly supernatural events
such as doors suddenly closing, baying of dogs, footsteps, moans, and eerie sounds in the night.paranormal activity - Gothic novels are famous for featuring ghosts, vampires, monsters, and other shadowy figures. Sometimes these supernatural figures are literal, and other times they are symbolic or have a natural explanation.omens and prophecies -
The protagonist or a supporting character will often typically have distressing dreams, visions or prophecies connected to the setting or events of the story.agony and ecstasy - Gothic stories are often characterized by melodrama, inner turmoil, intrigue, and insanity as well as sweeping romance, grandiose passions and enchanting prose.macabre and
morbid - No Gothic tale is complete without a little death and destruction. This can be in the form of a murder or other such macabre themes laced throughout the text. Gothic literature feeds off the fears and curiosities of the human experience to weave thrilling, imaginative tales. Keep your journey into literature going by exploring different literary
genres, including ghost and monster stories.Romance, horror and death literary genre"Gothic literature" redirects here. It may also refer to texts in the extinct Gothic language. For fiction associated with the goth scene, see Goth subculture Books and magazines.Mary Shelley's Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus (1818) has come to define
Gothic fiction in the Romantic period. Frontispiece to 1831 edition shown.Gothic fiction, sometimes referred to as Gothic horror (primarily in the 20th century), is a literary aesthetic of fear and haunting. The name of the genre is derived from the Renaissance era use of the word "gothic", as a pejorative to mean medieval and barbaric, which itself
originated from Gothic architecture and in turn the Goths.[1]The first work to be labelled as Gothic was Horace Walpole's 1764 novel The Castle of Otranto, later subtitled A Gothic Story. Subsequent 18th-century contributors included Clara Reeve, Ann Radcliffe, William Thomas Beckford, and Matthew Lewis. The Gothic influence continued into the
early 19th century, with Romantic works by poets, like Samuel Taylor Coleridge and Lord Byron. Novelists such as Mary Shelley, Charles Maturin, Walter Scott and E. T. A. Hoffmann frequently drew upon gothic motifs in their works as well.Gothic aesthetics continued to be used throughout the early Victorian period in novels by Charles Dickens,
Bront sisters, as well as works by the American writers, Edgar Allan Poe and Nathaniel Hawthorne. Later, Gothic fiction evolved through well-known works like Dracula by Bram Stoker, The Beetle by Richard Marsh, Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson, and The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde. In the 20th-century,
Gothic fiction remained influential with contributors including Daphne du Maurier, Stephen King, V. C. Andrews, Shirley Jackson, Anne Rice, and Toni Morrison.The ruins of Wolf's Crag castle in Walter Scott's The Bride of Lammermoor (1819)Gothic fiction is characterised by an environment of fear, the threat of supernatural events, and the intrusion
of the past upon the present.[2][3] The setting typically includes physical reminders of the past, especially through ruined buildings that stand as proof of a previously thriving world that is now decaying.[4][bettersourceneeded] Characteristic gothic settings in the 18th and 19th centuries include castles, and religious buildings such as monasteries,
convents, and crypts. The atmosphere is typically claustrophobic, and common plot elements include vengeful persecution, imprisonment, and murder.[2] The depiction of horrifying events in Gothic fiction often serves as a metaphorical expression of psychological or social conflicts.[3] The form of a Gothic story is usually discontinuous and
convoluted, often incorporating tales within tales, changing narrators, and framing devices such as discovered manuscripts or interpolated histories.[5] Other characteristics, regardless of relevance to the main plot, can include sleeplike and deathlike states, live burials, doubles, unnatural echoes or silences, the discovery of obscured family ties,
unintelligible writings, nocturnal landscapes, remote locations,[6] and dreams.[5] In the late 19th century, Gothic fiction often involved demons and demonic possession, ghosts, and other kinds of evil spirits.[6]Strawberry Hill, southwest London, an English villa in the "Gothic Revival" style, built by Gothic writer Horace WalpoleThe Gothic Temple
folly in Stowe Gardens, Buckinghamshire, built as a ruin in 1741, designed by James Gibbs[7]Gothic fiction is strongly associated with the Gothic Revival architecture of that same era. English Gothic writers often associated medieval buildings with what they saw as a dark and terrifying period, marked by harsh laws enforced by torture and with
mysterious, fantastic, and superstitious rituals. The literary Gothic embodies an appreciation of the joys of extreme emotion, the thrills of fearfulness and awe inherent in the sublime, and a quest for atmosphere, similar to the Gothic Revivalists' rejection of the clarity and rationalism of the Neoclassical style of the Enlightened Establishment. Gothic
ruins invoke multiple linked emotions by representing the collapse of human creations and inevitable decay hence the urge to add fake ruins as eyecatchers in English landscape parks.Including a Gothic building in a story serves several purposes. It implies that the story is set in the past, coveys a sense of isolation or dissociation from the rest of the
world, indicates religious associations, and evokes feelings of awe. The architecture often served as a mirror for the characters and events of the story.[8] The buildings in The Castle of Otranto, for example, are riddled with tunnels that characters use to move back and forth in secret. This movement mirrors the secrets surrounding Manfred's
possession of the castle and how it came into his family.[9]'Tis now the very witching time of night, When churchyards yawn, and hell itself breathes outContagion to this world. Now could I drink hot blood,And do such bitter business as the dayWould quake to look on. Lines from Shakespeare's HamletThe components that would eventually combine
into Gothic literature had a rich history by the time Walpole presented a fictitious medieval manuscript in The Castle of Otranto in 1764.The plays of William Shakespeare were also a crucial reference point for early Gothic writers, in an effort to bring credibility to their works, and to legitimize the emerging genre as serious literature to the public.
[10] His tragedies such as Hamlet, Macbeth, King Lear, Romeo and Juliet, and Richard III incorporated plots revolving around the supernatural, revenge, murder, ghosts, witchcraft, and omens. These works, often set in medieval castles and written in dramatic pathos, were a huge influence upon early Gothic authors. Many early Gothic writers
frequently quote, and make allusions to Shakespeare's works.[11]Another major influence among Gothic writers was John Milton's Paradise Lost (1667), particularly his depiction of the tragic anti-hero character Satan. This character became a model for many charismatic Gothic villains and Byronic heroes. Milton's "version of the myth of the fall and
redemption, creation and decreation, is, as Frankenstein again reveals, an important model for Gothic plots."[12]Alexander Pope also had a significant role in shaping Gothic fiction. Pope was the first significant poet of the 18th century to write a poem in an authentic Gothic manner.[13] His poem, Eloisa to Abelard (1717), is a tale of star-crossed
lovers, one doomed to a life of seclusion in a convent, and the other in a monastery, abounds in gloomy imagery, religious terror, and suppressed passion. The influence of Pope's poem is found throughout 18th-century Gothic literature, including the novels of Walpole, Radcliffe, and Lewis.[14]Gothic literature is often described with words such as
"wonder" and "terror."[15] This sense of wonder and terror that provides the suspension of disbelief so important to Gothic fictionwhich, except for when it is parodied, even for all its occasional melodrama, is typically played straight, in a self-serious mannerrequires the imagination of the reader to be willing to accept the idea that there might be
something "beyond that which is immediately in front of us."[citation needed] The mysterious imagination necessary for Gothic literature to have gained any traction had been growing for some time even before the advent of the Gothic. The need for an outlet for this imagination came as the known world was becoming more explored, reducing the
geographical mysteries of the world. The edges of the map were filling in, and no dragons were to be found. The human mind required a replacement.[16][bettersourceneeded] Clive Bloom theorizes that this void in the collective imagination was critical in developing the cultural possibility for the rise of the Gothic tradition.[17]The setting of most
early Gothic works was medieval, but this was a common theme long before Walpole. In Britain especially, there was a desire to reclaim a shared past. This obsession frequently led to extravagant architectural displays like Fonthill Abbey, and even mock tournaments were held. It was not merely in literature that a medieval revival made itself felt, the
broader cultural fascination with the medieval era contributed to a society ready to accept a perceived medieval work in 1764.[16]The Gothic often uses scenery of decay, death, and morbidity to achieve its effects (especially in the Italian Horror school of Gothic). However, Gothic literature was not the origin of this tradition; it was far older. Images
like corpses, skeletons, and churchyards, now commonly associated with early Gothic fiction, were first popularized by the Graveyard poets. They were also present in novels such as Daniel Defoe's A Journal of the Plague Year, which contains comical scenes of plague carts and piles of corpses. Even earlier, poets like Edmund Spenser evoked a dreary
