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Asian Theology's Quest for Authenticity: Understanding "Asianness"What does it mean to be "Asian" in Asian theology? Is it a matter of cultural exchange, philosophical adaptation, or something more fundamental? The answer is far from straightforward. A lack of clarity on this issue has hindered the discipline's progress.###ARTICLEAsian Theology:
A Vision in Context, Shaped by Local Issues and FormsWhen we speak of Asian theology, these writings and writers are typically referred to, yet one glaring problem is that much of this work has had little impact on the seminaries and churches in Asia.Many have found Asian theology to be too scholarly and esoteric, disconnected from and irrelevant
to the Asian church; others have criticized it for being too liberal, written more for open-minded Western scholars than for the Asian church.In contrast, grassroots level Christian movements, especially Pentecostal and Charismatic churches, have had greater success in engaging the existing cultures and worldviews of Asian peoples, despite their
disconnect from academic Asian theology.Methodologically, Asian theology has also lacked structure and unity, seen in the many different approaches yet lack of overall clarity on how to actually do it.The reasons for these difficulties are not difficult to explain; doing Asian theology is already a problematic task, as Asia is a vast continent filled with
diverse cultures and religions.It is impossible to identify or speak of an essential Asianness that can serve as a keystone for doing Asian theology, just as one cannot do theology out of Westernness.Too much concern with identifying Asianness can lead to overemphasis on one or more characteristics being typically Asian, such as poverty; scholars like
C.S. Song or Aloysius Pieris have gone too far in their insistence that Asia is defined by its poverty.However, defining Asianness has been a significant problem in Asian theology, with many theologians unknowingly buying into and reinforcing an occident-orient binary that not only essentialized the West but also essentialized themselves.Generalizing
the experience of Asian women as oppressed or poor is to universalize and homogenize the diverse experiences of actual Asian women; it ignores the actual experiences, thoughts, concerns, and values of those on the ground.Many Asian theologies have thus reinforced orientalist stereotypes in this way, attempting to speak for all but actually speaking
for no one.Defining Asian in Asian theology is by no means an easy task, part of its story has been the struggle to properly articulate its identity in a complex and changing world.Despite this, many today are still hopeful in the possibility of Asian theology; books continue to be written that provide new visions for Asian theology, teachers and students
wait for textbooks and other resources to help them deal with theological issues and read the Bible better in their own contexts.Asian theology must be grounded in the undeniable work of the Spirit amidst persecution and challenges, and its growth over the last century is a testament to God's presence. By reflecting on specific instances of
conversions among tribal hill peoples or thriving persecuted churches, Asian theologians can find inspiration for their work. Furthermore, it's crucial that Asian theologies are rooted in Scripture, as the largely evangelical character of Asian Christianity reflects the innate spiritual instincts of Asians, which is often at odds with mainline theology.Asian
theologians must navigate the false dichotomy between culture and Scripture, instead learning to apply Scriptural authority to local contexts and offer fresh perspectives on the gospel that other churches may have overlooked. They should also reject simplified notions of culture, embracing the complexity and hybridity of modern Asia. This requires a
deeper understanding of individual and diverse contexts, allowing for more effective theologizing.Asian theology can't be a top-down endeavor, but rather a collaborative effort among Asians from various backgrounds, reflecting on God's work amongst them. It should be grounded in the lived wisdom of grassroots Christians and the stories of the
Asian church. By going beyond traditional academic norms, Asian theology can offer new possibilities for the global church.In Asian theology, evangelicals have been more conservative and focused on gospel integrity, often seeing Scripture as central to their practice. In contrast, mainline Asian theologies have prioritized culture, leading to a neglect
of Scripture's authority. However, this dichotomy is not inevitable; instead, Asian theologians should aim to combine cultural sensitivity with Scriptural fidelity.Asian theology must be shaped by the diverse contexts and cultures of modern Asia, rather than relying on simplistic or universalized notions of "Asianness." This involves recognizing that
people today are complex and multifaceted, requiring a nuanced understanding of their experiences. Ultimately, Asian theology can only be truly effective when it is grounded in Scripture, reflects the complexities of modern Asia, and engages with local contexts.Asian theologians must also avoid the pitfall of "cultural contextualization," which can
lead to essentialism and neglect of individual diversity. They should instead strive for a more comprehensive understanding of Asian cultures, taking into account their historical, social, economic, and cultural nuances.The history of Asian theology is replete with examples of theologians who have sought to integrate their faith with the complexities of
their local contexts. From Kazoh Kitamori in Japan to Zhao Zichen in China, these pioneers demonstrated a deep commitment to Scriptural authority and contextual relevance.In conclusion, Asian theology must be centered on the living God's work amongst real people in Asia, rather than relying on abstract cultural ideas or arbitrary social categories.
