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Hillbilly	Elegy:	Trailer	1	2:16	View	more	videos	Hillbilly	Elegy	(2020)	View	more	photos	Most	Popular	at	Home	Now	-	-	Tap	to	Unmute	See	Details	It	didnt	start	with	her.	Thats	the	most	penetrating	thing	said	about	Bev	(Amy	Adams),	the	frazzled	maternal	trainwreck	who	makes	everyones	life	miserable	in	Ron	Howards	Hillbilly	Elegy.	Bev	is	a	parasite,
an	addict,	a	narcissist,	and	a	desperate	user	of	others,	notably	her	own	family.	In	a	word,	shes	a	mess.	Her	son,	J.D.	(Gabriel	Basso),	attends	Yale	Law	School	and	is	in	the	midst	of	auditioning	for	a	summer	internship,	but	now	hes	got	to	go	back	to	Middletown,	Ohio,	the	Midwestern	backwater	hes	from,	and	jump	through	hoops	to	get	his	mother	into
rehab.	He	foots	the	bill	for	a	week-long	stay	on	four	credit	cards,	only	to	learn	that	Bev	has	no	interest	in	going	into	rehab.	A	former	nurse	who	trashed	her	career	when	she	roller-skated,	high	as	a	kite,	through	the	corridors	of	a	hospital,	shes	been	shooting	heroin,	and	she	seems	to	be	going	down	fast.	She	doesnt	want	help;	shed	rather	stew	in	her
toxic	juice	of	rage	and	self-pity.	But	no,	it	didnt	start	with	her.	Does	it	ever?	Hillbilly	Elegy,	an	adaptation	of	J.D.	Vances	2016	memoir,	is	about	an	extended	family	mired	in	dysfunction,	though	the	reason	the	book	became	a	number-one	bestseller	is	that	it	took	us	into	the	realm	of	something	far	more	exotic	than	mere	dysfunction.	Bev	Vance	and	her
family	come	from	Breathitt	County,	Kentucky,	and	the	book	was	a	deep	dive	into	the	mystique	of	Appalachia	the	back-country	values	of	tradition	and	loyalty,	but	also	the	poverty	and	violence	and	addiction,	the	abuse	and	social	disintegration	that	have	been	accepted,	far	too	readily,	as	part	of	that	legacy.	Hillbilly	Elegy,	in	other	words,	was	a	primal	X-
ray	into	the	soul	of	Trump	country	(or,	at	least,	a	central	part	of	it),	and	the	books	appeal	is	that	it	showcased	that	culture	in	a	way	that	was	both	voyeuristic	and	intimate.	Step	right	up,	it	seemed	to	be	saying.	Heres	what	the	modern	American	hillbilly	experience	is	really	about:	the	good,	the	bad,	and	the	backwoods	ugly.	Hillbilly	Elegy	the	movie	is
one	of	those	dramas	made	by	the	Ron	Howard	whos	drawn,	at	least	in	theory,	to	edgy	material.	Hard	drinking,	domestic	violence,	suicide,	all-around	ornery	viciousness.	The	movie	is	an	American	Gothic	redneck	soap	opera,	built	to	showcase	the	cussed	flamboyance	of	characters	like	Mamaw	(Glenn	Close),	the	foul-mouthed,	mean-as-a-rattlesnake	hill-
country	grandmother	who	raised	J.D.	(with	her	mottled	skin,	oversize	glasses,	and	unflinching	scowl,	shes	like	Ma	Barker	meets	Tyler	Perrys	Madea	meets	Pauls	grandfather	in	A	Hard	Days	Night),	and	Bev,	whos	your	basic,	everyday	working-class	addict	and	self-hating	loser	a	woman	who	wears	her	despair	on	her	pasty,	bloated	face.	You	could	put	it
another	way,	of	course,	and	say	that	Glenn	Close	and	Amy	Adams,	in	a	movie	like	this	one,	are	all	uglied	up	for	the	their	Oscar	close-ups.	Its	the	acting-as-transformation-into-human-troll	school.	Except	that	the	actors,	in	this	case,	hit	true	notes.	They	communicate	the	inner	agony	of	what	it	feels	like	to	be	the	her	in	It	didnt	start	with	her.The	book
took	off	just	as	Trump	took	office.	The	movie,	coming	at	the	end	of	his	reign,	could	have	felt	(no	pun	intended)	like	a	deliverance:	a	true-life	tale	that	takes	the	Appalachian	heart	of	darkness	and	lays	it	bare.	Except	that	theres	a	weird,	bland	flaw	at	the	center	of	this	adaptation.	Ron	Howard	knows	how	to	flirt	with	edge,	but	hes	drawn,	by
temperament,	to	healing	and	grace,	to	the	urgency	of	people	who	mean	well.	Adapted	by	the	screenwriter	Vanessa	Taylor,	who	cowrote	The	Shape	of	Water,	Hillbilly	Elegy	stares	at	its	screwed-up	yokel	characters	from	the	outside	in,	but	its	most	comfortable	riding	along	with	J.D.,	who	in	the	book	was	grappling	with	his	own	psychological	and
emotional	legacy,	but	who	in	the	movie	just	comes	off	as	a	big,	bearish,	wholesome	hunk	of	good	intentions	a	young	man	whos	the	soul	of	decency	stuck	in	a	made-for-TV	My	mom	was	a	junkie!	melodrama.How	did	J.D.	claw	his	way	from	Middletown	to	Yale?	Were	not	entirely	sure,	though	we	know	that	he	got	there,	and	that	he	has	a	soulfully
intelligent	Indian	girlfriend,	Usha	(Freida	Pinto),	whos	devoted	to	him,	so	theres	not	much	suspense	about	whether	he	figured	out	how	to	transcend	his	past.	The	film	keeps	flashing	back	to	J.D.	as	a	teenager	in	the	mid-90s,	where	hes	played	as	a	saturnine	geek	by	Owen	Asztalos.	But	these	parts	of	the	movie	have	a	sketchbook	didacticism.	J.D.,	its
suggested,	gets	lost	because	his	mother	flits	from	one	man	to	the	next;	when	she	marries	on	a	whim,	he	winds	up	with	a	druggie	delinquent	stepbrother.	A	scene	or	two	later,	he	has	fallen	into	delinquency	himself,	a	transformation	that	is	less	than	convincing,	though	it	roots	the	redemptive	buddy-movie	part	of	the	film,	when	J.D.	moves	in	with
Mamaw,	who	lives	up	the	block	in	Middletown.	She	becomes	his	tough-love	life	coach,	and	makes	it	her	mission	to	set	the	boy	straight.	She	may	be	a	nasty	old	granny	varmint	who	dresses	in	sweaters	that	make	her	look	like	she	was	knitted	right	into	them,	but	shes	got	discipline.	Not	to	mention	a	colorfully	nasty	line	for	every	occasion.	When	she	says
