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Special	education	online	masters	programs

An	online	master's	program	in	special	education	can	equip	you	with	the	skills	to	make	a	positive	impact	on	students	with	special	needs.	These	programs	allow	you	to	learn	about	working	with	diverse	groups,	advocating	for	their	learning	needs,	and	sharing	best	practices	with	other	educators.	Some	of	the	top	schools	offering	online	master's	degrees	in
special	education	include:	*	**Arkansas	State	University**:	Offers	flexible	degree	options	through	distance	learning	and	on-campus	classes.	Their	Master	of	Arts	in	Special	Education	(MA)	and	Master	of	Science	in	Special	Education	(MSEd)	programs	are	accredited	by	The	Higher	Learning	Commission.	*	**Ball	State	University**:	Provides	a	range	of
online	courses	and	classes,	allowing	students	to	earn	a	four-year	degree	or	master's	degree	remotely.	Ball	State's	Master	of	Arts	in	Special	Education	program	is	accredited	by	the	Higher	Learning	Commission.	*	**Bethel	University**:	Focuses	on	providing	spiritual	growth	and	community	service	alongside	academic	learning.	Their	Master	of	Arts	in
Special	Education	(MA)	program	is	accredited	by	the	Southern	Association	of	Colleges	and	Schools	Commission	on	Colleges.	*	**Campbellsville	University**:	Offers	online	programs	that	cater	to	a	diverse	student	population,	including	associate	and	bachelor's	degrees,	as	well	as	master's	degrees.	Campbellsville's	Master	of	Arts	in	Special	Education
program	is	accredited	by	the	Southern	Association	of	Colleges	and	Schools	Commission	on	Colleges.	*	**Drexel	University**:	Provides	hands-on	curriculums,	research,	and	internships	to	create	global	leaders	in	fields	such	as	business,	education,	and	science.	Drexel's	Master	of	Science	in	Special	Education	(MSEd)	program	is	accredited	by	the	Middle
States	Commission	on	Higher	Education.	When	choosing	an	online	master's	program	in	special	education,	consider	factors	such	as	accreditation,	flexibility,	and	opportunities	for	hands-on	learning	and	community	service.	1.	Florida	International	University	Founded	on	a	mission	to	explore	space	and	push	the	boundaries	of	research	in	1965,	FIU
pioneered	global	learning	for	students	worldwide.	With	an	array	of	curricula	offering	four-year	degrees,	master's	degrees,	and	doctoral	degrees,	it	caters	to	a	diverse	student	body.	The	university	is	also	renowned	for	its	cultural	museums.	2.	George	Mason	University	Established	in	1956	in	Fairfax,	VA,	GMU	offers	research-based	degree	programs
across	undergraduate,	graduate,	and	doctoral	levels.	Each	program	focuses	on	hands-on	learning	opportunities	and	creative	thinking	skills,	helping	students	navigate	their	educational	journey.	3.	Georgia	College	and	State	University	Founded	in	1889,	this	public	liberal	arts	school	has	evolved	into	a	top-ranked	institution	named	by	Forbes	as	one	of
America's	Top	Colleges.	It	provides	undergraduate,	graduate,	and	postgraduate	degree	programs	to	foster	a	well-rounded	student	experience.	4.	Indiana	University	IU	was	founded	in	1820	and	boasts	a	reputation	for	global	public	education.	With	state-of-the-art	research	facilities,	campuses,	and	medical	centers	across	Indiana,	it	offers	various	degree
programs,	including	associate,	doctorate	levels.	It	also	excels	in	adult	education	via	distance	learning.	5.	Lamar	University	Since	its	inception	in	1923,	Lamar	has	offered	postsecondary	education	to	adults	seeking	degrees	in	two-year,	four-year,	or	doctoral	formats.	The	university	is	part	of	the	Texas	University	System	and	serves	thousands	annually
through	online	and	on-campus	programs.	6.	Liberty	University	As	a	faith-based	institution,	Liberty	University	employs	research-based	hands-on	curricula	to	create	positive	change	worldwide.	Founded	in	1771,	it	offers	numerous	degree	programs	across	various	levels,	including	AA,	BA,	BS,	MA,	and	higher,	with	an	emphasis	on	blending	spirituality	and