and sorrowful mood in such poems as Epithalamion.[16] These pre-Gothic works laid the emotional groundwork that Gothic fiction later expanded upon.All aspects of pre-Gothic literature occur to some degree in the Gothic, but even taken together, they still fall short of true Gothic.[16] What was needed to be added was an aesthetic to tie the
elements together. Bloom notes that this aesthetic must take the form of a theoretical or philosophical core, which is necessary to "sav[e] the best tales from becoming mere anecdote or incoherent sensationalism."[18] In this case, the aesthetic needed to be emotional, and was finally provided by Edmund Burke's 1757 work, A Philosophical Enquiry
into the Origin of Our Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful, which "finally codif[ied] the gothic emotional experience."[19][bettersourceneeded] Burke's thoughts on the Sublime, Terror, and Obscurity helped shape Gothic fiction's emotional and psychological tone. These sections can be summarized thus: the Sublime is that which is or produces the
"strongest emotion which the mind is capable of feeling"; Terror most often evoked the Sublime; and to cause Terror, we need some amount of Obscurity we can't know everything about that which is inducing Terror or else "a great deal of the apprehension vanishes"; Obscurity is necessary to experience the Terror of the unknown.[16] Bloom asserts
that Burke's descriptive vocabulary was essential to the Romantic works that eventually informed the Gothic.The birth of Gothic literature was also thought to have been influenced by political upheaval. Researchers linked its birth with the English Civil War, culminating in the Jacobite rising of 1745 which was more recent to the first Gothic novel
(1764). The collective political memory and any deep cultural fears associated with it likely contributed to early Gothic villains as literary representatives of defeated Tory barons or Royalists "rising" from their political graves in the pages of early Gothic novels to terrorize the bourgeois reader of late eighteenth-century England.[20][21][22][23]From
the castles, dungeons, forests, and hidden passages of the Gothic fiction genre emerged the subgenre, female Gothic. Guided by the works of authors such as Ann Radcliffe, Mary Shelley, and Charlotte Bront, the female Gothic allowed women's societal and sexual desires to be introduced. In many respects, the novel's intended reader of the time was
the woman who, even as she enjoyed such novels, felt she had to "[lay] down her book with affected indifference, or momentary shame,"[24] according to author, Jane Austen. Gothic fiction shaped its form for woman readers to "turn to Gothic romances to find support for their own mixed feelings."[25]Female Gothic narratives focus on such topics as
a persecuted heroine fleeing from a villainous father and searching for an absent mother. At the same time, male writers tend towards the masculine transgression of social taboos. The emergence of the ghost story gave women writers something to write about besides the common marriage plot, allowing them to present a more radical critique of
male power, violence, and predatory sexuality.[26] Authors such as Mary Robinson and Charlotte Dacre however, present a counter to the naive and persecuted heroines usually featured in female Gothic of the time, and instead feature more sexually assertive heroines in their works.[27] Dacre's Zofloya; or, The Moor is a noted example of an early
female Gothic novel which transgresses gender conventions of the female Gothic of the time, with a sexually aggressive female protagonist, Victoria, who pursues partners at her desire.[28]When the female Gothic coincides with the explained supernatural, the natural cause of terror is not the supernatural, but female disability and societal horrors:
rape, incest, and the threatening control of a male antagonist. Female Gothic novels also address women's discontent with patriarchal society, their difficult and unsatisfying maternal position, and their role within that society. Women's fears of entrapment in the domestic, their bodies, marriage, childbirth, or domestic abuse commonly appear in the
genre.After the characteristic Gothic Bildungsroman-like plot sequence, female Gothic allowed readers to grow from "adolescence to maturity"[29] in the face of the realized impossibilities of the supernatural. As protagonists such as Adeline in The Romance of the Forest learn that their superstitious fantasies and terrors are replaced by natural cause
and reasonable doubt, the reader may grasp the heroine's true position: "The heroine possesses the romantic temperament that perceives strangeness where others see none. Her sensibility, therefore, prevents her from knowing that her true plight is her condition, the disability of being female."[29]Main article: Eighteenth-century Gothic novelThe
Castle of Otranto (1764) is regarded as the first Gothic novel. The aesthetics of the book have shaped modern-day gothic books, films, art, music and the goth subculture.[30]The first work to be labeled as "Gothic" was Horace Walpole's The Castle of Otranto (1764).[2] The widely popular first edition presented the story as a translation of a sixteenth-
century manuscript.[30] In the second edition, Walpole revealed himself as the author, adding the subtitle A Gothic Story. The revelation prompted a backlash from readers, who considered it inappropriate for a modern author to write a supernatural story in a rational age.[31] By initiating a literary genre, Walpole's Gothic tale inspired many
contemporary imitators, including Clara Reeve's The Old English Baron (1778). Reeve writes in the preface: "This Story is the literary offspring of The Castle of Otranto".[30] Like Reeve, other writers attempted his combination of supernatural plots with emotionally realistic characters in the 1780s. Examples include Sophia Lee's The Recess (17835)
and William Beckford's Vathek (1786).[32]Ann Radcliffe's The Mysteries of Udolpho (1794), a bestselling novel that was critical in setting off the Gothic craze of the 1790sAt the height of the Gothic novel's popularity in the 1790s, the genre was almost synonymous with Ann Radcliffe, whose works highly anticipated and widely imitated works helped
shape the period. The Romance of the Forest (1791) and The Mysteries of Udolpho (1794) were particularly popular.[32] In an essay on Radcliffe, Walter Scott wrote about the popularity of Udolpho at the time stating, "The very name was fascinating, and the public, who rushed upon it with all the eagerness of curiosity, rose from it with unsated
appetite. When a family was numerous, the volumes flew, and were sometimes torn from hand to hand."[33] Her novels were often seen as the feminine and rational opposite of a more violently horrifying male Gothic associated with Matthew Lewis. Radcliffe's final novel, The Italian (1797) was written in response to Lewis's The Monk (1796).[3]
Radcliffe and Lewis have been called "the two most significant Gothic novelists of the 1790s."[34]Minerva Press notice in London from October 1795 listing new publications, including many Gothic titles.The popularity and influence of The Mysteries of Udolpho and The Monk led to the rise in shorter, cheaper versions of Gothic literature. These
included Gothic bluebooks and chapbooks, many of which were plagiarized or abridged versions of well-known Gothic novels.[35] The Monk, in particular, with its immoral and sensational content, saw many plagiarized copies, and was notably drawn from in the cheaper pamphlets.[36]Other notable Gothic novels of the 1790s include William
Godwin's Caleb Williams (1794), Regina Maria Roche's Clermont (1798), and Charles Brockden Brown's Wieland (1798), as well as large numbers of anonymous works published by the Minerva Press established by William Lane at Leadenhall Street, London in 1790.[32] In continental Europe, Romantic literary movements led to related Gothic genres
such as the German Schauerroman and the French Roman noir.[37][38] Eighteenth-century Gothic novels were typically set in a distant past and (for English novels) a distant European country, but without specific dates or historical figures that characterized the later development of historical fiction.[39]Catherine Morland, the naive protagonist of
Northanger Abbey (1818), Jane Austen's Gothic parodyThe saturation of Gothic-inspired literature in the 1790s led to criticism, as noted by Samuel Taylor Coleridge in a letter dated 16 March 1797. Reflecting on his review work, he wrote, "indeed I am almost weary of the Terrible, having been a hireling in the Critical Review for the last six or eight
months I have been reviewing the Monk, the Italian, Hubert de Sevrac &c &c &c in all of which dungeons, and old castles, & solitary Houses by the Sea Side & Caverns & Woods & extraordinary characters & all the tribe of Horror & Mystery, have crowded on me even to surfeiting."[40]The excesses, stereotypes, and frequent absurdities of the Gothic
genre made it rich territory for satire.[41] Historian Rictor Norton notes that satire of Gothic literature was common from 1796 until the 1820s, including early satirical works such as The New Monk (1798), More Ghosts! (1798) and Rosella, or Modern Occurrences (1799). Gothic novels themselves, according to Norton, also possess elements of self-
satire, "By having profane comic characters as well as sacred serious characters, the Gothic novelist could puncture the balloon of the supernatural while at the same time affirming the power of the imagination."[42] After 1800 there was a period in which Gothic parodies outnumbered forthcoming Gothic novels.[43] In The Heroine by Eaton Stannard
Barrett (1813), Gothic tropes are exaggerated for comic effect.[44] In Jane Austen's novel Northanger Abbey (1818), the naive protagonist, a female named Catherine, conceives herself as a heroine of a Radcliffean romance and imagines murder and villainy on every side. However, the truth turns out to be much more prosaic. This novel is also noted
