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There has been a slight if significant shift in the types of films aimed at adolescents lately. Somewhere between the overwrought gothic romance of Twilight and the gross-out ribaldry of Superbad exists a funny-sad expanse of melodramatic normalcy aimed at young adults that owes more to the issue-oriented Afterschool Specials from 70s TV and
John Hughes than to Dracula and the Farrelly brothers. The primary source for this 21st-century upgrade of teen-angst cinema is the sensitive, grounded-in-reality novels written by John Green. Im not even in the same time zone let alone ballpark of the target demo for last years hit based on his The Fault in Our Stars, which starred Shailene Woodley
and Ansel Elgort as two cancer-stricken kids in love. But it reduced me to an immensely satisfied blubbering puddle of tearsand happily so.The honest treatment of the subject matter, the beautifully rendered characters, the mordant humor and the respectful way the relationships were drawnincluding those concerning parentselevated what could
have been a maudlin weeper into cathartic nirvana.That it managed to open to $48 million domestically and grossed $307 million worldwide offered hope that kids born during the past decade and a half will someday have their answer to Rebel Without a Cause or even The Breakfast Club to cherish.The current Green adaptation, Paper Towns, might
not possess the same exhilarating highs and somber lows as The Fault in Our Stars, but this teen drama wrapped around a human enigma does share more than a few commonalities, including the same savvy writing team of Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber, who also did the screenplay for what is probably the pinnacle so far of this mini
multiplex youthquake, 2013s The Spectacular Now, as well as 2009s (500) Days of Summer. Its director, Jake Shreier (Robot & Frank), is once again a relative newcomer hungry to establish himself with a low budget and a troupe of charismatic mostly unknowns . The smart script is brave enough to venture beyond yesterdays fleeting Twitter fodder
for its pop-cultural references. As a result, Paper Towns might be the only movie to ever pay tribute to Walt Whitmans poetry, Woody Guthries music and the empowering theme song from the Pokemon cartoon series. The setup, with its theme of seeing people beyond their public facades and not insisting that they to live up to your fantasy version of
them, has more in common with Gone Girl than Fast Times at Ridgemont High. The male star of Paper Towns, Nat Wolffwho acquitted himself impressively as Elgorts blind friend in The Fault in Our Starsproves himself to be leading-man material here by conquering the difficult task of making a straitlaced, perfectly normal, high-achieving sweet guy
obsessed with the girl across the street into an appealing character. Yes, it features yet another plot that revolves around the life-altering events of senior year, this time at a high school in Orlando. And the core relationship is the one Wolffs Quentinalso known as Qshares with his two geeky buddies, baby-faced big talker Ben (Austin Abrams) and
bespectacled worrywart Radar (Justice Smith). Its a three-way bromance, but with a key difference: This trio talk and react to the world like teenagers you might actually know, not sitcom-ish wisecrackers. After an opening segment that has 7-year-old Quentin meeting new neighbor Margo Roth Spiegelmanalso known as Mand falling instantly in love,
we are introduced to their current-day versions. As close as they were as children, when she would often visit Quentin via his second-story bedroom window, they are now worlds apart socially. Margo, as embodied with feline allure by model-turned-actress Cara Delevingne, has gone her own way and is now the coolest member of the cool crowd.
Meanwhile, the still-infatuated Quentin is reduced to catching mere glimpses of his dream girl as they pass in the hallways. That is, until Margo comes knocking on his window in the dead of the night and demands he drives her around town so she can carry out a series of vandalizing acts inspired by the fact that her rich jock boyfriend cheated on her
with one of her friends. Mission completed, the two share an intimate interlude in a high-rise building and even dance to Lady in Red. Quentin gets his hopes up that this could be the start of a beautiful friendship. ThenpoofMargo mysteriously goes missing the next day, right before prom and graduation. But Ms. M is not one to go into hiding without
sprinkling a trail of Amazing Amy-style clues along the way, which occasionally includes leaving behind a spray-painted M. Perhaps its a Fritz Lang reference or maybe Zorro. But soon Quentin enlists his pals, and eventually Radars girlfriend and Margos ex-BFF Lacey, to help search her down. Surely, that is what she wants, Q believes. Almost
everyone in the main cast gets a standout moment or two, including Halston Sagewhat a nameas the misunderstood Lacey. But Paper Towns, which refers to invented locales that cartographers would use to ensure no one purloined their map, is winning enough that you probably wont ponder its flaws at least until after you toss your popcorn bag
away. For instance: What kind of parents dont call the cops when their home is vandalized, or grow suspicious when their SUV suddenly screeches out of the driveway in the wee hours? Also, how laid back do you have to be to express zero concern when your son calls to say that he and his friends are going to skip school and drive all night in the
family car from Orlando to a rural area in upstate New York just for kicks? But even if Paper Towns reduces its authority figures to paper cutouts, what it fully realizes is more than compensation. Skip to main content Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you
agree to our use of cookies to deliver and maintain our services and site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see
our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy. FeaturedFeaturedReview dateTotal votesProlific reviewerReview ratingRatingsShow allShow alll star2 stars3 stars4 starsb stars6 stars?7 stars8 stars9 stars10 starsSort byFeaturedFeaturedReview dateTotal votesProlific reviewerReview ratingQuentin Jacobsen is an Orlando high school senior with a small
comfort zone. He's a band geek with his best friends Ben and Radar. Margo has been living across the street for 11 years. They were friends when she first arrived. They found a dead body but he refused to follow her adventures and they drifted apart. Now suddenly, she climbs into his window. She pulls him into a night of revenge against her
cheating boyfriend and her backstabbing friends. She's gone the next day but she has left clues for Quentin to find her paper town. Quentin, Ben, Radar, Radar's girlfriend Angela, and Margo's friend Lacey go on a road trip.Cara Delevingne shows competent acting and a good intriguing presence which is necessary for the role. The movie starts with
her taking our lead on a nice adventure. It has its moments. I like those one-night adventures in movies. Then there is the mystery which is less compelling because I'm mostly waiting for the inevitable road trip. I also like a good road trip and this one has its moments, too. The movie ends with a nice 'lesson'. Everything is fair but nothing is
outstanding. The three guys are nice but lacks great charisma. They are more and less regular teens which has its appeal. I like their friendship. As a book, I'm sure this has many fans. As a movie, it needs more adventures and more cinematic excitement. It could have tightened the middle and added more to the road trip when the group is together.