It should be a collaborative effort among Asians from various backgrounds, reflecting together on God's presence amidst their challenges and triumphs. By embracing this approach, Asian theology can offer fresh insights to the global church, while also staying true to its local contexts and cultural complexities.The realm of Asian theology offers a
diverse tapestry of perspectives, woven from the threads of Hinduism, Buddhism, and Christianity. A trinity of Panikkar, Thomas, and Samartha serves as an exemplar in Hindu theology, while Sri Lankans like Lynn de Silva and Aloysius Pieris embody Buddhist thought. The Bible and Theology in Asian Contexts: An Evangelical Perspective on Asian
Theology presents a valuable synthesis of evangelical approaches to Asian contexts.The perception of Christianity as a rational religion in Singapore is scrutinized by Clive S. Chin, who cites the works of Han Chul-Ha, Harvie Conn, Carver Yu, Arnold Yeung, and others. A seminal work by Hwa Yung, Mangoes or Bananas: The Quest for an Authentic
Asian Christian Theology, provides a nuanced exploration of Asian theology.Lee Moonjang's contribution to the Global Dictionary of Theology highlights the complexities of Asian theology, which often eludes Western scholars. However, Simon Chan's Grassroots Asian Theology offers a refreshing perspective on this topic, encouraging evangelicals to
engage with Asian contexts in a more profound manner.The Critical Asian Principle, though a helpful tool, raises questions about the nature of Asianness and who determines its parameters. Kang Namsoon's postcolonial reading of Orientalism and Neo-Orientalism provides a thought-provoking critique of this issue.Furthermore, Stephen T. Pardue
emphasizes the need for evangelical theology to engage with the global church, citing Rubn Rosario Rodrguez's Dogmatics after Babel. Jerry Hwang's Contextualization and the Old Testament: Between Asian and Western Perspectives offers a valuable exploration of this topic.Church music, in particular, serves as an illustrative example of how
worship reflects the complexities of Asian contexts. The groundbreaking book by Asian theologians will be a standard reference for years to come, inspiring scholars from diverse traditions to engage with Asian theology in a more nuanced manner.This groundbreaking book, "Asian Christian Theology: Evangelical Perspectives," offers a rich collection
of essays that showcase the diversity and depth of theological reflections from Asia. The sixteen authors, representing various Asian contexts, provide a historically informed biblical and evangelical take on Asian realities. The editors aim to present a biblically rooted faith for Asian believers, hoping it will also be read by North American, European,
and African believers.The book makes an important contribution to the global conversation on theology, offering a compendium of contemporary evangelical thinking on key theological issues that define Christianity in Asia today. It is a rare privilege to have contributions from outstanding Asian creative and biblical thinkers in one volume.Decentering
the dominant Western theological tradition is crucial for the witness of the gospel among every tribe and nation. This volume contributes admirably to that task by offering a range of essays on theological topics and concerns from Asian evangelical theologians' perspectives. It makes a significant contribution to forming a global Christian faith,
deserving of wide reading and contemplation.The book's treasure lies in its comparative theology discussions, reflecting the presence of other living faiths in framing Christian theology. Unlike most evangelicals, those from Asian soil are accustomed to sympathetic and critical dialogue with teachings of other faiths. This book is mandatory reading for
evangelicals in the global church and everyone who wishes to stay updated on the latest theological developments.The essays address classical dogmas and contemporary issues on culture and mission, speaking from a shared Asian identity with an earnest commitment to be biblically rooted, historically aware, contextually engaged, and broadly
evangelical. This book is a "must-read" for seminary faculty, students, and alumni worldwide, whether from the Majority World or post-Christian West.Asian Christian Theology effectively demonstrates a mode of reflection and theologizing that supports classical theology and compels us to be more committed to biblical truth. It offers an excellent
resource on thinking theologically in ways appropriate and relevant to the Asian situation, written by Asian theologians for the Asian church.This book is a must-read for anyone involved in making disciples and planting churches in Asia. It's a collection of essays that model how to be faithful to the gospel while being mindful of the cultural and