academics.	1.	Michigan	State	University	Michigan	State	University	was	established	in	1855	and	is	a	leading	institution	for	public	research	education,	offering	undergraduate,	graduate,	and	doctoral	degrees	through	various	programs.	2.	Mississippi	College	Founded	in	1826,	Mississippi	College	is	a	private	Baptist-affiliated	school	providing	students
with	an	opportunity	to	earn	all	levels	of	degrees,	including	law,	while	maintaining	its	commitment	to	faith	and	knowledge.	3.	National	University	Established	in	1971,	National	University	offers	non-traditional	options	for	students	to	gain	degrees,	including	two-year	associate's	degrees,	bachelor's,	master's,	and	doctoral	degrees,	with	a	focus	on	online
programs	and	military-friendly	support.	4.	Purdue	University	Purdue	University,	founded	in	1869,	is	a	renowned	public	research	institution	providing	students	with	opportunities	to	earn	transferable	two-year	college	degrees,	bachelor's	degrees,	and	master's	degrees	in	various	academic	programs.	5.	Saint	Joseph’s	University	Beginning	as	a	Roman
Catholic	school	in	1851,	Saint	Joseph's	University	has	evolved	into	an	acclaimed	private	institution	offering	undergraduate	and	graduate	degrees	through	various	program	majors,	with	a	focus	on	community	engagement	and	student	inclusiveness.	6.	Slippery	Rock	University	Slippery	Rock	University,	established	in	1889,	is	a	public	university	providing
students	with	opportunities	to	earn	undergraduate	and	graduate	degrees	in	various	fields,	including	special	education	programs	for	autism,	birth	to	grade	8,	and	supervision.	Texas	Tech	University	boasts	a	long-standing	tradition	of	providing	top-notch	education	at	affordable	prices	since	1923,	with	notable	programs	in	law	and	medicine	on	campus.
Accredited	by	the	Southern	Association	of	Colleges	and	Schools	Commission	on	Colleges	(SACSCOC),	Texas	Tech	offers	hundreds	of	undergraduate	and	graduate	degree	options	to	its	students.	The	University	of	Alabama,	established	in	1820,	is	a	vibrant	public	university	offering	various	academic	programs,	including	research	opportunities	for
bachelor's,	master's,	or	doctoral	degrees.	With	the	only	law	school	in	the	state,	UA	also	boasts	an	impressive	array	of	undergraduate	degrees.	The	University	of	Alabama	is	accredited	by	SACSCOC.	The	University	of	Houston	was	founded	in	1927	and	serves	over	45,000	students	annually	through	its	public	institutions	and	online	classes.	Its	global
connections	provide	a	diverse	student	body	with	access	to	numerous	undergraduate	degree	programs.	UH	further	enhances	education	with	research	and	technology,	also	offering	graduate	and	doctoral	degrees	in	various	fields.	The	University	of	Houston	is	accredited	by	the	Commission	on	Colleges	of	the	Southern	Association	of	Colleges	and	Schools
(SACSCOC).	The	University	of	Kansas	began	as	a	small	public	postsecondary	school	in	1865	but	has	since	grown	to	serve	thousands	of	students	worldwide	through	its	multiple	campuses,	research	centers,	and	educational	facilities.	U	of	K	offers	a	wide	range	of	academic	achievements,	including	undergraduate	degrees,	graduate	degrees,	and	doctoral
degrees.	The	University	is	accredited	by	the	Higher	Learning	Commission.	Since	1958,	the	University	of	Massachusetts	Global	(UMass)	has	provided	flexible	education	options	for	students	to	earn	various	degrees,	from	AA	and	AS	to	BA,	BS,	MA,	or	a	doctorate	at	a	private	institution.	Whether	competency-based	or	course-based	programs	are
preferred,	UMass	can	help	find	a	suitable	fit	for	any	lifestyle.	The	University	is	accredited	by	the	WSCUC	Senior	College	and	University	Commission.	The	University	of	Memphis	has	a	rich	history	and	diverse	culture,	dating	back	to	1912.	Now	a	dynamic	research	educational	facility,	it	offers	an	array	of	degree	options	to	equip	students	with	needed
skills	for	bachelor's	degrees	or	higher	qualifications.	As	a	top-tier	education	provider,	several	institutions	stand	out	for	their	commitment	to	academic	excellence	and	innovative	research.	The	University	of	Memphis	is	well-accredited	by	the	Commission	on	Colleges	of	the	Southern	Association	of	Colleges	and	Schools,	with	a	strong	focus	on	graduate