Kiss	my	ruby-red	ass,	its	not	an	insult	for	her,	its	a	declaration	of	joy.	And	dont	get	her	started	on	outrageous	ethnic	generalizations.	Native	Americans?	Theyre	called	Indians,	explains	Mamaw.	Like	the	Cleveland	Indians.	And	they	dont	know	more	than	other	people.	Theyre	not	magic	just	cause	they	dont	have	microwaves.	The	message	is	that	out	of	a
heart	this	hard	come	a	love	stern	enough	to	heal.As	long	as	Close	is	acting	up	an	award-worthy	storm	(her	performance	is	actually	quite	meticulous),	Hillbilly	Elegy	is	never	less	than	alive.	Adams	does	some	showpiece	acting	of	her	own,	but	as	skillful	as	her	performance	is,	she	never	gets	us	to	look	at	Bev	with	pity	and	terror.	What	we	should	feel	is,
There	but	for	the	grace	of	God	go	I.	Instead	we	think,	Thank	God	I	dont	know	this	person.	Gabriel	Bassos	J.D.,	on	the	other	hand,	is	so	wholesomely	likable	that	the	fate	of	his	soul	never	seems	at	stake.	His	people	may	be	haunted	by	the	demons	of	Appalachia,	but	he	comes	off	as	a	yuppie	whose	life	has	boiled	down	to:	Will	those	demons	stand	in	the
way	of	my	career	path?	Not	if	he	wont	let	them	they	wont.	That	isnt	quite	drama	its	feel-good	therapy.Was	the	book	better	than	the	movie?	Lisa	M.	Hendey	reviews	the	movie	adaptation	of	Hillbilly	Elegy.	While	I	dont	remember	the	exact	year	of	my	younger	sisters	graduation	from	a	well-known	Southern	university,	I	do	remember	some	of	the	opening
words	of	the	commencement	speaker,	authorJohn	Grisham:"The	book	is	always	better	than	the	movie."When	it	comes	to	Netflixs	soon	to	be	released	film	of	J.	D.	Vances	2016	memoirHillbilly	Elegy:	A	Memoir	of	a	Family	and	Culture	in	Crisis,	I	have	to	say	that	Grishams	assessment	and	my	personal	bias	hold	up.	This	being	said,	I	still	strongly
recommend	watching	director	Ron	Howards	adaptation	if	for	nothing	more	than	to	see	Glenn	Closes	captivating	turn	as	tough-as-nails	granny	Mamaw.Based	on	the	bestselling	memoir	by	J.D.	Vance,HILLBILLY	ELEGYis	a	modern	exploration	of	the	American	Dream	and	three	generations	of	an	Appalachian	family	as	told	by	its	youngest	member,	a	Yale
Law	student	forced	to	return	to	his	hometown.Synopsis:J.D.	Vance	(Gabriel	Basso),	a	former	Marine	from	southern	Ohio	and	current	Yale	Law	student,	is	on	the	verge	of	landing	his	dream	job	when	a	family	crisis	forces	him	to	return	to	the	home	hes	tried	to	forget.	J.D.	must	navigate	the	complex	dynamics	of	his	Appalachian	family,	including	his
volatile	relationship	with	his	mother	Bev	(Amy	Adams),	whos	struggling	with	addiction.	Fueled	by	memories	of	his	grandmother	Mamaw	(Glenn	Close),	the	resilient	and	whip-smart	woman	who	raised	him,	J.D.	comes	to	embrace	his	familys	indelible	imprint	on	his	own	personal	journey.	Based	on	J.D.	Vances	#1	New	York	Times	Bestseller,	directed	by
Academy	Award-winner	Ron	Howard	and	produced	by	Academy	Award	winner	Brian	Grazer,	HILLBILLY	ELEGY	is	a	powerful	personal	memoir	that	offers	a	window	into	one	familys	personal	journey	of	survival	and	triumph.	By	following	three	colorful	generations	through	their	unique	struggles,	J.D.s	family	story	explores	the	highs	and	lows	that	define
his	familys	experience.Source:	Netflix	In	many	ways,Hillbilly	Elegyis	tough	to	watch.	Expect	to	see	physical	abuse	of	children	and	spouses,	intravenous	drug	use,	and	a	rather	one-dimensional	look	at	the	predicament	of	rural	poverty.	This	being	said,	if	I	had	a	major	complaint	about	the	film	its	that	it	actuallywasnt	really	gritty	enough	for	me.In	a	very
real	way,	Howard	and	screenwriter	Vanessa	Taylor	have	made	choices	to	pretty	up	what	isanything	buta	feel-good	family	story.	In	a	way,	their	artistic	decisions	are	consistent	with	what	Vance	himself	fed	us	about	his	life.	Take	a	look	at	the	books	Amazon	reviews	and	youll	find	all	sorts	of	contentious	dialogue	about	Vances	unfair	treatment	of	those
from	this	region	of	the	country.	Although	Ive	personally	never	written	a	memoir,	I	do	imagine	that	there	is	a	fair	amount	of	storytelling	involved	to	fill	in	the	nooks	and	crannies	of	ones	memory.	Vance	is	ultimately	the	hero	of	his	own	story,	helped	along	the	way	by	Mamaws	tough	stand-in	parenting	and	the	unconditional	love	of	his	girlfriend	Usha.One
of	my	major	problems	withHillbilly	Elegyis	its	treatment	of	Vances	mothers	descent	into	hardcore	drug	addiction.	Its	almost	physically	painful	to	witness	how	J.	D.s	love	for	his	long-suffering	mom	Bev	(Amy	Adams)	survives	her	neglect	of	him	and	his	sister,	her	waltzing	through	many	relationships	without	regard	for	her	kids,	and	her	absolute	inability
to	accept	help	when	she	hits	the	bottom	of	the	barrel.	Anyone	who	knows	and	loves	an	addict	might	say	that	as	tough	as	this	path	is,	the	film	actually	makes	Bevs	addiction	and	behavior	look	a	bit	too	clean	and	tidy.	I	will	say	though	that	Amy	Adams	is	stellar	and	believable	as	a	mom	who	bitterly	believes	that	her	own	legacy	was	clipped	far	too	short
by	an	unintended	teenage	pregnancy.CLICK	TO	TWEETThe	@Netflix	version	of	@JDVance1's	@HillbillyElegy	is	a	look	at	family.	@LisaHendey	shares	her	take	on	@RealRonHoward's	directorial	choices	and	awesome	stars	Glenn	Close	and	Amy	Adams	#HillbillyElegyHaving	made	these	comments,	I	strongly	recommendHillbilly	Elegynot	for	its	basis	in
reality,	but	for	its	look	at	the	core	concept	offamily.	Im	choosing	to	set	aside	here	what	may	or	may	not	have	happened	to	Vance	and	instead	looking	at	Ron	Howards	directorial	decision	to	putfamilyat	center	stage.	There	is	no	one	single	definition	of	what	it	means	to	be	a	family.	Families	experience	all	kinds	of	triumphs	and	the	most	terrible	of	trials.
