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If you're planning a trip to one or more of the 29 countries in the Schengen zone, then you might need a Schengen visa. And this includes Indian passport holders, citizens of India who are permanent residents of the U.K., Australia, Canada, and the U.S., and Indian Green Card holders. Below is some useful info to help you apply. How do I apply for a
Schengen Visa from India? The Schengen visa application process is similar in most countries. First, you’ll need to figure out what type of Schengen Visa you need. This will depend on the purpose and length of your trip, as well as how many times you plan to visit your country (or countries) of choice. The standard Schengen Visa — aka a short-stay
visa — is issued for trips lasting up to 90 days. Longer stays will require a work or study visa. And if you plan on traveling to the Schengen Area regularly, you’ll need to be issued a multiple-entry visa. Whichever type of Schengen Visa you choose, you must apply for it no more than six months and no fewer than 15 days before your trip. However, It’s
best to give yourself at least three weeks before your date of departure — in case there are any delays in the processing of your application. Once you know which visa you need, you’ll need to get all the necessary paperwork together (more on that below). Then you fill out and submit an application. And then you’ll need to attend an interview at the
appropriate consulate, embassy, or visa application center. How much does a Schengen Visa cost in India? Schengen Visa costs are universal too. A Schengen Visa from India for one adult, therefore, costs €80 — or around X7,080. The same rate applies to children from 12 to 18 years old. For children from 6 to 11 years old, the rate is €40. And for
children under 6 years of age, the Schengen Visa is free. In certain cases, the Schengen visa fee may also be waived for participants (aged 25 years or less) in seminars, conferences, sporting, cultural, or educational events, students and teachers on study or training trips, and researchers travelling for the purpose of scientific research. Also keep in
mind that — depending on where and how you apply for your particular visa — you’ll usually have to pay certain administrative fees. And these fees are typically not reimbursed in the event that your visa is refused. What documents do I need to apply for a Schengen Visa from India? To apply for a Schengen Visa from India, you will need the
following: A Schengen Visa application form Two recently taken passport-style photos An Indian passport (or other travel documents) no older than 10 years and valid for at least three months after your departure date from the Schengen Area One copy of your passport’s data page (A4 size copy) A leave letter from your employer and/or employment
contract (if employed) A copy of your Indian business license and company bank statement (if self-employed) A no-objection certificate from your school or university and proof of enrolment (if student) A travel and medical insurance certificate (covering you up to costs of €30,000) Your travel itinerary Proof of accommodation (for your entire stay in
the Schengen area) Proof of your civil status (i.e., marriage certificate, birth certificate of children, death certificate of spouse, ration card if applicable, etc.) Proof of financial status: If employed: payslips of the past three months/employment contract If self-employed: Certificate of Proprietorship or other proof of ownership (proof of land title, proof
of income from agriculture (sales form), etc.) Personal original bank statement of the past three months with sufficient funds Income Tax Return (ITR) form or Form 16 (Certificate of Income Tax deducted at the source of salary) You may also need to provide proof of a pension or property income (if these are sources of income). All documents need to
be presented in the given order and in their original. Make sure you have copies of all your paperwork (A4 size) — in case you want to keep the originals. And DO NOT staple any documents. NOTE: We are doing our best to provide you with the most reliable and updated information possible. However, rules and regulations concerning visas may be
modified at any time by the consulate of your country of choice. Consequently, we can not be held accountable for these changes. So be sure to contact the appropriate embassy or consulate to obtain the specific terms and conditions in effect at the moment of the submission of your visa application. Do I need travel insurance when applying for a
Schengen Visa from India? Yes. In order to be approved for a Schengen Visa, you will need travel insurance. Your plan must cover you across the entire Schengen region (not only in the countries you plan to visit) and throughout the entire duration of your trip. You'll also need a minimum coverage of at least €30,000. Why choose AXA Schengen
Insurance? AXA offers three comprehensive travel insurance plans for Indian nationals travelling to the Schengen zone (and beyond). Our Basic Travel Insurance covers expenses of up to €30,000 and starts at €22 per week. Our Essential plan offers extended coverage up to costs of €100,000 and starts at €33/week. And our Annual insurance, starting
from €349,9 per year, allows you multiple entries to the Schengen zone from India (or anywhere else). All three AXA plans meet the necessary requirements for obtaining a Schengen Visa from India. And our travel insurance certificate can be instantly downloaded (and/or printed) online. Moreover, if you are refused a visa, AXA will refund your fees
in most circumstances. We’ll only ask that you provide official documentation explaining the reasons why your visa was refused by the relevant embassy, consulate, or visa application center. How do I book my Schengen Visa appointment if I live in India? Applicants living in India must book an appointment to be interviewed in order to obtain their
Schengen visa. They must then attend the interview in person — with all the necessary documents above, as well as for biometrics collection (i.e., fingerprints and digital photography). The interview is held at a consulate, embassy, or visa application center. Some countries use outsourced visa application centers located in most major Indian cities.
For example, France and Germany use the company VFSGlobal, which has centers in over a dozen cities — including Mumbai, Pune, Puducherry, Chennai, Jalandhar, Jaipur, Hyderabad, Goa, New Delhi, Kolkata, Bengaluru, and others. You can learn more about where to book an appointment for a Schengen visa in India here. How long does it take to
process my Schengen Visa from India? Schengen embassies/consulates in India typically require you to schedule an appointment 4-6 weeks in advance. The applications usually take around two weeks to process. However, during busier periods (and depending on your particular situation) it can take up to a month or two. So it’s best to apply early.
You can apply up to 6 months in advance. Learn more here. How to apply for specific Schengen countries’ Visas from India Millions of Indian passport holders visit Schengen countries each year, and getting a Schengen Visa from India is generally relatively painless. Some of the easier countries to apply to are Lithuania, Estonia, Latvia, Slovakia,
Switzerland, Luxembourg, Greece, and Iceland. Meanwhile, Sweden, Norway, and France have among the highest rejection rates. Below is a list of specific Schengen countries you can apply for (with step-by-step guidelines): Related Articles on Schengen visas for Indian citizens How to apply for Schengen visa in other countries ? FAQ What should I
do if my visa gets refused? If your visa is refused you have the right to appeal to the authorities in the Schengen member state where you applied. What if the Schengen country you intend to visit has no embassy or consulate in India? Although most countries are represented in India - those without an embassy will be represented by another
country’s consulate - which you should apply to. Which consulate should I apply to if I am traveling to multiple countries? You should apply to the country where you are planning to spend most of your trip - or if staying an equal amount of days in two countries - the one you plan to enter first. Published on: 05 December 2020 If you are thinking of
travelling to Europe from the UAE, you should seriously consider applying for a Schengen visa. France, Germany, Italy, and Spain are just four of the 26 Schengen visa countries (i.e. countries accessible with a Schengen visa), which gives you unrestricted access to the entire Schengen area. If you want to visit one or multiple countries in the
Schengen area, read on for basic information about how to apply for a Schengen visa from UAE, including where to apply for Schengen visa from Dubai, where to access the application for a Schengen visa from Dubai, Schengen visa countries, and the Schengen visa fee. If you are applying for a Schengen visa from the UAE, you should apply at least
two weeks (15 days) before you plan on leaving, and no later than six months before your trip. The Schengen visa fee for most adults is €80. Holders of diplomatic or service passports, children, and people who fall into other special categories may not have to pay at all (or may be entitled to a reduced rate). Certain countries accept online payment
for visa fees, prior to the submission of the application. Other countries will require you to pay during your visa appointment, so be sure to find out when and how you should pay (cash, check, etc). If you are applying for a Schengen visa in the UAE, you should apply via the country consulate or embassy of the Schengen state you want to travel to. If
you hope to travel to more than one Schengen country on the same journey, you should apply through the country where you intend to spend the most time. If you are spending an equal amount of time in two or more countries, you should apply to the first country you will enter in the Schengen area. For example, if you plan on entering the
Schengen area by flying from Abu Dhabi to Berlin, in order to travel around Germany, France, and Spain, and you are planning on spending twenty days in each country, you should apply for a Schengen visa from Germany (your point of first entry). If you are applying for a Schengen visa in the UAE, you will be happy to know that most of the top
Schengen countries have multiple missions around the Emirates. Certain countries work with visa service providers, so you may end up submitting your application to an external (non-consulate) company, which will forward your application to that country’s consulate/embassy. The following examples of Germany and France are provided below: If
you are applying for a Schengen visa for Germany: applicants from Al Ain or Ajman should apply through a visa application center located in Abu Dhabi, whereas if you are applying for a Schengen visa from Dubai, or from Ajman, Fujairah, Ras Al Khaimah, Sharjah, or Umm Al-Quwain, you should apply through a visa application center located in
Dubai. All German Schengen applications from the UAE are ultimately processed through the German Consulate General in Dubai. If you are applying for a Schengen visa for France: applicants from all seven Emirates have the option of applying either through a visa application center located in Abu Dhabi or Dubai. The Schengen visa Dubai
application (and the application for Abu Dhabi and all the Emirates) can be found online here. Most countries will accept this form, which is harmonized (i.e. universal to) all applicants, regardless of where they are applying to or from. If the embassy/consulate you are applying through accepts this form, print it out, sign, it, and submit it with the rest
of your required documents with your completed application. Certain countries, such as Germany, prefer that applicants apply online through an online visa navigator. If you are applying for a Schengen visa to Germany, you should therefore apply via that link, which is accessible in multiple languages including English and Arabic. Check with your