education	and	exploration	studies.	Similarly,	the	University	of	Missouri	boasts	a	rich	history	since	1839,	offering	undergraduate	and	graduate	degrees	in	various	fields,	including	journalism,	medicine,	and	education.	The	University	of	North	Texas	has	evolved	from	its	humble	beginnings	as	a	small	private	school	for	teachers	in	1890	to	become	a
renowned	public	research	institution,	providing	all	levels	of	degrees	and	priding	itself	on	research,	innovation,	and	technology.	The	University	of	Washington	has	been	a	pioneer	in	education	since	1861,	offering	over	one	hundred-degree	programs	and	growing	its	presence	in	medicine,	science,	research,	and	education.	Webster	University	started	in
1915	as	a	private	institution,	focusing	on	building	a	close-knit	community	among	students	through	online	and	in-person	activities.	Western	Governors	University	was	established	in	1997	to	cater	to	the	needs	of	those	seeking	flexible	degree	programs,	providing	self-paced	options	for	earning	four-year	or	master's	degrees.	Wilmington	University	aims	to
provide	students	with	a	comprehensive	educational	experience	since	its	inception	in	1968,	helping	them	grow	professionally.	These	institutions	demonstrate	a	strong	commitment	to	academic	excellence	and	innovative	research,	making	them	attractive	options	for	those	seeking	higher	education.	Wilmington	University	(WU)	offers	a	diverse	range	of
academic	programs,	including	AA,	BA,	BS,	master’s,	and	doctoral	degrees.	WU	prides	itself	on	providing	personalized	attention	to	students	through	small	class	environments.	The	university	is	accredited	by	the	Middle	States	Commission	on	Higher	Education	for	its	Master's	in	Special	Education	program.	Special	education	teachers	work	with	students
who	have	unique	learning	needs,	often	requiring	patience,	compassion,	and	determination.	Pursuing	a	master’s	degree	in	special	education	can	enhance	one's	teaching	abilities	and	open	up	new	career	opportunities,	such	as	becoming	a	special	education	director	or	shifting	focus	to	an	agency	supporting	school	districts'	special	education	departments.
This	degree	can	also	be	beneficial	for	current	general	education	teachers	seeking	additional	job	prospects	or	ready	for	a	new	challenge.	A	master's	program	in	special	education	typically	includes	coursework	in	behavioral	interventions,	curriculum	and	instruction,	and	instructional	methods,	enhancing	classroom	practices	for	teachers	of	students	with
physical,	mental,	and	behavioral	disabilities.	Curriculum	development	and	effective	instruction	are	key	areas	to	focus	on.	For	special	education	programs,	adaptive	technologies	can	benefit	students	with	special	needs,	enhancing	their	integration	into	society	or	independence.	English	language	learning	is	also	crucial	when	students	lack	a	strong	grasp
of	the	primary	school	language,	hindering	their	learning.	A	solid	understanding	of	exceptionalities	such	as	giftedness	and	disabilities	serves	as	a	foundation	for	further	studies.	Physical	health	considerations	for	special	populations	at	home	and	school	are	essential	to	address.	Special	education	law	courses	cover	federal	regulations,	while	student
assessments	help	evaluate	strengths	and	deficits,	informing	intervention	planning.	Supportive	learning	environments	can	be	created	by	setting	up	classrooms	that	foster	students'	learning	and	behavioral	goals.	Transitions	from	special	education	settings	into	mainstream	classes	require	careful	planning.	Practicum	experiences	and	licensure	tracks
often	involve	student	teaching.	Careers	in	special	education	include	teaching	children	with	special	needs	at	various	age	levels,	or	leading	school	departments	as	curriculum	coordinators	or	directors.	Opportunities	also	exist	to	work	with	adults	in	GED	or	adult	literacy	programs,	helping	them	overcome	learning	disabilities	and	increase	employability.
