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sociology, Science of society, social institutions, and social relationships, and specifically the systematic study of the development, structure, interaction, and collective behaviour of organized human groups. It emerged at the end of the 19th century through the work of Emile Durkheim in France, Max Weber and Georg Simmel in Germany, and
Robert E. Park and Albion Small in the U.S. Sociologists use observational techniques, surveys and interviews, statistical analysis, controlled experiments, and other methods to study subjects such as the family, ethnic relations, schooling, social status and class, bureaucracy, religious movements, deviance, the elderly, and social change. H. Roger-
Viollet The study of human behavior in social groups is called sociology. This social science tries to describe everything about a society or social subgroup that gives it special characteristics distinct from other groups. The actions of animals are based mainly on instinct. Human behavior, by contrast, seems to be shaped and conditioned by interactions
among persons and groups. Sociology therefore includes the study of customs, traditions, patterns of historical development, and institutions that have emerged within specific societies. A social institution is a group organization or custom such as marriage, family, ways of holding property, educational arrangements, government, or legal system.
Sociology not only studies whole societies, such as the population of the United States, but also focuses on smaller units. Within any population the smallest social unit is the family. It is therefore possible to develop a sociology of the family within a given society. There are also branches of sociology devoted to studying poverty, religion, the working
class, women, immigrants, ethnic groups, teenagers, criminals, and other units. Whatever the unit, a study seeks to describe and explain the behavior of people within the group on the basis of their distinctive customs and their interactions. Sociology looks at how groups of people are similar and how they differ from each other. Since the 1970s, for
example, there have been several studies comparing industrial workers in the United States with those in Japan—trying to account for varying levels of productivity, different attitudes toward work, and different relationships to the workplace. Other studies investigate ways in which family structure among immigrants differs from family structure
typical of their country of origin. Ever since sociology emerged as a scientific discipline in the late 19th century, its purposes have been disputed. Some scholars maintain that its goal is simply to understand the nature and behavior of social groups. Others contend that the purpose of study is to cause social change—to make sociology an instrument
for the improvement of the human environment. The question became: Is sociology descriptive only, or should it also be normative—presenting the standards by which change is to be measured?The methods involved in sociological analysis are some of the same ones used in other sciences. Among them are observation, statistical measurement, data
collection, experimentation, and the examination of human ecology. The chief problem in all methods is controlling the variables. It is easier to study animals and plants than human beings because plant and animal behaviors can be controlled and monitored—and they are predictable. Human behavior, in individuals or in groups, is not predictable—
nor can it be easily controlled. Many more variables are found in sociological research than are seen in a chemistry or biology laboratory.or field research, is a basic means of collecting information. It means putting oneself within a social group to see how it functions, what its institutions are, and what values it cherishes. Herbert Gans published such
a study in 1962. Entitled The Urban Villagers, it was a careful examination of the Italian Americans of Boston’s West End.were introduced into sociology from other disciplines quite early and helped establish it as a science. The gathering of statistics proved useful in measuring trends, changes, attitudes, and other characteristics of a society. The use
of statistics as a means to analyze society dates back to the 17th century. Edmond Halley, among others, used what was called political arithmetic to create mortality tables. Some analysts used birth- and death rates to ascertain how rapidly the population of London recovered from the effects of the Great Plague of 1665. In France the statesman Jean-
Baptiste Colbert ordered the keeping of parish records and of yearly data on marriages, births, and deaths. (See also statistics.)for sociological research is done in a variety of ways, all somewhat unreliable, as allowances must be made for bias. Two common methods of data collection are the interview and the questionnaire. In both cases the
questions must be comprehensible to the least-educated persons within the subject population. Questions must be meaningful to individuals of differing backgrounds; they must avoid topics that are likely to arouse resistance or hostility; and they must be precisely worded in order to avoid wide variations in the answers.in social interaction are usually
conducted in artificial situations, frequently laboratories and classrooms. Small-group research, such as the group dynamics sessions founded by social psychologist Kurt Lewin, produces tentative results because the participants normally know in advance they are part of an experiment. Success in experiments is usually greatest in simple situations in
which the number of variables has been minimized.of sociological research were developed in urban studies. Research on cities consists in part of mapping the distribution of population with regard to ethnicity, business and industry, and certain behavior patterns—for example, family disorganization, mental disorders, crime and delinquency, and
vice. All of these were shown to be part of a general urban ecology, and it has become possible through ecological mapping to pinpoint the sociological characteristics of a geographic area.Because sociology focuses on all the characteristics of a human society, it has considerable overlap with other disciplines. Four closely related fields in the social
sciences are anthropology, criminology, demography, and social psychology.comes from the Greek and means the “study of humans.” It is often subdivided into cultural anthropology and physical anthropology. Cultural anthropology is concerned with the growth of human society—group behavior, the origins of religions, social customs and