Sometimes	they	implode	and	destroy	themselves.	Sometimes	as	seems	to	be	the	case	in	Vances	real	family	they	defy	the	odds,	band	together,	and	survive.In	watchingHillbilly	Elegy,	I	found	myself	able	to	associate	with	elements	of	many	of	the	characters:Ive	been	J.	D.,	the	striver	who	benefits	from	the	cumulative	love	and	sacrifice	of	those	who	helped
him	get	where	hes	atIve	been	Mamaw,	the	mean	mom	willing	to	make	hard	choices	to	see	her	brood	have	a	chance	at	a	brighter	futureIve	been	Bev,	the	broken,	who	knows	the	right	thing	to	do	but	cant	seem	to	do	itIve	been	Lindsay,	the	big	sister	who	tries	her	best	to	help	hold	all	of	the	pieces	together	and	Ive	been	Lindsayd	by	my	younger	siblings
who	have	done	the	very	same	for	me.Family	is	complex.	Family	requires	a	dedication	to	circumstances	that	sometimes	seem	totally	illogical	or	impossible.	Family	means	having	people	around	you	who	love	you	despite	your	own	messiness.	Family	is	forever	you	may	choose	to	walk	away,	but	you	are	still	always	a	part	of	your	family.One	dictionary
definition	of	the	word	elegy	fits	nicely	with	the	vision	of	Netflixs	Oscar-buzzy	song	of	the	South.	Mirriam-Websters	a	poem	of	serious	reflection,	typically	a	lament	for	the	dead	fits	here.For	me,Hillbilly	Elegyis,	in	its	best	moments,	ultimately	a	song	of	memories,	of	miracles,	and	of	Mamaw.Rated	R	for	language	throughout,	drug	content	and	some
violence,	Hillbilly	Elegy	opened	November	24,	2020	on	Netflix.	Copyright	2020	Lisa	M.	HendeyImages	copyright	Lacey	Terrell/NETFLIX	2020This	article	contains	Amazon	affiliate	links;	your	purchases	through	these	links	benefit	the	author.	By	Amy	Renner	Nov.	1,	2020	When	you	buy	through	links	on	our	site,	we	may	earn	an	commission.	As	an
Amazon	Associate,	we	earn	from	qualifying	purchases.	The	story	begins	in	Jackson,	Kentucky	in	1997,	where	J.D.	is	reflecting	on	his	teenage	years	while	visiting	his	family,	including	his	grandparents	and	his	mother,	Bev.	They	eventually	return	to	their	home	in	Ohio.Fast	forward	fourteen	years,	J.D.	is	now	attending	Yale	and	managing	three	jobs	while
dating	a	young	woman	named	Usha,	who	has	secured	a	summer	internship	in	Washington	D.C.	Eager	to	follow	in	her	footsteps,	he	attends	an	event	to	network	for	an	internship	opportunity.	However,	his	plans	take	a	sudden	turn	when	he	receives	a	call	from	his	sister,	Lindsay.	She	informs	him	that	their	mother	is	in	the	hospital	due	to	a	heroin
overdose.	Overwhelmed	with	the	gravity	of	the	situation	while	juggling	her	job	and	caring	for	her	three	children,	Lindsay	requests	that	J.D.	return	home.	This	leaves	J.D.	feeling	torn,	especially	since	its	interview	week	at	Yale.As	he	reminisces	about	his	upbringing,	he	recalls	the	tumultuous	relationship	he	had	with	his	mother,	who	was	often	mentally
and	emotionally	unstable.	A	significant	moment	from	his	childhood	involves	his	passion	for	Joe	Montana	and	his	card	collection.	One	troubling	incident	features	his	mother	driving	recklessly	and	almost	crashing,	followed	by	her	physical	abuse	towards	him.	Terrified,	he	escapes	from	the	car	and	calls	the	police,	leading	to	her	arrest.In	2011,	J.D.	makes
the	drive	back	to	Ohio.	A	memory	from	1997	resurfaces,	where	his	grandparents	were	there	for	him	as	he	misleading	the	police	during	the	incident	with	his	mother,	resulting	in	her	release.	Upon	arriving	at	the	hospital	in	2011,	he	finds	his	mother	yelling	at	a	nurse,	only	to	learn	she	will	be	discharged	due	to	lack	of	health	insurance.	Amidst	this,	he
receives	news	about	a	potential	interview	the	next	day.In	his	recollection	of	1997,	J.D.s	grandfather	passes	away,	causing	the	family	to	hold	a	funeral.	Meanwhile,	Bev,	working	as	a	nurse,	steals	drugs,	spiraling	into	addiction,	which	ultimately	leads	to	her	getting	fired.	She	has	countless	breakdowns,	particularly	over	her	fathers	death.	By	2011,	J.D.
and	Lindsay	work	together	to	secure	a	spot	for	Bev	in	a	rehabilitation	facility.	Despite	J.D.s	willingness	to	pay	for	her	rehab,	her	refusal	to	commit	makes	him	doubt	her	recovery,	based	on	past	failures.The	narrative	continues	with	J.D.,	Lindsay,	and	Bev	moving	into	the	house	of	her	boss,	Ken,	and	her	new	husband.	Bev	continues	her	destructive
behavior	with	drugs,	while	J.D.s	grandmother	is	hospitalized	due	to	pneumonia.	This	environment	leads	J.D.	to	act	out	and	vandalize	with	his	new	step-brother,	Travis,	and	their	friends.	Fast-forwarding	again	to	2011,	Bevs	boyfriend	discards	her	belongings,	forcing	her	to	confront	yet	another	setback.Reflecting	on	his	past,	J.D.	remembers	how	his
grandmother	offered	him	stability	during	his	childhood,	guiding	him	towards	academic	success	and	avoiding	trouble.	Following	her	passing,	J.D.	joins	the	Marines,	ultimately	utilizing	the	G.I.	Bill	to	continue	his	education.	As	events	unfold	in	2011,	he	secures	a	motel	room	and	food	for	his	mother	before	driving	back	to	Yale	for	his	critical	interview,
bridging	the	past	and	present	in	a	battle	against	his	familys	struggles.ProducerCasting	DepartmentAdditional	CrewKaren	Lunder	is	President	of	Imagine	Features	and	heads	Imagine's	feature	film	development	and	production.	She	recently	oversaw	The	Spy	Who	Dumped	Me.	Prior	to	joining	Imagine	in	2017,	Karen	was	EVP	of	Production	for	Film
Nation.	Over	her	career	she	has	produced,	developed	and	overseen	a	variety	of	award	winning	and	commercial	successes,	including	Marc	Webb's	Gifted,	Denis	Villeneuve's	Arrival,	John	Lee	Hancock's	The	Founder,	Gavin	Hood's	Eye	In	The	Sky	and	The	Blind	Side	among	others.Suggest	an	edit	or	add	missing	contentYou	have	no	recently	viewed
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no	recently	viewed	pagesBased	on	J.	D.	Vance's	acclaimed	memoir,	Ron	Howard's	Hillbilly	Elegy	features	powerful	"reverse	makeover"	performances	from	Glenn	Close	and	Amy	Adams	(that	are	sure	to	shine	up	nicely	come	awards	season)	but	ultimately	the	film	is	a	somewhat	hollow,	overly-glossy	attempt	to	encapsulate	J.D.'s	struggles	to	escape	a
life	of	abuse	and	poverty.There	are	interesting,	and	important,	themes	at	play	in	Hillbilly	Elegy,	about	the	difficulties	of	escaping	cycles	of	violence	and	how	destitution	itself	is	a	disease	but	the	narrative	bounces	back	and	forth	between	J.D.'s	past	and	present	a	bit	too	loosely,	to	the	point	where	you	start	disengaging	emotionally	because	we're	only
getting	the	bullet	points	of	hill	folk	strife.Again,	Close	and	Adams	are	very	good,	and	when	you	see	actual	footage	of	J.D's	"Mamaw"	and	mother	during	the	final	credits,	you'll	note	just	how	close	these	high-caliber	performers	came	to	mirroring	the	actual	people.	But	Hillbilly	Elegy	needed	to	be	a	bit	rougher	and	a	touch	less	forgiving.	It	wouldn't	fix
the	story	structure,	but	you	get	the	feeling	someone	could	have	mined	more	out	of	this	tale	with	a	shoestring	budget	than	this	sanguine,	souped-up	Ron	Howard	production.Told	through	the	eyes	of	J.D.	as	both	a	teen	and	a	young	adult	attending	Yale	(Owen	Asztalos	and	The	Big	C's	Gabriel	Basso,	respectively),	Hillbilly	Elegy	never	quite	touches	down
on	the	runway	long	enough	to	resonate.	You	get	flashes	of	manic	performances,	particularly	from	Adams	as	the	frightfully	unbalanced	addict	Bev,	J.D.'s	torrent	of	a	mother,	but	you	never	sit	with	anything	long	enough	to	care.	The	film	even	resorts	to	a	quick	montage	in	the	end,	of	J.D.'s	life	after	he	decides	to	get	his	s***	together,	to	catch	us	fully	up
to	the	present.Close's	Mamaw,	J.D.'s	eventual	hard-nosed	caregiver,	is	excellent	as	a	chain-smoking,	cussing	granny	and	some	of	the	best	moments	in	the	movie	come	from	Mamaw's	choice	to	try	and	do	better	with	J.D.	than	she	did	with	Bev.	The	story	breezes	past	most	of	Mamaw's	sinister	shortcomings	as	an	actual	mother,	having	raised	Bev	in	a
calamitous	household	of	emotional	horrors,	relegating	it	to	quick	flashbacks	and	a	few	lines	like	'I	could	have	done	better"	(to	say	the	very	least),	but	Mamaw	and	J.D.'s	relationship	is	still	the	most	formidable,	and	satisfying,	part	of	the	movie.	Even	if	it	plays	out	in	a	very	rote	Hollywood	manner.Freida	Pinto	is	good	in	sort	of	a	thankless	role	as	J.D.s
"present	day"	girlfriend,	Usha.	Most	of	her	scenes	take	place	on	the	phone	as	she	tries	to	steer	J.D.	back	to	his	internship	interviews	while	he's	away	taking	care	of	his	junkie	mother,	afraid	that	Usha	will	leave	him	if	she	knows	the	full	breadth	of	his	family	history.	J.D.,	while	pining	for	his	summers	in	Kentucky	hill	country,	actually	grew	up	in
dilapidated,	depressed	Middletown,	Ohio	-	a	place	that	was	more	harmful	to	his	family	than	if	they'd	actually	stayed	back	in	the	mountains.It's	amidst	the	jobless	and	forlorn	Middletown	that	J.D.'s	life	starts	taking	savage	turns.	Hence,	the	small	town	utopia	his	Mamaw	once	escaped	to,	making	his	clan	"Hillbilly	royalty"	of	sorts,	winds	up	being	more
dangerous	than	Appalachia.	Hillbilly	Elegy	isn't	a	total	loss,	thanks	mostly	to	energized	performances,	but	it	also	doesn't	quite	deliver	the	message	it	wants	to	deliver.	It's	too	polished,	and	unfocused,	to	fully	immerse	you	into	its	grit.	Splitting	the	story	up	between	the	past	and	present	(the	present	here	being	2011)	provides	scattershot	screen	grabs	of
J.D.'s	life	in	ways	that	keep	you	at	a	distance.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give
appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No
additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license
may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Ron	Howard	doesnt	make	films,	he	makes	Cinema.	24	frames	per	second	on-screen	coated	with	so	many	moving	emotions	that	to	stop	your	tears	is	inevitable.	People	might
not	remember	what	joke	they	laugh	at,	what	VFX	bowled	them	over	or	what	action	took	their	breath	away,	but	they	will	always	remember	how	they	felt	in	a	film.	That	is	why	we	remember	Howards	film	be	it,	A	Beautiful	Mind,	Rush,	or	Apollo	13.	His	2020	directorial	release,	Hillbilly	Elegy	(film)	is	another	ace	addition	to	his	vibrant	filmography.