This is fine but it could have been much better.SnoopyStyleApr 26, 2016PermalinkThe first twenty minutes absolutely blew me away, totally enjoyable, when she'd disappeared I honestly thought it was going to be a kind of Gone Girl thriller, wrong, it fell somewhere between Road Trip and the Goonies. After adjusting to what essentially became a
teenage road trip movie I kind of enjoyed it, there were some entertaining moments. I couldn't help feeling a little bit robbed, it had been set up so well, it literally felt like a different film after her disappearance.The ending at least was one that decided not to pander to audience satisfaction, a little sour but interesting. As always with this kind of film
the usual clichs are there in full, point zero as is the rule is the prom, they always have to be motivated by the prom.Interesting casting, Nat Wolff was very good as Quentin, he didn't overplay it, very enjoyable. I will applaud the decision to cast Cara as Margo, maybe not the top of many lists but I felt her personality and natural self gave Margo her
enigma and mysterious edge, I thought she was very good, the accent slipped to English on a few occasions, but that can be forgiven, I hope it's a springboard for her I like her.6/10 It was good, it should have been so much more.Sleepin DragonOct 14, 2015PermalinkAliceofX]Jul 27, 2015Permalink"What a treacherous thing to believe that a person is
more than a person."Thanks to the worldwide success of The Fault in Our Stars which was adapted from John Green's 2012 novel, the producers have decided to adapt some of his earlier work as well. Teaming up with the same screenwriters, Michael Weber and Scott Neustadter, casting Nat Wolff again (although this time as the lead), and hiring a
new director, Jake Schreier (Robot and Frank), they had everything in place and ready to adapt Green's 2008 novel, Paper Towns, with the hopes of banking on the author's current fanbase. Although Paper Towns is similarly aimed towards a teen audience, it is very different from The Fault in Our Stars. It's a coming of age story that includes some
mystery elements and ends up turning into a road trip movie. So despite following certain generic conventions in the teen genre it does manage to mix things up a bit and that was something I enjoyed. Everything else about Paper Towns including its characters are pretty familiar. The film begins as a typical boy becomes infatuated with girl story, but
it soon develops into much more than that. In Paper Towns this boy is Quentin (Nat Wolff) and the girl next door he falls for is Margo (Cara Delevinge). They shared a friendly past, the two hung out together as kids, but when they became older Margo's adventurous and wild behavior didn't go along with Quentin's much risk free and calm demeanor.
During their senior year of High School, Margo was on her way to being the prom queen, while he was just the kids that went unnoticed. His two best friends, Radar (Justice Smith) and Ben (Austin Abrams), were aware of his obsession over her, but he never acted upon it. One night, Margo climbs through his window using her ninja skills as she used
to when they were kids, and asks him to join her on one last mission. Apparently her boyfriend has been cheating on her with her best friend and she wants to get some payback. She asks him to drive her around on his mother's minivan and after the successful mission Quentin admits never having felt so much fun before. The next day, hopeful to
resume his new found friendship with Margo he discovers that she has gone missing, but she has left some clues behind for him. With the help of Radar and Ben the three begin to try to solve the mystery of Margo's disappearance. Lacey (Halston Sage), one of Margo's closest friends, also decides to join the kids in trying to find her since they seem to
be the only ones worried about her. Michael Weber and Scott Neustadter are definitely the two screenwriters you want to hire for adapting teen based novels. This is perhaps their weakest effort, but it still stands above most other teen rom-coms. 500 Days of Summer and The Spectacular Now were both very well written screenplays with interesting
characters and relationships, while The Fault in Our Stars banked on the the strong chemistry between Woodley and Elgort. Wolff in that film delivered most of the comedic scenes, but here he downplays his character and lets Abrams deliver most of the funny quirky scenes. Delevinge embodies her wild character pretty well, but considering she is
missing throughout most of the movie she doesn't get much screen time. That is what makes Paper Towns such a rare teen romance because the girl is missing throughout most of the story and the focus is on Quentin's quest to find her. It's more about idealizing the other person and discovering that in reality they are simply a person. The mystery
and the road trip is what makes this film stand out from other films in the genre and it makes the ride all that more enjoyable, but when compared to other coming of age films it probably ranks in the middle. The film shares some similarities with The Girl Next Door, which was a film I enjoyed a lot more probably because I was younger when I saw it.
Paper Towns is a film for teens and if you're not in that target audience you might find it a bit difficult to enjoy. There is one scene in the movie that reminded me of this when during a cameo all the teen girls in the audience sighed at the sight of him. 26, 2015Permalinknataliey95]Jul 22, 2015PermalinkPaper Towns is another coming-of-age story
about Quentin and his neighbour Margo and how here mysterious disappearance sends Quentin on a journey to find her through clues she left behind for him. Now i love a good coming-of-age story, so when one is done right and is new and interesting it will probably be something i choose to watch more than once. Unfortunately this will not be one i
am eager to re-watch but it is still a good, strong attempt at one of these films but it seems to get lost a few times along the way in terms of its storytelling. I'll start with the characters and performances, because i feel they were definitely the best parts of the film and added so much to making the film pretty enjoyable. Nat Wolff was great at playing
Quentin, a shy awkward guy who had a signs of a lot of personality but needed the right people to bring it out. You really get to connect with his character as they made him come across as very real and not like a character per se. I may say that often but there are so many young actors really showing off their best stuff in these smaller personal films.