conventions, technical developments, and family relationships. Physical anthropology deals with the biological aspects of humans—racial differences, human origins, and evolution. The goals of anthropologists are much the same as those of sociologists, but the means they use are different. Anthropology in its study of modern cultures uses direct
observation of human beings, their activities, and their products. The study of past societies is dependent on the work of archaeologists because it needs artifacts—pottery, weapons, fabrics, and other objects—as well as skeletal remains of the people as evidence for its findings. Some anthropologists study surviving preliterate societies. (See also
anthropology; archaeology.)is the scientific study of the causes of crime and how it may be prevented. It is basically a subfield of sociology, but it has grown so large that it is usually treated as a separate course in higher education. It originated in the 18th century, when controversy arose between those who wanted to use prisons and punishments
for reform and deterrence and those who insisted that punishment should include retribution (see prison and punishment). In the 19th century one school of criminology insisted that criminals are shaped by their environments and thus should be given the chance for rehabilitation. An opposite school denied this view and claimed that the rights of
criminals must be balanced by the rights of society. (See also criminology.)studies the distribution of population by age, sex, marital status, and other characteristics. It also focuses on population changes—movement from place to place, trends in fertility rates, and birth- and death rates. One emphasis relates population size to the potential for
economic growth. The term population explosion, for example, suggests that a given society may become too large to be fed, clothed, and housed by its resources. Other aspects of demography examine problems of urban congestion, illegal immigration, and the size of the labor force in relation to employment potential.Although the word demography
was not in use until about 1880, the science originated in the second half of the 17th century with the work of John Graunt in London. He studied weekly birth and death records for the century and created the first mortality table. In the next century a German, Johann Stissmilch, used similar statistical materials to construct a mortality table for all of
Prussia. (Mortality tables summarize the life spans of individuals within a given population. They are used by insurance companies as a statistical device to calculate premiums on the basis of projected life span.) Demographic studies today are based primarily on censuses and the registration of vital statistics (births and deaths).is the scientific study
of individual behavior in a social and cultural setting. Its concern is the effect of society on the personality, motivations, and attitudes of the individual. Social psychologists seek to answer such questions as: How are children affected when both parents work? What is the impact of the assembly line on the mental and emotional makeup of industrial
workers? What effects do mass media have on political and social attitudes?Sociology as a word was coined by the French philosopher Auguste Comte in 1837 (see Comte, Auguste). Up to that time the subject matter of sociology had belonged to philosophy. Ancient literature contained many brilliant insights concerning group life, social organization,
and interpersonal relations.Systematic thought on society was begun by the Greek philosophers, especially Plato and Aristotle. But they and their followers for many centuries persisted in identifying society with the political order. It was an easy mistake to make because the people who really mattered—so it was thought—were the rulers, soldiers,
and priests who made up society’s command structures. Not until the late 18th century did philosophers begin to make a clear distinction between society and its political form. The chief early representative of this shift in emphasis was the French writer Jean-Jacques Rousseau in such books as The Social Contract and Discourse on the Origin of
Inequality (see Rousseau, Jean-Jacques).Because Comte coined the term, he is called the father of sociology. He conceived of it as a general social science that—like philosophy—would bring together all knowledge about humanity. It was left to later writers to define sociology as a field distinct from other social sciences. Four of the most influential in
doing this were Emile Durkheim, Max Weber, Charles Horton Cooley, and Albion Small.If someone other than Comte can be considered the founder of sociology, it is probably Durkheim. He stated that sociology should be a discipline devoted solely to the study of “social facts.” These facts include forms of behavior, thought, and feeling and are to be
studied as collective characteristics of a society, not as individual manifestations (see Durkheim, Emile).Weber viewed sociology as a science for understanding and interpreting social behavior in order to predict future behavior. He recognized the usefulness of statistics. His research on bureaucracy and social stratification contributed significantly to
the ongoing investigation of these subjects (see Weber, Max).Cooley’s major contribution was in making human ecology a field of sociology. His definitions of primary group, the looking-glass self, communication, and the relation of society to the individual gave future sociologists much of their conceptual framework.Small, as a professor at the
University of Chicago, helped make sociology a distinct academic course and a profession. He introduced European sociological thought into the United States. With George E. Vincent he wrote An Introduction to the Study of Society (1894), which was the first sociology textbook in the United States.Beginning in the last quarter of the 19th century,
sociology quickly established itself in the colleges and universities of the United States. The subject matter of sociology was often combined with other courses—usually history or politics—and the teachers remained mainly social philosophers. The first course actually called sociology was taught at Yale University in 1876 by William Graham Sumner.
By 1892 sociology was taught at 18 colleges and universities. In that year Small arrived at the then new University of Chicago and was given the responsibility of establishing a department of sociology—the first such department in the world. Other departments were soon established at Columbia, the universities of Kansas and Michigan; and at Yale
and Brown. By the end of the century nearly all colleges and universities had departments, or at least courses, in sociology.The American Journal of Sociology began publication at the University of Chicago in 1895. The school would long remain one of the world’s leading centers in the subject. Over the years the strong faculty included George H.