for including a list of early Gothic works known as the Northanger Horrid Novels.[45]The poetry, romantic adventures, and character of Lord Byroncharacterized by his spurned lover Lady Caroline Lamb as "mad, bad and dangerous to know"were another inspiration for the Gothic novel, providing the archetype of the Byronic hero. For example,
Byron is the title character in Lady Caroline's Gothic novel Glenarvon (1816)."The Vampyre" by John William Polidori published in The New Monthly Magazine, 1 April 1819.Byron was also the host of the celebrated ghost-story competition involving himself, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Mary Shelley, and John William Polidori at the Villa Diodati on the banks
of Lake Geneva in the summer of 1816. This occasion was productive of both Mary Shelley's Frankenstein, or, The Modern Prometheus (1818), and Polidori's short story "The Vampyre" (1819), featuring the Byronic Lord Ruthven. "The Vampyre" has been accounted by cultural critic Christopher Frayling as one of the most influential works of fiction
ever written and spawned a craze for vampire fiction and theatre (and, latterly, film) that has not ceased to this day.[46] Although clearly influenced by the Gothic tradition, Mary Shelley's novel is often considered the first science fiction novel, despite the novel's lack of any scientific explanation for the animation of Frankenstein's monster and the
focus instead on the moral dilemmas and consequences of such a creation.John Keats' La Belle Dame sans Merci (1819) and Isabella, or the Pot of Basil (1820) feature mysteriously fey ladies.[47] In the latter poem, the names of the characters, the dream visions, and the macabre physical details are influenced by the novels of premiere Gothicist Ann
Radcliffe.[47]Although ushering in the historical novel, and turning popularity away from Gothic fiction, Walter Scott frequently employed Gothic elements in his novels and poetry.[48] Scott drew upon oral folklore, fireside tales, and ancient superstitions, often juxtaposing rationality and the supernatural. Novels such as The Bride of Lammermoor
(1819), in which the characters' fates are decided by superstition and prophecy, or the poem Marmion (1808), in which a nun is walled alive inside a convent, illustrate Scott's influence and use of Gothic themes.[49][50]A late example of a traditional Gothic novel is Melmoth the Wanderer (1820) by Charles Maturin, which combines themes of anti-
Catholicism with an outcast Byronic hero.[51] Jane C. Loudon's The Mummy! (1827) features standard Gothic motifs, characters, and plot, but with one significant twist; it is set in the twenty-second century and speculates on fantastic scientific developments that might have occurred three hundred years in the future, making it and Frankenstein
among the earliest examples of the science fiction genre developing from Gothic traditions.[52]During two decades, the most famous author of Gothic literature in Germany was the polymath E. T. A. Hoffmann. Lewis's The Monk influenced and even mentioned it in his novel The Devil's Elixirs (1815). The novel explores the motive of Doppelgnger, a
term coined by another German author and supporter of Hoffmann, Jean-Paul, in his humorous novel Siebenks (17961797). He also wrote an opera based on Friedrich de la Motte Fouqu's Gothic story Undine (1816), for which de la Motte Fouqu wrote the libretto.[53] Aside from Hoffmann and de la Motte Fouqu, three other important authors from
the era were Joseph Freiherr von Eichendorff (The Marble Statue, 1818), Ludwig Achim von Arnim (Die Majoratsherren, 1819), and Adelbert von Chamisso (Peter Schlemihls wundersame Geschichte, 1814).[54] After them, Wilhelm Meinhold wrote The Amber Witch (1838) and Sidonia von Bork (1847).In Spain, the priest Pascual Prez Rodrguez was
the most diligent novelist in the Gothic way, closely aligned to the supernatural explained by Ann Radcliffe.[55] At the same time, the poet Jos de Espronceda published The Student of Salamanca (18371840), a narrative poem that presents a horrid variation on the Don Juan legend.Viy, lord of the underworld, from the story of the same name by
Gogolln Russia, authors of the Romantic era include Antony Pogorelsky (penname of Alexey Alexeyevich Perovsky), Orest Somov, Oleksa Storozhenko,[56] Alexandr Pushkin, Nikolai Alekseevich Polevoy, Mikhail Lermontov (for his work Stuss), and Alexander Bestuzhev-Marlinsky.[57] Pushkin is particularly important, as his 1833 short story The
Queen of Spades was so popular that it was adapted into operas and later films by Russian and foreign artists. Some parts of Mikhail Yuryevich Lermontov's A Hero of Our Time (1840) are also considered to belong to the Gothic genre, but they lack the supernatural elements of other Russian Gothic stories.The following poems are also now considered
to belong to the Gothic genre: Meshchevskiy's "Lila", Katenin's "Olga", Pushkin's "The Bridegroom", Pletnev's "The Gravedigger" and Lermontov's Demon (18291839).[58]The key author of the transition from Romanticism to Realism, Nikolai Vasilievich Gogol, who was also one of the most important authors of Romanticism, produced a number of
works that qualify as Gothic fiction. Each of his three short story collections features a number of stories that fall within the Gothic genre or contain Gothic elements. They include "Saint John's Eve" and "A Terrible Vengeance" from Evenings on a Farm Near Dikanka (18311832), "The Portrait" from Arabesques (1835), and "Viy" from Mirgorod (1835).
While all are well known, the latter is probably the most famous, having inspired at least eight film adaptations (two now considered lost), one animated film, two documentaries, and a video game. Gogol's work differs from Western European Gothic fiction, as his cultural influences drew on Ukrainian folklore, the Cossack lifestyle, and, as a religious
man, Orthodox Christianity.[59][60]Other relevant authors of this era include Vladimir Fyodorovich Odoevsky (The Living Corpse, written 1838, published 1844, The Ghost, The Sylphide, as well as short stories), Count Aleksey Konstantinovich Tolstoy (The Family of the Vourdalak, 1839, and The Vampire, 1841), Mikhail Zagoskin (Unexpected Guests),
Jzef Skowski/Osip Senkovsky (Antar), and Yevgeny Baratynsky (The Ring).[57]See also: Penny dreadful and American Gothic fictionCover of a Varney the Vampire publication, 1845By the Victorian era, Gothic had ceased to be the dominant genre for novels in England, partly replaced by more sedate historical fiction. However, Gothic short stories
continued to be popular, published in magazines or as small chapbooks called penny dreadfuls.[2] The most influential Gothic writer from this period was the American Edgar Allan Poe, who wrote numerous short stories and poems reinterpreting Gothic tropes. His story "The Fall of the House of Usher" (1839) revisits classic Gothic tropes of
aristocratic decay, death, and insanity.[61] Poe is now considered the master of the American Gothic.[2]In England, one of the most influential penny dreadfuls is the anonymously authored Varney the Vampire (1847), which introduced the trope of vampires having sharpened teeth.[62] Another notable English author of penny dreadfuls is George W.
M. Reynolds, known for The Mysteries of London (1844), Faust (1846), Wagner the Wehr-wolf (1847), and The Necromancer (1857).[63] Elizabeth Gaskell's tales "The Doom of the Griffiths" (1858), "Lois the Witch", and "The Grey Woman" all employ one of the most common themes of Gothic fiction: the power of ancestral sins to curse future
generations, or the fear that they will. M. R. James, an English medievalist whose stories are still popular today, is known as the originator of the "antiquarian ghost story." In Spain, Gustavo Adolfo Bcquer stood out with his romantic poems and short tales, some depicting supernatural events. Today some consider him the most-read Spanish writer
after Miguel de Cervantes.[64]]Jane Eyre's trial through the moors in Charlotte Bront's Jane Eyre (1847)In addition to these short Gothic fictions, some novels drew on the Gothic. Emily Bront's Wuthering Heights (1847) transports the Gothic to the forbidding Yorkshire Moors and features ghostly apparitions and a Byronic hero in the person of the
demonic Heathcliff. The Bronts' fictions were cited by feminist critic Ellen Moers as prime examples of Female Gothic, exploring woman's entrapment within domestic space and subjection to patriarchal authority and the transgressive and dangerous attempts to subvert and escape such restriction.[65] Emily Bront's Cathy and Charlotte Bront's Jane
Eyre are examples of female protagonists in such roles.[66] Louisa May Alcott's Gothic potboiler, A Long Fatal Love Chase (written in 1866 but published in 1995), is also an interesting specimen of this subgenre. Charlotte Bront's Villette also shows the Gothic influence, with its supernatural subplot featuring a ghostly nun, and its view of Roman
Catholicism as exotic and heathenistic.[67][68] Nathaniel Hawthorne's novel The House of the Seven Gables, about a family's ancestral home, is colored with suggestions of the supernatural and witchcraft; and in true Gothic fashion, it features the house itself as one of the main characters."The Night" scene in Charles Dickens' Bleak House, depicting
a murky Westminster Bridge in LondonThe genre also heavily influenced writers such as Charles Dickens, who read Gothic novels as a teenager and incorporated their gloomy atmosphere and melodrama into his works, shifting them to a more modern period and an urban setting; for example, in Oliver Twist (18371838), Bleak House (18521853) and
Great Expectations (18601861). These works juxtapose wealthy, ordered, and affluent civilization with the disorder and barbarity of the poor in the same metropolis. Bleak House, in particular, is credited with introducing urban fog to the novel, which would become a frequent characteristic of urban Gothic literature and film.[69] Miss Havisham from
Great Expectations is one of Dickens' most Gothic characters. The bitter recluse shuts herself away in her gloomy mansion ever since being jilted at the altar on her wedding day.[70] His most explicitly Gothic work is his last novel, The Mystery of Edwin Drood, which he did not live to complete and was published unfinished upon his death in 1870.