Hillbilly	Elegy	(film)	is	based	on	the	memoir	of	the	same	name	written	by	J.	D.	Vance.	The	film	is	approached	from	J.Ds	perspective,	played	beautifully	by	Gabriel	Basso	(adult	J.D.).	He	takes	you	on	a	tale	that	portrays	his	conflicted	childhood	while	growing	up	in	Appalachian	values	with	his	divorced	mother,	aging	grandmother,	and	sister.	The	film
doesnt	follow	a	linear	narrative.	It	is	told	in	nostalgia	by	J.D.	who	remembers	his	childhood.	Supported	by	J.D.s	voice	over,	the	narrative	quickly	establishes	the	prominent	characters	of	the	story	i.e.	J.D.s	conflicted	mother,	Beverly	Bev	Vance	(Amy	Adams),	his	aging	grandmother,	Bonnie	Mamaw	Vance	(Glenn	Close),	and	his	helpless	sister,	Lindsay
Vance	(Haley	Bennett).	With	quick	cuts,	the	time	flies,	and	J.D	now	an	adult,	fourteen	years	later	is	attending	Yales	law	school	and	working	odd	jobs	to	support	his	education.	J.D.s	girlfriend	Usha	(Freida	Pinto)	has	earned	a	summer	internship	in	Washington	and	J.D.	is	hustling	to	interview	for	the	same.	He	visits	a	dinner	night	to	strengthen	his
connections	and	chances	of	summer	internship	but	is	extremely	nervous.	However,	just	before	he	was	going	to	make	a	mark,	J.D.s	sister,	Linsday	informs	him	that	their	mother,	Bev	has	overdosed	on	Heroin,	and	J.D.	should	instantly	come	to	see	her.	J.D.	in	dilemma	screws	the	dinner	with	his	interviewer	and	leaves	for	Ohio	to	attend	his	mother.
Hereafter,	through	several	flashbacks,	we	learn	about	Bev	and	her	relationship	with	J.D.	and	her	sister	Linsday.	Bev	works	as	a	nurse	in	Ohio	but	suffers	from	an	existential	crisis.	She	was	the	smartest	woman	in	her	class	but	yet	didnt	amount	to	much	because	there	was	no	one	to	support	her	or	her	goals.	She	lives	in	guilt	that	is	one	of	the	reasons	for
her	violent	nature	and	constant	lookout	for	validation.	It	is	J.D.	who	has	to	go	through	her	emotional	turmoil	that	disturbs	his	mental	balance	as	well.	But	as	per	grandma,	Mamaw,	there	are	many	secrets	in	the	past	that	mold	our	personality,	and	the	same	is	true	with	Bev.	She	wasnt	always	like	this	but	how	did	she	become	one?	The	narrative	explores
this	transformation	thoroughly	and	how	it	affects	J.D.	himself	is	underlined	further.	The	film	begins	with	a	line	where	J.D.	looks	at	Mamaw	and	Papaw	and	says,	When	I	was	a	kid,	I	couldnt	make	sense	of	it.	Imagining	Mamaw	at	almost	my	same	age	just	running,	pregnant	from	everything	she	knew,	every	scrap	of	the	family	she	had.	It	is	14	years	later,
J.D.	learns	the	answer	to	this	question.	Everyone	in	the	family	was	running	away	from	something,	and	they	never	settled	it	properly.	The	unfinished	business	of	the	past	kept	haunting	the	present.	I	feel	Hillbilly	Elegy	(film)	revolves	around	Bev	because	all	strings	are	somehow	attached	to	her.	Why	was	Bev	so	muddled	up?	Mamaw,	at	some	point,
reveals	the	secret	that	his	husband	Papaw,	might	be	a	good	lover	but	not	at	all	fit	to	be	called	a	perfect	husband	or	a	good	father.	He	used	to	beat	Mamaw	after	coming	home	drunk	and	wasted.	Bev	and	her	sister	have	to	face	that	trauma	every	day.	Bev	was	intelligent	and	smart	but	due	to	the	lack	of	emotional,	mental,	and	financial	support,	she	didnt
know	what	to	do	with	that	talent.	She	took	the	work	that	was	offered	to	her	but	it	never	matched	her	abilities.	The	thought	of	not	amounting	to	much	kept	haunting	her.	Mamaw	always	blamed	herself	for	Bevs	turnout	and	that	is	why	she	kept	saving	her,	bailing	her,	and	giving	her	a	plethora	of	second	chances.	Bev	started	doing	heroin	and	drugs,	and
that	became	her	escape	from	reality	and	all	the	haunting	thoughts	she	had.	It	is	true	I	guess,	Family	is	our	greatest	teacher	and	influencer.	If	gone	unchecked,	we	somehow	repeat	the	legacy	over	and	over.	When	it	comes	to	J.D.,	the	third	generation	going	to	the	same	drain,	Mamaw	finally	intervenes.	In	a	very	striking	scene,	Mamaw	lying	on	the
hospital	bed	scrutinizes	J.D.s	actions	after	a	violent	act	with	few	ragged	kids	of	the	locality.	Mamaw	removes	the	injection	tapes	and	leaves	the	hospital	without	anyones	knowledge.	She	takes	J.D.	under	her	own	wings	and	makes	it	her	commitment	not	to	let	J.D.	become	another	version	of	his	mother	or	his	grandfather.	J.D.s	relationship	with	his
mother	was	never	a	good	one.	He	respects	her	for	putting	herself	through	nursing	school	as	a	single	mother	and	what	she	became	after	that	was	a	total	nightmare.	J.D.s	confusion	about	whether	to	love	his	mother	or	hate	her	is	visible	throughout	the	film	and	Ron	Howard	has	beautifully	showcased	that	on	screen.	It	is	mesmerizing.	A	character
suffering	from	so	many	doubts	is	always	a	treat	in	Cinema	because	it	holds	the	layer	where	you	play	with	emotions.	A	perfect	example	of	it	would	be,	when	J.D.	comes	back	to	Ohio	and	is	trying	to	get	a	room	for	his	mother	so	she	doesnt	end	up	dead	or	ODd	again,	he	gets	utterly	frustrated.	He	had	all	reasons	to	be,	first	of	all,	he	has	a	life-changing
interview	the	next	day,	and	his	sister	refuses	to	take	Bev	to	her	house	because	of	her	own	kids,	and	their	mother	doesnt	have	medical	insurance	to	get	herself	admitted	in	an	institution.	With	so	many	conflicts	in	and	around	his	mind,	J.D.	screams	at	Bev.	It	is	when	Linsday	tells	David	that	he	is	repeating	the	same	mistakes	Bev	did	at	her	young	age,	to
be	in	guilt	and	remorse.	J.D.	counters	Linsday	saying	why	she	is	defending	Bev	because	Bev	has	always	been	cruel	to	Linsday.	I	cant	defend	her,	but	Im	trying	to	forgive	her.	If	you	dont,	youre	never	gonna	get	out	of	what	youre	trying	to	get	out	of.Linsday	J.D.s	constant	struggle	throughout	is	not	to	end	up	like	his	mother	and	thats	what	the	whole	film
is	trying	to	explore,	whether	his	choices	would	be	a	repetition	of	the	family	legacy	or	will	he	break	the	chain.	In	the	end,	J.D.	creates	a	new	path	and	life	for	himself.	And	remembers	Mamaw	who	was	the	only	savior	he	had.	He	still	misses	him.	Twice	I	needed	to	be	rescued.	The	first	time	it	was	Mamaw	who	saved	me.	The	second,	it	was	what	she
taught	me.	That	where	we	come	from	is	who	we	are,	but	we	choose	every	day	who	we	become.	My	family	is	not	perfect,	but	they	made	me	who	I	am	and	gave	me	the	chances	that	they	never	had.	My	future,	whatever	it	is,	is	our	shared	legacy.J.D.	Now,	here	comes	the	secret.	Hans	Zimmer	along	with	David	Fleming	filled	the	background	with	his