Mead, William I. Thomas, and Ellsworth Farris. The American Sociological Society, founded in 1905, was the predecessor of many regional, national, international, and specialized sociological organizations. The International Sociological Association was founded in 1949. (See also social sciences.)Abrams, Philip. Historical Sociology (Cornell Univ.
Press, 1983). Chambliss, Rollin. Social Thought: From Hammurabi to Comte (Irvington, 1982). Doob, C.B. Sociology: An Introduction (Harper, 1988). Henslin, J.M. Down to Earth Sociology: Introductory Readings (Free Press, 1988). Larson, C.]. Sociological Theory from the Enlightenment to the Present (General Hall, 1987). Mitchell, D.F. Urban
Sociology (Macmillan, 1988). Philosophy & Religion Humanities Sociology has not achieved triumphs comparable to those of the older and more heavily supported sciences. Several interpretations have been offered to explain the difference—most frequently, that the growth of sociological knowledge is more random than cumulative. Yet, in some
parts of the discipline—such as methodology, human ecology, demography, social differentiation and mobility, attitude research, small-group interaction, public opinion, and mass communication—a slow but significant accumulation of organized and tested knowledge has taken hold. By comparison, some other fields lack this expanding volume of
literature. Still, the slow development of published sociological research may stem from a variety of factors: excess use of jargon, a disposition for pseudoquantification, excessive imitation of natural science methodology, and overdependence on interview data, questionnaires, or informal observations. Contemporary sociology is indeed marked by all
these shortcomings, but in general there has been progress toward clearer communication and improved methodology, both of which yield more reliable data. As a result, conclusions are drawn from research methods applied to replicated studies that are, in turn, less dependent on the strength of one particular methodological device. Bias is
sometimes presumed to be a chronic affliction of sociology. This may arise in part from the fact that the subject matter of sociology is familiar and important in everyone’s daily life. As a result, variations in philosophical outlook and individual preferences can contribute to an irrational bias. Thus, critics have expressed disapproval of the sociologists’
skepticism on various matters of faith, of their amoral relativism concerning customs, of their apparent oversimplifications of some principles, and of their particular fashions in categorization and abstraction. But skepticism toward much of the content of folk knowledge is a characteristic of all science, and relativism can be interpreted as merely an
avoidance of antiscientific ethnocentrism. Furthermore, abstraction, categorization, and simplification are necessary to the advancement of knowledge, and no one system satisfies everyone. The dispute about the main purpose of sociology—whether it works to understand behaviour or to cause social change—is a dispute found in every pursuit of
scientific knowledge, and such polarization is far from absolute. Scholars differ in the degree to which they regard the value of science as an intellectual understanding of the cosmos or as an instrument for immediate improvement of the human lot. Since even the “purest” scientist conceives of his work as benefiting mankind, the issue narrows to a
difference in preference between an ad hoc attack on immediate human problems and a long-run trust that basic knowledge, gathered without reference to present urgencies, is even more valuable. In some countries there is much pressure toward early practicality of results; in others, including the United States, the larger number of scholars and
the principal sociological associations have shown preference for “basic science.” A degree of polarization has also arisen over the proper strategy for research—whether research should take its direction from the needs of society and humankind or from the evolving theoretical corpus of sociology. In nations that allow academic freedom, such
disputes are usually of low intensity, because scholars select research interests on any basis they prefer, including that of personal taste. In this way presumably the motivation of the investigator is maximized. Sociologists most interested in action express impatience at the claims of others who prefer to separate their research from personal values.