[71] The mood and themes of the Gothic novel held a particular fascination for the Victorians, with their obsession with mourning rituals, mementos, and mortality in general.Irish Catholics also wrote Gothic fiction in the 19th century. Although some Anglo-Irish dominated and defined the subgenre decades later, they did not own it. Irish Catholic
Gothic writers included Gerald Griffin, James Clarence Mangan, and John and Michael Banim. William Carleton was a notable Gothic writer, and converted from Catholicism to Anglicanism.[72]In Switzerland, Jeremias Gotthelf wrote The Black Spider (1842), an allegorical work that uses Gothic themes. The last work from the German writer Theodor
Storm, The Rider on the White Horse (1888), also uses Gothic motives and themes.[73]After Gogol, Russian literature saw the rise of Realism, but many authors continued to write stories within Gothic fiction territory. Ivan Sergeyevich Turgenev, one of the most celebrated Realists, wrote Faust (1856), Phantoms (1864), Song of the Triumphant Love
(1881), and Clara Milich (1883). Another classic Russian Realist, Fyodor Mikhailovich Dostoyevsky, incorporated Gothic elements into many of his works, although none can be seen as purely Gothic.[74] Grigory Petrovich Danilevsky, who wrote historical and early science fiction novels and stories, wrote Mertvec-ubiytsa (Dead Murderer) in 1879.
Also, Grigori Alexandrovich Machtet wrote "Zaklyatiy kazak", which may now also be considered Gothic.[75]Robert Louis Stevenson's Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1886) was a classic Gothic work of the 1880s, seeing many stage adaptations.The 1880s saw the revival of the Gothic as a powerful literary form allied to fin de siecle, which
fictionalized contemporary fears like ethical degeneration and questioned the social structures of the time. Classic works of this Urban Gothic include Robert Louis Stevenson's Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1886), Oscar Wilde's The Picture of Dorian Gray (1891), George du Maurier's Trilby (1894), Richard Marsh's The Beetle (1897), Henry
James' The Turn of the Screw (1898), and the stories of Arthur Machen.In Ireland, Gothic fiction tended to be purveyed by the Anglo-Irish Protestant Ascendancy. According to literary critic Terry Eagleton, Charles Maturin, Sheridan Le Fanu, and Bram Stoker form the core of the Irish Gothic subgenre with stories featuring castles set in a barren
landscape and a cast of remote aristocrats dominating an atavistic peasantry, which represent an allegorical form the political plight of Catholic Ireland subjected to the Protestant Ascendancy.[76] Le Fanu's use of the gloomy villain, forbidding mansion, and persecuted heroine in Uncle Silas (1864) shows direct influence from Walpole's Otranto and
Radcliffe's Udolpho. Le Fanu's short story collection In a Glass Darkly (1872) includes the superlative vampire tale Carmilla, which provided fresh blood for that particular strand of the Gothic and influenced Bram Stoker's vampire novel Dracula (1897). Stoker's book created the most famous Gothic villain ever, Count Dracula, and established
Transylvania and Eastern Europe as the locus classicus of the Gothic.[77] Published in the same year as Dracula, Florence Marryat's The Blood of the Vampire is another piece of vampire fiction. The Blood of the Vampire, which, like Carmilla, features a female vampire, is notable for its treatment of vampirism as both racial and medicalized. The
vampire, Harriet Brandt, is also a psychic vampire, killing unintentionally.[78]In the United States, notable late 19th-century writers in the Gothic tradition were Ambrose Bierce, Robert W. Chambers, and Edith Wharton. Bierce's short stories were in the horrific and pessimistic tradition of Poe. Chambers indulged in the decadent style of Wilde and
Machen, even including a character named Wilde in his The King in Yellow (1895).[79] Wharton published some notable Gothic ghost stories. Some works of the Canadian writer Gilbert Parker also fall into the genre, including the stories in The Lane that had No Turning (1900).[80]Le Horla (1887) by Guy de Maupassant The serialized novel The
Phantom of the Opera (19091910) by the French writer Gaston Leroux is another well-known example of Gothic fiction from the early 20th century, when many German authors were writing works influenced by Schauerroman, including Hanns Heinz Ewers.[81]Until the 1990s, Russian Gothic critics did not view Russian Gothic as a genre or label. If
used, the word "gothic" was used to describe (mostly early) works of Fyodor Dostoyevsky from the 1880s. Most critics used tags such as "Romanticism" and "fantastique", such as in the 1984 story collection translated into English as Russian 19th-Century Gothic Tales but originally titled , literally, "The Fantastic World of Russian Romanticism Short
Story/Novella."[82] However, since the mid-1980s, Russian gothic fiction as a genre began to be discussed in books such as The Gothic-Fantastic in Nineteenth-Century Russian Literature, European Gothic: A Spirited Exchange 17601960, The Russian Gothic Novel and its British Antecedents and Goticheskiy roman v Rossii (The Gothic Novel in
Russia).The first Russian author whose work has been described as gothic fiction is considered to be Nikolay Mikhailovich Karamzin. While many of his works feature gothic elements, the first to belong purely under the gothic fiction label is Ostrov Borngolm (Island of Bornholm) from 1793.[83] Nearly ten years later, Nikolay Ivanovich Gnedich
followed suit with his 1803 novel Don Corrado de Gerrera, set in Spain during the reign of Philip I1.[84] The term "Gothic" is sometimes also used to describe the ballads of Russian authors such as Vasily Andreyevich Zhukovsky, particularly "Ludmila" (1808) and "Svetlana" (1813), both translations based on Gottfreid August Burger's Gothic German
ballad, "Lenore".[85]During the last years of Imperial Russia in the early 20th century, many authors continued to write in the Gothic fiction genre. They include the historian and historical fiction writer Alexander Valentinovich Amfiteatrov and Leonid Nikolaievich Andreyev, who developed psychological characterization; the symbolist Valery
Yakovlevich Bryusov, Alexander Grin, Anton Pavlovich Chekhov;[86] and Aleksandr Ivanovich Kuprin.[75] Nobel Prize winner Ivan Alekseyevich Bunin wrote Dry Valley (1912), which is seen as influenced by Gothic literature.[87] In a monograph on the subject, Muireann Maguire writes, "The centrality of the Gothic-fantastic to Russian fiction is
almost impossible to exaggerate, and certainly exceptional in the context of world literature."[88]See also: Pulp magazineMrs. Danvers in the 1940 film adaptation of Daphne du Maurier's Rebecca. The success of Rebecca inspired a revival of interest in Gothic romance in the 20th century.[89]Gothic fiction and Modernism influenced each other. This
is often evident in detective fiction, horror fiction, and science fiction, but the influence of the Gothic can also be seen in the high literary Modernism of the 20th century. Oscar Wilde's The Picture of Dorian Gray (1890) initiated a re-working of older literary forms and myths that became common in the work of W. B. Yeats, T. S. Eliot, James Joyce,
Virginia Woolf, Shirley Jackson, and Angela Carter, among others.[90] In Joyce's Ulysses (1922), the living are transformed into ghosts, which points to an Ireland in stasis at the time and a history of cyclical trauma from the Great Famine in the 1840s through to the current moment in the text.[91] The way Ulysses uses Gothic tropes such as ghosts
and hauntings while removing the supernatural elements of 19th-century Gothic fiction indicates a general form of modernist Gothic writing in the first half of the 20th century.Pulp magazines such as Weird Tales reprinted and popularized Gothic horror from the previous century.In America, pulp magazines such as Weird Tales reprinted classic
Gothic horror tales from the previous century by authors like Poe, Arthur Conan Doyle, and Edward Bulwer-Lytton, and printed new stories by modern authors featuring both traditional and new horrors.[92] The most significant of these was H. P. Lovecraft, who also wrote a conspectus of the Gothic and supernatural horror tradition in his
Supernatural Horror in Literature (1936), and developed a Mythos that would influence Gothic and contemporary horror well into the 21st century. Lovecraft's protg, Robert Bloch, contributed to Weird Tales and penned Psycho (1959), which drew on the classic interests of the genre. From these, the Gothic genre per se gave way to modern horror
fiction, regarded by some literary critics as a branch of the Gothic,[93] although others use the term to cover the entire genre.The Romantic strand of Gothic was taken up in Daphne du Maurier's Rebecca (1938), which is seen by some to have been influenced by Charlotte Bront's Jane Eyre.[94] Other books by du Maurier, such as Jamaica Inn (1936),
also display Gothic tendencies. Du Maurier's work inspired a substantial body of "female Gothics," concerning heroines alternately swooning over or terrified by scowling Byronic men in possession of acres of prime real estate and the appertaining droit du seigneur.Main article: Southern GothicThe genre also influenced American writing, creating a