emotional	score.	If	you	have	seen	the	film	or	might	plan	to	watch	it,	listen	to	the	music	in	each	scene	and	realize	what	music	can	do	if	treated	in	the	right	manner.	It	is	the	artistry	of	Zimmer	that	amplifies	each	emotion	and	heightens	it	till	it	reaches	your	core.	With	an	overly	moving	story	and	Howards	filmmaking	combined	with	Zimmers	score,	the
film	comes	out	as	a	work	of	art	that	one	cant	stop,	but	stand	still	and	cherish.	Hillbilly	Elegy	(film)	is	based	on	the	true	story	of	J.	D.	Vance,	and	I	dont	know	how	much	on	the	screen	is	true.	I	only	know	one	thing,	how	it	made	me	feel.	And	I	felt	emotional.	Robert	Bresson	quotes,	Id	rather	people	feel	a	film	before	understanding	it.	Id	rather	feelings
arise	before	intellect.	Enough	said,	If	you	havent	watched	Hillbilly	Elegy	(film),	do	stream	it	right	away.	It	is	not	something	you	should	miss.	Hillbilly	Elegy	(film)	is	streaming	on	Netflix.	For	more	Quality	Content,	Do	visitDigital	Mafia	Talkies	|	DMT	117min	-	English,	Polish,	Portuguese,	Spanish,	French	Subscription	5.99	/	month	Share	copy	and
redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if
changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological
measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended
use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Jump	toSummaries	(2)Synopsis	(1)EditSuggest	an	edit	or	add	missing	contentBy	what	name	was	Hillbilly	Elegy	(2020)	officially	released	in	India	in	Hindi?AnswerYou	have	no	recently	viewed	pages	Director:	Ron	Howard	Genre:	Drama,
Biography	Release	year:	2020	Runtime	(length):	1h	56min	IMDb	rating:	6.7/10	(58K	votes)	Rotten	Tomatoes:	25%	A	guy	leaves	his	crazy	family,	goes	to	Yale,	then	has	to	go	back	to	his	crazy	family	again.	The	movie	introduces	J.D.	Vance,	a	Yale	Law	student,	who	is	pulled	back	to	his	Ohio	hometown	due	to	a	family	crisis.	Flashbacks	reveal	his
challenging	upbringing	in	Jackson,	Kentucky,	and	later	in	Ohio,	marked	by	poverty	and	his	mother	Bevs	struggles	with	drug	addiction	and	instability.	These	early	experiences	shape	his	understanding	of	family	dynamics	and	the	cycle	of	poverty.	J.D.s	grandmother,	Mamaw,	emerges	as	a	stabilizing	force	in	his	life.	She	provides	him	with	tough	love	and
encouragement,	pushing	him	to	focus	on	his	education	and	escape	the	cycle	of	dysfunction.	Mamaws	unwavering	support	becomes	a	turning	point,	enabling	him	to	make	better	choices	and	strive	for	a	brighter	future.	Her	character	is	central	to	J.D.s	eventual	success.	As	J.D.	navigates	Yale	Law	School,	he	grapples	with	the	conflicting	demands	of	his
familys	ongoing	struggles	and	his	own	aspirations.	The	film	contrasts	his	academic	pursuits	with	the	chaotic	reality	of	his	home	life,	highlighting	the	emotional	toll	of	straddling	two	different	worlds.	This	tension	underscores	the	challenges	of	overcoming	ones	background	and	the	sacrifices	required	for	upward	mobility.	If	you	plan	to	watch	the	movie
first,	watch	here	and	come	back	to	this	section	afterward.	J.D.s	Choice	and	FutureFacing	a	critical	interview	that	could	secure	his	future,	J.D.	is	torn	between	staying	in	Ohio	to	help	his	mother	and	returning	to	Yale.	He	ultimately	makes	a	difficult	decision,	driven	by	the	understanding	that	he	cannot	save	his	mother	from	herself.	This	choice
represents	his	acceptance	of	the	past	and	his	commitment	to	forging	a	different	path.Reflections	on	Family	and	LegacyThe	film	concludes	with	J.D.	reflecting	on	his	family	history	and	the	lessons	he	has	learned.	He	acknowledges	the	complexities	of	his	upbringing	and	the	enduring	impact	of	his	relationships	with	Mamaw	and	Bev.	The	ending
emphasizes	the	importance	of	personal	responsibility	and	the	possibility	of	breaking	free	from	destructive	patterns.	Biopics	are	familiar	ground	for	Ron	Howard.	In	a	filmmaking	career	spanning	nearly	four	decades,	he	has	made	some	of	the	most	of	the	well-known	biographical	films	in	the	history	of	American	cinema,	including	the	highly-celebrated
Apollo	13	and	A	Beautiful	Mind.	One	common	theme	that	has	resonated	in	almost	all	of	Rons	works	is	the	ultimately	uplifting	pursuit	of	the	American	Dream.	His	2020	outing,	Hillbilly	Elegy,	revolves	around	three	generations	of	the	Vance	family	and	their	collective	desire	for	happiness	while	clinging	to	their	Appalachian	values.	SPOILERS	AHEAD.
Hillbilly	Elegy	Plot	SynopsisThe	film	is	based	on	the	memoir	of	the	same	name	by	J.	D.	Vance.	Its	non-linear	narrative	has	two	distinct	storylines	that	eventually	combine	to	give	the	movie	a	coherent	ending.	One	story	follows	J.D.	(Owen	Asztalos)	when	he	is	in	his	early	teens,	while	in	the	other	set	about	14	years	later	J.D.	(Gabriel	Basso)	is	a	Yale
student	looking	to	secure	an	internship	at	a	law	firm	in	Washington	so	that	he	can	move	there	with	his	girlfriend,	Usha	(Freida	Pinto).J.D.	grew	up	in	Middletown,	Ohio,	although	he	has	always	considered	himself	to	be	from	Jackson,	Kentucky.	Its	where	his	grandparents,	Mamaw	(Glenn	Close)	and	Papaw	(Bo	Hopkins),	are	from.	Every	year,	the	family
spends	some	time	there.	But	its	not	their	home,	no	matter	how	much	J.D.	wishes	it	to	be.	Although	they	always	will	be	rooted	in	Kentucky,	their	home	is	in	Ohio.	J.D.s	grandparents	were	the	ones	who	first	moved	there	when	they	were	not	much	older	than	J.D.	is	now.	However,	their	pursuit	of	happiness	didnt	turn	out	to	be	the	way	they	wanted	it	to.As
we	later	learn,	the	marriage	was	abusive	and	left	irreparable	psychological	and	emotional	imprints	on	their	two	daughters,	Bev	(Amy	Adams)	and	Lori.	Mamaw	and	Papaw	have	since	split	up	and	lived	in	different	houses.	Bev,	who	is	J.D.	and	his	sister	Lindsays	(Haley	Bennett)	mother,	hasnt	done	a	better	job	than	her	parents	with	her	children.	Her	life
has	become	a	string	of	forgettable	men.	She	is	a	trained	nurse	but	cant	seem	to	keep	a	job.	She	has	drug	issues	that	are	getting	progressively	worse.	Her	children	are	the	ones	who	often	end	up	taking	care	of	her.When	J.D.	starts	using	marijuana	and	vandalizes	a	property	with	his	friends,	Mamaw	decides	that	it	is	time	for	her	to	step	in.	After	J.D.