Cara Delevingne was also great as Margo who was also quite odd and mysterious but was also very out there and confident at the same time, a great contrast to Nat's character. The rest of the supporting cast were also well acted, their distinct personalities were at times used for some cheap comedic relief but also had a greater purpose in adding to
the complexity of our main character.The first act of this film is really where the film gets to shine. You get the introduction to these characters (Quentin and Margo) and get to see their relationship and how it has changed and affected both these characters in the lead up to the events in the film. Watching them interact and bond was fascinating and
charming at times and was a really good lead up into the events of the second act and understanding their actions. It was fun, light-hearted and was setting itself up for something great. All of the events so far had a fluid lead in to the second act which became more of a mysterious adventure whilst still trying to maintain that fun element somewhat
unsuccessfully. The events of the first act are what get you through the very long second act that could have been cut down like 20 minutes. The second act was more focused on building up Quentin's character and having him face some tough and new decisions in his life. Although it was interesting and you do want to see where his character goes it
was a noticeable step down from the fun light-hearted enjoyment in the beginning. There was this great interesting relationship set up and you are eager to find out how the film ties everything together, then you reach the third act and all of the storytelling falls apart. For certain characters, their actions and reactions seem somewhat justified but for
some others they just felt like another character entirely. There was nothing in the second act that really explained how or why these characters made such a drastic change in reasoning or personality. They try to explain it in the dying minutes but it was very rushed and didn't fit with the rest of the film. The problem was that there was no real
progression from the events of the beginning to the events in the end for some characters and that led me to believe that the writers/directors knew how to approach certain sections but were completely lost for others. I believe, they knew how they wanted the film to begin and how to introduce these characters, and they also knew how they wanted
it to end and what themes they wanted to explore. But what they didn't know was how to show that transition, and when a film has the beginning, and has the end it can be hard to fill in the guts of the film afterwards and show a distinct character progression. That's just my theory but whatever happened the storytelling was a bit of a mess. That
being said, it was still a good enjoyable film that tried too hard to be different or maybe not hard enough. It had great characters and performances, a fantastic first act, an interesting second act and a third act that didn't live up to what the rest of the film was building up to. Humour didn't really work that often but kept the film from becoming too
dark, and there were signs of emotion but nothing that really affects you. In the end, it's enjoyable but there are better coming-of-age films out there (Boyhood / Me and Earl and the Dying Girl). - 6.3stephendaxterOct 5, 2015PermalinkMaybe I'm getting old. These over-serious, platitude-filled teen dramas used to only mildly annoy me. Now, with
Paper Towns, I feel myself getting irrationally angry at its desperate plea to be this generation's The Breakfast Club. From where is that resentment coming? Maybe it's that I'm a 30-year-old married-father who's not meant to like this movie. Maybe it's that I'm coming off the high of the teen drama Me and Earl and the Dying Girl. Whatever it is,
Paper Towns irritated much more than it charmed. The premise has potential: nerd spends one magically frivolous night with the enigmatic girl of his dreams, Margot, before she inexplicably disappears. Instead of being unique, stylish, or progressive, it becomes the lament of the rich-white-teen and the manic pixie dream girl. Our "hero" is drawn to
her magnetic mystery, but that appeal never reaches the audience. At times, she represents an idea more than a character, but mostly she's an unbearably selfish, manipulative shrew, using her womanly wiles to get whatever she needs. When she's off-screen, the interplay between the friends is watchable, but her bothersome presence is never far
away. Worst yet, in the end PT never takes a stance on Margot, like the movie is trying to have its cake and eat it too. Stylistically, the movie is forcefully quirky, annoyingly cutesy, and boasts a soundtrack that's like someone pushed the "hipster" button on a Casio Keyboard. We can only blame director Schreier, whose previous film was the under-
seen Robot and Frank. Just stay home and watch that, a story about a machine with more humanity than anyone in PT.matthewssilverhammerJul 30, 2015PermalinkComing on the heels of its commercially-successful predecessor, 'The Fault in Our Stars', PAPER TOWNS is no heavy tearjerker, but it echoes more affectionate and piercing sentiments,
with its lighter, minimalist take of its recognizable subjects.The film follows Quentin (Nat Wolff) , or "Q" as he is more popularly called, a highschool boy who has been nursing an unrequited love for the girl living next door, Margo (Cara Delevigne) since childhood. Even after when they turn 12, when Margo suddenly becomes distant, "Q" never loses
the affection, and it only becomes even stronger when one day she climbs again to his window, the way she did when they were still kids. The next events follow an eager "Q" savoring the moment as he escorts Margo in her series of "small revenge" against those she thinks have betrayed her, including her ex-boyfriend. But the levitating moment
would only last overnight, because the next day, the ever mystifying Margo, disappears.Mining on the same overly familiar material that dwells on both coming-of-age and teenage romance territories, PAPER TOWNS pulls off two easily-recognizable efforts: maintaining 'The Fault's charm, while toning down its tragic notions. The latter of which,
yields a more tangible and heartwarming result, capable of conjuring a lasting tug at the heartstrings. The credit for this goes to its equally-charming yet capable actors, both of whom teeming with fresh and enigmatic likability. It will also sound unforgivable to never pay regard to the film's brilliant screenwriters who manage to cleverly highlight this
extremely familiar highschool tale's stronger and more relatable sentiments, genuinely and sincerely enough, to bend fragile emotions with crippling capacity."Q"'s road trip in finding Margo represents a bigger journey with far wider scope and meaning, and it comes across as a process of personal exploration that unknowingly liberates one self,
toward finding the deeper sense of their existence. Hardly that the questions thrown get resolved, but the charming and sincere take of its proceedings, will ultimately make the narrative arrive to a satisfying conclusion. This doesn't mean it's able to satisfy its own queries, but the resolution delivered are nonetheless, reliable and honest. PAPER
TOWNS will come across as a witty, yet touching case of a 'lost and found'. Much of it is spent in searching for the 'lost', a liberating process that frees its seekers from every question that unfolds in the wake of a previous other, but the 'found’, though never really answers any of the previous questions, will deliver a surprisingly satisfying, and never
less of a rewarding, answer.prospectus_capricorniumjul 21, 2015Permalink"Maybe all the strings inside of him broke."Walking into the cinema... John Green is the author for this teen drama. Can this film rise above the typical coming of age films? Overall rating: 3.5 stars Cinematic value: 4 stars Big Questions value: 3 starsComing of age films are
not new to the cinematic landscape, but Hollywood manages to propagate a new batch for each generation. Every once and a while, one stands out from the rest. From Rebel Without a Cause to Say Anything to Breakfast Club, this genre has provided positive memories and the lines that resonate throughout our younger years. Paper Towns and