respective country consulate/embassy to determine the best way to access the Schengen visa application. If you are applying for a Schengen visa from Dubai or another Emirate, you will need to submit your Schengen visa application, as well as all the basic required documents listed here (including a passport, photos of yourself, and proof of travel
medical insurance). In addition to the basic required documents, you will also have to provide additional supplemental materials based on the type of visa you are applying for. For example, if you are applying for a Medical reasons Schengen visa, you will have to also submit information about the medical procedure you are planning on undergoing in
the Schengen area, as well as a recent medical report. After reviewing your application, consular authorities should report back to you with their decision in around 15 days. Occasionally, the processing period can be 30 days or (very rarely) take as long as 60 days. Certain countries require you to make an appointment prior to handing in your
documents. If you are applying through an online application portal, you may be given the option of making an appointment online, prior to submitting your application. Other countries might require you to contact the embassy/consulate directly to make an appointment, which you will likely have to attend in person. Most Schengen countries
require applicants to appear in person as part of the application process. Because all Schengen applicants are required to have their biometric information (fingerprints and photo) taken as part of their application, you will have to appear in person if you have never done this before. If you have already had your biometric information taken on a
previous Schengen visa application, you may not be required to appear in person in order to finalize your application. However, even applicants who have already applied for a Schengen visa may be asked to appear in person in order to submit to a short interview. The Schengen Area is a group of 26 European countries that have abolished passports
and other types of border control at their mutual borders. This means that anyone who enters the Schengen Area can travel freely between the countries within the area without the need for a new visa or passport check. However, citizens of certain countries need to obtain a Schengen visa to enter the Schengen Area. In this blog post, we will be
discussing the Schengen visa requirements for UAE residents who want to visit any of the Schengen countries. Which countries are in the Schengen Area? The 26 countries in the Schengen Area are Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta,
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and Liechtenstein. Nationals of some countries are exempt from the Schengen visa requirement, while others are required to obtain a visa before entering the Schengen Area. Schengen Visa Requirements for UAE Residents: UAE citizens can travel without a
Schengen visa in the European countries part of the Schengen Area. However, they will still need to present some documents at the port of entry, including their UAE passport or travel document, evidence of their purpose of visit, and proof that they have the required financial means to support their stay in the Schengen Area. Documents required
for a Schengen visa from the UAE For UAE residents who do not hold a UAE passport and do not belong to any of the Schengen visa-exempt categories, a Schengen visa is required to enter the Schengen Area. The Schengen visa allows the holder to enter and travel within the Schengen Area for a maximum of 90 days within a 180-day period. To apply
for a Schengen visa from the UAE, applicants need to provide the following documents: Valid passport or travel document: The passport or travel document must be valid for at least three months after their intended stay in the Schengen Area. Purpose of visit: Applicants must provide evidence of the purpose of their visit, such as a letter of invitation
from a friend or family member, hotel reservations, or a tour itinerary. Financial means: Applicants must prove that they possess the required financial means to support their stay in the Schengen Area. This includes providing bank statements or proof of employment and income. Other documents: Depending on the purpose of the visit, additional
documents may be required, such as proof of travel insurance, a letter from an employer, or a return flight reservation. Common issues that UAE residents may face when applying for a Schengen visa include: Lack of documentation: Many applicants fail to provide all the required documentation, leading to the rejection of their visa application.
Incomplete or inaccurate application forms: Applicants must fill out the visa application form accurately and completely to avoid any delays or rejections. Previous visa rejections: If an applicant has been refused a Schengen visa in the past, they may face additional scrutiny when applying for a new visa. Need for more financial means: Applicants must
prove that they have enough financial means to support their stay in the Schengen Area. This includes providing bank statements or proof of employment and income. Also read: Top Reasons For UK Visa Denials and How to Avoid Them Tips for a Successful Schengen Visa Application Here are some tips to help UAE residents increase their chances of
getting their Schengen visa approved: Plan ahead: Applicants should start the visa application process well before their intended travel dates to avoid any last-minute issues. You can apply 6 months prior to the trip. Provide complete and accurate information: Applicants must fill out the visa application form accurately and completely and provide all
the required documentation to avoid any delays or rejections. Show strong ties to the UAE: Applicants should provide evidence of their strong ties to the UAE, such as proof of employment, property ownership, or family relationships, to show that they are likely to return to the UAE after their visit to the Schengen Area. Seek professional assistance:
Applicants may consider seeking professional assistance from a visa consultant or a travel agency to help them navigate the visa application process. The Schengen visa fee for UAE residents varies depending on the type of visa and the duration of stay. As of 2023, the Schengen visa fee for adults is 80 Euros for a single-entry visa. Children between
the ages of 6 and 12 pay a reduced fee of 40 Euros for a single-entry visa and. Children under the age of 6 are exempt from the visa fee. In addition to the visa fee, applicants may need to pay additional fees for services such as courier delivery or document translation. Schengen Visa Processing Time and Fees for UAE Residents 2025 The processing
time for a Schengen visa typically takes about 15 working days. However, this can vary depending on the embassy handling your application. The standard fee for a Schengen visa is €90 (around AED 339) for adults. In addition to this, there may be an appointment fee, which varies based on the country you are applying to. It’s best to apply for your
visa at least 90 days before your planned travel date. While applications can be submitted up to 180 days in advance, applying early gives you enough time to handle any unexpected delays. Planning and being aware of the fees and processing times will make your Schengen visa application smoother and stress-free. Conclusion Schengen visa
requirements for UAE residents vary depending on their nationality and purpose of travel. While UAE passport holders do not need to have a Schengen visa to enter the Schengen Area, residents of other nationalities living in the UAE may need to obtain a Schengen visa. To apply for a Schengen visa, UAE residents must gather all the required
documents, schedule a visa interview for submission of documents, and pay the visa fee. By following the tips provided in this article, UAE residents can increase their chances of a successful Schengen visa application. FAQ 1. What is a Schengen Visa? A Schengen Visa is a short-stay visa that allows visitors to travel to any of the 29 European
countries of the Schengen Area for up to 90 days within 180 days. To learn more about the different types of Schengen visas, check this out. 2. How to Get a Schengen Visa from Dubai Identify the Schengen country where you’ll be spending the most time or where your primary purpose of visit lies. Gather Required Documents: Collect your Passport
(valid for at least 3 months beyond your intended stay), Visa Application Form, Recent passport-sized photographs, Travel Medical Insurance, Proof of Accommodation (hotel bookings, invitation letter), Proof of Financial Means (bank statements, etc.), Round-trip Flight Tickets, Travel Itinerary, Proof of Civil Status (if applicable) Schedule an
Appointment: Book an appointment at the embassy or consulate of your main destination country in Dubai. Submit Application: Submit your completed application form and all supporting documents in person. Pay Visa Fees: Pay the applicable visa fees in the designated currency. Biometric Data: Provide your fingerprints and photographs. Wait for
Decision: The processing time for a Schengen Visa can vary. 3. Which Schengen Visa is the Easiest to Get from Dubai? There’s no universally “easiest” Schengen Visa. The ease of obtaining a visa depends on individual circumstances and the specific requirements of each country. However, some countries may have slightly less stringent
requirements or faster processing times. 4. How Long Does a Schengen Visa Last? A Schengen Visa is typically valid for up to 90 days within a 180-day period. The exact duration depends on the type of visa and the issuing country. 5. Can I Travel to Multiple Schengen Countries with One Visa? Yes, a single Schengen Visa allows you to travel to any
of the 29 Schengen countries within the validity period of the visa. 6. Do I Need a Visa for All Schengen Countries? Yes, you generally need a visa to enter any of the Schengen countries, regardless of your nationality. However, some nationalities may be eligible for visa-free travel under certain conditions. 7. What Are the Common Reasons for
Schengen Visa Rejection from Dubai? Insufficient Financial Means: Not being able to demonstrate sufficient funds to cover your travel expenses. Lack of Travel Medical Insurance: Not having adequate travel insurance that meets Schengen visa requirements. Incomplete or Inaccurate Application: Submitting a visa application with missing
information or incorrect details. Suspicious Travel Itinerary: Providing a travel itinerary that raises concerns about your travel intentions. Previous Visa Violations: Having a history of visa violations or overstaying in Schengen countries. Security Concerns: If your application raises security concerns for the issuing country. Determine the type of
Schengen visa needed based on purpose and entry requirements.Collect required documents like application form, passport, travel insurance, biometric data, flight itinerary, and funds proof.Be prepared for the application process by understanding visa types, needed documents, and additional requirements.Dreaming of wandering through the
romantic streets of Paris, or exploring the ancient ruins of Rome? Maybe you’re planning to take on a multi-country European adventure. If these destinations are on your bucket list, you may need what’s called a Schengen Visa - your golden ticket to unhindered travel across many European nations. But before you start packing your bags, there’s a
journey you’ll need to embark on first: navigating the Schengen Visa application process.Fear not, traveler. Though it may sound daunting, applying for this visa is a step you can confidently take with the right guide. In this article, we’ll walk you through the process, from figuring out which type of Schengen Visa fits your travel dreams to gathering