Much of the dispute prevails only because the two sides argue past each other. There can be wide agreement that no human being is without personal values, that research forced to confirm a particular set of values is not good science, and that there can be scientific issues toward which a particular investigator is value-neutral. In research that is
susceptible to contamination by the values of the worker, it is generally possible to minimize the damage by employing methodological devices that prevent the researcher from imposing his or her wishes on a particular outcome. These devices include objective observational techniques, measurement methods, and independent or blind analysis of
results. Sociology will continue to grow in the foreseeable future. Among present trends contributing to this growth are the increase in public appreciation of the subject, the continuing growth of funds for teaching and research, the steady reduction of sectarian opposition to study of social institutions, the refinement of methodologies that permit
statistical analysis, and the growth of acceptance from scientists in other fields. Although factors such as extreme nationalism and internal conflict can inhibit growth in sociology, such conditions have impeded development only locally and temporarily. Furthermore, it appears likely that public interest in the development of sociological knowledge
will increase as more people come to realize what sociology can contribute to human safety and welfare. Advances in science and technology will always be accompanied by unforeseen and unintended consequences. Progress can indeed diminish the effects of natural catastrophes such as famine and disease, but progress can also bring about a wide
range of new problems. These are not the menaces of an impersonal nature but dangers that arise from imperfection in human behaviour, particularly in organized human relations. In addition, wars have shown a tendency to become larger and ever more destructive, and the causes, though far from being understood, clearly lie, in large measure, in
the complexities of social organization, in the interaction of great corporate national bodies. It can be argued that politics, unaided by social science and other disciplines, cannot reverse this trend. Problems within nations are seen as increasing sources of human troubles. There is a general rise in the severity of ethnic hostilities and of internal
conflicts between generations, political factions, and other divisions of the populations. Human welfare is also threatened by widespread poverty, crime, vice, political corruption, and breakdowns in the family and in other institutions. Contemporary sociology does not yet provide the solutions, but its practitioners believe that the prospects for human
betterment depend in large part on the increasing application of social science knowledge to these enduring problems. Applications of sociology also appear to be spreading in several directions. Many sociologists are employed by national and international bodies to recommend programs, evaluate their progress and effects, gather data for planning,
and propose methods for initiating change. Sociologists aid industry by obtaining data on clients and workers. Some of this work includes social surveys, offering advice on personnel or public relations problems, providing labour unions with advice, helping communities undertake reform, counseling families, and donating or selling advice to
consumer groups. As long as organizations need information on their various publics, there will be strong demand for sociological knowledge. Progress into the deeper sociological questions will require greater resources, larger research teams, and special research agencies. This compares to the increased complexity of research organization that
occurred in the older sciences. In addition, large-scale sociological research will continue to be enhanced by the availability of computers and the Internet and by the use of complex statistical techniques. Philosophy & Religion Humanities American sociology began undergoing significant development in the 1940s. The monumental growth of
university enrollment and research after World War II was fueled by generous federal and private funding of research. Sociologists sought to enhance their status as scientists by pursuing empirical research and by conducting qualitative analysis of significant social problems. Many universities developed large research organizations that spurred
important advances in survey research application, measurement, and social statistics. At the forefront were Columbia University (focusing on cultural surveys) and the University of Chicago (specializing in quantitative analysis of social conditions and detailed studies of urban problems). The struggle over the meaningful use of statistics and theory in
research began at this time and remained a continuing debate in the discipline. The gap between empirical research and theory persisted, in part because functionalist theory seemed divorced from the empirical research programs that defined mid-20th-century sociology. Functionalism underwent some modification when sociologist Talcott Parsons
enunciated the “functional prerequisites” that any social system must meet in order to survive: developing routinized interpersonal arrangements (structures), defining relations to the external environment, fixing boundaries, and recruiting and controlling members. Along with Robert K. Merton and others, Parsons classified such structures on the
basis of their functions. This approach, called structural-functional analysis (and also known as systems theory), was applied so broadly that Marion Levy and Kingsley Davis suggested it was synonymous with the scientific study of social organization. That structural-functional emphasis changed in the 1960s, however, with new challenges to the
functionalist notion that a society’s survival depended on institutional practices. This belief, along with the notion that the stratification system selected the most talented and meritorious individuals to meet society’s needs, was seen by some as a conservative ideology that legitimated the status quo and thereby prevented social reform. It also ignored
the potential of the individual within society. In a response to the criticism of structural-functionalism, some sociologists proposed a “conflict sociology.” In this view, the dominant institutions repress the weaker groups. This view gained prominence in the United States with the social turmoil of the civil rights struggle and the Vietham War over the
1960s and ’70s and prompted many younger sociologists to adopt this neo-Marxist view. Their interpretation of class conflict seemed consistent with the principal tenet of general conflict theory: that conflict pervades all of society, including the family, the economy, polity, and education. The early schools of thought each presented a systematic
formulation of sociology that implied possession of exclusive truth and that involved a conviction of the need to destroy rival systems. By 1975 the era of growth, optimism, and surface consensus in sociology had come to an end. The functionalist-conflict debate signaled further and permanent divisions in the discipline, and virtually all textbooks
presented it as the main theoretical divide, despite Lewis A. Coser’s widely known proposition that social conflict, while divisive, also has an integrating and stabilizing effect on society. Conflict is not necessarily negative, argued Coser in The Functions of Social Conflict (1936), because it can ultimately foster social cohesiveness by identifying social
problems to be overcome. In the late 1970s, however, attention to other, everyday social processes such as those elaborated by the Chicago School (competition, accommodation, and assimilation) ceased appearing in textbooks. In its extreme form, conflict theory helped revive the critical theory of the Frankfurt School that wholly rejected all
sociological theories of the time as proponents of the status quo. These theoretical divisions themselves became institutionalized in the study and practice of sociology, which suggested that debates on approach would likely remain unresolved. One of the consequences of the functionalist-conflict divide, recognized by the 1970s as unbridgeable, was a