moves	in	with	Mamaw,	her	firm	but	loving	influence	gradually	changes	him.	He	enlists	in	the	US	Marines	and	serves	in	Iraq.	After	returning	to	civilian	life,	he	attends	Ohio	State	before	enrolling	in	Yale	Law	School.	By	2011,	he	is	vying	for	the	internship	when	Lindsay	calls	him	and	tells	him	that	Bev	has	overdosed	on	heroin.Hillbilly	Elegy	EndingThe
plot	shifts	back	and	forth	between	the	younger	and	older	J.D.	as	he	travels	from	New	Haven,	Connecticut,	to	Middletown	to	see	his	mother.	There	is	a	certain	amount	of	survivor	guilt	in	him	when	it	comes	to	his	sister,	Lindsay.	She	has	her	own	family	now,	but	because	she	never	left	her	hometown,	the	responsibility	of	looking	after	their	mother	almost
automatically	fell	on	her.What	J.D.	fails	to	understand	in	that	brief	moment	of	hubris	of	his	success	is	that	his	sister	has	found	happiness	in	her	own	way.	Lindsay	is	married	to	a	man	she	has	been	in	love	with	since	she	was	a	teenager	and	is	a	wonderful	mother	to	her	three	children.	She	has	clearly	managed	to	overcome	the	precedence	set	by	her
mother	and	grandmother.Overcoming	FearJ.D.	has	to	put	everything	on	hold	when	he	returns	to	his	old	life,	including	the	internship	and	even	his	relationship	with	Usha.	When	he	first	learns	that	he	has	been	selected	for	the	final	round	of	the	interview,	he	is	genuinely	happy.	But	then,	guilt	returns	and	brings	frustration	with	it.	He	knows	that	if	he
starts	driving	soon,	he	will	be	in	New	Haven	in	time	for	the	interview.However,	seeing	how	volatile	Bev	has	become,	J.D.	teeters	between	his	responsibility	as	a	son	and	his	hope	to	attain	the	American	Dream.	It	is	Lindsay	who	comes	to	his	rescue	then	and	rebukes	him	for	making	them	his	excuse.	She	knows	that	he	is	afraid	because	he	is	so	close	to
achieving	his	life-long	goals.	More	importantly,	she	knows	that	if	J.D.	misses	this	opportunity,	he	will	blame	them	as	well	as	himself	for	the	rest	of	his	life.Embracing	DestinyPart	of	J.D.s	attempt	to	hide	certain	aspects	of	his	family	from	Usha	stems	from	his	sense	of	shame.	Again,	its	Lindsay	who	advises	her	brother	to	let	his	girlfriend	in.	As	it	turns
out,	they	have	more	things	in	common	than	he	initially	thought.	After	all,	she	was	born	into	an	immigrant	family	and	has	seen	her	share	of	struggles.	He	speaks	about	her	to	Bev	as	he	drives	her	around	the	town.	She	first	refuses	to	be	admitted	to	a	rehabilitation	facility.J.D.	then	takes	Bev	to	her	boyfriends	home,	who	throws	out	her	clothes	and
demands	that	they	leave.	On	his	sisters	advice,	he	takes	Bev	to	a	motel,	still	unsure	whether	he	should	go	or	stay.	But	when	he	stops	his	mother	from	injecting	herself	with	heroin,	he	realizes	that	he	cant	save	her.	Bev	used	to	be	a	good	student	and	had	a	bright	future	ahead	of	her.	But	after	her	life	started	going	spiraling	out	of	control,	she	never
recovered.Bevs	mother	and	father	werent	there	for	her.	When	Mamaw	took	on	the	responsibility	of	raising	J.D.,	it	was	her	way	of	making	up	for	her	failure	with	Bev.	Although	Mamaw	dies	some	years	after	J.D.joins	the	Marines,	the	impression	she	left	on	him	is	permanent.	Remembering	his	grandmothers	words,	he	walks	away	from	his	unstable
mother.	where	we	came	from	is	who	we	are,	but	we	choose	every	day	who	we	become.As	J.D.	walks	into	the	interview	room,	he	accepts	that	he	is	part	of	a	legacy	that	he	shares	with	other	members	of	his	family,	both	dead	and	alive.	At	the	same	time,	he	looks	forward	to	what	lies	ahead.	The	film	ends	after	informing	the	audience	that	the	real	J.	D.
Vance	and	Usha	are	married	and	have	two	children.	Bev	has	been	sober	for	six	years,	and	her	life	now	mostly	revolves	around	her	five	grandchildren.	The	film	also	reveals	that	J.D.	has	moved	back	to	Ohio	with	his	family.	Evidently,	he	has	indeed	found	the	American	Dream	or	rather	the	modern	rendition	of	it.Read	More:	Movies	Like	Hillbilly	Elegy
The	film	version	of	J.D.	Vances	memoirHillbilly	Elegy	arrives	on	Netflix	so	encumbered	by	cultural	baggage	and	expectationsthat	its	hard	to	appreciate	what	it	actually	isalong	with	thethings	it	does	well,	which	are	numerous,	and	understated	enough	to	vanish	in	the	haze	of	the	zeitgeist.	Its	not	a	great	or	even	particularly	distinctive	movie,	but	its
heartfelt	and	plain-spoken	enough	that	it	mightconnect	with	viewerswhose	families	have	dealt	with	addiction	and	recovery,	domestic	abuse,	financial	deprivation,	and	other	problems	highlighted	in	the	story.Jumping	between	1997	and	2011,	often	incoherently,	Hillbilly	Elegy	isanother	entry	in	a	sub-genre	that	could	be	labeled	Getting	Outthe	story	ofa
sensitive,	intelligent,	often	creativeperson	who	grew	upin	deprivation	and	disharmony,	amid	generations	doomed	to	repeat	destructivecycles	of	behavior	and	never	leave	the	place	that	formed	them.	Its	a	durable	mode	of	storytelling	represented	by	countless	notable	films,	fromI	Vitelloni,	Mean	Streetsand	Cinema	Paradiso	to	Boyz	N	the	Hood,
Girlfight,	Real	Women	Have	Curves	and	the	recent	Mickey	and	the	Bear	and	Them	That	Follow.Played	as	an	adult	by	Gabriel	Basso,	and	as	a	teenager	byOwen	Asztalos,J.D.	is	an	eloquent,	honorable,	decent-souled	kid	from	a	dead-end	townwho	will	end	up	attending	Yale	Law	School	and	finding	love	with	an	Indian-American	law	student	named	Usha
(Freida	Pinto,	doing	the	best	she	can	in	a	supportive	girlfriend	role	thats	literally	phoned	in	due	to	the	heros	travel	schedule).But	even	as	lifesuccesses	accumulate,	J.D.	remains	constrained	by	his	culture(working-class-to-poor	white,	mired	in	unemployment,	and	at	risk	ofaddiction).	Things	come	to	a	head	when,	the	day	beforean	interview	for	a