all the documents you’ll need to get your application stamped with approval. Allow us to be your compass, leading you through the details and requirements, ensuring that your focus remains on the exciting travels ahead, rather than the paperwork. Now, let’s start your adventure with the very first step: understanding which Schengen Visa is right
for you.Traveling to Europe offers an exciting opportunity to explore various cultures and landscapes. If your journey includes multiple European countries, securing a Schengen Visa is essential for a hassle-free experience. This guide outlines the necessary steps to apply for a Schengen Visa.Before initiating your visa application, understanding the
type of Schengen visa that suits your travel needs is crucial. Your visa type depends on the purpose of your visit and the frequency of your travel within the Schengen area. Here are the options:Uniform Schengen Visas (USV)Single-entry visa: Allows you to enter the Schengen Area only once for the duration of your visa.Double-entry visa: Permits a
second entry to the Schengen Area within the validity of your visa.Multiple-entry visa: Enables unlimited entries into the Schengen Area, provided you adhere to the 90/180 rule, which means not staying in the Schengen area for more than 90 days within any 180-day period.Limited Territorial Validity Visas (LTV)Specific country travel: Allows travel
only within the Schengen member country that issued the visa, restricting movement across borders to other Schengen states.Identify the Right Visa: Select the visa type that best matches your travel purpose and length.Check Entry Rules: Even if you hold a multiple-entry visa, remember the 90/180 rule to avoid overstays.Try our Calculator to find
out what a 90/180 Schegen Visa stay date is for you.For further details about visa types and application requirements, visiting official resources like the European Commission’s Migration and Home Affairs page can provide authoritative information. Verify if you need a visa based on your nationality and travel purpose. * Check nationality
requirements ¢ Verify travel purpose eligibility Understand which type of visa matches your travel needs. Find your nearest visa application center for submission. * Check official centers list Fill out and download required application forms. * Download official forms Apply at least 15 days before your planned travel Keep copies of all submitted
documents Ensure your passport has at least 6 months validity By understanding these visa categories and adhering to application rules, you can ensure a smooth process as you plan your European adventure.Schengen Visa Application: Step-by-Step GuideWhen applying for a Schengen Visa, it’s essential to gather all necessary documents to submit
to the embassy or consulate of the Schengen country you wish to visit. Below is a detailed checklist of the documents you will need:Application Form: Complete the Schengen Visa application form.Valid Passport: Must be valid for at least three months beyond your departure date from the Schengen Area.Recent Photograph: Ensure that your photo
complies with the Schenegen Visa Photo Guidelines.Biometric Data: Submit your fingerprints and facial images at the consulate. This data is stored in the Schengen Visa Information System (VIS).Previous Visas: Copies of any previous Schengen visas.Flight Itinerary: Include dates and flight numbers of entry and exit from the Schengen
area.Schengen Travel Insurance: Minimum coverage of €30,000, valid in all Schengen countries. Refer to approved insurance options.Proof of Sufficient Funds: Bank statements or other proof to support yourself during your stay.Accommodation Proof: Hotel bookings or an invitation letter if staying with a host.Cover Letter: Explaining the purpose of
your visit to the Schengen area. Visa Fee Proof: Receipt of paid visa fees.Depending on your individual circumstances and the purpose of your trip, you may need to provide extra documents.When planning to travel to the Schengen Area, it’s essential to know where to submit your visa application. The location where you need to apply depends on
both the country where you reside and your travel plans within the Schengen Zone. Here are your primary options for submitting a Schengen Visa application:Embassy: The official diplomatic representation of a Schengen country in your country of residence.Consulate: A subordinate diplomatic office of the Schengen country where you wish to
travel.Authorized Visa Center: These centers are authorized by the embassy of your destination country to handle visa applications.Embassy or Consulate of a Proxy Schengen Country: In some cases, another Schengen country’s embassy or consulate may process visa applications on behalf of the country you intend to visit.Single Country Visit:If your
travel plans include only one Schengen country, apply at the embassy, consulate, or authorized visa center of that specific country.Multiple Countries - Primary Destination:If you intend to visit several Schengen countries but will spend more time in one, apply at the embassy or consulate of the country where you will spend the most time.Multiple
Countries - Equal Duration:If you plan to spend an equal amount of time in multiple Schengen countries, apply at the embassy or consulate of the country where you will first enter the Schengen Area.For further guidance and official resources, it’s advisable to visit the official immigration websites of specific Schengen countries. These resources can
provide up-to-date information on the application process and any changes to visa policies. A helpful resource is the European Union’s information on Schengen Visas.By following these guidelines, you can ensure that your Schengen Visa application is submitted correctly, improving your chances of a successful application.Scheduling a Schengen visa
appointment is an essential step in planning your visit to the Schengen Area. This process involves directly contacting the embassy, consulate, or visa application center that handles visa submissions for your destination. Here’s a straightforward guide on how to secure your appointment:Online Appointment Booking: Many embassies and consulates
offer online booking systems.Phone/Email Booking: If online booking isn’t an option, retrieve the necessary contact details from the embassy’s website to schedule your appointment by phone or email.Check Online Sources: Regularly visit the embassy or consulate’s website for the most updated scheduling information.Direct Contact: If details are
unclear online, don’t hesitate to contact the embassy or consulate directly.Flexibility: Be open to multiple dates and times for your appointment, as slots can fill quickly.Advance Booking: Schedule your appointment well in advance to avoid any last-minute hassles.Prepare Your Information: Have all necessary personal and travel documents at hand
during your booking to provide accurate information quickly.Appointment Confirmation: Always confirm your appointment a few days before the scheduled date.For accurate and detailed instructions tailored to specific embassies or consulates, it is advisable to visit their official website or contact their customer service. This ensures that you receive
the most relevant and updated information.By following these structured steps and preparing adequately, you can expect a smoother process in securing your Schengen visa appointment.When you attend your Schengen visa appointment, be prepared for an interview conducted by embassy or consulate staff. This interview will cover various aspects
of your trip, including your travel plans, reasons for wanting to visit the Schengen Area, and your financial resources. The primary goal of the interview is to assess the authenticity of your visit and confirm you are a genuine traveler.“The interview process is critical for verifying the legitimacy of your visit to the Schengen Area. Always be truthful and
precise in your responses to avoid complications with your application.”Here are common questions you might face during the interview:What is your purpose for visiting the Schengen Area?Which Schengen countries do you plan to visit, and how long will you stay in each?Are you traveling for tourism, business, or educational purposes?Do you have
any previous international travel experiences?Are there any friends or family members who reside in the Schengen Area?Have you ever been denied a visa before?Do you intend to return to your home country after your visit?To increase your chances of a successful visa interview, consider the following tips:Arrive on time and dress formally to show
respect.Organize all required documents for easy presentation.Be honest when answering the interviewer’s questions.Be prepared to provide biometric data if necessary.Maintain politeness and respect throughout your interaction with staff.Bring extra copies of your documents to ensure you are fully prepared.Stay calm and focused during the
interview.Be ready to pay the visa fee, usually required at the interview.Adhere to any specific instructions provided by the embassy or consulate.Keep a positive attitude throughout the process.Remember, a typical Schengen visa appointment can last from 20 minutes to one hour, so it’s important to be well-prepared to make the most of your
time.Following these steps and preparing meticulously will help ensure your visa appointment goes smoothly.When applying for a Schengen Visa, applicants are required to pay a visa fee. This is standardized across all Schengen member countries:Adults: €80Children (ages 6-12): €40This fee alignment ensures consistency and fairness in the visa
application process across different countries within the Schengen zone. To check any updates or confirm the fee, it’s advisable to visit the European Commission’s official visa page.It is important to note that this fee is non-refundable. Applicants should ensure they meet all the visa requirements before proceeding with their application to avoid
financial loss. Upon payment, you will receive a receipt which serves as proof of the transaction.Certain individuals are exempt from paying this visa fee, including:Children under 6 years oldStudents and teachers traveling for educational purposesDiplomatsResearchers engaged in scientific studiesFor specific cases or additional exemptions,
contacting the relevant embassy or consulate is advised. Some embassies may also require the visa fee to be paid prior to scheduling an interview. Always check the embassy’s guidelines before making payments. Information on embassy contacts can typically be found on their official websites.The processing time for a Schengen visa typically takes
about 15 calendar days. However, this duration can vary due to several factors:The volume of applications receivedComplexity of individual applicationsThe applicant’s nationalityIn some instances, the processing time may extend up to 45 calendar days. It’s advisable to apply well in advance of your planned trip.Upon approval, your passport will be
affixed with a visa sticker. This sticker contains crucial information including:Type of visaValidity datesNumber of entries permittedApplicants should thoroughly check the visa sticker to ensure all details are accurate. An error or oversight could lead to issues during your travel, such as penalties for overstaying in the Schengen Area.In conclusion,
adhering to all specified processes and requirements ensures a smoother experience in obtaining a Schengen Visa. Always refer to official resources or contact embassy officials directly for the most reliable information.Understanding the Denial:When your Schengen Visa application is denied, a formal notification detailing the reasons for this
decision will be provided. This letter is crucial as it gives specific explanations and guides your next steps.Options After Denial:Appeal the Decision:If you think the denial was a mistake or unfair, you have the option to appeal. This involves contacting the embassy or consulate where you applied and submitting additional documentation to support