author John Green have struck this cord and provide a voice for this generation. The high school journey of Quentin (Nat Wolff) and his mysterious neighbour Margo (Cara Delevingne) is an adaptation of the Green novel. Quentin and Margo are friends throughout their childhood but have grown apart over the years. Then on a fateful night during
their last year of high school, Margo asks Quentin for his help on a mission of revenge against friends who have done her wrong. The midnight escapade becomes a life-changing event for Quentin and he begins to pine after Margo again, then she mysteriously disappears. Family and friends want to know where she went and the mystery deepens as
Quentin finds clues about her whereabouts that Margo left behind. He recruits his band of friends to take the road trip of a life time to find this teenage runaway. Throughout the life-transitory road trip, Quentin finds out more about himself, his relationships with his friends and what to do with his misplaced love of the mysterious Margo. Throughout
the opening moments of Paper Towns it feels like it was going down the predictable coming of age narrative. Boy meets girl, girl lives across the street, girl lives an adventurous life and boy pines after her from a distance. Quickly, director Jake Schreier (Robot and Frank) pulls the story out of the hormonal malaise and into the kaleidoscope of
different expectations. His lead characters provide an unexpected depth. Nat Wolff and Cara Delevingne were perfectly cast in this teen mystery. Wolff proves to have a John Cusack (Say Anything) quality that makes him appealing as the average boy that proves cool in the end, while Delevingne provides enough smouldering excitement to make her
worth this young man's pursuit. They are surrounded by a wonderful cast of characters that compliment the comedic dialogue and the contemplative moments of the script. This is where the film differentiates itself within this genre. Even within the stereotypical trappings of the party scene, suggested teen sex and proverbial geek trio, the writing lifts
the story line out of the post-pubescent mire. It may seem unrealistic to think that teens could speak at the depth that they do in Paper Towns, but the characters make these lines plausible and accessible. There is a maturity with a twist of hormonal angst that gives this story the necessary edge it needs. Also, the conclusion adds the unique twist that
provides a surprising satisfaction to the adventure. In the realm of teen dramas, Paper Towns does provide a new perspective on a generation, but if there are any difficulties with the film it was in the lack of parental involvement. In the typical American high-school scenarios, the lack of representation by the parents in the film does leave a hole in
the narrative. The only people who seem to speak into the lives of these kids are other kids. This might be an insight on the lives of families today or a warning signal for parents to get more involved in the lives of their children. Regardless of the message that is trying to convey, the lack of any adult wisdom does leave a void in this engaging script.
Paper Towns is an entertaining film that provides an opportunity for parental dialogue with their teens on many of the transitional issues of their lives. Leaving the cinema: Paper Towns was a pleasant surprise. It does provide a new generation a cinematic voice and opens the door to some great topics of discussion for families.Reel Dialogue: What are
the bigger questions to consider from this film? 1. What is sacrificial love? (John 15:13, Ephesians 5:25) 2. Is life mysterious? (Colossians 2:1-3, Matthew 13:11-13) 3. Does God care about my dreams? (Jeremiah 29:11, Proverbs 16:3)Written by Russell Matthews based on a five star rating system @ Russelling Reviews #russellingreviews
#papertownsmovieLabels: Cara Delevingne Coming of Age film Do we need another coming of age film Halston Sage high school Jake Schreier John David John Green Nat Wolff puberty The Fault in my starsrussellingreviews]Jul 15, 2015Permalinkgdl33]Jul 24, 2015Permalinkmakleen2Sep 15, 2017PermalinkIt's the weekend and you know what that
means, yes more movies and reviews that follow them. Today we focus on yet another movie based on a book by John Green, author of the teenage love novels of the modern age. Since I haven't read the book, a buddy of mine accompanied me to give you the most complete review possible, in hopes of giving you the 411 about this film. Hi I'm Robbie K
and it is time to get our review on. Think back to Fault in Our Stars and what do you remember? Most likely you remember the romance story between the two terminal ill kids, and the motif of living life to the fullest. Well that motif is back, the living life part not the terminal illness part, and Paper Towns dopes it up on steroids. As the trailers quote,
you are supposed to feel alive every moment, and this film will beat this message into your head with repetitive dialog constantly reminding you about the purpose of the quest. Yet despite repetition, they keep the story interesting, for once providing a romance story that was actually quite entertaining. Hold the phone, did I just say an entertaining
love story? Yes I did, for you see Paper Towns is a tale that has love as a major factor, but doesn't focus on it and drown it cheesiness. It is a driving point, but our characters' have other issues that occur alongside the love story that provides outlets from the romance focus. The whole tale is realistic, and has relevant points that don't make it
ridiculous, despite some of the stretches and rushes. Does it match the book? According to my friend the answer is NO. The movie deviates a lot from the book, keeping a slim skeletal frame work that adjusted for the slower parts of the book, which apparently were a lot. Our film adaptation cuts through a lot of the slow parts, skipping sit around
moments for the more comedic parts. I felt connected to the characters issues, and even got to know them on some level, but I think they skimped on some details that could have provided more depth. My friend also said they left out a lot of the clues, even going so far as to alter the timeline to something he found stupid and ridiculous, to which I
agree. But despite how much they adapted the story, the acting is perhaps one of the strongest components of the movie. I felt that all of our main cast did a fantastic job of playing the graduating high school student role, each capturing a quark that made our traveling band colorful. Natt Wolfe as Quentin covered a diverse set of emotions, playing
the meek, studious nerd role and gradually adapting into his live for the moment, Margo obsessed persona. Quinn seems to be a natural part of Wolfe, and with the exception of a few moments, he captures the role to its fullest and keeps the stereotypical role interesting. Cara Delevigne as the mysterious Margo also brings a hipster tone to the movie,
an edgy role with a little bit of innocence thrown into the mix. Not my favorite character, but she does her role of bringing the mysterious component to this film. My favorite character has to be Ben, who is the comedic relief in the movie and capable of cracking a few smiles with his awkward, clumsy, and geeky mannerisms. The rest of the cast do
justice to their parts, and despite some hasty and simplistic lines, create a well rounded cast to make the book come to life. Their performances helped me relate to the issues, and the lack of overdramatic garbage made famous in dramas kept me grounded to the issues at hand. Plus, the writing was very clever, spread throughout the movie and timed
well to maximize the laughs. Lines weren't pushed on me, and were not as expletive or crude that kept it funny and not too inappropriate. Outside of acting and plot line what else is there to report. Well John Green's novels continue to bring a well balanced soundtrack, with songs that are not only catch, but matched with the right scenes at the right
time. In addition, I found it a plus at a shorter than 2 hour run time, managing to capture the essence of the book without dropping into the extensive details. I do agree with my friend that I wanted more clues, for the mystery is solved in the first 45 minutes of the movie nearly dropping the "suspenseful" part of this tale. In addition, I could have done
with a few more hindrances to our character's problems that weren't wrapped up so quickly as it was in this movie. Again, I'm sure you get this in the book, but it would have been nice to see some more of it incorporated into the film. Paper Towns is an entertaining movie, and what I feel is a great summer teen flick for many. With relevant issues,