religious diversity of the region. The authors draw on Scripture, the work of the triune God, and their own experiences as Christians living in Asia.Asian Christian Theology: A Timeless and Timely PublicationThis book serves as a testament to evangelical theologians striving for balance between biblical doctrine and contextual relevance. The editors
skillfully divide contributors into two categories, engaging with biblical doctrines and addressing realities on the ground particularly relevant to Asian Christians. This comprehensive treatise offers valuable insights, making it both informative and useful.Asian Christian Theology: Evangelical Perspectives is a significant contribution to the theological
landscape. Edited by Timotheo D. Gener and Stephen T. Pardue, this book presents a rich exploration of Asian Christianity and theology, providing a nuanced understanding of its development in diverse contexts.The publication is a gift from the Asia Theological Association (ATA) to the global Christian community, offering a unique perspective that
should be incorporated into theological studies worldwide. Scholars of various disciplines will find this volume enlightening.The book's focus on contextualisation and localisation of theological concepts allows Asian theology to resonate with local contexts, enriching the overall understanding of Christian beliefs and practices in diverse settings.The
book provides a comprehensive framework for Asian Christian theology, emphasizing the importance of contextualization and missional engagement. It surveys classical doctrines, contemporary concerns, and unique Asian perspectives, offering a nuanced understanding of Christology, pneumatology, and ecclesiology.Humility in Theological
Education: Fertilizing Approaches to Teaching in AsiaAsian theological education is expanding rapidly, incorporating contributions from various denominations and institutions. ACT showcases how theological training now occurs in diverse modes across Asia, highlighting the need for humility and listening from Asian sources as educational
resources. By including contributions from multiple denominations and institutions, ACT demonstrates that churches and seminaries are not the only options for theological educators in Asia.However, this diversification also raises questions about traditional Asian theological education's relationship with these new approaches. Ignoring diversities
may serve short-term purposes but can lead to limited institutional resources and parochial perspectives in the long run. Moreover, Asian evangelical Christians are united on a strong commitment to the Bible, yet missiology's and sociology's contributions have historically been marginalized.To address this, ACT implicitly calls for Majority World
seminaries to integrate anthropologists and missiologists into their faculties. This would equip students with biblical socio-cultural engagement skills and integrate anthropology and missiology as valid disciplines of Christian study.The question remains whether Asian seminaries can invite religious Others into their classrooms as instructors. Many
Christians in Asia are reluctant to visit non-Christian sites or learn from them, citing security concerns, discrimination, or restrictions. However, embracing interdisciplinary approaches can enhance learning by incorporating the enrichments offered by religious Others.Gener's chapter highlights the need for an Asian contextual version of systematic
theology that accounts for narrative drama rather than offering a set of timeless propositions. Overall, ACT's essays model theologizing in interfaith/intercultural dialogues suitable for Asia's diverse socio-religious contexts, setting the stage for future writing on Asian missional theology.If theology is to bridge the gap between God's unchanging nature
and humanity's changing cultural context, then it must be rooted in a specific location to function effectively. In other words, successful church growth in a different culture often requires "indigenization" - losing its foreignness in that culture. However, there are several challenges associated with this approach, particularly from an Asian
perspective.One of the key challenges is that Asian mission churches tend to mimic the missionary's theological stance, even if unintentionally. This can lead to a situation where the church loses its authenticity and becomes a mere replica of its Western roots. Another challenge is that when these churches break away from their founder's theology,