your case. Guidance on crafting a strong appeal letter can be found in this article.Reapply for the Visa:Address the issues mentioned in the denial letter before reapplying. This ensures a higher chance of approval on your next attempt.Who Can Join You?While only the applicant is typically allowed in the visa application area, exceptions
include:Minors (17 or younger): One parent may accompany.Applicants with special needs or disabilities: One accompanying individual is permitted.Elderly applicants (80 years or older): One companion is allowed.How to Inquire:Utilize any online tracking systems they might have.Tips for Staying Updated:Regularly check the website of the consulate
or embassy.Contact them by email or phone, and be ready with your application details.Regularly check your email, including the spam folder.Keep copies of all submitted documents and reference numbers.By following these guidelines, you can efficiently handle a Schengen Visa denial, effectively attend your visa appointment, and stay informed
about your application’s status. Key Highlights Planning a trip to Europe? Whether you're dreaming of the Eiffel Tower, the canals of Venice, or the historic streets of Prague, the first step is securing your Schengen visa. But what’s the cost of this golden ticket to 27 European countries? Understanding the Schengen visa cost India is crucial for
budget planning and ensuring a hassle-free travel experience. In this guide, we’ll break down everything you need to know about the Schengen visa cost India in 2025 Latest Facts and News About Schengen Visa Costs (2025) Understanding the Schengen visa cost India can help you avoid unexpected expenses and make your travel planning
smoother. Following are the latest updates and key details about the Schengen visa cost India in 2025: The standard Schengen visa fee for adults is €90 (INR 8,000) as of January 2025. Children aged 6-12 pay €45 (INR 4,000), while those under six years are exempt from fees. The European Commission revised visa fees in June 2024 due to inflation
and administrative costs. Multiple-entry visas cost the same as single-entry visas (€90). Additional service charges by VFS centres range from INR 1,500-INR 3,000. Payment methods include cash, debit/credit cards, and UPI at most centres. Fee exemptions apply to students, researchers, and non-profit representatives. The implementation of the
ETIAS (European Travel Information and Authorization System) is expected soon. Long-stay visa fees vary by country but start at €99 (INR 8,500). Travel insurance is mandatory for all Schengen visa applicants. Also Read: The Rise of 'Invest and Migrate': Rich Indians' Path to Global Citizenship What is a Schengen Visa? Latest Guide 2025 Planning a
trip to Europe? A Schengen visa is your key to exploring 27 European countries with just one visa. For Indian travellers, understanding the Schengen visa cost India is essential for smooth travel planning. This visa simplifies your European adventure, letting you visit multiple countries without the hassle of separate visas. Here’s what you need to
know about the Schengen visa cost India and its benefits: Single Visa for Multiple Countries: Travel across 27 European nations with one visa. Convenience: No need for separate visas for each country you visit. Flexible Travel: Ideal for short-term tourism, business, or family visits. Cost-Effective: Save on visa application fees compared to applying for
individual visas. How Much Does a Schengen Visa Cost from India? In 2025 Planning your European adventure? One of the first things to consider is the Schengen visa cost India from types of passport. Knowing the exact fees helps you budget better and avoid surprises during your application process. Here’s a breakdown of the Schengen visa cost
India and related expenses to help you plan effectively. If you're asking, "How much does a Schengen visa cost from India?" remember that the total cost will vary based on your specific situation. While the Schengen visa cost India is relatively straightforward, additional services and requirements can add up. Standard Fees for Different Categories
for Schengen Visa in India These are the basic Schengen visa fees set for 2025. The standard fee applies to most short-stay visas, including tourism, business, and family visits. Adults: €90 (approximately INR 8,000) Children (6-12 years): €45 (around INR 4,000) Children under six years: Free Additional Costs to Consider for Schengen Visa in India
Apart from the visa fee, there are other costs to keep in mind when applying for a Schengen visa from India: VFS Service Charges: INR 1,500-INR 3,000, depending on the application centre. Travel Insurance Costs: Starting at €30 (INR 2,500), mandatory for all applicants. When planning your trip, you might wonder, "how much does a Schengen visa
cost from India?" The answer includes not just the visa fee but also these additional expenses. For those curious about the Schengen visa cost India, here’s a quick summary: Standard Visa Fee: €90 (INR 8,000) Service Charges: INR 1,500-INR 3,000 Insurance: Starting from €30 (INR 2,500) Also Read: Trump Administration Halts Immigration
Applications for Biden-Era Migrants Latest Schengen Visa Fee for Multiple Entries in India If you're planning to visit Europe more than once during your trip, a multiple-entry Schengen visa is the perfect option. This visa allows you to enter and exit the Schengen Area multiple times within its validity period, offering greater flexibility for your travel
plans. If you’re wondering about the Schengen visa fee multiple-entry, the answer is simple: €90 (INR 8,000) for adults. This fee applies whether you’re applying for a single-entry or multiple-entry visa, making the Schengen visa fee multiple-entry a smart choice for frequent travellers. 1. Cost of a Multiple-Entry Schengen Visa The Schengen visa fee
multiple-entry is the same as a single-entry visa—€90 (approximately INR 8,000) for adults. This makes it a cost-effective choice if you plan to explore several countries or need to return to the Schengen Area during your trip. 2. Benefits of a Schengen Visa for Multiple Entries Flexibility: Enter and exit the Schengen Area as many times as you need
within the visa’s validity. Convenience: No need to apply for a new visa if you decide to visit another Schengen country during your trip. Ideal for Business Travelers: Perfect for professionals attending meetings, conferences, or events across multiple countries. 3. Eligibility Criteria for a Multiple-Entry Schengen Visa To qualify for a Schengen visa fee
multiple-entry, you'll need to meet certain conditions, including: Valid Justification: Demonstrating a valid reason for multiple entries, such as business purposes, family visits, or frequent travel needs. Travel History: Having a good travel history with previous visas (if applicable) can strengthen your application. Proof of Financial Stability: Showing
that you have sufficient funds to support your stay during each entry. Fee Exemptions and Reductions for Schengen Visa in India When applying for a Schengen visa, it’s important to know that not everyone has to pay the standard fee. There are specific visa fee exemptions and reduced fees available for certain groups, helping to make travel more
accessible. Who Qualifies for Fee Waivers? In India Certain categories of travellers are eligible for full Schengen visa fee exemptions. If you fall into one of these groups, you can save on your visa costs: Students and Researchers: Those travelling for academic purposes, including exchange programs, research projects, and educational conferences.
Non-Profit Representatives: Individuals attending cultural, sporting, or humanitarian events organized by non-profit organizations. Reduced Fees for Specific Groups for Schengen Visa Cost in India While some travellers qualify for full exemptions, others may benefit from reduced fees: Children Aged 6-12: They are required to pay a reduced fee of
€45 (around &,'4,000). Children Under Six Years: Completely exempt from Schengen visa fees, making it easier for families to travel together. Also Read: Cheapest Countries to Travel from India: Exploring the Globe on a Budget Latest Payment Methods for Schengen Visa Fees in India When applying for a Schengen visa from India, one of the key
steps in the Schengen application process is to pay your visa fee. Understanding the accepted visa payment options can help ensure a smooth application without any delays. Here are the most common payment methods accepted by VFS centres and consulates in India: Cash: Direct cash payments are accepted at many application centres.
Debit/Credit Cards: Most centres accept major cards like Visa, MasterCard, and American Express. UPI (Unified Payments Interface): A convenient and popular option for digital payments in India. Demand Drafts: Some consulates may require a demand draft in favour of the respective embassy or consulate. When making your payment, keep in mind
the current Schengen visa cost India, which is €90 (approximately INR 8,000) for adults. Additionally, there may be extra service charges from VFS centers, ranging from INR 1,500 to INR 3,000, depending on the location. Expert Tips to Save Money During Your Application in 2025 Applying for a Schengen visa doesn’t have to break the bank. With a
few smart strategies, you can save money while ensuring your application is complete and hassle-free. Here are some tips to help you reduce costs during the Schengen application process. 1. Plan Ahead to Avoid Extra Charges for Schengen in India One of the easiest ways to save money is to apply early. Many visa application centres charge
additional fees for expedited processing, which can significantly increase your overall costs. Avoid Last-Minute Applications: Applying well in advance helps you sidestep rushed service fees. Standard Processing Saves Money: Opt for the regular processing time to keep your expenses in check. Check Visa Validity: Applying early gives you more time
to plan your travels without worrying about visa expiration or visa validity. 2. Choose Cost-Effective Travel Insurance Plans for Schengen in India Travel insurance is mandatory for all Schengen visa applicants, but that doesn’t mean you have to spend a fortune. Compare Insurance Providers: Look for affordable options that meet EU requirements
without unnecessary extras. Check for Minimum Coverage: Ensure the policy covers at least €30,000 in medical expenses, as required by Schengen rules. Consider Group Plans: If travelling with family, group insurance plans can be more cost-effective. Also Read: Top 10 Visa Rejected Reasons: Know Latest Changes Conclusion Planning your
European adventure starts with understanding the Schengen visa cost India, which is crucial for budgeting and avoiding unexpected expenses. Whether you're visiting iconic landmarks in Paris, exploring the art in Florence, or attending a business conference in Berlin, having a clear picture of the Schengen visa fees helps you plan ahead. If you're
wondering, "how much does a Schengen visa cost from India?", the total cost includes the standard visa fee plus additional expenses like service charges and insurance. Also, for those considering frequent trips, the Schengen visa fee for multiple-entry remains the same as for a single-entry visa, offering great value. To know more about Schengen
Visa Cost in India and figure out which route would be best for you, contact TerraTern today! You will likely need to apply for a Schengen Visa - unless your home state has a visa-free travel arrangement with the European Schengen states. RELATED TOPIC : What are the different types of Schengen visas ? What are my options if I am married or in a
civil partnership with an EU or Schengen citizen? If you are married or in a registered partnership with a Schengen country citizen or someone who is living, working, or studying in their country of origin then it is likely you will be able to visit the Schengen Area to visit your partner - but there are still some important checks you should make before