decline in general theory building. Others were growing specialization and controversy over methodology and approach. Communication between the specialties also diminished, even as ideological disputes and other disagreements persisted within the specialty areas. New academic journals were introduced to meet the needs of the emerging
specializations, but this further obscured the core of the discipline by causing scholars to focus on microsociological issues. Interestingly, theory building grew within the specialties—fractured as they were—especially as international comparative research increased contact with other social sciences. Philosophy & Religion Humanities sociology, a
social science that studies human societies, their interactions, and the processes that preserve and change them. It does this by examining the dynamics of constituent parts of societies such as institutions, communities, populations, and gender, racial, or age groups. Sociology also studies social status or stratification, social movements, and social
change, as well as societal disorder in the form of crime, deviance, and revolution.Social life overwhelmingly regulates the behaviour of humans, largely because humans lack the instincts that guide most animal behaviour. Humans therefore depend on social institutions and organizations to inform their decisions and actions. Given the important role
organizations play in influencing human action, it is sociology’s task to discover how organizations affect the behaviour of persons, how they are established, how organizations interact with one another, how they decay, and, ultimately, how they disappear. Among the most basic organizational structures are economic, religious, educational, and
political institutions, as well as more specialized institutions such as the family, the community, the military, peer groups, clubs, and volunteer associations.Sociology, as a generalizing social science, is surpassed in its breadth only by anthropology—a discipline that encompasses archaeology, physical anthropology, and linguistics. The broad nature of
sociological inquiry causes it to overlap with other social sciences such as economics, political science, psychology, geography, education, and law. Sociology’s distinguishing feature is its practice of drawing on a larger societal context to explain social phenomena.Sociologists also utilize some aspects of these other fields. Psychology and sociology,
for instance, share an interest in the subfield of social psychology, although psychologists traditionally focus on individuals and their mental mechanisms. Sociology devotes most of its attention to the collective aspects of human behaviour, because sociologists place greater emphasis on the ways external groups influence the behaviour of
individuals.The field of social anthropology has been historically quite close to sociology. Until about the first quarter of the 20th century, the two subjects were usually combined in one department (especially in Britain), differentiated mainly by anthropology’s emphasis on the sociology of preliterate peoples. Recently, however, this distinction has
faded, as social anthropologists have turned their interests toward the study of modern culture.Two other social sciences, political science and economics, developed largely from the practical interests of nations. Increasingly, both fields have recognized the utility of sociological concepts and methods. A comparable synergy has also developed with
respect to law, education, and religion and even in such contrasting fields as engineering and architecture. All of these fields can benefit from the study of institutions and social interaction. Though sociology draws on the Western tradition of rational inquiry established by the ancient Greeks, it is specifically the offspring of 18th- and 19th-century
philosophy and has been viewed, along with economics and political science, as a reaction against speculative philosophy and folklore. Consequently, sociology separated from moral philosophy to become a specialized discipline. While he is not credited with the founding of the discipline of sociology, French philosopher Auguste Comte is recognized
for having coined the term sociology. The founders of sociology spent decades searching for the proper direction of the new discipline. They tried several highly divergent pathways, some driven by methods and contents borrowed from other sciences, others invented by the scholars themselves. To better view the various turns the discipline has
taken, the development of sociology may be divided into four periods: the establishment of the discipline from the late 19th century until World War I, interwar consolidation, explosive growth from 1945 to 1975, and the subsequent period of segmentation. Some of the earliest sociologists developed an approach based on Darwinian evolutionary
theory. In their attempts to establish a scientifically based academic discipline, a line of creative thinkers, including Herbert Spencer, Benjamin Kidd, Lewis H. Morgan, E.B. Tylor, and L.T. Hobhouse, developed analogies between human society and the biological organism. They introduced into sociological theory such biological concepts as variance,
natural selection, and inheritance—asserting that these evolutionary factors resulted in the progress of societies from stages of savagery and barbarism to civilization by virtue of the survival of the fittest. Some writers believed that these stages of society could be seen in the developmental stages of each individual. Strange customs were explained
by assuming that they were throwbacks to useful practices of an earlier period, such as the make-believe struggle sometimes enacted between the bridegroom and the bride’s relatives reflecting the earlier custom of bride capture. In its popular period of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, social Darwinism, along with the doctrines of Adam Smith
and Thomas Malthus, touted unrestricted competition and laissez-faire so that the “fittest” would survive and civilization would continue to advance. Although the popularity of social Darwinism waned in the 20th century, the ideas on competition and analogies from biological ecology were appropriated by the Chicago School of sociology (a University
of Chicago program focusing on urban studies, founded by Albion Small in 1892) to form the theory of human ecology that endures as a viable study approach. The Greek philosophers and their European successors discussed much of the subject matter of sociology without thinking of it as a distinct discipline. In the early 19th century, the subject
matter of the social sciences was discussed under the heading of moral philosophy. Even after Comte introduced the word sociology in 1838, sociological studies were combined with other subjects for some 60 years. Not until universities undertook a commitment to the subject could one make a living as a full-time sociologist. This commitment had to
be made first by scholars in other fields such as history and economics. As early as 1876, at the newly established Johns Hopkins University, some sociology was taught in the department of history and politics. In 1889 at the University of Kansas, the word appeared in the title of the department of history and sociology. In 1890 at Colby College,
historian Albion Small taught a course called sociology, as did Franklin H. Giddings in the same year at Bryn Mawr College. But the first real commitment to the creation of a field of sociology took place in 1892 at the then new University of Chicago, where the recently arrived Albion Small received permission to create a department of sociology—the
first such in the world. Within two years sociology departments had been founded at Columbia, Kansas, and Michigan, and shortly thereafter they were begun at Yale, Brown, and many other universities. By the late 1890s nearly all higher-educational institutions in the United States either had departments of sociology or offered courses in the
subject. In 1895 the American Journal of Sociology began publication at the University of Chicago; in time a large number of journals followed in many other countries. Ten years later the American Sociological Society was organized, also to be followed by a large number of national, regional, international, and specialized sociological organizations.
