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Beginner	photoshop	tutorials	step	by	step

Layer	Masks	Tutorial:	A	Beginner's	Guide	to	Photoshop	=====================	Written	by	Steve	Patterson	Learn	how	to	use	layer	masks	in	Photoshop	with	this	easy-to-follow	tutorial.	###	Getting	Started	with	Layer	Masks	Layer	masks	can	seem	intimidating	at	first,	but	they're	actually	quite	simple.	In	fact,	a	layer	mask	is	just	black	and
white	-	anything	above	the	threshold	becomes	fully	opaque,	while	anything	below	it	becomes	transparent.	In	this	tutorial,	we'll	cover	the	basics	of	how	layer	masks	work	and	explore	their	many	practical	and	creative	uses.	We'll	also	compare	them	to	similar	features	in	Photoshop,	like	the	Opacity	option	in	the	Layers	panel	and	the	Eraser	Tool.	###
Choosing	Images	For	this	tutorial,	you'll	need	two	images.	Since	our	goal	is	just	to	understand	how	layer	masks	work,	any	two	photos	will	do.	Here's	an	example	using	a	dog	in	bath	and	a	kitten	with	bubbles:	Photo	1:	Dog	in	Bath	Photo	2:	Kitten	with	Bubbles	###	Creating	Separate	Layers	for	Each	Image	To	get	both	images	into	the	same	Photoshop
document,	go	to	File	>	Scripts	>	Load	Files	into	Stack.	Select	the	two	images	you	want	to	use	and	click	OK.	Once	loaded,	Photoshop	will	create	separate	layers	for	each	image	in	your	Layers	panel:	Layers	Panel	Showing	Each	Photo	on	Its	Own	Layer	The	cat	photo	appears	above	the	dog	photo	in	the	Layers	panel,	with	the	latter	slightly	wider	and
partially	visible	due	to	its	positioning.	Upon	re-examining	the	Layers	panel,	it	is	clear	that	Photoshop	has	assigned	file-based	layer	names.	To	streamline	the	process,	I	will	rename	these	layers.	Starting	from	the	top,	I'll	double-click	on	each	layer's	name,	enter	"Cat"	(or	a	suitable	alternative),	press	Tab	to	highlight	the	next	layer,	and	type	"Dog"	for	its
new	name.	Once	complete,	both	layers	are	renamed	with	"Cat"	at	the	top	and	"Dog"	at	the	bottom.	Before	proceeding	with	blending	images,	I	need	to	reposition	them	within	the	document.	To	do	so,	I'll	select	the	Move	Tool	and	click	on	the	"Cat"	layer	to	make	it	active.	Then,	I'll	drag	the	image	over	to	the	right	while	holding	Shift	to	constrain	the
movement	to	a	horizontal	line.	Next,	I'll	move	the	dog	photo	to	the	left	by	clicking	inside	the	document,	holding	Shift,	and	dragging	it	towards	its	desired	position.	The	resulting	alignment	showcases	the	transparency	represented	by	the	checkerboard	pattern	on	the	right	side	of	the	document,	indicating	where	layers	overlap	or	hide	behind	one
another.	Now	that	we	have	our	two	images	visible,	let's	explore	how	to	blend	them	together	using	a	layer	mask.	First,	what	is	a	layer	mask?	Simply	put,	it's	an	invisible	filter	on	top	of	a	layer	that	lets	us	control	its	transparency	in	a	more	detailed	way	than	the	Opacity	option	or	Eraser	Tool	can	handle.	A	layer	mask	allows	us	to	customize	the	visibility
of	a	single	part	of	the	layer	without	affecting	everything	else.	Unlike	the	Opacity	option,	which	applies	to	the	entire	layer	at	once,	a	layer	mask	gives	us	finer	control	over	the	blending	process.	It	lets	us	choose	exactly	how	much	transparency	we	need	in	specific	areas.	For	instance,	imagine	wanting	one	side	of	an	image	to	be	completely	hidden	and	the
other	side	to	be	fully	visible,	with	a	smooth	gradient	between	them.	The	Opacity	option	won't	cut	it	for	this	kind	of	precision,	because	it	treats	each	layer	as	a	whole	entity	-	lowering	its	opacity	means	making	the	entire	layer	partially	transparent.	But	a	layer	mask	can	handle	these	complex	transitions	much	more	effectively.	Let's	see	how	to	use	it!