you travel. What if I want to apply to visit a spouse or partner for a limited period? If you are visiting for a short period, and are from a country with a visa-free agreement with the Schengen Area - for example, the United States of America, Canada, or Mexico, then for a short stay lasting fewer than 90 days you will be able to visit the Schengen Area
without a visa thanks to the ETIAS visa waiver. But you should still check your requirements. If you are coming from a country without a visa-free deal, you will still require a short-stay Schengen Visa, which will allow you to visit anywhere and travel anywhere within the Schengen Area for up to 90 days. If you are applying for this type of visa, you are
more likely to receive it if you are visiting a spouse or family member or if you can prove a strong, long-lasting relationship with them (e.g. a long-term partner). In addition to the usual documents you will need to travel and apply for your visa (detailed below), you will need proof of your relationship - for example, a marriage certificate, or a shared
document, like house deeds. What documents might I need to apply for a Schengen Visa? You will need a Schengen Visa application form and two recently taken passport-style photos, a passport from your home country, or other travel documents that are less than 10 years old and valid for at least three months after your departure date from the
Schengen Area. You will also need travel and medical insurance covering you up to costs of €30,000. You will also require a cover letter stating your itinerary and the purpose of your visit, as well as a flight itinerary and proof of accommodation during your stay. Proof of your civil status is also important, like a marriage certificate, which will both
inform authorities of the intention of your visit, as well as informing them you have means of subsistence during your stay. What if I am planning to stay with a spouse or partner in the Schengen Area for more than 90 days? If you are planning to spend more than 90 days in the Schengen Area and reside there with your partner or spouse, then you
should apply to the country concerned for a residency or work permit, should you find employment. This could relate to your spouse’s status - whether they are a citizen, there to work, or whether you have dependents. Different countries have different criteria, but generally, you will need to prove either you or your spouse can support yourselves in
the country you plan to stay in to gain a long-term visa. What else do I need to know? If you are planning to make a short visit to your spouse or partner, then it is worth going through the simple process of a Schengen Visa for a short visit. If you are planning a longer stay, it is worth documenting property they may own, your assets, or their
investments, or divulging employment plans, or any other information that may help explain your plans to settle in the Schengen Area. LGBTQ+ relationships Another thing to bear in mind is different countries’ attitudes and laws around gay marriage or other LGBTQ+ rights. Although many countries in the European Union and Schengen Area
recognize same-sex marriage, Poland, for example, does not. It is unlikely this will cause you problems on a short-term visit - as the European Union and Schengen Area has strict laws against discrimination - but, as with many places - keep your documents on you, and if you are planning to settle down, be aware of what the local laws are and whether
your marriage or civil partnership will be recognized. How can AXA help? Whether you are making a short trip to see a partner before they return to your home country or plan a stay in Europe with the possibility of staying longer - AXA has various policies for you. AXA’s Basic Travel Insurance only costs €22 ($24) per week of your trip and will meet
your visa requirements if you're planning a short trip to reconnect with a loved one. Our AXA Schengen Essential Insurance offers extended coverage up to costs of €100,000 - if you have more ambitious plans for your trip or just want extended coverage that will cover additional expenses. Those wanting to make regular trips using a multiple-entry
visa can purchase AXA’s Annual insurance from €349,9 per year, which again covers you for expenses up to €100,000. Frequently asked questions about visiting your partner living in the Schengen Area Can I visit my partner on a tourist (short-stay) visa, then stay longer? Yes. As long as you apply for a new visa or an extension. You may have to
return home and apply at your local embassy or consulate of the country you plan to reside in. What happens if I am refused entry, or my visa does not come through? If your visa to visit a spouse is not granted then you can appeal or reapply. A new application will cost you €80. Is my visa still valid if I do not stick to my itinerary or accommodation
plans? It may invalidate your visa. In practice, providing you maintain the same purpose in making your trip - visiting your partner - you should be fine with minor changes to your itinerary or plans, as long as you leave the Schengen Area on the correct date. Out of 175,703 Schengen visa applications in 2018 from the Philippines, 14,449 (8.2%) were
rejected. France may have received the highest number of applications in the world at more than 4 million, but it also ranks as one with the highest rejections at a rate of 15.7%.Based on the data above, the probability of your application being approved is 91.4%. It’s now your understanding of the application process that will make or break your
chances of getting a visa.In this article, I'll show you a Do-It-Yourself guide to getting a Schengen visa focusing on tourism as a purpose of the trip; discuss the different documents needed to support your application; walk you through the different stages of the application process, and provide you tips and warnings based on my personal experience.
Your most frequently asked questions are also answered.Table of Contents What Is a Schengen Visa and What Are the Countries Covered Under the Visa? What Are the Schengen Visa Requirements? How To Apply for a Schengen Visa in the Philippines: A Step-by-Step Guide Tips and Warnings 1. Do not book a confirmed flight when applying for a
visa 2. For accommodation, book a place that you can cancel once a visa is issued 3. In building your day-to-day itinerary, please ensure details are consistent with your airline reservation ticket and hotel reservations 4. If you are traveling to multiple cities, you do not need to submit proof of transfer within the Schengen areas (bus tickets or airline
booking from one city to another). 5. Changing plans after getting the visa is okay 6. In case your visa gets denied, visa fee and service fee to third-party service providers are not refundable. 7. When buying insurance, make sure that the coverage is not less than EUR 30,000. 8. When filling out the online form, have your passport, itinerary,
accommodation and other documents with you ready 9. Be sure to read your appointment letter and take note of the time and date of your appointment as well as the address of the chosen centre (e.g. VFS Global) 10. If you miss bringing a passport photo or photocopies of your documents, VFS has additional services to cater to this Frequently Asked
Questions Schengen visa is a short stay visa allowing its holder to travel in the Schengen area.The Schengen area covers 26 countries without border controls between them. These countries are:Austria Belgium Czech Republic Denmark Estonia Finland France Germany Greece Hungary Iceland Italy Latvia Liechtenstein Lithuania Luxembourg Malta
Netherlands Norway Poland Portugal Slovakia Slovenia Spain Sweden SwitzerlandShort stay means transit through or an intended stay in the above countries for a duration of no more than 90 days in any 180-day period.For purposes of this article, I will provide information on how to get a Schengen visa from the top 3 countries that received the
highest number of applications, namely, France, Germany, and Italy. I will also discuss the process in the Netherlands where I applied twice and was granted a 1-year multiple entry visa on my recent application.Applying for another tourist visa? Read our application guides for an Australian visa, US visa, Korean visa, and Japan visa. Listed below are
the elements of a visa application in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 810/2009 (Visa Code). These documents and requirements are common to all regardless of which Schengen country you lodge your application.In France, Germany, Italy, and the Netherlands, you can fill out the form online, print the completely filled-out form and physically
submit it to the third-party service provider of the Consulate of the country you intend to visit.Passport whichmust be valid for at least 3 months from the date on which you leave the Schengen area must have at least 2 blank pagesIt must meet the specifications of the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), that is,45mm by 35 mm must not
have been taken more than 6 monthsCheck-out the detailed photo specifications here.Biometric identifiers shall consist of your photograph and your 10 fingerprints taken flat and collected digitally.Your biometrics data shall be collected at the time you submit your application at the Consulate of the country you intend to visit. In the case of France,
Germany and the Netherlands, it will be collected by VFS Global and in the case of Italy, it will be collected by the VIA Centre - both are third party service providers.Under Annex III of the Commission Implementing Decision of 3.9.2014, below are the harmonized list of supporting documents that you need to present when submitting your
application.Note that this is a harmonized list agreed by the local Schengen cooperation in the Philippines (it means these are the same requirements throughout Schengen countries with consular offices in the Philippines).Bank certification, bank books Personal bank statements, credit card statements or balance covering the last six months For
minors: Proof of economic means of parents or legal guardian (cf. the above)Copy of the roundtrip airline reservation with Passenger Registration Number (or reservation number) and travel itineraryMarriage contract certified by the National Statistics Office (NSO), Birth certificates of children certified by the National Statistics Office (NSO)Copy of
Alien Certificate Registration (ACR) 3, Re-entry permitAffidavit of support & consent of parents (especially of the non-traveling parent) or legal guardian Copy of passport of parents or legal guardian, Birth certificate of the minor certified by the National Statistics Office (NSO), Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD)
clearanceTourism.Proof of accommodation: Hotel confirmation or hotel voucher Detailed day-to-day itinerary of the planned tripFamily or friends visitProof of sponsorship Letter of guarantee, invitation letter or hotel reservation Proof of relationship (birth certificate, marriage certificate) A photocopy of the biodata page of the passport and/or travel
history of the sponsor in case of non-formalized relationship (boyfriend/girlfriend)Note that a checklist enumerating the above requirements will be provided to you by France, Germany, Italy and the Netherlands. What you’ll need to do is to arrange the documents and submit them in the order prescribed in their checklist.The insurance should be
valid throughout the Schengen area, and for the duration of your stay. The minimum coverage shall be EUR 30,000.The visa fee shall be paid during the submission of your application in the amount as followsTwelve years old and above - EUR 60 Children from 6 years old to below 12 years old - EUR 35 Children below 6 years old - freeln addition to
the visa fee, an additional service fee shall be charged to you by external service providers facilitating your application. In the case of France, Germany, and the Netherlands, VFS Global charges a service fee of Php 901 while for Italy, the service fee is Php 1,350 per applicant (visa application lodgment & biometric service, inclusive of return courier