These groups institutionalized the subject and continue to guide its directions and define its boundaries. Eventually in 1949 the International Sociological Association was established under the sponsorship of UNESCO, and Louis Wirth of the University of Chicago was elected its first president. The rapid increase of full-time sociologists, along with
the growth of sociology publications, allowed the content of the discipline also to expand rapidly. Research grew throughout the 20th century at an accelerated pace, especially after World War II, partly because of strong financial support from foundations, government, commercial sources, and individuals. This period was also marked by the rising
popularity of anthropology, and many universities formed joint anthropology-sociology departments. By the 1960s, however, growing interest in anthropology had resulted in the formation of separate anthropology departments at the larger research universities. At the same time, interest in sociological research continued to develop. By 1970 there
were more than a dozen important sociological journals and an indefinite number of minor journals worldwide. Along with this growth came a flourishing of research institutions—some affiliated with university departments and some independent—which allowed a small but increasing number of sociologists to pursue full-time research free from
teaching responsibilities. In France, where Comte and later Durkheim gave early impetus to sociology, sociological research developed in a number of fields. The two world wars slowed that development somewhat, but after 1945 a strong revival of interest in sociology took place, during which the French government established a number of research
institutes in the social sciences parallel to those in the natural sciences, including several in Paris—notably the Centre d’Etudes Sociologiques, the Institut National d’Etudes Démographiques, and the Maison des Sciences de ’'Homme. These government-funded institutes employ many full-time sociologists, some of them among the more prominent
scholars in the nation. The growth of sociological research at French universities has been somewhat more conservative; the Sorbonne, for example, in 1970 had only one chair officially assigned to sociology. The University of Nanterre, however, established a department with four professorships. German sociology had a strong base in the late 19th
century and afterward, and the writings of Tonnies, Weber, Georg Simmel, and others had an international impact. By the early 1930s, however, official Nazi hostility had impeded German sociology’s development, and by the time of World War II the Nazis had destroyed sociology as an academic subject. Immediately after the war a new generation of
scholars, aided by visiting sociologists, imported the new empirical research methods and began to develop a style of German sociology much different from the earlier theoretical and philosophical traditions. At the University of Frankfurt, Max Horkheimer’s Institut fur Sozialforschung (social research), established by private financing before the war,
was revived. The University of Cologne also established a department notable for its survey research. West German universities remained conservative for a time, but two newly created ones—the Free University of Berlin and the University of Constance—made sociology one of their major disciplines. By 1970 most West German universities had at
least one chair in sociology. National needs received special emphasis, including studies of unemployment, youth problems, and delinquency. A significant amount of German research also is published in such fields as rural sociology, political sociology, and the family. Despite the early prominence of Herbert Spencer and L.T. Hobhouse, the leading
universities of the United Kingdom virtually ignored sociology until the mid-20th century. Before World War II, Britain excelled in anthropology, especially in the study of the British Empire’s nonwhite societies. British sociology concentrated on studies of the poor, and much of it was undertaken by people with experience in social work rather than
social research. The major prewar sociology department, at the London School of Economics, prioritized social reform over scientific research. In the postwar period, however, a considerable revival of sociology took place; Oxford and Cambridge recognized the subject by creating positions for sociologists, and various new universities established
chairs and departments. Significant work in Britain has emerged in such fields as population and demography, sociology of organization, politics and industry, social stratification, and general sociology. The Tavistock Institute of Human Relations in London has become world famous and concentrates on human relations in the family, the work group,
and organizations. A parallel growth took place in Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. Canada, with some apparent reluctance, allowed itself to be much influenced by American sociology and has built many new departments with sociologists trained in the United States. To a considerable extent Scandinavia and the Netherlands have also adopted
the methods and some of the content of American sociology, and the subject has developed rapidly at universities and research institutes. There is also a considerable exchange between sociologists in these countries, because their works are typically published regionally as well as in the United Kingdom, the United States, and Germany. Japanese
interest in sociology dates back to the 1870s. The Japanese Sociological Society (Nippon Shakai Gakkai), headquartered at the University of Tokyo, was founded in 1923; by 1960 there were about 150 universities and colleges with courses in the subject. In the early period sociology was nearly all imported; Comte and Spencer, and later Giddings and