characters that aren't annoying, and a brisk pace in plot you have a victory you have a movie that actually is pretty interesting. Purists of the book need to brace themselves for the changes, or avoid the movie altogether. And if you are looking for the intimate love story that was Fault in our Stars, then check yourself again. Fans looking for a good
drama/comedy this summer I encourage to check this out, but there wasn't enough to recommend a trip to theater for this one. My scores are: Drama/Mystery/Romance: 7.5 Movie Overall: 7.0rgkarimJul 24, 2015Permalink"Paper Towns" is that kid in the lunchroom who acts different and seems cool but it isn't until you talk to him that you realize he
adheres to all the social conventions and routines of life that you thought he was rebelling against. It's the kind of film that feels like it was written by an adolescent girl cherrypicking reblogged Tumblr quotes from her wall to suffice as the theme for the film. It's the kind of film you'll love if you find the idea of "getting lost to find yourself" a profound
concept."Paper Towns," finally, is the kind of film where the love interest is named Margo Roth Spiegelman (Cara Delevingne), whose vacuous personality is mistaken for mystery and enigma. She is defined by her absent gazes into the world, her love for "random capitalization" in her writing because "the rules are so unfair to the letters in the middle
of words," and her statements about her town, Orlando, Florida, being a paper town with "paper houses and paper people." She also happens to be the apple of Quentin's (the former "Naked Brothers Band" lead singer Nat Wolff) eye since she moved in his subdivision when they were young; he considers living next to her his sole miracle in life.
However, the two have significantly drifted since their youthful days of innocence, until one night when Margo climbs into his window and says that she has nine things to do that night and needs a getaway driver. Stunned that the love of his life has waltzed through his window for the first time in years, Quentin takes Margo and peels off in his
minivan to exact revenge on Margo's cheating boyfriend and her friends who didn't help her in her time of need.Upon having the greatest night of his life, Quentin wakes up the next morning and sees Margo isn't at school that day, and eventually, notices she's missing the entire week. Her parents aren't concerned, for Margo does this a lot, but
Quentin and his friends - the incessant Ben (Austin Abrams) and the geeky "Radar" (Justice Smith) - begin to uncover clues as to why Margo may have disappeared and where to. With that, the three teens, including Margo's best friend Lacey (Halston Sage) and Radar's girlfriend Angela (Jaz Sinclair), try to track down her whereabouts."Paper
Towns"'s immediate problem is it's nowhere as intelligent or witty as it thinks it is. Its themes are all rehashed to the point of breeding contempt and its characters, particularly Margo, are so broadly drawn that they work against the film, which is clearly trying to breathe that fabled freshness into the teen film genre (it always feels like Quentin's
going to stop the film with his narration saying the dreaded "this isn't your average teen movie" line).Strangely, though, the most contemptible character throughout this whole film is Margo for more reasons than her empty personality. She's the kind of person who thinks it's okay to drop her friends and family without giving them any inkling as to
what's wrong with her because she's trying to find herself. Finally, when somebody does something for her, particularly Quentin, she takes it with a grain of salt and goes about selfishly trying to advance herself rather than consider what she means to others. She's on the verge of growing up and being Amy Schumer's Amy character from
"Trainwreck," a contemptible, lost soul who takes advantage of people she meets.Furthermore, the humor of "Paper Towns" is another thing that's frustrating. One moment, the film is trying to wow you with a "deep" dialogue about what lies beneath the surface of people, and the next, a character accidentally spills a can in which he urinated into all
over himself and his friends. Once more, this is a film that's trying to be one thing but can't escape what it ultimately is: trite, frequently immature, and mostly empty exercise that has nothing revolutionary to say despite thinking it does.However, don't fault the cast here, for they clearly give it their best shot. Their energy and charisma bring to life
more than writers Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber (who wrote "The Spectacular Now," a film you should see instead of this one) do. Nat Wolff, an actor I've consistently admired for his good-natured, everyboy appearance and personality, does strong work here in that realm and is assisted by capable performers like Smith and Sage
(Delevingne would likely be better if she had a character to play)."Paper Towns" is cut from the same cloth as "The Fault in Our Stars" (author John Green, who wrote the book on which this film is based, also wrote that one and Neustadter and Weber also penned that screenplay) in that it tries to take a different direction for its adolescent characters
but crumbles under the lackluster deviations from reality it so often takes. On top of that, unlike "The Fault in Our Stars," which was burdened by sentimentality and cringeworthy attempts at a perceived coolness, "Paper Towns" winds up being precisely what it didn't want to be - a paper film.StevePulaskiJul 23, 2015PermalinkThe Film CricketJul 27,
2015PermalinkAnother teen movie, another movie of coming of age and finding love or at least your destiny (not a lot to ask for then). But while that may sound sarcastic, the movie itself is really good. Nicely written, especially the dialog and the characters, this can be real fun to watch for a lot of people.Now, what I haven't mentioned yet, is the fact,
that I haven't read the novel. So I can't say anything about how you'll react to it, if you have or how accurate it is in adapting the material. Nevertheless, the acting is spot on and the message is delivered, even if it's being soft on the edges at times, but it's a movie, it's allowed to do that. Silly, fun and maybe with some bad advice depending on how
you read some things that happen ...kosmaspMay 1, 2016PermalinkPaper Towns is based off the book written by John Green of the same name. Book adaptations can go either way, with films leaving out certain moments and themes for a normal runtime. Paper Towns is no different to this formula and even makes it an overall better film. This review
will be a comparison between the two and why the film is better.The focus on certain themes are vastly different. The book is very romantic, one teen's will to find the love of his life since early childhood. That is the sole book's focus. However the film merely uses Q's love as a plot medium and substitutes the film's center as a coming-of-age,
tumultuous journey for Quentin and his friends.The film takes a classic formula of teen, 'growing up' films as it touches on particular themes with certain characters. For spoiler reasons, I won't name who with what themes, but expect themes about virginity/sex, self-image, closure, discovering one's self, life after high school and the bond of
friendship. Of course love is in there but as I said earlier, it's merely a plot device to expand on the other themes. The book does not touch on these themes as much and that's why I believe the film in it's own right is an improvement on the book and a romance novel turned coming-of-age film was a big pay off.The film's flaws are with the book
adaptation. To be honest, the adaptation after the first act was messy, as certain pinnacles and big reveals in the book are merely brushed over within 5 minutes (book readers will know what I'm talking about). Certain character's relationship with Margo are never seen, we only see Q's. With the book expanding on every important character and their
connection with Margo, the film simply does it through quick exposition, which makes it confusing and sometimes makes characters seem insignificant.Other than those weaknesses without going into spoilers, the film is a very enjoyable ride. The characters are very likable and seeing these friends grow closer and closer is a journey worth watching.