& all applicable taxes)UPDATED VISA POLICY In May 2018, the European Commission adopted a proposal on the revision of the Regulation (EC) No 810/2009 (Visa Code). Changes to the Visa Code will be discussed throughout the article. Increased fees for visa applications: Effective 2 February 2020, from €60 per application, visa fee will now be
€80, and from €35, it will now be €40. Children aged 0 to 6 remain exempt from the visa fees. Given there are 26 countries in the Schengen area, the first thing to do is to decide which country you should lodge your application. Here are the rules:a. If your travel destination is only one Schengen country (e.g., only France), your application must be
lodged in the Consulate of that country.b. If you intend to travel to more than one Schengen country, you must lodge your application in the country of your main destination.The main destination means a country where you will stay the longest.Example: You will travel to the Netherlands for 5 days to attend a friend’s wedding. You also decide to
explore the region and wants to travel to Belgium for 3 days, in France for 4 days and Germany for another 3 days. You should lodge your application in the Consulate of the Netherlands because you are staying in the country the longest.c. If your main destination can not be determined, you should apply in the country where you will first arrive (or
cross).Example: You booked a round trip ticket from Manila to Amsterdam and plans to travel in the Netherlands, Belgium, and France for 5 equal days each. You may lodge your application in the Consulate of the Netherlands as it is the country where you’ll arrive first.Basically, there are two stages of visa application regardless of where you lodge
your application.The first stage is when you successfully lodge your application at the third party service provider of the Consulate of the country you are going to. Two things you need to ensure:You book an appointment You submit all required documents stated in the checklist (see “What are the Schengen visa requirements” above)If you meet all
the requirements, you applications is considered admitted. Once admitted, your documents will be forwarded to the Consulate for examination.You enter the second stage when you pass the scrutiny of the consulate. To ensure success in this stage, make sure:Your travel documents are authentic (not false or counterfeit) Your purpose of stay is
justified (e.g. tourism and not illegal immigration) You have sufficient means to fund your travel Don’t give the examiner doubts as to the authenticity, veracity, and reliability of your supporting documents as well as to your intention to leave the Schengen area before the expiry of the visa applied for.Now that you have a general idea of the application
process, let’s now proceed to the country-specific Schengen visa guides. Paris, France. Photo courtesy of the author.a. Access the website France - Visas, the official visa website for France.b. Click on the ‘Start your visa application”, you will be directed to create an account.c. Once an account is created, fill-out the online form. It is composed of 5
sections, namely:Your travel plans Your personal information Your previous visas Your stay Your contactsd. Once complete, print the online application form and affix your signature.(Note that your visa application form will be automatically filled in with the information provided)e. Schedule an appointment at theVFS Global Manila website. Here’s
how to schedule an appointment at the VFS Global page:If it is your first time using VFS, you will be asked to create an account by clicking the “New User” button. Otherwise, you will be asked to log-in Click on the “Schedule Appointment”, choose which centre you will submit your application (either Makati or Cebu), click “continue” Click “Add
applicant” and fill out the details requested in the form and click “continue” On the next page, you will be asked to choose a date and time where you can submit your application. Once a date and time is chosen, click “confirm” Your Appointment Letter will then be emailed to you. You need to print the letter and bring it with you on appointment day
so you will be allowed access to the VFS officef. On the day of your appointment, bring your appointment letter, signed application form together with the receipt of the application and all supporting documents to the VFS Office.The checklist of requirements/supporting documents will be given to you during the filling-out of the online application
form as the list depends on your response.Here’s what to expect at the VFS Global Office:You will be required to present your appointment letter to allow access to the Centre You need to take a token/ticket and be seated in the waiting areaYou will then be called to the submission counter where your application will be scrutinized by a VFS Global
agent. The agent will verify if your documents correspond to the checklist of documents provided by the French consular authority If there are missing documents, you have the option to withdraw your application (you can then complete your application and return to VFS on another day. If you opt to continue to submit an incomplete application, you
are requested to sign a document that indicates the incompleteness of your application, specifying those lacking) Your biometrics information will be taken Finally, you will be issued a receipt for the fees and service charges paid as an acknowledgment of your applicationg. Track the status of your application here. Just key in your “Reference
Number” and last name.h. Collect your passport at the visa centre or wait for courier delivery. If you choose for your passport to be delivered via courier, a service fee of Php 330 will be collected.Additional Information/Instruction:a. You must attend your appointment in person and bring all the required documents, a copy of each document including
the passport and its ID pagesb. If your accommodation in France is provided by a host, here are the rules: Frankfurt, Germany. Photo courtesy of the author.a. Access the website VIDEX, the visa application portal of Germany. The site allows you to complete your visa application online.b. Once you are on the page, fill-out the online form composed of
5 sections, namely:Personal details Contact data Documents Travel data Assumption costsNote: If you are not sure of what information to input, just click on the “launch assistant” icon on the right side of the page and it will guide you with the required input.c. Once complete, print the online application form and affix your signature.(Note that your
visa application form will be automatically filled in with the informationprovided).d. Schedule an appointment at the VFS Global website. You can schedule an appointment here.e. Submit your signed application form together with all your supporting documents at the VFS Centre. Here is a checklist of requirements for the German Embassy.Important
Reminder: The procedure for booking an appointment at the VFS office; what to do and what to bring on your appointment date; what to expect while inside the office; how to track your application; and how to collect your visa are the same as when you are applying for France so just check the process discussed above.Additional
Information/Instruction:a. You must attend your appointment in person and bring all the required documents, a copy of each document including the passport and its ID pagesb. An additional document called “Declaration according to § 54 Aufenthalts”, fully completed and signed by your own hand needs to be submitted as well. This document is
included in the checklistc. If someone is sponsoring your trip to Germany, your host will need to send you the “Declaration of Formal Obligation” which you need to submit at the Consular Section of the German Embassy. Further information on the Declaration of Formal Obligation is found here. Amsterdam, the Netherlands. Photo courtesy of the
author.a. Access the website Ministry of Foreign Affairs Consular Services. This is the portal where you can apply for several consular services including applying for a Schengen visa and completing the online application form.b. Click on the “Schengen Visa” and choose “Short Stay Visa (less than 90 days).c. On the next page, click on “Start Visa
Application”.d. Fill-out the online form composed of 7 sections, namely:Application Personal details Journey Destination Funding History SummaryNote: the questions are straightforward and can be readily be answered. If you do not understand the question, just click the question mark (?) next to the field to know what information is being asked.e.
Once complete, print the online application form and affix your signature.(Note that your visa application form will be automatically filled in with the informationprovided).f. Schedule an appointment at the VFS Global website. You can schedule an appointment here.g. Submit your signed application form together with all your supporting documents
at the VFS Centre. Here is a checklist of requirements for the Dutch Embassy.Important Reminder: The procedure for booking an appointment at the VFS office; what to do and what to bring on your appointment date; what to expect while inside the office; how to track your application; and how to collect your visa are the same as when you are
applying for France so just check the process discussed above.Additional Information/Instruction:Note that if the purpose of your trip is to visit friends or family, there is a form that needs to be filled out by your host and must be signed in the presence of an authorized municipal officer. Here is the link to the form.In the case of a non-formalized
relationship (boyfriend/girlfriend), the latter’s photocopy of the biodata page of the passport and/or travel history needs to be submitted as well. Both of these requirements are indicated in the checklist. Venice, Italy. Photo courtesy of the author.a. Access the website VIA Centre. This is the visa application guide for Italy.b. Click on “Start the
application”.c. On the Visa Application form, click “Short term”.d. On the next page, fill out the online application form for short term visa. It is composed of 10 sections, namely:Passport Information Applicant Information Residence Information Entry Information Schengen Information Fingerprint Information Permit Arrival and Departure Member’s
information Family Datae. Once complete, print the online application form and affix your signature.(Note that your visa application form will be automatically filled in with the informationprovided).f. Submit your completed visa application form and all required supporting documents at the VIA Centre at the address below:If applying in Makati - 3rd
FIr Allegro Center, Chino Roces Ave, Makati, 2284 Metro Manila, Philippines If applying in Cebu - 1004, Keppel Bldg, Cardinal Rosales Avenue Cor Samar Loop, Cebu City, 6000 Cebu, PhilippinesVIA Centre accepts visa applications from Monday to Thursday from 8:00 AM to 2:30 PM and Friday 8:00 AM to 1:30 PM.Note that you can go directly to
the VIA Centre to submit your application even without an appointment (walk-in). Setting up an appointment is optional.Here is a checklist of requirements for the Italian Embassy that you need to bring.g. At the VIA Centre, your biometrics will be collected.h. Pay the visa fee and collect the receipts.i. Wait for the result and claim your passport and
visa.Additional Information/Instruction:a. Per instruction in the VIA website, you need to bring the following:Original copies and photocopies of all required documents Your original old and most recently issued passport Photocopies of the first page and last page of both the old passport and most recently issued passport Photocopies of previous visas
and immigration stamps from countries previously visitedb. Your application must be arranged in the following order upon the time of submission:Passport Application form with picture Introduction letter If invited by friends/relatives: a. Invitation letter, b. Copy of proof of identity, c. Proof of relationship Or if staying in a hotel: a. Hotel Booking, b.