In	some	cases,	master's	degree	holders	may	even	teach	college	classes,	although	full-time	faculty	positions	typically	require	a	PhD.	A	master's	degree	in	special	education	can	lead	to	various	high-paying	careers,	with	median	salaries	ranging	from	$49,160	for	a	preschool	or	childcare	center	director	to	$87,580	for	a	special	education	director.	Some
potential	jobs	include	instructional	coordinator,	postsecondary	teacher,	and	high	school	special	education	teacher.	Those	interested	in	specializing	in	particular	areas	of	special	education,	such	as	applied	behavior	analysis	(ABA)	or	trauma-informed	education,	can	pursue	a	degree	concentration	in	those	topics.	ABA	focuses	on	using	therapy	techniques
to	enhance	social	and	academic	skills	in	students	with	autism,	while	trauma-informed	education	helps	educators	understand	the	impact	of	trauma	on	students'	lives.	To	increase	job	prospects,	consider	enrolling	in	a	master's	program	that	caters	to	your	interests	and	career	goals.	Admissions	for	these	programs	typically	require	submitting	strong
application	packets,	which	should	highlight	relevant	experience,	academic	achievements,	and	personal	statements.	Before	applying	to	top	special	education	schools,	prepare	by	meeting	admission	requirements	that	may	include	application	forms,	personal	statements,	fee	payments,	and	letters	of	recommendation.	You'll	also	need	to	submit	transcripts
and	possibly	GRE	scores	or	proof	of	licensure.	Initial	licensure	tracks	cater	to	new	teachers,	while	additional	tracks	are	for	those	seeking	endorsements.	When	choosing	an	online	master's	in	special	education	program,	ensure	the	school	is	regionally	accredited	and	offers	concentrations	that	align	with	your	interests.	Review	each	school's	degree	plan
to	see	if	the	course	selection	excites	you.	Additionally,	consider	the	program's	approach	to	online	learning,	including	self-paced	studies	or	set	log-in	times.	Finally,	prepare	for	a	final	project	or	thesis	as	part	of	the	graduation	process.	Accreditation	and	Professional	Organizations	for	Online	Special	Education	Degree	Programs	Pursuing	advanced
certifications	in	special	education	can	be	beneficial	for	classroom	teachers	who	want	to	enhance	their	skills	and	career	prospects.	Most	states	require	teachers	to	hold	state	teaching	credentials,	which	verify	their	ability	to	teach	specific	grades	or	subjects.	Obtaining	additional	special	education	certifications,	such	as	the	Leadership	in	Special	and
Inclusive	Education	Certificate	from	the	University	of	Kansas,	can	set	them	apart	from	others	in	their	profession.	This	certification	program	covers	legal	regulations	surrounding	special	education	and	introduces	participants	to	educational	strategies	for	supporting	students	with	special	needs.	Teachers	who	want	to	specialize	in	special	education	may
also	consider	obtaining	a	special	education	licensure	or	endorsement	on	their	teaching	license.	While	additional	certifications	are	usually	optional,	they	can	provide	continuing	education	credits,	lead	to	higher	salaries,	or	make	them	more	competitive	applicants	for	desirable	teaching	positions.	For	students	seeking	financial	aid	to	fund	their	graduate
studies,	there	are	various	options	available.	State	and	federal	governments	offer	financial	aid	programs,	including	grants,	loans,	and	work-study	programs.	Low-income	students	may	be	eligible	for	free	tuition	assistance	in	the	form	of	grants.	Government	student	loans	often	have	lower	interest	rates	than	private	loans.	To	explore	federal	financial	aid
opportunities,	students	can	fill	out	the	Free	Application	for	Federal	Student	Aid	(FAFSA).	In	addition	to	government	aid,	students	can	also	search	for	scholarships	and	fellowships	specifically	designed	for	graduate	students.	Scholarships	are	financial	awards	that	cover	part	or	all	of	tuition	costs,	while	fellowships	often	focus	on	supporting	extra