The writing finds balance between very funny and sometimes very serious. The soundtrack is perfect and teenagers/young adults will find relatable qualities through out. Turning the romance-driven book into a coming-of-age tale I felt was a bold choice that bettered the film overall.stormryder thomas]Jul 18, 2015PermalinkIt's your typical teen
romantic comedy, but I did like the characters developed in the movie. The story was really three-dimensional but the characters slightly more interesting than the usual stereotypes.It was a cool story about a that typical white guy in all the teen comedies who falls for the girl next store who he use to know well as kids but lost track of her as puberty
hit and just before high school comes to an end, they reconnect.The twist to this formula is that just when they're starting the re- connection that would lead them down the same road as all the other teen romances, she disappears before that happens, which sends the white guy on a wild goose chase to find her as she left clues to were she is. Thus
the movie becomes a coming-of-age story for the white guy and all his friends who help him on his quest. John Green, who wrote the story tends to turn the Teen romance genre on it's head. The same thing is done with the last movie I saw adapted from one of his books, The Fault in Our Stars. He knows how to mix up the formula really well.It's really
is not your typical Teen Romance comedy either. It has a lot of elements to it. It's not complicated, just perfectly layered with other Teen movie genres without loosing track of it's purpose. I don't think I've ever enjoined a movie like this more than I've enjoined Paper Towns. All it needs is a cool Breakfast Club styled theme song to make it
perfect.subxerogravityAug 7, 2015Permalinknogodnomastersjul 4, 2018PermalinkSome reviewers here called the movie stereotypical or as "the breakfast club" wannabe. Well, I for one disagree with that statement. As far as I'm concern, I enjoyed the movie all the way until the end. Since he was a kid, Quentin has fallen in love with his
neighbour/school friend named Margo. They were friends when they were kids but drifted apart when they're approaching high school. One night, Margo came through Quentin's window room to do a so-called "mission", which brings back hope for Quentin to show his affections for her. Unbeknowst by him, Margo disappeared the next day and left
him clues of where she is or gone to. Because of this, Quentin embarks on a journey to find her and the truth of her disappereance.At first glance, this doesn't seem like a run- of-the-mill teenage romance dramedy. Actually it offers just that, but with a whole new perspective. It doesn't really flip the genre around, but it has an interesting story to tell.
Because of the narration, the movie feels fresh and tolerable.What makes it even more interesting is the characters. The actors shine in their role. Nat Wolff does a great lead as an aimless teenager seeking for his true love. The one who gets the most laughs from me is Austin Abrams as Quentin's friend Ben. Cara Delevigne succeeds her role as the
offbeat, somewhat mysterious Margo, who's a brave and total flight risk. Of course there are some stereotypes. I mean, is there someone who is not a stereotype? At least, there are some character development along the way and that's what makes watching this movie a rewarding experience.At the end, seeing this movie brings me back to when I
was in high school. It gives a nostalgic feeling that's either genuine and heartfelt.kshiradSep 8, 2015PermalinkromneyranjoAug 3, 2015PermalinkdanielhardenFeb 19, 2016PermalinkI don't quite get all the negative reviews here. I'm married father of two pre-teens and I thoroughly enjoyed the movie. I recognized myself a lot in the teenage search for
meaning and desire to see people for more than they actually are. Characters are quite relatable and it's an overall a pleasure to watch, with a gentle sprinkle of comedy.tarapov-92-654064Feb 1, 2019Permalinkl went to this movie at the suggestion of a friend, I had moderate expectations as I thought it would be a typical love story. I was blown away
by what I was presented with. John Green has developed his characters perfectly. Quentin is portrayed as one of the most personally relatable characters I have encountered while Margo is the mysterious figure of beauty that he is determined to find. This movie made me feel as if I was Quentin and made me feel his pain and his excitement as he
embarks on this life changing journey.The execution of the film is what really drew me in. Without a good score a film lacks emotional contact, this score however had it right, Son Lux pulls at the strings of the audiences hearts and forms a melodic and emotional bridge to the characters. The visual cinematography was done beautifully as well,
particularly as it captured the excitement of the night out with Margo and Quentin early in the film. I went into this film knowing nothing about its story or background and I was blown away. Many viewers may compare it with the book and degrade the film, I suggest watch the movie first then read the book. The plot keeps you engaged and exercises
your curiosity. Even after being evacuated from the theatre because of the fire I chose to go back and watch the rest of the movie over receiving a refund, its that good!danielshaskeyAug 17, 2015PermalinkWhen reviewing a movie based on a book, should the reviewer make the movie's story part of the commentary, even if the movie's plot matches
the book's plot closely? I say yes. And I'll go even further. I don't think it's necessary for the reviewer to read the book before reviewing the movie. Here's why: A movie reviewer reviews movies, not books. A movie has to stand on its own, whether the viewer has read the book or not (and, usually, the majority haven't). Now, if I haven't read the book,
after I see the movie, I'll do some background research on the differences between the two so I can include that information in my review, but I'm still only going to judge aspects of the movie as they contribute to the whole. Take the movie "Paper Towns" (PG-13, 1:49) for example. Although I haven't read the book, I have read enough about the book
to compare them, but I'm still only judging what appeared on screen.I say all that to say this: "Live life to the fullest." There. I just saved you almost two hours. That's really all this movie is about. Didn't care for the story. Didn't care for the movie. Still, I do owe you more than that, so, as always, I'll tell you about the actors and the plot (without
spoilers), I'll explain the grade I've given the movie, including what I think wasn't good and what was good (because, after all, there's some of both in almost every movie). And whether you think the book was better than the movie or the movie was better than the book is irrelevant. This is a movie review. Ya feel me? Cool. Onward and upward The