Copy of Passport, visas and immigration stamps Proof of occupation Proof of economic means Travel health insurance NSO documentation Flight booking There’s no guarantee that your visa will be granted. Also, plans and travel dates do change.Instead, get the required reservation ticket. You can buy reservation tickets at travel agencies. I bought
mine from a travel agency and it cost me Php 1,000 for a round trip ticket.You may book a confirmed flight provided that you can cancel the bookings for free later on.Again, you are not sure if your visa will be granted and by experience, plans change often. For booking accommodations that can be canceled, I usually choose Booking.com. They offer



free cancellations.If you are traveling to multiple cities, you need to provide all hotel bookings for all the places you are visiting. You also need to ensure all the days of your itinerary are covered with accommodation. I noted that this is what the agent at the VFS Centre is checking. Again, just book accommodation that you can cancel for free.The
harmonized list of supporting documents only requires proof of outward and return tickets. It does not require proof of transfers. I did not provide such document when I applied for a Dutch Schengen visa and I had no problem.In your actual trip, you don’t have to follow the itinerary you submitted. No one is going to check if you decided to ride a
gondola in Venice instead of taking a cruise along the canals of Amsterdam.In my application, I only applied for a three-week itinerary and only indicated 4 Schengen countries to visit with the Netherlands as the country of arrival. In my actual trip, I ended up traveling to 12 Schengen countries for 89 days with Greece as the first country of arrival. I
did not encounter any problems doing this.Insufficient insurance is a ground for rejection of your application. I bought insurance from Pacific Cross and Chubb and had no issues.It’s easier to fill out the form if you have these documents readily available.l made the mistake of not paying attention to the address of VFS Global and went to a different
address instead. This caused me to miss my appointment. If you miss your appointment, you can just book again. Booking an appointment in VFS is free.However, the fees are expensive (photocopy service - Php 5; photograph service - Php 150) so be sure to have everything photocopied before going. 4. How can I get 6 months to 5-year multiple-entry
Schengen visa?8. I have a one-year multiple-entry visa. Can I stay in the Schengen area for more than 90 days in one given period? Europe has been a top travel destination for millions of people the world over for decades. In fact, France alone consistently ranks as the most visited country in the world, welcoming close to 90 million international
visitors each year (with Spain ranking a close second). France, Spain, and dozens of other European nations, meanwhile, also happen to be members of the Schengen Zone. And that means that if you too are planning an upcoming trip to Europe, chances are you’ll need to apply for a Schengen visa first. Fortunately, AXA can help you do just that —
with our comprehensive guide below! Get a quote So, just in case — why exactly might you need that visa is mainly due to what’s known as the Schengen Agreement. Originally signed by five European nations in 1985 in the town of Schengen, Luxembourg, it was designed to make travel easier for millions of Europeans near and far. And, in short, it
essentially resulted in most of Europe today being split into Schengen countries and non-Schengen countries. Nationals of Schengen countries (and/or the European Union), therefore, now have the luxury of traveling to, from, and throughout all Schengen member countries without a visa. However, if you are not a citizen of the Schengen Area (and/or
the EU), then to visit France, Spain, Germany, or any other Schengen territory you'll likely need to apply for a Schengen visa. But fear not — if you’re not sure where you stand, AXA can tell you all about who needs a Schengen visa and who doesn’t need a Schengen visa too. You also want to be sure you’'re applying for the right type of Schengen visa
for your particular trip. And you usually have four to choose from: business, work, student, and short-stay. The most common one is the short-stay visa (aka Type C, aka “tourist” visa) — which allows you to travel to (and throughout) all Schengen countries for up to 90 days in any 180-day period. And that’s probably your best bet. However, if you're
planning more than one trip, you might need a multiple-entry visa. Meanwhile, if you have connecting flights at a Schengen airport or two, you might need to apply for the Type A (aka “airport transit”/ATV) visa.* *Keep in mind that the Type A visa only applies to certain nationalities (and you can learn more about it in our “Who needs a Schengen
Visa” piece above). And, finally — if you’re planning to stay in a particular Schengen country for more than 90 days, you’ll have to opt not necessarily for a Schengen visa but rather a national (aka Type D) visa from that particular nation. No matter which Schengen visa you choose, to apply, you're going to need to adhere to some very specific
Schengen visa requirements — mainly in the form of paperwork. So let’s start with a quick checklist of what exactly that paperwork is (along with corresponding links to more info so you don’t miss anything): The actual amount and type of paperwork you need will obviously vary slightly depending on your particular situation. So make sure to
double-check all your paperwork with the proper channels — such as the European Commission and the official websites/consulates/embassies of both your home and Schengen destination countries — before you apply. When should I apply for my Schengen visa? You should submit your Schengen visa application — no matter where you’re going — no
earlier than 6 months and no later than 2 weeks before your trip And now here’s AXA’s simple 5-step guide to applying for your Schengen Visa in style: Step 1: Choose your Schengen destination(s) and figure out where to apply Whether it’s France, Spain, Luxembourg, or anywhere in between — you’ll need to apply via the consulate or embassy* of
the country you wish to visit. If you're going to multiple countries, apply with the country where you’ll stay the longest. And if you're spending equal time in multiple countries, apply to the first country you’ll enter (as per the Schengen visa first point of entry rules). ¥*PRO-TIP: You can find the Schengen consulate and/or embassy you need courtesy of
the European Commission. And keep in mind that many Schengen countries also outsource their visa application process to companies like VFS Global, which have centers all around the world — but more on specific Schengen countries below! Travel Insurance for Schengen visa and Europe from €5* AXA Schengen is perfect to obtain your Schengen
visa. This travel insurance meets all the requirements demanded, covers you in all the countries of the Schengen Area as well as 4 European microstates (Andorra, Vatican City, Monaco and San Marino). Get a quote Depending on your particular country and situation, you can either download the aforementioned form from your chosen consulate’s
website or complete and submit it online. Either way, ensure that all details are accurate and match your passport, itinerary, and so on. Step 3: Gather the necessary documents Get the rest of your paperwork in order (see above), and make sure that everything is up-to-date. It’s a good call to make extra copies (PRO-TIP: And best not to staple any
documents either). Get a quote Next, you’ll need to book an appointment for an in-person interview and biometric collection. You can do this via the consulate, embassy, or visa application center of your destination country. And their official website(s) will usually list a phone number, email, or other way to do that. Clear your schedule in advance and
save the date! Step 5: Attend the interview, submit your application, and pay the application fee And, finally, once prompted — gather all the required documents above and attend your in-person interview. And relax, you got this. The in-person interview is a formal setting where you’ll be asked a few questions regarding your trip, have your
fingerprints and photo taken, and then be on your way. IMPORTANT: Keep in mind that at this point you’ll also need to pay the Schengen visa fee (we can tell you more about how much the Schengen visa costs too). And then that’s it — you’re good to go! Now comes the last (and arguably most difficult) step — that is, patiently waiting to hear back
from the consulate and/or visa application center regarding your Schengen visa. So don’t forget to breathe. And, if it helps at all — know that AXA got your back no matter what! Travel Insurance for Schengen visa and Europe from €5* Get a quote And perhaps the best way AXA can help you not only apply for but also get your Schengen visa is by
doing what we do best — that is, providing top-quality, affordable Schengen travel insurance for your trip. Because, first off, having the proper travel insurance is mandatory for being granted a Schengen visa (*PRO-TIP: And that’s before you start your actual application process!). Moreover, your plan must adhere to a certain set of criteria.
Fortunately, all three AXA plans — Basic, Essential, and Annual — meet those requirements (and more). Plus, if your Schengen visa is denied, AXA will refund you in most cases. We’'ll only ask that you provide the appropriate documentation — that is an official explanation as to why your visa was refused from the proper channels. But there are plenty
of other reasons to choose AXA — so explore and compare our three comprehensive plans and get a free Schengen Travel Insurance quote today. Because with AXA, not only is your trip to Europe is sure to be a safe one. But you’'re also ultimately one big step closer to being granted that Schengen visa — and, therefore, your Schengen journey itself!
Yes. However — depending on your particular situation — you may be asked to provide additional documentation explaining the reasons for the previous rejection. NAME : Axel Strauss DATE: Oct. 19, 2023 Disclaimer : Our offer does not apply to UK residents. At 11 pm Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) on January 31st, 2020, the United Kingdom made a
historical splash by officially leaving the European Union. And with Brexit came a whole new wave of questions about the future of both entities. Many of these questions largely remain unanswered because — to quote British punk rocker Joe Strummer — “the future is unwritten.” Fortunately though, if you have any questions about getting a
Schengen Visa from the U.K. — AXA has all the answers you need below. Is the U.K. part of the Schengen? Nope. And it never has been. Because — while the European Union and the Schengen Zone share many similarities — they are not one and the same. Before Brexit, the U.K. spent nearly half a century as one of the more influential members of
the EU (and its predecessor the European Economic Community). However, the U.K. is not — and has never been — a member of the Schengen Zone. And it also never switched to the Euro either. Why did the UK not join Schengen? Well, it’s kind of a long story. But here’s the short version of the facts. The Schengen Agreement was originally signed
in 1985 with the purpose of abolishing internal border checks for a number of countries in continental Europe. The modern version of the European Union, meanwhile, was formed in 1993 — primarily for economic purposes. In 1999, the Amsterdam Treaty incorporated the Schengen Treaties into European Union law, unifying the Schengen and the
EU on many levels. At that time, the only two EU states that opted out of the Schengen Agreement were Ireland and — you guessed it — the U.K. And the most common explanation for their decision was their geographical location outside of continental Europe. Do UK residents need a Schengen visa after Brexit? No. Despite Brexit, according to the
U.K. government’s official website, U.K. nationals still do not need a visa for short trips to either the EU or the Schengen area. That’s so long as you're: staying for no longer than 90 days (in a 180-day period); visiting as a tourist; traveling for business (to attend a business meeting or conference for your U.K. employer, for example); there for
journalism or other media activities; getting medical treatment; and/or studying short-term. But the website also recommends that you check the specific entry requirements of whatever country you’re visiting — as does AXA. And to help do that, you can even sign up to get emails with the latest info about a staggering 226 countries (including the
10% of them that are in the Schengen Zone). What about U.K. residents who are not U.K. nationals? If you are a resident of the U.K. but not a citizen, then whether you need a Schengen visa or not depends on whether the country where you hold citizenship has signed a visa-free travel agreement with the Schengen Area. For example, countries like
Australia, Canada, Brazil, Mexico, and the U.S. all have their own visa-free arrangements with the Schengen Area. So if you're a citizen of one of these, your U.K. residence permit and your passport should be enough for you to go to Europe. On the other hand, countries like Algeria, Bangladesh, China, India, Tunisia, and a whole array of others (all of
Africa, for example) have not signed visa-waiver agreements with the Schengen Area. And this means that — even if you have a residency permit in the U.K. — you’ll likely still need to apply for the Schengen visa. While AXA can help you figure out whether you need a Schengen Visa or not, it’s also best to check with the official website of the
European Union (including their full lists of the countries above). And to make sure you have all the latest necessary info, we recommend you consult with the UK Government’s Official Website, the official website of the government of your destination country of choice, and that of your home country too. As you can never be too informed when it
comes to traveling to Europe. Can U.K. visitors apply for a Schengen visa in the U.K.? Generally speaking, no. That is, if you are visiting the U.K. as a tourist (and don’t have a U.K. residence permit), you cannot apply for the Schengen visa while you are in the UK. You have to make the application from your home country. However, some permanent
U.K. residents (such as Indian passport holders, for example) can generally apply from within the U.K. Whereas if you have a U.K. Student Visa (aka Biometric Residence Permit, aka a BPR), whether you can apply for a visa in the U.K. or not will depend on a number of different factors. Again, it all basically comes down to your particular situation. So
check those links above, ask questions, and make sure you have all your ducks in a row before you book that flight. Do they check the passport in Schengen? Technical speaking — no. That is, according to the EU’s official website, “any person, irrespective of nationality, can travel between Schengen countries without going through border checks.”