they often adopt another Western system or create a hybrid approach that doesn't necessarily reflect the local culture.Furthermore, developing an Asian theology that truly represents both Asian cultural context and Christian revelation is a daunting task. It seems unlikely that a single Asian theological system can encompass the diverse thoughts and
experiences of people across the continent. The idea of creating such a system may be seen as self-contradictory, especially when considering the Western influence on traditional systems of thought.The concept of "Asian theology" also raises questions about its value and desirability. Some argue that it's necessary to create a systematization of
theology that's unique to Asian cultures, but others suggest that this may be an unattainable goal. The Bible itself is often seen as a narrative-driven text, which challenges the Western tendency towards systematic theology.Ultimately, if an Asian theology is developed, will it be universally accepted or marginalized? This question echoes the
experience of "Black Theology" in America, where the emphasis was on addressing specific social and cultural issues. It remains to be seen whether such a theology can break free from its particular context and find broader relevance.Asian Theology: A Question of UniversalityThe concept of Asian theology raises several questions about its relevance
and universality. While it aims to address the unique experiences and cultural contexts of individuals from different Asian backgrounds, it is uncertain whether this approach can effectively unite diverse groups within the church.In the Philippines, for instance, Black Theology seems to lack universality, as it primarily deals with a specific group
dealing with a distinct situation. Its resonance with other marginalized groups is present, but each group has its own unique characteristics that make it challenging to apply a one-size-fits-all approach.The influx of diverse cultures and populations in the US, such as racially mixed marriages and affirmative action, has also raised concerns about the
viability of Asian theology. Some argue that this theology should be flexible and adaptable to changing contexts, while others believe that its lack of universality is a major obstacle to its success.Elwood notes that Asian theology should have a universal character for the ecumenical church, rather than being confined to specific ethnic groups. However,
it is unclear what would prevent this "ghettoization" from occurring, given the diverse experiences and perspectives within Asia.Atheyal emphasizes the importance of indigenous theology in promoting unity and cooperation among Asian Christians. He suggests that an "Asian Creed" could serve as a unifying force, transcending denominational
boundaries. Nevertheless, the complexity of Asian cultures and the prevalence of disunity within some churches, such as those in China and the Philippines, raise questions about the feasibility of this approach.The author acknowledges the value of localized theology but expresses doubts about the grand scheme of a unified Asian theology. They
believe that regional uniqueness should be respected and honored, rather than ignored.Some commonalities do exist across Asian cultures, such as the emphasis on honor and shame over forgiveness and guilt or power and fear. However, these shared aspects must be balanced with the need to acknowledge regional differences and cultural
contexts.Ultimately, theology seeks to link God's unchanging revelation to changing cultures and contexts. The author concludes that a more nuanced approach is necessary, one that respects the diversity of Asian experiences while maintaining the core principles of faith.Recent Research on Asian and Asian American Hermeneutics Related to the
Hebrew Bible in AcclaimAcademic journals such as Currents in Biblical Research have publishd a serie of studies on Asian and Asian American Hermeneutics related to the Hebrew Bible, contributin to our understanding of religous text. Examples include "Recent Research on Asian and Asian American Hermeneutics Related to the Hebrew Bible" by
Sun, Chloe, and an introduction to Asian American Theologies by Jonathan Y. Tan. Furthermore, a comprehensive An Asian Introduction to the New Testament edited by Johnson Thomaskutty has been release by Fortress Press in 2021. Additional contributions to this field include "Asian Theology" by Visal Tirimanna, part of The Oxford Handbook of
Catholic Theology, and a database by Every Voice Kingdom Diversity featuring works written by Asian and Pacific Islander Old Testament Scholars.Centered for Asian American Theology and Ministry at Fuller Theoligical Seminary provides resources for the Asian American Church. Centered is an asien american Christian Podcast hosted by the