movie takes its title from the 2008 book by John Green (author of "The Fault in Our Stars"). In the eyes of one of the story's central characters, paper towns are cities in which people ("paper people") go about their hum-drum lives without really living. The title also carries a literal real-world meaning. The title is a reference to the cartographers'
practice of putting fake places onto the maps they make to deter copyright infringement (or catch anyone who does such infringing). These plagiarism traps have several names, including paper towns. One such paper town is Agloe (in New York State's Catskill Mountains), which is where the story's climax takes place. But the story begins in Orlando,
Florida.Quentin "Q" Jacobsen (Nat Wolff) fell in love with Margo Roth Spiegelman (model-singer-actress Cara Delevingne) when her family moved in across the street from his. Both kids were in elementary school, but it was love at first sight for him. It was friendship for her and then it wasn't even that. Q and Margo drifted apart. As high school
seniors, they don't even acknowledge each other anymore. She's beautiful, free-spirited and mysterious (as she has always been) and hangs out with the other popular kids. Q is socially awkward and the opposite of adventurous and hangs out with his two best friends and fellow band students, Ben Starling (Austin Abrams) and Marcus "Radar" Lincoln
(Justice Smith).The action really starts one night when Margo crawls in through Q's bedroom window and asks to borrow his car to pull revenge pranks on her cheating boyfriend and others whom she feels have betrayed her. Q reluctantly agrees to be her getaway driver, and even helps a bit. Over the course of the night, he admits that he had fun
and he begins to hope that this experience will rekindle his dormant friendship with Margo and maybe lead to something more. His hopes are soon dashed when Margo goes missing. Her parents believe that she has run away (for the fifth time), and now that she's 18, they aren't even going to look for her. Both Q and Lacey Pemberton (Halston Sage),
Margo's best friend, want to know what happened to Margo, but they haven't a clue yet."Margo always loved mysteries," Q tells us in his brief narration at the beginning of the film. "So much that she became one." Margo may be a gone girl, but she left clues, which lead Q, Ben and Radar to search Margo's room, take her bedroom door off its hinges,
go to an abandoned building in a shady part of town and, eventually take a long road trip, joined by Radar's girlfriend, Angela (Jaz Sinclair) and Lacey, on whom Ben has a crush (when he's not lusting after Q's mother). Through all this, the film omits some of the episodes in the book (as almost all film adaptations have to do), but keeps all the most
important plot points (including the ending), as well as the "moral of the story"."Paper Towns" has a worthwhile message, but takes as long to get there as driving from Florida to New York. The story's original enough, but it's highly unrealistic. The actors are appealing and the film treats the teens like real people, but they seem abnormally worldly
for their ages and their angst sometimes annoyingly plays out as nothing more than (mostly) spoiled rich white kids complaining about their lives. Lastly, after emotionally investing (as much I could) in these characters, as well as almost two hours of my time, I found the ending frustrating. "Paper Towns" is as disappointing as a sightseeing trip to
Agloe, New York. "C"CleveMan66]Jul 25, 2015PermalinkReviewed by: Dare Devil Kid (DDK)Rating: 3.4/5 stars"Paper Towns" isn't as deep or moving as it wants to be, yet it's still earnest, well-acted, and thoughtful enough to earn a place in the hearts of teen filmgoers of all ages while providing a breezy, light-hearted nostalgic trip for adult viewers.
Unlike "The Fault in Our Stars" (the first, big-screen John Green adaptation), the overall mood here is safe rather than edgy, but what it does do very effectively is capture a particular quality of adolescent yearning."Paper Towns" follows the familiar story of the wannabe high- schooler who meets a dreamy girl and everything falls into place. Trying to
subvert this stereotypical storyline, the film neatly weaves themes of loneliness, fear, depression, and anxiety into the plot. The film takes a lot of the original spirit of the novel while subverting the story, taking out all the meandering teenage angst and replacing it with a fun, understated film.It's eventually a bittersweet teen film with much to offer
even those of us who have, in theory, grown up, although it never quite reaches its potential of a remarkable coming-of-age drama.DareDevilKidSep 27, 2015PermalinkBased on an earlier teen fave novel by The Fault in Our Stars author John Green, Paper Towns is a mild coming-of-ager about dawning awareness and life lessons learned among a small
group of Florida high school seniors. Part mystery story, part road movie and part pre-prom graduation romp, the film is most interesting as a perspective on adolescence in which all the girls are more mature, nervy and perceptive than any of the boys, who have some catching up to do if theyre to have a chance with any of them. This one wont rake
in anywhere near the $307 million Stars generated internationally last summer, but Fox will still make a tidy sum with this modest entry that begins rolling out in foreign territories next week, ahead of the July 24 domestic bow. Adapted by Stars screenwriters Scott Neustadter and Michael H. Weber from the winner of an Edgar Award for best young
adult mystery novel of 2008, Paper Towns hinges on the lifelong fascination the smart, semi-dweeby Quentin (Nat Wolff, who played the leads best friend in Stars) nurses for his across-the-street neighbor Margo (Cara Delevingne). Best friends and partner in crime as young kids, theyve grown apart since Margo became hot and popular, so it comes as
a jolting surprise to Q, as hes known, when Margo shows up in his bedroom late one night shortly before the end of the school year and dares him to take her out in his parents car. She wont specify the reasons but break down his wimpy resistance merely by saying, Basically, this is going to be the best night of your life. Read more Paper Towns:
Ansel Elgort Advises Nat Wolff on How to Treat Devout John Green FansMargos agenda is to extract revenge on her cheating boyfriend, which she does, with some reluctant help from Q, in prankishly creative ways. After Margo has visited sufficient humiliation and discomfort on her ex, she and Q end up in a high-rise looking down on Orlando at
night, which puts her in a philosophical mood: its a paper town with paper people, she observes, to which Q reacts with an incomprehension likely to be matched by that of the audience. But she tartly adds that Qs comfort zone is very small compared with her own and that he will need to take much greater risks if he wants to get something out of life