Southern Gothic genre that combines some Gothic sensibilities, such as the grotesque, with the setting and style of the Southern United States. Examples include Erskine Caldwell, William Faulkner, Carson McCullers, John Kennedy Toole, Manly Wade Wellman, Eudora Welty, V. C. Andrews, Tennessee Williams, Truman Capote, Flannery O'Connor,
Davis Grubb, Anne Rice, Harper Lee, and Cormac McCarthy.[95]Mass-produced Gothic romances became popular in the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s with authors such as Phyllis A. Whitney, Joan Aiken, Dorothy Eden, Victoria Holt, Barbara Michaels, Mary Stewart, Alicen White, and Jill Tattersall. Many featured covers show a terror-stricken woman in
diaphanous attire in front of a gloomy castle, often with a single-lit window. Many were published under the Paperback Library Gothic imprint and marketed to female readers. While the authors were mostly women, some men wrote Gothic romances under female pseudonyms: the prolific Clarissa Ross and Marilyn Ross were pseudonyms of the male
Dan Ross; Frank Belknap Long published Gothics under his wife's name, Lyda Belknap Long; the British writer Peter O'Donnell wrote under the pseudonym Madeleine Brent. After the gothic romance boom faded away in the early 1990s, very few publishers embraced the term for mass market romance paperbacks apart from imprints like Love Spell,
which was discontinued in 2010.[96] However, in recent years the term "Gothic Romance" is being used to describe both old and new works of Gothic fiction.[97]For modern horror associated with the goth scene, see Goth subculture Books and magazines.Gothic fiction continues to be extensively practised by contemporary authors. Many modern
writers of horror or other types of fiction exhibit considerable Gothic sensibilities examples include Anne Rice, Susan Hill, Ray Russell, Billy Martin, Silvia Moreno-Garcia, Carmen Maria Machado, Neil Gaiman, and Stephen King.[98][99] Thomas M. Disch's novel The Priest (1994) was subtitled A Gothic Romance and partly modeled on Matthew Lewis'
The Monk.[100][101][102] Many writers such as Billy Martin, Stephen King, Brett Easton Ellis, and Clive Barker have focused on the body's surface and blood's visuality.[103] England's Rhiannon Ward is among the recent writers of Gothic fiction. Catriona Ward won a British Fantasy Award for Best Horror Novel for her gothic novel Rawblood in
2016.Contemporary American writers in the tradition include Joyce Carol Oates with such novels as Bellefleur and A Bloodsmoor Romance, Toni Morrison with her radical novel Beloved, about a slave-woman whose murdered baby haunts her, Raymond Kennedy with his novel Lulu Incognito,[104] Donna Tartt with her postmodern gothic horror novel
The Secret History,[105] Ursula Vernon with her Edgar Allan Poe-inspired novel What Moves the Dead, Danielle Trussoni with her "gothic extravaganza" The Ancestor,[106] and filmmaker Anna Biller with Bluebeard's Castle, a throwback to 18th-century Gothic novels and 1960s dime-store romances.[107] British writers who have continued in the
Gothic tradition include Sarah Waters with her haunted house novel The Little Stranger,[108] Diane Setterfield with her quintessentially Gothic novels The Thirteenth Tale[109] and Once Upon a River, Helen Oyeyemi with her experimental novel White is for Witching,[110] Sarah Perry with her novels Melmoth and The Essex Serpent,[111] and Laura
Purcell with her historical novels The Silent Companions and The Shape of Darkness.[112]Several Gothic traditions have also developed in New Zealand (with the subgenre referred to as New Zealand Gothic or Maori Gothic)[113] and Australia (known as Australian Gothic). These explore everything from the multicultural natures of the two
countries[114] to their natural geography.[115] Novels in the Australian Gothic tradition include Kate Grenville's The Secret River and the works of Kim Scott.[116] An even smaller genre is Tasmanian Gothic, set exclusively on the island, with prominent examples including Gould's Book of Fish by Richard Flanagan and The Roving Party by Rohan
Wilson.[117][118][119][120] Another Australian author, Kate Morton, has penned several homages to classic gothic fiction, among them The Distant Hours and The House at Riverton.[121]Southern Ontario Gothic applies a similar sensibility to a Canadian cultural context. Robertson Davies, Alice Munro, Barbara Gowdy, Timothy Findley, and



Margaret Atwood have all produced notable exemplars of this form. Another writer in the tradition was Henry Farrell, best known for his 1960 Hollywood horror novel What Ever Happened To Baby Jane? Farrell's novels spawned a subgenre of "Grande Dame Guignol" in the cinema, represented by such films as the 1962 film based on Farrell's novel,
which starred Bette Davis versus Joan Crawford; this subgenre of films was dubbed the "psycho-biddy" genre.Outside the English-speaking world, Latin American Gothic literature has been gaining momentum since the first decades of the 21st century. Some of the main authors whose style has been described as Gothic are Mara Fernanda Ampuero,
Mariana Enrquez, Fernanda Melchor, Mnica Ojeda, Giovanna Rivero, and Samanta Schweblin.The many Gothic subgenres include a new "environmental Gothic" or "ecoGothic".[122][123][124]1t is an ecologically aware Gothic engaged in "dark nature" and "ecophobia."[125]Writers and critics of the ecoGothic suggest that the Gothic genre is uniquely
positioned to speak to anxieties about climate change and the planet's ecological future.[126]Among the bestselling books of the 21st century, the YA novel Twilight by Stephenie Meyer is now increasingly identified as a Gothic novel, as is Carlos Ruiz Zafn's 2001 novel The Shadow of the Wind.[127]Literary Gothic themes have been translated into
other media. There was a notable revival in 20th-century Gothic horror cinema, such as the classic Universal Monsters films of the 1930s, Hammer Horror films, and Roger Corman's Poe cycle.[128] In Hindi cinema, the Gothic tradition was combined with aspects of Indian culture, particularly reincarnation, for an "Indian Gothic" genre, beginning
with Mahal (1949) and Madhumati (1958).[129] The 1960s Gothic television series Dark Shadows borrowed liberally from Gothic traditions, with elements like haunted mansions, vampires, witches, doomed romances, werewolves, obsession, and madness. The early 1970s saw a Gothic Romance comic book mini-trend with such titles as DC Comics'
The Dark Mansion of Forbidden Love and The Sinister House of Secret Love, Charlton Comics' Haunted Love, Curtis Magazines' Gothic Tales of Love, and Atlas/Seaboard Comics' one-shot magazine Gothic Romances.Robert Smith of The Cure (pictured in 1989) was an influential figure in the Goth subculture that emerged in the 1980sTwentieth-
century rock music also had its Gothic side. Black Sabbath's 1970 debut album created a dark sound different from other bands at the time and has been called the first-ever "goth-rock" record.[130] However, the first recorded use of "gothic" to describe a style of music was for The Doors. Critic John Stickney used the term "gothic rock" to describe
the music of The Doors in October 1967 in a review published in The Williams Record.[131] Other forerunners who initially shaped the aesthetics and musical conventions of gothic rock include Marc Bolan,[132] the Velvet Underground, David Bowie, Brian Eno, and Iggy Pop.[133] Critic Simon Reynolds retrospectively described Kate Bush's 1978
song "Wuthering Heights"with its lyrics inspired by Emily Bront's 1847 novel Wuthering Heights featuring Cathy as a ghost and the tortured anti-hero Heathcliffas "Gothic romance distilled into four-and-a-half minutes of gaseous rhapsody".[134] Gothic rock as a music genre emerged in late 1970s England, with Bauhaus's debut single, "Bela Lugosi's
Dead", released in late 1979, retrospectively considered to be the beginning of the genre.[135] This was followed by the album Unknown Pleasures by Joy Division a year later, and in the early 1980s, post-punk bands such as the Cure and Siouxsie and the Banshees included more gothic characteristics in their music.[136] Tracing the genre from its
18th-century literary roots through its flourishing as a music subculture from the late 1970s onward, the Cure's Lol Tolhurst wrote, "Goth is about being in love with the melancholy beauty of existence".[137][138] Themes from Gothic writers such as H. P. Lovecraft were used among Gothic rock and heavy metal bands, especially in black metal, thrash
metal (Metallica's The Call of Ktulu), death metal, and gothic metal. For example, in his compositions, heavy metal musician King Diamond delights in telling stories full of horror, theatricality, Satanism, and anti-Catholicism.[139]In role-playing games (RPG), the pioneering 1983 Dungeons & Dragons adventure Ravenloft instructs the players to defeat
the vampire Strahd von Zarovich, who pines for his dead lover. It has been acclaimed as one of the best role-playing adventures ever and even inspired an entire fictional world of the same name. The World of Darkness is a gothic-punk RPG line set in the real world, with the added element of supernatural creatures such as werewolves and vampires.