seminarty.List of books on Asian American theology includes:- "Grassroots Asian Theology: Thinking the Faith from the ground Up" by Simon Chan- "Liturgical Theology: The Church as Worshiping Community" by Simon Chan- "Spiritual Theology: A Systematic Study of the Christian Life" by Simon Chan- "Ethical Particularism as a Chinese Contextual
Issue" by Tan Che-BinAlso, notable books and authors include:- "God as Father in Luke-Acts" by Diane G. Chen- "The Messianic Vision of the Pentateuch" by Kevin S. Chen- "Traditions at Odds: The Reception of the Pentateuch in Biblical and Second Temple Period Literature" by John H. Choi- "Asian Contextual Theology for the Third Millennium:
Theology of Minjung in Fourth-Eye Formation"- "New Overtures: Asian North American Theology in the 21st Century" edited by Eleazar F. Fernandez- "Invitation to Biblical Hebrew Syntax: An Intermediate Grammar" and "Invitation to Biblical Hebrew: A Beginning Grammar" by Russell T. Fuller and Kyoungwon ChoiOther authors include:- Nijay
Gupta, Paul and the Language of Faith; Worship that Makes Sense to Paul- Leow Theng Huat, What Young Asian Theologians Are Thinking- Julius-Kei Kato, How Immigrant Christians Living in Mixed Cultures Interpret their Religion: Asian-American Diasporic Hybridity and its Implications for Hermeneutics- Yeo Khiok-khng, What Has Jerusalem Have
to Do with Beijing?- Matthew D. Kim and Daniel L. Wong, Finding Our Voice: A Vision for Asian North American Preaching- Uriah Y. Kim, Identity and Loyalty in the David Story: A Postcolonial ReadingThe work presented here pertains to the realm of evangelical theology, specifically targeting Asian American Christian experiences and their
integration into broader theological discourse. Amos Yong, along with other contributors, has crafted a substantial collection aimed at redressing the gap in available resources for this segment of the evangelical community.A notable omission in existing literature is the representation of Asian voices within evangelical contexts. The provided
bibliography aims to rectify this oversight by offering a wealth of material written from an Asian perspective. Yong's contributions serve as a pivotal point, providing an authoritative voice on pneumatology and Christian-Buddhist dialogue.The book delves into pertinent topics such as the nature of revelation, its historical development, and the
intersections between Christology and the broader theological landscape. Yong's work is noteworthy for its engagement with Kevin Vanhoozer's ideas regarding non-Western Christianity, as well as its exploration of syncretism in Asian contexts.The integration of human experience with biblical teachings can lead to a unique approach in theology,
where experience is seen as the underlying foundation and driving force. This approach has been met with criticism, with some arguing that it results in anthropology, ethics-focused Christianity, and unhealthy syncretism. In the context of Asian churches, this approach is being re-examined, with authors like Timoteo D Gener exploring the concept of
"gospel orthodoxy" and its application to the Trinity.Gener rejects certain approaches to understanding the Trinity, such as the use of yin-yang symbolism or the portrayal of God as a unifying force. Instead, he advocates for the use of family as an analogy for the Trinity, citing its importance in Asian cultures. However, this approach has also been
criticized by Western theologians, who argue that it can lead to reducing the gospel to human experiences and cultural norms.The author's main objection to models of the Trinity is their futility, arguing that they fail to account for the radical difference between God and created beings. Instead, the safer analogia fidei - analogy "from above" - provides
a more accurate understanding of the Trinity.Gener's approach has been praised by some authors, such as Ivan Satyavrata, who defends a judicious approach to other religions in the Indian context. Other chapters in the book explore themes of cultural identity and theology in Asia, highlighting the importance of co-operation, encounter, and
communication with local traditions.The author concludes that this book is a significant contribution to Asian theology, demonstrating how biblically rooted, historically aware, and contextually engaged theology can benefit the whole church. They encourage all theology students to read the book and look forward to seeing more Asian theologians
producing in-depth treatments of these topics.Asian Christian Theology: A Survey of Contextually Reflective and Robustly Evangelical Theology for the Asian Church
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