and, by implication, from her.And then she disappears. Completely. She doesnt show up at school for days, shes left home. No one knows what to think. While Q and his borderline-nerdy buds Ben (Austin Abrams) and Radar (Justice Smith) count the days until graduation and mull over prom plans the particularly obnoxious Ben fantasizes about taking
blond bombshell Lacey (Halston Sage), whos just split with her boyfriend, while Radar plans to lose his virginity that night to his girlfriend, Angela (Jaz Sinclair) Q fixates on the idea that Margo has left hidden clues about her whereabouts that he begins piecing together and sharing with his patient but skeptical friends.Some apparent tips involve
references to such old standby counterculture heroes as Woody Guthrie and Walt Whitman, while others require repeated visits to a boarded-up building that director Jake Schreier (Robert & Frank) tries but fails to build into spooky suspense sequences. Despite pretty flimsy evidence, Q manages to convince his pals that they should drop everything
and join him on a drive all the way to New York state, where he is certain Margos hiding in a true paper town (a term for nonexistent communities created by map-makers to thwart plagiarizers). So Ben, Lacey, Radar and Angelaall agree to pile into a minivan for the trek provided Q guarantees their return by prom night.Read more Paper Towns Clip:
Cara Delevingne Coerces Nat Wolff Into Having Fun (Video)For entirely accidental reasons, Paper Towns will receive an enormous amount of unintended notoriety based on an incidental sequence that touches upon some major ongoing news. At a gas station pit stop somewhere in the South, Radar, who is black, decides he needs a new shirt and picks
one up. It isnt until theyre all back in the van, however, that he unfolds the T-shirt to discover the Confederate flag splashed across it along with the phrase, Heritage Not Hate. He laughs about it and merely turns it inside-out before putting it onBy the end, nearly all the storys questions, mysteries and dilemmas have been neatly answered and tied
up, with just a dash of melancholy and a hint of maturity added to the mix as life moves on, albeit with more than a bit of fantasy where Ben and Lacey are concerned. In its considered, neatly packaged way, the film occupies a safe and solid middle-class middle ground in teen storylandbetween crass gross-out comedies and mawkish romance on one
side and edgy, exploratory indie fare on the other. The affable sincerity of the cast helps, led by the likablyopen performance by Wolff, whose Quentin becomes visibly aware of how much growing hes still got to do. Delevingne delivers sufficient dynamics to carry the early going with her characters well-wrought sense of payback and mystery, but she
remains largely offscreen most of the way. Sage thus takes up some slack on the female side by giving some shadings, if not depth, to a standard-issue prettiest-girl-in-school character. Smith plays it very deadpan as Radar, while Abrams Ben is hard to take until the prospect of Sage in his life forces him to start acting like an actual human being.Read
more SeaWorld Scene Cut From John Greens Paper Towns FilmAn often abrasive electronic score by Ryan Lott is accompanied by an unexciting selection of songs on the soundtrack.Production: Fox 2000 Pictures, Temple Hill Cast: Nat Wolff, Cara Delevingne, Halston Sage, Austin Abrams, Justice Smith, Jaz Sinclair, Cara Buono Director: Jake
Schreier Screenwriters: Scott Neustadter, Michael H. Weber, based on the book by John Green Producers: Wyck Godfrey, Marty Bowen Executive producers: John Green, Isaack Klausner, Nan Morales, Scott Neustadter, Michael H. Weber Director of photography: David Lanzenberg Costume designer: Mary Claire Hannan Editors:Jacob Craycroft,
Jennifer Lame Music: Ryan Lott Casting: Ronna KressRated PG-13, 108 minutes Skip to main content Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and maintain our services and site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize
Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy. Skip to main content Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar
technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and maintain our services and site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to
ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy. All Critics Top Critics All Audience Verified Audience Shikhar Verma High on Films Paper Towns is a coming-of-age film that doesn't always get it right. But, when it does, it transcends the message across quite evidently. Full
Review | Original Score: 3/5 | Jan 24, 2021 Bernard Boo Way Too Indie The worst thing about Paper Towns isn't that it's poorly made or majorly flawed; it's that it's so humble and plain and unexciting that it saps the life out of you. It even sucks the life out of its talents. Full Review | Original Score: 4/10 | Mar 12, 2019 Sebastian Zavala Kahn
Cinencuentro 'Paper Towns' is an admirable film more due to what it tries to do, than to the final product, and although it does entertain, it could've done a lot more. [Full review in Spanish] Full Review | Original Score: 2.5/4 | Feb 1, 2018 A healthy amount of self-deprecating humor and self-awareness would have saved this well-intentioned (if meek)
script from eternal mediocrity. Full Review | Original Score: C- | Aug 24, 2017 Max Weiss Baltimore Magazine I like everything about Paper Towns except for its premise and central romance. Yes, I know those sort of seem like dealbreakers, but the things I liked about Paper Towns marginally outweighed the things I didn't like. Marginally. Full



Review | Original Score: 2.5/4 | Jun 12, 2016 Ferris Bueller said it best: 'Life moves pretty fast. If you don't stop and look around once in a while, you could miss it.' 'Paper Towns' reminds us not to miss our life. Full Review | Original Score: 3/5 | Jun 3, 2016 Francesca Rudkin New Zealand Herald Overall, Paper Towns is a good and solid, if somewhat
lengthy, film. The film is structurally and visually conventional with the odd glimmer of indie quirk. Full Review | Original Score: 3/5 | May 5, 2016 Destined to play second banana to last year's critical and commercial darling "The Fault In Our Stars." But as second bananas go, it's not a bad one. Full Review | Original Score: 3/5 | Apr 16, 2016 With the
overarching story so unengaging, coupled with Margot's fondness for making worldly statements no 18-year-old can say without sounding pretentious, this turns out to be better on paper. Full Review | Original Score: 2/5 | Jan 2, 2016 No All Critics reviews for Paper Towns Do you think we mischaracterized a critic's review?
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