In addition to its flagship title Vampire: The Masquerade, the game line features a number of spin-off RPGs such as Werewolf: The Apocalypse, Mage: The Ascension, Wraith: The Oblivion, Hunter: The Reckoning, and Changeling: The Dreaming, allowing for a wide range of characters in the gothic-punk setting. My Life with Master uses Gothic horror
conventions as a metaphor for abusive relationships, placing the players in the shoes of minions of a tyrannical, larger-than-life Master.[140]Various video games feature Gothic horror themes and plots. The Castlevania series typically involves a hero of the Belmont lineage exploring a dark, old castle, fighting vampires, werewolves, Frankenstein's
Creature, and other Gothic monster staples, culminating in a battle against Dracula himself. Others, such as Ghosts 'n Goblins, feature a camper parody of Gothic fiction. 2017's Resident Evil 7: Biohazard, a Southern Gothic reboot to the survival horror video game involves an everyman and his wife trapped in a derelict plantation and mansion owned
by a family with sinister and hideous secrets and must face terrifying visions of a ghostly mutant in the shape of a little girl. This was followed by 2021's Resident Evil Village, a Gothic horror sequel focusing on an action hero searching for his kidnapped daughter in a mysterious Eastern European village under the control of a bizarre religious cult
inhabited by werewolves, vampires, ghosts, shapeshifters, and other monsters. The Devil May Cry series stands as an equally parodic and self-serious franchise, following the escapades, stunts and mishaps of series protagonist Dante as he explores dingy demonic castles, ancient occult monuments and ruined urban landscapes on his quest to avenge
his mother and brother. Gothic literary themes appear all throughout the story, such as how the past physically creeps into the ambiguously modern setting, recurrent imagery of doubles (notably regarding Dante and his twin brother), and the persisting melodramas associated with Dante's father's fame, absence, and demonic heritage. Beginning
with Devil May Cry 3: Dante's Awakening, Female Gothic elements enter the series as deuteragonist Lady works through her own revenge plot against her murderous father, with the oppressive and consistent emotional and physical abuse instigated by a patriarchal figure serving as a heavy, understated counterweight to the extravagance of the rest
of the story. Finally, Bloodborne takes place in the decaying Gothic city of Yharnam, where the player must face werewolves, shambling mutants, vampires, witches, and numerous other Gothic staple creatures. However, the game takes a marked turn midway shifting from gothic to Lovecraftian horror. The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt expansion pack
Hearts of Stone features several gothic elements such as a death, ghosts, ghostly possession, an evil curse, an abandoned haunted mansion, a graveyard, beasts, and demonic entities.[141]Popular tabletop card game Magic: The Gathering, known for its parallel universe consisting of "planes," features the plane known as Innistrad. Its general
aesthetic is based on northeast European Gothic horror. Innistard's common residents include cultists, ghosts, vampires, werewolves, and zombies.Film director Tim Burton, whose influences include Universal Monsters movies such as Frankenstein, Hammer Horror films starring Christopher Lee and the horror films of Vincent Price, is known for
creating a gothic aesthetic in his films.[142] Modern Gothic horror films include Sleepy Hollow,[143] Interview with the Vampire,[144] Underworld,[145] The Wolfman,[146] From Hell,[147] Dorian Gray,[148] Let the Right One In,[149] The Woman in Black,[150] Crimson Peak,[151] The Little Stranger,[152] and The Love Witch.[153]The TV series
Penny Dreadful (20142016) brings many classic Gothic characters together in a psychological thriller set in the dark corners of Victorian London.[154] The Oscar-winning Korean film Parasite has also been called Gothic specifically, Revolutionary Gothic.[155] Recently, the Netflix original The Haunting of Hill House and its successor The Haunting of
Bly Manor have integrated classic Gothic conventions into modern psychological horror.[156]Educators in literary, cultural, and architectural studies appreciate the Gothic as an area that facilitates investigation of the beginnings of scientific certainty. As Carol Senf has stated, "the Gothic was... a counterbalance produced by writers and thinkers who
felt limited by such a confident worldview and recognized that the power of the past, the irrational, and the violent continue to sway in the world."[157] As such, the Gothic helps students better understand their doubts about the self-assurance of today's scientists. Scotland is the location of what was probably the world's first postgraduate program to
consider the genre exclusively: the MLitt in the Gothic Imagination at the University of Stirling, first recruited in 1996.[158]AestheticismAmerican Gothic fictionDecadent MovementDark fantasyEighteenth-century Gothic novelFrench Revolution and the English Gothic NovelGaslamp fantasyGothic filmGothic romance filmGothic WesternIrish Gothic
literatureLatin American GothicList of gothic fiction worksList of Minerva Press authorsMinerva PressSouthern GothicSouthern Ontario GothicSuburban GothicSymbolism (arts)Tasmanian GothicUrban GothicWeird fictionGoth musicGoth subculture”™ Carlick, Stephen. "A guide to Gothic literature". Penguin Books. Retrieved 13 May 2025.~ abcde
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Hemisphere at the beginning of the 12th centuryThe 12th century is the period from 1101 to 1200 in accordance with the Julian calendar. In the history of European culture, this period is considered part of the High Middle Ages and overlaps with what is often called the "'Golden Age' of the Cistercians". The Golden Age of Islam experienced
significant development, particularly in Islamic Spain.In Song dynasty China, an invasion by Jurchens caused a political schism of north and south. The Khmer Empire of Cambodia flourished during this century, while the Fatimids of Egypt were overtaken by the Ayyubid dynasty. Following the expansions of the Ghaznavids and Ghurid Empire, the
Muslim conquests in the Indian subcontinent took place at the end of the century.The Ghurid Empire converted to Islam from Buddhism.1101: In July, the Treaty of Alton is signed between Henry I of England and his older brother Robert, Duke of Normandy in which Robert agrees to recognize Henry as king of England in exchange for a yearly stipend
and other concessions. The agreement temporarily ends a crisis in the succession of the Anglo-Norman kings.11011103: David the Builder takes over Kakheti and Hereti (now parts of Georgia).1102: King Coloman unites Hungary and Croatia under the Hungarian Crown.1102: Muslims conquer Seoro de Valencia.11031104: A church council is
convened by King David the Builder in Urbnisi to reorganize the Georgian Orthodox Church.1104: In the Battle of Ertsukhi, King David the Builder defeats an army of Seljuks.1104: King Jayawarsa of Kadiri (on Java) ascends to the throne.[citation needed]1106: Battle of Tinchebray.11071111: Sigurd I of Norway becomes the first Norwegian king to
embark on a crusade to the Holy Land. He fights in Lisbon and on various Mediterranean isles and helps the King of Jerusalem to take Sidon from the Muslims.1108: By the Treaty of Devol, signed in September, Bohemond I of Antioch has to submit to the Byzantine Empire, becoming the vassal of Alexius .1109: On June 10, Bertrand of Toulouse
captures the County of Tripoli (northern Lebanon/western Syria).1109: In the Battle of Nako, Boleslaus III Wrymouth defeats the Pomeranians and re-establishes Polish access to the sea.1109: On August 24, in the Battle of Hundsfeld, Boleslaus III Wrymouth defeats Emperor Henry V of Germany and stops German expansion eastward.1111: On April
14, during Henry V's first expedition to Rome, he is crowned Holy Roman Emperor.1113: Paramavishnulok is crowned as King Suryavarman II in Cambodia. He expands the Khmer Empire and builds Angkor Wat during the first half of the century. He establishes diplomatic relations with China.1115: The Georgian army occupies Rustavi in the war
with the Muslims.1115: In Java, King Kamesvara of Kadiri ascends to the throne. Janggala ceases to exist and comes under Kadiri domination, highly possible under royal marriage. During his reign, Mpu Dharmaja writes Kakawin Smaradahana, a eulogy for the king which become the inspiration for the Panji cycle tales, which spread across Southeast
Asia.[1]1116: The Byzantine army defeats the Turks at Philomelion.1116: Death of doa Jimena Daz, governor of Valencia from 1099 to 1102.c. 1119: The Knights Templar are founded to protect Christian pilgrims in Jerusalem.A Black and White Photo of the 12th century Cuenca Cathedral (built from 1182 to 1270) in Cuenca, Spain1120: On January
16, the Council of Nablus, a council of ecclesiastic and secular lords in the crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem, establishes the first written laws for the kingdom.1120: On November 25, William Adelin, the only legitimate son of King Henry I of England, drowns in the White Ship Disaster, leading to a succession crisis which will bring down the Norman
monarchy of England.1121: On August 12, in the Battle of Didgori, the greatest military victory in Georgian history, King David the Builder with 45,000 Georgians, 15,000 Kipchak auxiliaries, 500 Alan mercenaries and 100 French Crusaders defeats a much larger Seljuk-led Muslim coalition army.1121: On December 25, St. Norbert and 29