Gabriel Tarde, were the most influential theorists. After World War II there were rapid changes in sociology in Japan, with empirical research methods largely replacing the earlier philosophical approach. Importations from American sociology were abundant. Popular among these were industrial sociology, social stratification, educational sociology,
public opinion research, and the study of mass communication. Sociology in the former Soviet Union was long held back by the perceived incompatibility of the subject with Marxist theory. Eventually it was permitted to develop, and the number of sociological institutes and chairs of sociology increased. By 1970 the Soviet Sociological Association had
more than a thousand members. Leading research interests included labour productivity, education, crime, and alcoholism. Soviet sociology generally avoided issues that might have implied conflict with Marxist thought, concentrating for a time on demography and time-budget studies. The nations of the Soviet bloc were also periodically inhospitable
to sociology, but the strong interest of younger scholars alleviated some of this opposition, and in the second half of the 20th century sociology made considerable progress in Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic, and Slovakia. In Israel the dominant department of sociology is at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, where there are also several
research institutes. Departments were also established at the University of Haifa and Tel Aviv University. Israeli sociology maintains continuous close contacts with American sociology, and many of the leading Israeli sociologists have trained or taught in the United States. Among the specialties of Israeli sociology are research in methodology,
communication, and criminology. Similarly prominent is the study of collective settlements (kibbutzim), in which new forms of custom and social organization are observed as they develop. Studies of stratification and the labour market have also explored the inequality between Israelis and Arabs. In Italy, interest in sociology developed in the mid-
20th century at several universities, and academic chairs and research institutes gradually increased. Of particular interest to Italian sociology are studies of industrial efficiency, social movements, and social mobility. The model of centralized control over universities, however, has hindered the development of the discipline, both in Italy and in Spain.
In Latin America objective sociology was long resisted, partly because it was viewed as a threat to the political and social order but also because of meagre financial support for research and the low salary level of professors, many of whom were forced to supplement their earnings by engaging in other occupations. In the 1960s, however, the number
of full-time chairs increased, and a number of research institutes, some financed by U.S. funds, were established. Political instability in some countries remains a major hindrance, and in such countries able scholars continue to be forced from their university positions from time to time. Little by little, sociology has penetrated some of the less-
developed nations. A number of African universities have formed departments, and the subject is gaining in importance in the Philippines, India, Indonesia, and Pakistan. Some of the more significant developments have occurred in India, where a number of important research institutes have been established. criminology Criminology, scientific study
of the nonlegal aspects of crime and delinquency, including its causes, correction, and prevention, from the viewpoints of such diverse disciplines as anthropology, biology,... Philosophy & Religion Humanities Since social stratification is the most binding and central concern of sociology, changes in the study of social stratification reflect trends in the
entire discipline. The founders of sociology—including Weber—thought that the United States, unlike Europe, was a classless society with a high degree of upward mobility. During the Great Depression, however, Robert and Helen Lynd, in their famous Middletown (1937) studies, documented the deep divide between the working and the business
classes in all areas of community life. W. Lloyd Warner and colleagues at Harvard University applied anthropological methods to study the Social Life of a Modern Community (1941) and found six social classes with distinct subcultures: upper upper and lower upper, upper middle and lower middle, and upper lower and lower lower classes. In 1953
Floyd Hunter’s study of Atlanta, Georgia, shifted the emphasis in stratification from status to power; he documented a community power structure that controlled the agenda of urban politics. Likewise, C. Wright Mills in 1956 proposed that a “power elite” dominated the national agenda in Washington, a cabal comprising business, government, and
the military. From the 1960s to the 1980s, research in social stratification was influenced by the attainment model of stratification, initiated at the University of Wisconsin by William H. Sewell. Designed to measure how individuals attain occupational status, this approach assigned each occupation a socioeconomic score and then measured the
distance between sons’ and fathers’ scores, also using the educational achievement of fathers to explain intergenerational mobility. Peter M. Blau and Otis Dudley Duncan used this technique in the study published as The American Occupational Structure (1967). Attempting to build a general theory, Gerhard Lenski shifted attention to whole societies
and proposed an evolutionary theory in Power and Privilege (1966) demonstrating that the dominant forms of production (hunting and gathering, horticulture, agriculture, and industry) were consistently associated with particular systems of stratification. This theory was enthusiastically accepted, but only by a minority of sociologists. Addressing the
contemporary world, Marion Levy theorized in Modernization and the Structures of Societies (1960) that underdeveloped nations would inevitably develop institutions that paralleled those of the more economically advanced nations, which ultimately would lead to a global convergence of societies. Challenging the theory as a conservative defense of