experiences	such	as	conferences	or	research	projects.	Students	should	apply	for	multiple	scholarships	from	various	organizations,	including	civic	clubs,	professional	associations,	and	corporations.	Their	college	or	university	may	also	offer	scholarship	opportunities.	Even	if	they	are	employed	by	a	school	district,	students	may	be	eligible	for	tuition
assistance.	By	investing	in	their	graduate	education,	teachers	can	gain	valuable	knowledge	and	skills	that	benefit	not	only	themselves	but	also	their	students	and	the	school	community.	You	can	afford	classes.	With	a	master's	degree	in	special	education,	you	can	become	a	classroom	teacher	who	provides	individualized	education	to	students	with
exceptionalities	or	pursue	administrative	roles	in	schools,	community	agencies,	or	education	associations.	Those	with	graduate	degrees	in	special	needs	education	can	earn	a	median	salary	of	$61,000	per	year,	with	the	top	25%	earning	over	$78,000	annually.	Teachers	in	public	schools	typically	earn	more	than	those	in	private	schools,	and
administrators	may	receive	high	salaries	as	well.	A	master's	degree	in	special	education	allows	you	to	get	a	teaching	license,	add	endorsements	to	your	certification,	or	become	a	more	accomplished	teacher	without	completing	another	degree	program.	It	also	leads	to	an	automatic	salary	hike	in	many	districts.	Most	special	education	master's	degrees
require	30-45	credit	hours	of	courses	and	can	be	completed	within	12-18	months.	To	qualify	for	an	initial	teaching	license,	you	may	need	to	work	as	a	student	teacher	before	graduating.	You	can	teach	in	public	or	private	schools,	work	as	a	school	director	or	consultant,	write	curriculum	for	special	education	classes,	teach	at	a	community	college,	or
help	adults	improve	their	literacy	skills	with	a	master's	degree	in	special	education.	Online	Master’s	in	Special	Education:	A	Guide	to	Salary,	Cost,	and	Career	Opportunities	Many	states	have	critical	shortages	of	qualified	special	education	teachers.	Online	master's	programs	can	help	you	develop	skills	for	personalized	instruction	and	effective
classroom	management.	A	graduate	degree	in	special	education	can	provide	the	necessary	training	to	make	a	difference	in	this	field.	To	become	a	high-quality	special	education	teacher,	you'll	need	to	acquire	a	range	of	skills,	including	knowledge	about	different	types	of	disabilities,	assessment	strategies,	and	techniques	for	supporting	student
learning.	Special	education	graduates	are	required	to	develop	individualized	learning	plans	tailored	to	each	student's	needs.	Some	programs	may	require	additional	certifications,	such	as	teaching	English	language	learners	or	developing	curriculum	materials.	Costs	for	pursuing	a	master's	in	special	education	online	can	be	affected	by	the	school
chosen.	Generally,	public	institutions	are	less	expensive	than	private	ones.	According	to	the	National	Center	for	Education	Statistics,	in	the	2020-2021	academic	year,	students	at	public	graduate	schools	paid	an	average	of	$12,394	in	tuition	and	fees	annually,	while	those	at	private	graduate	schools	paid	around	$26,621	per	year	on	average.	One
benefit	of	online	learning	is	that	students	can	save	money	on	commuting	and	parking	costs	by	attending	classes	from	anywhere	with	a	stable	internet	connection.	Additionally,	they	don't	need	to	worry	about	campus	housing	or	meal	plans.	However,	online	students	should	factor	in	other	expenses	such	as	buying	new	computers,	textbooks,	and
software.	Some	schools	may	charge	graduation	fees	or	require	payments	for	access	to	virtual	classroom	platforms.	While	many	courses	utilize	Open	Educational	Resources,	students	may	still	need	to	purchase	books	and	class	materials,	but	buying	used	or	digital	textbooks	can	be	a	cost-effective	option.	Renting	books	or	reselling	them	at	the	end	of	the
semester	can	also	help	learners	recoup	some	costs.	After	completing	their	master's	in	special	education,	individuals	can	pursue	various	roles	within	education,	such	as	working	with	elementary,	middle	school,	high	school,	or	postsecondary	students.	They	may	work	in	specific	subject	areas	like	math	or	arts	within	schools,	or	consider	careers	outside	of