companions make their solemn vows in Premontre, France, establishing the Premonstratensian Order.1122: The Battle of Beroia (Modern-day Stara Zagora, Bulgaria) results in the disappearance of the Pechenegs Turkish tribe as an independent force.1122: On September 23, the Concordat of Worms (Pactum Calixtinum) is drawn up between
Emperor Henry V and Pope Calixtus II bringing an end to the first phase of the power struggle between the papacy and the Holy Roman Empire.1122: King David the Builder captures Thilisi and declares it the capital city of Georgia, ending 400 years of Arab rule.1123: The Jurchen dynasty of China forces Koryo (now Korea) to recognize their
suzerainty.1124: In April or May, David I is crowned King of the Scots.1125: On June 11, in the Battle of Azaz, the Crusader states, led by King Baldwin II of Jerusalem, defeat the Seljuk Turks.1125: In November, the Jurchens of the Jin dynasty declare war on the Song dynasty, beginning the JinSong wars.1125: Lothair of Supplinburg, duke of Saxony,
is elected Holy Roman Emperor instead of the nearest heir, Frederick of Swabia, beginning the great struggle between Guelphs and Ghibellines.1127: The Northern Song dynasty loses power over northern China to the Jin dynasty.1128: On June 24, the Kingdom of Portugal gains independence from the Kingdom of Len at the Battle of So Mamede;
(recognised by Len in 1143).The temple complex of Angkor Wat, built during the reign of Suryavarman II in Cambodia of the Khmer Era.11301180: 50-year drought in what is now the American Southwest.11301138: Papal schism, Pope Innocent II vs. Antipope Anacletus I1.1130: On March 26, Sigurd I of Norway dies. A golden era of 95 years comes
to an end for Norway as civil wars between the members of Harald Fairhair's family line rage for the remainder of the century.1130: On Christmas Day, Roger II is crowned King of Sicily, the royal title being bestowed on him by Antipope Anacletus I1.1132: The Southern Song dynasty establishes China's first permanent standing navy, although China
had a long naval history prior. The main admiral's office is at the port of Dinghai.11321183: the Chinese navy increases from a mere 3,000 to 52,000 marine soldiers stationed in 20 different squadrons. During this time, hundreds of treadmill-operated paddle wheel craft are assembled for the navy to fight the Jin dynasty in the north.1135: King
Jayabaya of Kadiri ascends to the throne.[2]11351154: The Anarchy takes place, during a period of civil war in England.1136: Suger begins rebuilding the abbey church at St Denis north of Paris, which is regarded as the first major Gothic building.1137: On July 22, the future King Louis VII of France marries Eleanor, the Duchess of Aquitaine.1138:
On October 11, the 1138 Aleppo earthquake devastates much of northern Syria.1139: in April, the Second Lateran Council ends the papal schism.1139: On July 5, in the Treaty of Mignano, Pope Innocent II confirms Roger II as King of Sicily, Duke of Apulia, and Prince of Capua and invests him with his titles.1139: On July 25, the Portuguese defeat the
Almoravids led by Ali ibn Yusuf in the Battle of Ourique; Prince Afonso Henriques is acclaimed King of Portugal by his soldiers.Averroes in a 14th-century painting by Andrea di Bonaiuto11401150: Collapse of the Ancestral Puebloan culture at Chaco Canyon (modern-day New Mexico).1141: The Treaty of Shaoxing ends the conflict between the Jin
dynasty and Southern Song dynasty, legally establishing the boundaries of the two countries and forcing the Song dynasty to renounce all claims to its former territories north of the Huai River. The treaty reduces the Southern Song into a quasi-tributary state of the Jurchen Jin dynasty.1143: Manuel I Komnenos is crowned as Byzantine emperor after
the death of John II Komnenos.1143: Afonso Henriques is proclaimed King of Portugal by the cortes.1143: The Treaty of Zamora recognizes Portuguese independence from the Kingdom of Len. Portugal also recognizes the suzerainty of the pope.1144: On December 24, Edessa falls to the Atabeg Zengi.11451148: The Second Crusade is launched in
response to the fall of the County of Edessa.1147: On October 25, the four-month-long Siege of Lisbon successfully brings the city under definitive Portuguese control, expelling the Moorish overlords.1147: A new Berber dynasty, the Almohads, led by Emir Abd al-Mu'min, takes North Africa from the Almoravides and soon invades the Iberian
Peninsula. The Almohads began as a religious movement to rid Islam of impurities.1147: The Wendish Crusade against the Polabian Slavs (or "Wends") in what is now northern and eastern Germany.1150: Ramon Berenguer IV, Count of Barcelona marries Petronilla, the Queen of Aragon.1151: The Treaty of Tudiln is signed by Alfonso VII of Len and
Raymond Berengar IV, Count of Barcelona, recognizing the Aragonese conquests south of the Jcar and the right to expand in and annex the Kingdom of Murcia.1153: The Treaty of Wallingford, ends the civil war between Empress Matilda and her cousin King Stephen of England fought over the English crown. Stephen acknowledges Matilda's son
Henry of Anjou as heir.1153: The First Treaty of Constance is signed between Emperor Frederick I and Pope Eugene III, by the terms of which, the emperor is to prevent any action by Manuel I Comnenus to reestablish the Byzantine Empire on Italian soil and to assist the pope against his enemies in revolt in Rome.1154: the Moroccan-born Muslim
geographer Muhammad al-Idrisi publishes his Geography.1154: On December 27, Henry II is crowned King of England at Westminster Abbey.1155: Pope Adrian IV grants overlordship of Ireland to Henry II of England in the bull Laudabiliter.1156: On June 18, the Treaty of Benevento is entered into by Pope Adrian IV and the Norman Kingdom of
Sicily. After years of turbulent relations, the popes finally settles down to peace with the Hauteville kings. The kingship of William I is recognized over all Sicily, Apulia, Calabria, Campania, and Capua. The tribute to the pope of 600 schifati agreed upon by Roger II in 1139 at Mignano is affirmed and another 400 shift is added for the new lands.1158:
The Treaty of Sahagn ends the war between Castile and Len.The Liuhe Pagoda of Hangzhou, China, 11651161: the Song dynasty Chinese navy, employing gunpowder bombs launched from trebuchets, defeats the enormous Jin dynasty navy in the East China Sea in the Battle of Tangdao and on the Yangtze River in the Battle of Caishi.1161: Kilij Arslan
II, Sultan of Rum, makes peace with the Byzantine Empire, recognizing the emperor's primacy.1161: In the siege of Ani, troops from the Kingdom of Georgia take control over the city, only to have it sold for the second time to the Shaddadids, a Kurdish dynasty.1162: Genghis Khan, the founder of the Mongol Empire, is born as Temjin in present-day
Mongolia.1163: The Norwegian Law of Succession takes effect.11651182: Tensions and disputes between the Pagan Empire and the Kingdom of Polonnaruwa causes the Sinhalese under Parakramabahu the Great to raid Burma.1168: King Valdemar I of Denmark conquers Arkona on the Island of Rgen, the strongest pagan fortress and temple in
northern Europe.1169: Political disputes within the Pandya Empire sparks the decade-long Pandyan Civil War.1169: On May 1, the Norman invasion of Ireland begins. Richard fitzGilbert de Clare ('Strongbow') allies with the exiled Irish chief, Dermot MacMurrough, to help him recover his kingdom of Leinster.The defense of the Carroccio during the
battle of Legnano (1176) by Amos Cassioli (18321891)1170: The Treaty of Sahagn is signed by Alfonso VIII of Castile and Alfonso II of Aragon. Based on the terms of the accord, Alfonso VIII agrees to provide Alfonso II with three hostages, to be used as tribute payments owed by Ibn Mardan of Valencia and Murcia.1170: On December 29, Thomas
Becket is murdered in Canterbury Cathedral.1171: Saladin deposes the last Fatimid Caliph Al-'id and establishes the Ayyubid dynasty.1171: On November 11, Henry II of England lands in Ireland to assert his claim as Lord of Ireland.1172: The Pandyan city of Madurai is sacked by the Sinhalese army due to an attempt to drive off the rival throne
claimant, Kulasekara Pandyan.1173: Sinhalese king Parakramabahu the Great gains a decisive victory by invading the Chola Empire as an ally of the Pandyas in the Pandyan Civil War.1174: On July 12, William I of Scotland is captured by the English in the Battle of Alnwick. He accepts the feudal overlordship of the English crown and pays ceremonial
allegiance at York.1175: Hnen Shnin (Genk) founds the Jdo sh (Pure Land) sect of Buddhism.1175: The Treaty of Windsor is signed by King Henry II of England and the High King of Ireland, Ruaidr Ua Conchobair.1176: On May 29, Frederick Barbarossa's forces are defeated in the Battle of Legnano by the Lombard League which results in the
emperor's acknowledgment of the pope's sovereignty over the Papal States and Alexander acknowledging the emperor's overlordship of the imperial Church.1176: On September 17, The Battle of Myriokephalon (Myriocephalum; Turkish: Miryakefalon Sava) is fought between the Byzantine Empire and the Seljuk Turks in Phrygia. It is a serious
reversal for the Byzantine forces and will be the final, unsuccessful, effort by the Byzantines to recover the interior of Anatolia from the Seljuk Turks.1177: The Treaty or Peace of Venice is signed by the papacy and its allies, and Frederick I, Holy Roman Emperor. The Norman Kingdom of Sicily also participates in negotiations and the treaty thereby