the West, Immanuel Wallerstein’s The Modern World System (1974) proposed a more pessimistic world-system theory of stratification. Wallerstein averred that advanced industrial nations would develop most rapidly and thereby widen global inequality by holding the developing nations in a permanent state of dependency. Having been challenged as
a male-dominated approach, traditional stratification theory was massively reconstructed in the 1970s to address the institutional gender inequalities found in all societies. Rae Lesser Blumberg, drawing on the work of Lenski and economist Esther Boserup, theorized the basis of persistent inequality in Stratification, Socioeconomic, and Sexual
Inequality (1978). Janet Saltzman Chafetz took economic, psychological, and sociological factors into account in Gender Equity: An Integrated Theory of Stability and Change (1990). Traditional theories of racial inequality were challenged and revised by William Julius Wilson in The Truly Disadvantaged (1987). His book uncovered mechanisms that
maintained segregation and disorganization in African American communities. Disciplinary specialization, especially in the areas of gender, race, and Marxism, came to dominate sociological inquiry. For example, Eric Olin Wright, in Classes (1985), introduced a 12-class scheme of occupational stratification based on ownership, supervisory control of
work, and monopolistic knowledge. Wright’s book, an attack on the individualistic bias of attainment theory written from a Marxist perspective, drew on the traits of these 12 classes to explain income inequality. The nuanced differences between social groups were further investigated in Divided We Stand (1985) by William Form, whose analysis of
labour markets revealed deep permanent fissures within working classes previously thought to be uniform. emotion: Social structures of emotion Some investigative specializations, however, were short-lived. Despite their earlier popularity, ethnographic studies of communities, such as those by Hunter, Warner, and the Lynds, were increasingly
abandoned in the 1960s and virtually forgotten by the 1970s. Intensive case studies of bureaucracies begun in the '70s followed a similar path. Like economists, sociologists have increasingly turned to large-scale surveys and government data banks as sources for their research. Social stratification theory and research continue to undergo change and
have seen substantive reappraisal ever since the breakup of the Soviet system. The significant growth of sociological inquiry after World War II prompted interest in historical and political sociology. Charles Tilly in From Mobilization to Revolution (1978), Jack Goldstone in Revolutions: Theoretical, Comparative and Historical Studies (1993), and
Arthur Stinchcombe in Constructing Social Theories (1987) made comparative studies of revolutions and proposed structural theories to explain the origins and spread of revolution. Sociologists who brought international and historical perspectives to their study of institutions such as education, welfare, religion, the family, and the military were
forced to reconsider long-held theories and methodologies. As was the case in almost all areas of specialization, new journals were founded. Sociological specialties were enriched by contact with other social sciences, especially political science and economics. Political sociology, for example, studied the social basis of party voting and partisan
politics, spurring comparison of decision-making processes in city, state, and national governments. Still, sociologists split along ideological lines, much as they had in the functionalist-conflict divide, with some reporting that decisions were made pluralistically and democratically and others insisting that decisions were made by economic and political
elites. Eventually, voting and community power studies were abandoned by sociologists, and those areas were left largely to political scientists. From its inception, the study of social movements looked closely at interpersonal relations formed in the mobilization phase of collective action. Beginning in the 1970s, scholars focused more deeply on the
long-term consequences of social movements, especially on evaluating the ways such movements have propelled societal change. The rich area of historical and international research that resulted includes the study of social turmoil’s influence on New Deal legislation; the rise, decline, and resurrection of women’s rights movements; analysis of both
failed and successful revolutions; the impact of government and other institutions on social movements; national differences in how social movements spur discontent; the response of nascent movements to political changes; and variations in the rates of growth and decline of movements over time and in different nations. In short, countering the
general trend, social movement research became better integrated into other specialties, especially in political and organizational sociology. Stratification studies and organizational sociology were broadened to include economic phenomena such as labour markets and the behaviour of businesses. Econometric methods were also introduced from
economics. Thus, to predict income, sociologists would examine status variables (such as race, ethnicity, or gender) or group affiliations (looking at degree of unionization, whether groups are licensed or unlicensed, and the type of industry, community, or firm involved). Other economic variables tapped by sociologists include human capital
(education, training, and experience) and economic segmentation. As a result of his interaction with economists, for example, James S. Coleman was the first sociologist since Parsons to build a comprehensive social theory. Coleman’s Foundations of Social Theory (1990), based on economic models, suggests that the individual makes rational choices
in all phases of social life.
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