summer	law	clerk	job	that	could	fund	his	next	semester,	hes	called	home	to	deal	with	his	mother	Bev	(Amy	Adams),	an	addict	whos	been	in	and	out	of	rehab	for	addiction	and	just	survived	a	heroinoverdose.	The	past	is	never	past,	especially	where	family	is	concerned:thats	the	closest	thing	to	a	message	that	this	film	is	genuinely	interested	in.The
Vance	clanhails	from	asmall	mountaintown	inNorthern	Kentucky.	Itsthe	kind	of	place	where	families	hold	onto	totaled	cars	to	strip	for	parts,	andneighbors	warn	kids	headed	to	the	local	swimming	hole	to	watch	out	for	poisonous	snakes.	J.D.uses	a	distant	connection	to	the	Hatfield-McCoy	feud	at	a	supperwith	well-heeled	Yalies,	literally	dining	out	on	a
stereotype.	He	somewhat	hates	himself	when	he	does	this,	but	figures	cultural	currency,	like	the	paper	kind,	might	as	well	be	spent.J.D.s	grandmotherMamaw	(Glenn	Close)made	it	out	a	couple	of	generations	earlier	andsettled	in	Middletown,	Ohio,	the	type	of	once-thriving	factory	town	that	Bruce	Springsteen	wrote	lots	of	songs	about.	But	the	change
in	scenery	didnt	break	the	cultural	cycles	that	defined	her:	Mamaw	fled	a	background	rife	with	domestic	violence	only	to	get	into	an	abusive	relationship	herself,	and	her	daughters	addiction	has	made	the	next	generations	life	a	living	hell.Whats	interesting	here	is	that	thefilmmakers	seem	to	have	made	a	conscious	decision	not	to	explain	any	of	this
stuff	to	people	who	might	not	already	know	about	it.	Directed	by	veteran	Ron	Howardprobably	the	closest	thing	to	an	Americana	specialist	still	working	in	big-budget	mainstream	dramasHillbilly	Elegyhas	little	interest	in	making	sweeping	statements	about	the	historical	roots	of	white,	working	class,	RepublicanRust	Belt	grievances	against	so-called
Blue	America.That	was	the	source	of	the	booksappeal	in	the	aftermath	of	Donald	Trumps	electionthe	thing	that	made	it	a	surprise	bestseller,	and	a	sort	of	Rosetta	Stone	for	media	pundits	trying	to	understand	what	happened.	Its	understandable	that	the	movie	version	might	strike	some	viewersasevasive	for	subsuming	Vances	wider	canvas	(whatever
they	thought	of	its	accuracy)to	the	subtext	of	characters	conversations	and	decisions.	The	editing	sometimes	cuts	quickly	between	present-day	Middletown,	with	its	boarded-up	storefronts	and	shuttered	manufacturing	complexes,	to	earlier	eras	when	there	was	a	sense	of	economic	possibility.When	J.D.	finds	out	that	his	mother	is	about	to	be	kicked
out	of	the	hospital	and	needs	to	find	an	open	bed	in	a	recovery	facility	as	soon	as	possible,	he	tells	family	and	friends,	and	their	suggestions	testify	to	their	own	firsthand	experience	dealing	with	this	problem.The	poker-faced	approach	often	backfires,	particularly	when	Hillbilly	Elegy	focuses	on	the	life	of	Mamaw,	a	compassionate	yethardbitten,	insult-
spewing	force	of	nature.	Closes	curly	wig,	huge	glasses,	deglamorizingmakeup	and	brazenperformance	choices	(Mamaw	has	a	lit	cigarette	in	her	mouth	at	all	times,	evenwhen	stocking	a	pantry)	have	been	accused	of	insensitivity	or	Hollywood	caricature.But	I	suspect	this	may	be	a	case	where	Howard,	screenwriter	Vanessa	Taylor,	and	the	cast	and
crew	were	so	determined	to	be	perceivedcompassionate	that	they	dried	out	the	inherent	absurdity	of	the	situations.A	more	challenging	(though	sure-to-be-controversial)	approach	mightve	landed	the	film	in	a	zone	similar	to	Precious:	Based	on	the	Novel	Push	by	Sapphire,	where	you	werent	sure	if	it	was	appropriate	to	laugh	at	the	borderline-gothic
situations	depicted	onscreen	even	though	the	audience	around	you	was	roaring.	Heres	the	thing,	though:its	actually	OK	to	laugh	at	outwardly	ridiculousreal-life	horrors	as	long	asyou	understand	and	appreciate	the	circumstancesparticularly	when	its	your	peoplewho	are	being	depicted,	which	turnsthe	experience	into	something	intimate,	shared
andcathartic.	Howard	and	company	are	tourists	here,	though,	so	its	understandable	that	the	moviewouldnt	have	the	nerve	to	put	its	foot	down	on	the	tonal	accelerator	and	veer	into	black	comedy	and	surrealism	(even	though	the	movie	occasionally	cries	out	for	that	approachparticularly	in	a	flashback	where	young	Mamaw	sets	her	abusive
drunkhusband	on	fire	in	front	of	a	Christmas	tree	while	O	Holy	Night	plays	on	a	radio).I	dont	want	to	invalidate	anyones	take	on	how	believable	or	empathetic	the	portrayal	of	Mamawis,	because	everyones	mileage	will	vary.But	its	worth	pointing	out	that	the	obligatory	credits	scroll	of	real-life	photos	of	the	fictionalized	characters	confirms	that
Mamaw	did	indeed	look	just	like	thatand	that	a	friend	who	grew	up	poor	and	white	in	small-town	Arkansas	and	watched	this	film	with	me	gasped	when	Close	first	appeared.	Oh	my	God,	she	said.	Its	my	grandmother,	except	for	the	cigarette.Likewise,Adams	performance	has	been	dinged	for	its	unmodulated	desperation	and	histrionics,	but	Ifelt
stirrings	of	recognition	watching	her	scenes	opposite	the	elder	and	younger	J.D.,	having	dealt	many	times	with	a	family	member	whose	life	is	wreck	for	the	same	reasons	as	Bevs.	Addicts	who	are	constantly	bottoming	out,	flirting	with	recovery,	and	going	back	to	their	destructive	behaviorsarent	known	for	subtlety.Although	the	heroJ.D.,	as	written	and
performed,	is	dullthis	is	not	a	knock	against	either	of	the	actors,	who	are	doing	what	the	script	and	director	required	of	themthe	dullness	is	integral	to	the	heros	relationship	with	most	of	the	characters	back	home.	Its	the	rocklike,	reactive	nature	of	J.D.	that	makes	his	escape	plausible.Some	of	the	early	screenwriting	details	lay	onthe	country	man	vs.