K-12	classrooms	that	require	only	a	master's	degree,	like	instructor	or	adjunct	professor.	Graduates	can	also	explore	positions	as	instructional	coordinators	to	help	implement	teaching	standards	or	roles	such	as	school	superintendents,	which	involve	overseeing	all	schools	within	their	district.	According	to	the	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics	(BLS),	special
education	degree-holders	can	find	employment	in	various	fields	with	median	annual	wages	ranging	from	$62,950	for	special	education	teachers	to	$101,320	for	educational	administrators.	Specialized	roles	such	as	deaf	and	hard-of-hearing	educators,	reading	specialists,	gifted	teachers,	and	educational	diagnosticians	are	also	available.	The	curriculum
for	an	online	master's	in	special	education	typically	includes	coursework	that	teaches	students	how	to	develop	and	modify	curricula,	assessments,	lesson	plans,	and	classrooms	to	meet	the	needs	of	diverse	learners.	This	preparation	enables	them	to	take	on	roles	at	the	district	level,	shaping	curriculum	and	leading	teams	of	educators,	or	crafting
special	education	policy	at	state	and	national	levels.	Regardless	of	career	aspirations,	studying	curriculum	design	equips	learners	with	essential	skills	for	creating	inclusive	educational	environments	for	students	with	moderate-to-severe	disabilities.	This	course	provides	insights	into	developing	effective	instructional	methods	for	diverse	age	groups	and
crafting	tailored	curricula	to	address	behavioral	concerns.	Exceptional	children	may	encounter	learning	obstacles	or	excel	academically,	requiring	educators	to	adapt	their	teaching	approaches	accordingly.	This	curriculum	delves	into	strategies	for	supporting	learners'	social-emotional	needs	through	self-led	approaches	in	the	classroom.	Special
education	law	and	ethics	play	a	crucial	role	in	safeguarding	students'	rights.	Students	explore	pivotal	laws	such	as	the	Rehabilitation	Act,	Americans	with	Disabilities	Act,	and	Individuals	With	Disabilities	Education	Improvement	Act,	which	are	vital	in	special	education	settings.	To	become	a	special	education	teacher,	one	typically	requires	an
accredited	bachelor's	degree	in	any	subject.	Subsequent	to	earning	their	undergraduate	degree,	aspiring	educators	can	pursue	teaching	licensure	through	dedicated	programs.	Many	colleges	offer	master's	degrees	that	enable	students	to	continue	working	while	studying.	Licensure	requirements	vary	across	states;	however,	most	educational
institutions	tailor	their	curriculum	to	meet	local	regulations.	Candidates	must	undergo	a	background	check	and	demonstrate	proficiency	in	areas	such	as	classroom	management	and	instructional	design.	Some	states	facilitate	alternative	routes	for	teacher	certification,	allowing	candidates	to	complete	coursework	concurrently	with	teaching
responsibilities.	Eight	states	have	established	full	reciprocity	agreements,	enabling	educators	to	easily	transfer	licenses	among	participating	jurisdictions.	This	highlights	the	importance	of	understanding	specific	state	requirements	regarding	licensure	and	certification.	A	master's	in	special	education	can	be	a	worthwhile	investment	for	individuals
passionate	about	this	field,	offering	numerous	personal	rewards,	career	security,	and	versatility	in	various	educational	settings.	Earning	a	master's	in	special	education	can	be	a	lucrative	investment,	with	degree-holders	reporting	an	average	weekly	income	of	$1,661	compared	to	non-degree	holders	at	$1,432.	Online	programs	are	available	for	those
seeking	to	balance	work	and	study	responsibilities.	A	typical	full-time	online	program	lasts	around	two	years	but	can	extend	up	to	five	years	if	pursued	part-time.	Students	must	complete	between	36-48	credits	to	graduate.	With	many	institutions	offering	fully	online	or	hybrid	courses,	it's	possible	to	pursue	a	master's	in	special	education	from
anywhere.