Given	article	text	here	Looking	forward	to	seeing	everyone	at	the	meeting	tomorrow	and	discussing	our	strategies.	I	think	Photoshop	has	an	eraser	tool	that	can	help	us	achieve	better	results	than	using	the	Opacity	option.	One	key	difference	is	that	the	Opacity	option	affects	the	entire	layer,	whereas	the	Eraser	Tool	allows	us	to	easily	adjust	the
transparency	of	different	parts	of	a	layer	separately.	This	makes	it	more	precise	and	convenient.	However,	this	also	means	that	if	we	accidentally	erase	something	we	don't	want	to,	there's	no	easy	way	to	get	it	back.	It's	considered	a	destructive	edit	in	Photoshop,	which	can	be	frustrating	when	trying	to	restore	something	later	on.	To	use	the	Eraser
Tool	effectively,	let's	quickly	save	our	document	first.	We	can	do	this	by	going	up	to	File	>	Save	As	and	naming	our	document	whatever	we	like.	For	example,	I'll	name	mine	"Understanding	Layer	Masks"	and	save	it	to	my	Desktop.	Once	we've	saved	it,	we	can	select	the	Eraser	Tool	from	the	Toolbar	or	press	E	on	our	keyboard.	With	the	Eraser	Tool
selected,	we	need	to	adjust	its	settings	to	get	the	desired	effect.	A	large,	soft-edge	brush	usually	works	best	for	blending	images,	so	I'll	increase	my	brush	size	to	around	490	px	and	lower	the	hardness	all	the	way	down	to	0%.	This	will	allow	me	to	erase	parts	of	the	cat	image	while	leaving	the	rest	intact.	Let's	try	using	the	Eraser	Tool	to	blend	our	two
photos	together.	We	can	do	this	by	clicking	and	dragging	with	the	tool	over	part	of	the	cat	image,	erasing	it	to	reveal	the	dog	image	below.	It	looks	like	we're	making	good	progress,	but	there	is	one	potential	issue	with	the	Eraser	Tool.	If	we	erase	too	much	of	the	cat	image,	it	can	be	difficult	to	restore	some	of	those	areas	later	on.	Given	article	text
here	The	Eraser	Tool	in	Photoshop	has	permanently	deleted	parts	of	an	image	once	pixels	have	been	erased,	making	them	unrecoverable.	However,	saving	the	document	before	using	the	Eraser	Tool	allows	for	restoration.	To	revert	to	a	previous	state,	going	to	File	>	Revert	restores	the	pixels	in	the	top	image.	Adding	a	layer	mask	can	provide	better
results	by	blending	the	top	image	with	the	layer	below	it.	Selecting	the	top	layer	and	clicking	the	"Add	Layer	Mask"	icon	at	the	bottom	of	the	Layers	panel	adds	a	layer	mask	thumbnail	to	its	preview	thumbnail.	The	layer	mask	is	initially	filled	with	white,	as	grayscale	images	use	only	black,	white,	and	shades	of	gray.	When	adding	a	layer	mask	to	a
layer	in	Photoshop,	it	is	initially	filled	with	white,	which	means	that	the	entire	layer	is	visible.	This	is	because	white	on	a	layer	mask	represents	areas	of	the	layer	that	should	remain	fully	visible.	However,	this	can	be	changed	by	filling	the	layer	mask	with	black	or	other	shades	of	gray,	depending	on	the	desired	level	of	transparency.	To	fill	a	layer	mask
with	black,	go	to	Edit	>	Fill	and	change	the	Contents	option	to	Black.	This	will	cause	the	contents	of	the	layer	to	be	completely	hidden	from	view,	giving	the	same	result	as	lowering	the	Opacity	option	in	the	Layers	panel	down	to	0%.	Alternatively,	filling	the	layer	mask	with	gray	can	achieve	partial	transparency.	By	changing	the	Contents	option	to
50%	Gray,	the	layer	mask	thumbnail	is	filled	with	a	mid-tone	gray	color,	which	corresponds	to	50%	transparency.	This	can	be	adjusted	by	using	different	shades	of	gray.	The	Power	of	Layer	Masks	in	Photoshop	Layer	masks	allow	us	to	show	and	hide	different	areas	of	a	layer	independently,	unlike	the	Opacity	option,	which	is	faster	and	easier	but