the	elites	details	rather	thickis	it	reallybelievable	that	this	guy	wouldve	goneall	the	way	to	Yale	Law	School	without	learning	which	utensil	to	use	for	which	course,	or	that	theres	more	than	one	type	of	white	wine?but	the	actors	sell	it,	and	Howards	subdued	yetborderline-mythologizing	approach	to	J.D.is	part	of	a	long	snobs-vs.-slobs	tradition	in
American	film.I	like	that	the	story	ends	on	a	slightly	unresolved	note	(immediately	spoiled	by	title	cards	telling	you	what	happened	to	everybody),	with	the	hero	taking	stock	in	everything	hes	tried	to	do	for	his	mother	and	their	extended	family,	and	figuring	how	far	he	can	extend	his	compassionbefore	it	breaks	him.	It	feels	realistic	and	right,	and
validates	something	we	know	to	be	true:you	cant	save	others	if	they	wont	savethemselves.Iwanted	a	bigger,	bolder,	more	imaginative	take	on	this	material	than	Hillbilly	Elegy	is	willing	or	able	to	deliver.But	theres	still	a	lot	to	like	hereparticularly	the	way	Howard	and	his	collaborators	keep	reminding	you	that	the	same	incantatory	defense	mechanism
that	allows	people	to	endure	rotten	circumstancesfamily	iseverything,	and	relatives	always	stick	togetheris	whatcements	their	bondage	to	dark	forces	in	their	lives.	At	key	points	in	the	films,	characters	are	given	a	choice	to	do	the	morally	or	legally	correct	thing	or	stick	by	their	kin	while	the	kin	are	right	there	looking	on,	waiting	for	the
decision.Thecloseups	of	the	relatives	foretell	the	choicebefore	itsbeen	made.	Family	ties	bind.Available	in	select	theaters	today	and	on	Netflix	on	November	25th.	Hillbilly	Elegy	is	two	movies,	one	laughably	bad	and	one	boringly	bad.	They're	stitched	together	with	the	kind	of	flashback	structure	that	makes	you	think	it's	time	to	cancel	flashbacks.	In
2011,	law	student	J.D	Vance	(Gabriel	Basso)	gets	called	home	from	Yale	to	his	heroin-addicted	mother	Bev	(Amy	Adams)	and	the	working-class	Ohio	life	he	left	behind.	Meanwhile,	in	the	'90s,	teen	J.D.	(Owen	Asztalos)	withstands	a	spiraling	single	mom	while	receiving	what	I	assume	the	press	notes	refer	to	as	"tough	love"	from	Mamaw	(Glenn	Close),
his	grandmother.	The	film	(now	streaming	on	Netflix)	adapts	Vance's	own	bestselling	memoir,	and	Vanessa	Taylor's	script	struggles	to	fit	in	a	far-flung	life	story.	The	opening	scene	finds	young	J.D.	in	Kentucky,	his	family's	ancestral	home.	The	sun	glistens	on	beautiful	green	trees,	and	handsome	hairless	boys	with	casual	six	packs	try	to	drown	him,
yelling	"Go	back	to	Ohio!"	It's	the	opposite	of	authentic,	but	you	don't	go	to	a	Ron	Howard	movie	for	the	evocative	atmosphere.	Then	there's	an	awkward	attempt	to	crosscut	J.D.'s	youth	in	Middletown	with	Mamaw's	own	arrival	there,	when	she	was	young	and	pregnant	in	a	bustling	city	of	industry.	Citywide,	hope's	all	gone	by	J.D.'s	time.	Rich	ore	to
mine	here:	the	decline	of	the	middle	class,	the	loss	of	employment	opportunity,	what	it's	like	struggling	to	put	food	on	the	table	in	an	age	of	miracles.	Yet	everything	goes	wrong	in	the	execution.	The	2011	material	is	the	merely	boring	bit,	turning	class-conscious	reality	into	a	bland	fable	of	hard	work	paying	off.	Basso	looks	like	what	would	happen	if
Archie	Andrews	spent	ten	years	pushing	the	torture	wheel	from	Conan	the	Barbarian.	I	mean	that	as	an	almost-compliment:	The	simmering	rage	in	Basso's	blank	stare	is	the	only	believable	emotion	in	the	present-day	scenes.	Yale	is	a	series	of	joyless	fish-out-of-water	sketches:	so	many	confounding	white	wines,	a	loving	girlfriend	(Freida	Pinto)	who
laughs	when	he	says	"syrup"	with	one	syllable,	the	immortal	fancy-party	line	"Why	are	there	so	many	f---in'	forks?"	The	Ivy	League	is	an	awful	place	full	of	constant	affront	to	J.D.'s	roots.	And	yet,	the	dangling	promise	of	a	high-paying	law	gig	is	the	entire	plot	engine.	J.D.	must	drive	to	his	ruined	hometown,	take	care	of	mom	and	get	back	in	time	for	a
job	interview	that	will	promote	him	into	a	bourgeois	elite.	Weird	flex,	but	okay.	J.D.	finds	his	mom	recovering	from	an	overdose.	She	has	no	insurance,	maybe	nowhere	to	live.	"Welcome	home!"	says	J.D.'s	long-suffering	sister	(Haley	Bennett)	with	weary	irony.	A	line	like	that	ought	to	be	in	the	third	scene	of	a	movie.	Instead,	it's	40	minutes	into	a	two-
hour	runtime.	The	big	goofy	problem	is	the	parallel	'90s	story,	which	trips	up	all	plot	momentum	while	requiring	two	good	actors	to	give	miserably	off-key	performances.	As	the	younger	Bev,	Adams	has	two	speeds:	Loving,	and	"I	could	crash	this	car	and	I	could	kill	us!"	Her	descent	into	addiction	takes	maybe	two	scenes,	one	of	them	roller-skating
high	through	the	ICU	while	Bananarama's	"Cruel	Summer"	plays	on	the	soundtrack.	Playing	a	drug	addict	is	tricky.	On	a	story	level,	it	requires	patience:	Enough	narrative	real	estate	so	we	understand	the	person	behind	the	disease,	enough	scenes	that	aren't	just	a	freakout	acting	reel.	There's	no	delicacy	here,	just	dialogue	that's	limp	when	it	isn't
hilarious.	J.D.'s	stepbrother	actually	asks	him	"Wanna	get	high?"	before	J.D.	cautions	that	weed	is	a	gateway	drug.	All	Adams'	scenes	in	the	past	are	pitched	miles	above	Mommie	Dearest,	and	the	present	buries	her	in	a	wig.	The	horrible,	horrible	score	by	Hans	Zimmer	and	David	Fleming	sounds	like	a	parody	of	the	chirpy-sweet	music	tormenting	us
in	pandemic-era	commercials	about	how	things	will	get	better.	And	then	there	is	Mamaw.	I'm	reminded	of	Amazon's	Sea	Oak,	a	twisted	pilot	that	should've	been	a	series,	where	Close	played	an	elderly	auntie	resurrected	as	a	cruel	hedonistic	zombie.	Somehow	that	was	a	subtler	role	than	whatever	she's	doing	here.	Mamaw	has	the	one-liners	("I	don't
give	a	rat	fart	what	you're	smoking!")	and	does	a	full-blown	"Hasta	la	vista!"	bit	from	Terminator	2.	She's	supposed	to	be	funny	and	strong,	full	of	truth-bombs.	A	brief	sighting	of	the	real	woman	in	end-credits	home	video	confirms	that	Close	captured	Mamaw's	look	but	even	a	lame	SNL	impression	gets	the	haircut	right.	Close	never	seems	to	blink,	and
the	voice	she's	adopting	is	all	wrong,	a	parody	of	gumption	with	no	humanity	underneath.	Humanity:	That's	one	thing	missing	from	Hillbilly	Elegy,	and	it's	missing	entirely.	Actual	triumphs	of	spirit	are	hacked	to	pieces	or	left	out.	At	one	point,	young	J.D.	gets	good	at	Algebra,	ditches	his	nameless	go-nowhere	friends,	and	finds	a	part-time	job	all	in	a
brisk	montage.	Closing	chyrons	explain	that	Bev	got	clean.	Would've	been	interesting	to	see	that,	but	then	we	might've	missed	J.D.'s	own	achievements.	There's	an	eerie	myopia	here,	really,	generations	of	trauma	sacrificed	at	the	altar	of	one	man's	professional	success.	I	didn't	read	Vance's	book,	and	I	hope	the	problem	is	in	the	adaptation.	(Though:
The	awful	narration	sounds	ripped	from	the	page.)	The	memoir	became	a	two-stage	object	of	cultural	fascination,	first	as	a	kind	of	Red	State	explainer	for	Blue	Staters,	then	as	a	backlashed	cautionary	tale	for	anyone	seeking	easy	explanations	for	Trump.	Howard	never	works	in	that	cultural	register,	anyways.	Cinematically	speaking,	his	most
profound	social	statement	is	that	NASA	was	cool	when	he	was	young.	Still,	you	expect	professionalism	from	even	his	lesser	efforts,	and	Hillbilly	Elegy	feels	expensively	out	of	control,	crisscrossing	listless	scenes	with	hysterical	overacting.	Some	point	has	been	missed.	This	is	a	violent,	sorrowful	tale	bent	awkwardly	into	moving-biopic	shape.	Death,
addiction,	and	straight-up	poverty	keep	assaulting	J.D.'s	family,	claiming	one	victim	after	another	with	slasher	inevitability.	Howard	thinks	he's	making	an	inspirational	tale.	He	doesn't	realize	it's	an	American	horror	story.	GRADE:	F	Related	content:	
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