determines the political course of all of Italy for the next several years.1178: Chinese writer Zhou Qufei, a Guangzhou customs officer, writes of an island far west in the Indian Ocean (possibly Madagascar), from where people with skin "as black as lacquer" and with frizzy hair were captured and purchased as slaves by Arab merchants.1179: The
Treaty of Cazola (Cazorla) is signed by Alfonso II of Aragon and Alfonso VIII of Castile, dividing Andalusia into separate zones of conquest for the two kingdoms, so that the work of the Reconquista would not be stymied by internecine feuding.1180: The Portuguese Navy defeats a Muslim fleet off the coast of Cape Espichel.11801185: the Genpei War
in Japan.1181: Parakramabahu the Great conducts a large-scale raid on Burma, after a ship transporting a Sinhalese princess to the Khmer Empire is attacked by Burmese naval fleets.1182: Religious reformations of Theravada Buddhism in Pagan Burma under the patronage of Narapatisithu are continued with the end of the Polonnaruwa-Pagan
War.1182: Revolt of the people of Constantinople against the Latins, whom they massacre, proclaiming Andronicus I Comnenus as co-emperor.1183: On January 25, the final Peace of Constance between Frederick Barbarossa, the pope and the Lombard towns is signed, confirming the Peace of Venice of 1177.1183: On September 24, Andronicus I
Comnenus has his nephew Alexius II Comnenus strangled.1184: On March 24, Queen Tamar, King of Georgia, accedes to the throne as sole ruler after reigning with her father, George III, for six years.1184: Diet of Pentecost organised by Emperor Frederick I in Mainz.1185: The Uprising of Asen and Peter against the Byzantine Empire leads to the
restoration of the Bulgarian Empire.1185: Andronicus I Comnenus is deposed and, on September 12, executed as a result of the Norman massacre of the Greeks of Thessalonika.1185: The cathedral school (Katedralskolan) in Lund, Sweden, is founded. The school is the oldest in northern Europe and one of the oldest in all of Europe.1185: Beginning in
this year the Kamakura shogunate deprives the emperor of Japan of political power.1186: On January 27, the future Holy Roman Emperor Henry VI marries Constance of Sicily, the heiress to the Sicilian throne.1187: On July 4, in the Battle of Hattin, Saladin defeats the king of Jerusalem.1187: In August, the Swedish royal and commercial center
Sigtuna is attacked by raiders from Karelia, Couronia, and/or Estonia.[3]1188: The Riah were introduced into the Habt and south of Tetouan by the Almohad caliph, Abu Yusuf Yaqub al-Mansur, and Jochem and Acem were introduced in Tamesna.[4]1189: On September 3, Richard I is crowned King of England at Westminster.1189: On November 11,
William IT of Sicily dies and is succeeded by his illegitimate cousin Tancred, Count of Lecce instead of Constance.11891192: The Third Crusade is an attempt by European leaders to wrest the Holy Land from Saladin.Richard I of England, or Richard the Lionheart.1190: On June 10, Emperor Frederick Barbarossa drowns in the River Salef, leaving the
Crusader army under the command of the rivals Philip II of France and Richard I of England, which ultimately leads to the dissolution of the army.1191: Holy Roman Emperor Henry VI attacked the Kingdom of Sicily from May to August but fails and withdrawn, with Empress Constance captured (released 1192).1191: On September 7, Saladin is
defeated by Richard I of England at the Battle of Arsuf.1192: In April, Isabella I begins her reign as Christian Queen of the Kingdom of Jerusalem1192: In the Battle of Jaffa, King Richard the Lionheart defeats Saladin.1192: In June, the Treaty of Ramla is signed by Saladin and Richard Lionheart. Under the terms of the agreement, Jerusalem will
remain under Muslim control. However, the city will be open to Christian pilgrims. The Latin Kingdom is reduced to a coastal strip that extends from Tyre to Jaffa.1192: Minamoto no Yoritomo is appointed Sei-i Taishgun, "barbarian-subduing great general", shgun for short, the first military dictator to bear this title.1192: Sultan Shahbuddin
Muhammad Ghori establishes the first Muslim empire in India for 14 years (11921206) by defeating Prithviraj Chauhan.1193: Nalanda, the great Indian Buddhist educational centre, is destroyed.1194: Emperor Henry VI conquers the Kingdom of Sicily.1195: On June 16, the struggle of Shamqgori. Georgian forces annihilate the army of Abu
Baqar.1198: The brethren of the Crusader hospital in Acre are raised to a military order of knights, the Teutonic Knights, formally known as the Order of the Knights of the Hospital of St. Mary of the Teutons in Jerusalem.1199: Pope Innocent III writes to Kaloyan, inviting him to unite the Bulgarian Church with the Roman Catholic Church.1200:
Construction begins on the Grand Village of the Natchez near Natchez, Mississippi. This ceremonial center for the Natchez people is occupied and built until the early 17th century.[5]Eastern Hemisphere at the end of the 12th centuryChina is under the Northern Song dynasty. Early in the century, Zhang Zeduan paints Along the River During the
Qingming Festival. It will later end up in the Palace Museum, Beijing.In southeast Asia, there is conflict between the Khmer Empire and the Champa. Angkor Wat is built under the Hindu king Suryavarman II. By the end of the century, the Buddhist Jayavarman VII becomes the ruler.Japan is in its Heian period. The Chj-jinbutsu-giga is made and
attributed to Toba Sj. It ends up at the Kzan-ji, Kyoto.In Oceania, the Tui Tonga Empire expands to a much greater area.Europe undergoes the Renaissance of the 12th century. The blast furnace for the smelting of cast iron is imported from China, appearing around Lapphyttan, Sweden, as early as 1150.Alexander Neckam is the first European to
document the mariner's compass, first documented by Shen Kuo during the previous century.Christian humanism becomes a self-conscious philosophical tendency in Europe. Christianity is also introduced to Estonia, Finland, and Karelia.The first medieval universities are founded. Pierre Abelard teaches.Middle English begins to develop, and literacy
begins to spread outside the Church throughout Europe.[6] In addition, churchmen are increasingly willing to take on secular roles. By the end of the century, at least a third of England's bishops also act as royal judges in secular matters.[7]The Ars antiqua period in the history of the medieval music of Western Europe begins.The earliest recorded
miracle play is performed in Dunstable, England.Gothic architecture and trouvre music begin in France.During the middle of the century, the Cappella Palatina is built in Palermo, Sicily, and the Madrid Skylitzes manuscript illustrates the Synopsis of Histories by John Skylitzes.Fire and plague insurance first become available in Iceland, and the first
documented outbreaks of influenza there happens.The medieval state of Serbia is formed by Stefan Nemanja and then continued by the Nemanji dynasty.By the end of the century, both the Capetian dynasty and the House of Anjou are relying primarily on mercenaries in their militaries. Paid soldiers are available year-round, unlike knights who
expected certain periods off to maintain their manor lifestyles.[8]In India, Hoysala architecture reaches its peak.In the Middle East, the icon of Theotokos of Vladimir is painted probably in Constantinople. Everything but the faces will later be retouched, and the icon will go to the Tretyakov Gallery of Moscow.The Georgian poet Shota Rustaveli
composes his epic poem The Knight in the Panther's Skin.Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi founds his "school of illumination".In North Africa, the kasbah of Marrakesh is built, including the city gate Bab Agnaou and the Koutoubia mosque.In sub-Saharan Africa, Kente cloth is first woven.In France, the first piedfort coins were minted.The city of Tula burns
down, marking the end of the Toltec Empireln West Africa the Ife Empire is established.See also: Timeline of historic inventions 12th century1104: The Venice Arsenal of Venice, Italy, is founded. It employed some 16,000 people for the mass production of sailing ships in large assembly lines, hundreds of years before the Industrial Revolution.1106:
Finished building of Gelati.1107: The Chinese engineer Wu Deren combines the mechanical compass vehicle of the south-pointing chariot with the distance-measuring odometer device.1111: The Chinese Donglin Academy is founded.1165: The Liuhe Pagoda of Hangzhou, China, is built.1170: The Roman Catholic notion of Purgatory is defined.[9]1185:
First record of windmills.Wikimedia Commons has media related to 12th century.” Soekmono, R, Drs., Pengantar Sejarah Kebudayaan Indonesia 2, 2nd ed. Penerbit Kanisius, Yogyakarta, 1973, 5th reprint edition in 1988 p.57” Britannica, T. Editors of Encyclopaedia (1998, July 20). Kairi. Encyclopedia Britannica.” Enn Tarvel (2007). Sigtuna
hukkumine. Archived 2017-10-11 at the Wayback Machine Haridus, 2007 (7-8), p 3841~ Notice sur les Arabes hilaliens. Ismal Hamet. p.248.” Francine Weiss and Mark R. Barnes (May 3, 1989). "National Register of Historic Places Registration: Grand Village of the Natchez Site / Fatherland Plantation Site (22-Ad-501)" (pdf). National Park Service.
and Accompanying 3 photos, from 1989.(680KB)”™ Warren 1961, p.129.” Warren 1961, p.159.”™ Warren 1961, p.60-61.”~ Le Goff, Jacques (1986). The Birth of Purgatory. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. ISBN0226470822.Warren, Wilfred Lewis (1961). King John. University of California Press. p.362. ISBN9780520036437. {{cite book}}: ISBN /
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Gothic is real. Examples of imagery in gothic literature. Gothic imagery. Imagery in gothic literature.