makes	destructive	edits.	To	use	layer	masks	effectively,	we	need	to	understand	how	they	work.	First,	select	the	layer	mask	itself,	not	the	layer,	by	seeing	the	white	highlight	border	around	the	mask	thumbnail.	Then,	choose	Photoshop's	Brush	Tool	from	the	Toolbar	or	press	B	on	your	keyboard.	Since	black	represents	hidden	areas	on	a	layer	mask,
paint	with	black	using	the	Brush	Tool.	However,	by	default,	the	Foreground	color	is	set	to	white	when	working	with	layer	masks.	To	change	this,	swap	the	current	Foreground	and	Background	colors	by	pressing	X	on	your	keyboard.	Set	the	brush	size	and	hardness	to	suit	your	needs,	then	use	the	Eraser	Tool's	equivalent	settings.	With	a	soft-edged
black	brush,	paint	over	areas	of	the	image	you	want	to	hide.	The	resulting	mask	will	allow	you	to	selectively	reveal	or	conceal	parts	of	the	image,	making	layer	masks	incredibly	powerful	editing	tools.	Looking	at	how	to	use	a	layer	mask	to	hide	parts	of	an	image,	I'll	start	painting	over	roughly	the	same	areas	as	before	using	black.	Because	it's	on	a
layer	mask,	we	don't	see	the	brush	color	while	painting.	By	hiding	more	of	the	cat	image	with	black,	I	can	get	a	result	similar	to	what	I	got	with	the	Eraser	Tool.	Yet,	unlike	the	Eraser	Tool,	which	permanently	deleted	erased	areas,	the	layer	mask	gives	me	control	over	where	to	hide	parts	of	the	top	layer.	Let's	take	a	closer	look	at	our	layer	mask
thumbnail	in	the	Layers	panel	-	it's	no	longer	just	solid	white	and	now	contains	both	white	and	black	areas.	This	thumbnail	is	not	the	actual	layer	mask	itself	but	rather	a	preview	of	what	we're	working	with.	To	view	the	actual	layer	mask,	press	Alt	(Win)	/	Option	(Mac)	on	your	keyboard	and	click	on	it,	temporarily	hiding	our	image	to	reveal	more
details.	Remember	that	when	you	use	the	Eraser	Tool,	it	permanently	deletes	areas	of	the	image,	but	layer	masks	don't.	Layer	masks	simply	hide	or	show	areas	based	on	their	color,	with	black	hiding	and	white	showing.	When	you	turn	off	a	layer	mask,	the	entire	image	becomes	visible	again.	To	rehide	those	areas,	press	Shift	and	click	on	the
thumbnail	to	toggle	the	mask	back	on.	Since	layer	masks	don't	delete	areas,	you	can	easily	restore	any	hidden	parts	by	painting	over	them	with	white.	To	change	your	brush	color	from	black	to	white,	press	X	on	your	keyboard.	Then,	select	the	layer	mask	and	paint	over	the	areas	you	want	to	show	again	using	a	white	brush.	For	example,	I'll	hide	the
dog's	paw	in	the	bottom	center	and	reveal	the	cat	image	instead.	Because	we're	painting	on	a	layer	mask,	not	the	actual	image,	our	brush	color	won't	be	visible	as	we	work.	To	see	what	you've	done,	view	your	layer	mask	by	pressing	Alt	(Win)	/	Option	(Mac)	and	clicking	on	the	thumbnail.	You	can	easily	restore	previously	hidden	areas	just	by	painting
over	them	with	white.	This	non-destructive	approach	makes	layer	masks	a	powerful	tool	in	Photoshop,	allowing	you	to	show	or	hide	different	parts	of	an	image	without	affecting	the	original.	Learning	Photoshop	Navigation	Made	Easy	With	these	seven	lessons,	you'll	master	how	to	navigate	multiple	images	at	once,	zoom	in	and	out,	pan,	and	scroll
using	the	right	techniques.	From	Lesson	3,	discover	the	Navigator	panel	and	why	it's	a	great	tool	for	keeping	track	of	where	you	are	in	an	image	when	zoomed	in.	In	Lesson	4,	learn	how	to	use	Overscroll	to	pan	or	scroll	an	image	within	the	document	window	even	when	the	image	is	already	zoomed	out.	Get	ready	to	unlock	the	power	of	Birds	Eye	View
in	Lesson	5	and	instantly	jump	from	one	part	of	your	image	to	another.	Lesson	6	shows	you	how	to	rotate	your	image	using	Photoshop's	Rotate	View	Tool,	making	editing	easier	than	ever.	In	Lesson	7,	all	the	essential	tips,	tricks,	and	shortcuts	are	gathered	for	you	to	navigate	images	like	a	pro	in	Photoshop!	You	can	download	printable	PDF	versions	of
these	tutorials	if	you	prefer.