However, they do add that “national authorities can carry out police checks at borders between these countries and in border areas.” Moreover, to fly from the U.K. to Europe you will need a passport (and, if applicable, a residence document issued by your EU country of residence). And the same rules apply to your non-EU family members who are
covered by the EU-UK Withdrawal Agreement. AXA’s advice is basically this: if you're getting on a plane — make sure you have that passport. But you can also learn more here. How much does a Schengen visa cost in the U.K.? The costs of the Schengen Visa are universal. The standard fee is €80. If you're between the ages of six and twelve, it’s €40.
And children under the age of six can get a Schengen visa for free. What are the requirements for a Schengen visa in the U.K. (and how do I get one)? What you’ll need may vary depending on your nationality and the purpose of your trip. But, generally speaking, for Schengen visa applications from the U.K., you should have: Your passport (issued
within the last 10 years, with a validity of more than 3 months after the planned date of exit from the Schengen area) A Schengen visa application form (duly completed and signed). Two recent passport photos Your itinerary Travel insurance certificate (IMPORTANT NOTE: Travel insurance is mandatory and must meet several criteria in order to be
accepted with your visa application — more on that below) Proof of sufficient funds (if applicable) Proof of the purpose of the trip such as a letter of invitation (if applicable) Residence permit and/or resident card (if applicable) Proof of accommodation (if applicable) Proof of socio-economic and professional stability (if applicable) For minors —
certified parental or guardian authorization If you're going for work and/or studies, you also might need: a signed letter of invitation from your business/school (and maybe a schedule of your stay) a no-objection letter from your U.K. employer and/or school (if applicable) other documentation linked to your business operations (if applicable) But make
sure to double-check with your destination country’s consulate, embassy, and/or visa application center (more on those below) as to the latest documents required. Where and when should you apply? You should apply at the embassy/consulate of your destination country. The European Commission’s official website provides a helpful “list of consular
presence and representation” — plus a list of links to each Schengen member state’s official website — here. For multiple countries, apply at the consulate of the country where you will spend the most time. And if you're spending an equal amount of time in two or more Schengen states — apply at the embassy/consulate of the country you’'re entering
first. In the U.K., you can also apply via the VFS Global company, which has centers in Birmingham, Edinburgh, London, and Manchester. Your application must be submitted to your embassy, consulate, or visa center no later than 15 days and no earlier than six months before the start of your intended journey. You may have to book an appointment
before lodging the application. PRO TIP: Keep in mind that while you can start to apply for a Schengen visa from the U.K. online, your physical presence will be required to complete the process (for an in-person interview and biometrics collection, at the very least). So start gathering that paperwork, booking those appointments, and clearing your
calendar early. What are the 4 types of Schengen visas? The four basic types of Schengen Visa are business, work, student, and short-stay. The latter (aka the Type C) is a Schengen tourist visa from the U.K. It’s the most common one, allowing you to travel to and between all 27 Schengen countries for up to 90 days (in any 180-day period from the
date of entry into the Schengen zone). To stay in the Schengen zone for more than 90 days, you’ll need a national (or Type D) visa. If you're planning more than one trip, you can also opt for a multiple-entry visa. And can learn more about visiting a partner living, working, and/or studying in the Schengen zone here. Is a Schengen visa easier to get
than a U.K. visa? It depends. Generally speaking, the processes for both visas are similar — and can both get quite tedious. However, U.K. visas do tend to have shorter waiting times, more readily available appointments, and more options in general (such as the “keep my passport” one). If you’'re looking to apply for a U.K. visa, the visa application
center VFSGlobal has some useful tips. How long does it take for a Schengen visa to be approved in the U.K.? The general processing times for a Schengen visa — in the U.K. or anywhere else in the world — are 15 days. However, the actual time will also depend on your particular case (and destination country). But AXA can tell you more about that
here. Can I get a fast-track Schengen visa from the U.K.? No. Even with Brexit and all, there’s really no way of speeding up the process. However, you can avoid delays by making sure all your ducks are in a row well beforehand. Why are there no slots for Schengen visas? Your guess is as good as ours. Meanwhile, here’s what VFS Global has to say on
the matter: “Appointments are allocated as per directives from the client governments we serve on a first-come-first-serve basis. You can schedule a new appointment or reschedule an existing one as per the process stipulated on the country-specific website. We have experienced an unprecedented demand for international travel post lifting of Covid-
led travel restrictions, causing delay in visa processing as well as availability of application slots. While Embassies are trying to accommodate as many applicants as possible, we request you to keep checking for available slots at regular intervals.” In other words — keep calm, keep your head up, and keep trying. Can I go to VFS without an
appointment? Technically speaking, no. You have to book an appointment online via their website. But the website also states that “if you need to travel urgently, miss your pre-booked appointment, or simply cannot book an appointment at your preferred date and time, the Walk-in Without Appointment service, available for select countries, allows
you to submit your visa application on a day you choose.” AXA’s guess is that the U.K. is among these select countries. However, VFS Global goes on to say “Please check with the Visa Application Centre if this service is suitable for your application.” In other words, it might be worth the try (but don’t quote us on that!). Which Schengen visa has the
lowest rejection rate? Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, and Malta often rank as countries having the lowest Schengen visa rejection rates. But AXA can tell you more about the easiest countries to obtain a Schengen visa for too. Do I need travel insurance for my Schengen visa in the U.K.? Well, this one is a definite yes. Having the proper
travel insurance is one of the basic requirements for getting your Schengen visa — and that’s from anywhere in the world. Not only that, but you’ll need a plan with a minimum coverage of €30,000 in case of medical care, hospitalization, and/or medical repatriation. The insurance must also be accepted by all 27 countries within the Schengen zone
and be valid for the entire duration of your trip/stay. Fortunately, AXA offers three comprehensive travel insurance plans — Basic, Essential, and Annual — that meet all the requirements above. They can be purchased online (i.e., without any in-person interviews or biometrics collection) with practically zero waiting time. Our plans have no age
restrictions, and our travel insurance certificate (i.e., the one you’ll need for your visa appointment) is accepted by all Schengen embassies and consulates and can be downloaded online (and printed) instantly. In short, AXA can not only bring you one huge step closer to getting your Schengen visa in the U.K. — but we can also help ensure that your
trip to your now-second home (at least economically speaking) is a safe one. And, hopefully, thus make your yet-to-be-written future in Europe just a little bit brighter too. What about ETIAS? As for ETIAS for U.K. nationals — the future still remains unwritten here too. The new system of requirements for entering Europe (commonly known as ETIAS,
and less commonly as the European Travel Information and Authorization System) is something the EU keeps working on — but also repeatedly postponing. The latest online estimates say it should go into effect in 2025. But AXA can help you learn more about ETIAS here. IMPORTANT NOTE: AXA continues to do our best to bring you the latest news
regarding travel requirements to Europe from the U.K. and anywhere else. But it’s still best to double-check with your destination country’s official consulate/embassy website. And remember to consult the official website of the European Union just in case too. How to apply for a Schengen visa in other countries And, finally (and just in case), here’s a
list — in alphabetical order — of how to apply for a Schengen visa from a bunch of other countries too: Related articles Frequently asked questions about applying for a Schengen Visa in the U.K. What if I want to travel to the Schengen Area - return to the U.K. and then go back to the Schengen Area? You will need to apply for a multiple-entry
Schengen Visa. These can come in double or triple-entry visas or longer-term ones that allow you to make multiple trips over a period of one or three or five years. Do I have to attend my visa interview in person? Yes - except in exceptional circumstances - as officials will need to check your documents and collect biometric data. Do I need ETIAS in
20237? No. ETIAS only goes into effect in 2025. Which EU countries are exempt from ETIAS? The only country currently in the EU that will not require ETIAS approval is Ireland. However - this might change by the time ETIAS is implemented. Is ETIAS the same as a visa? No. ETIAS authorization is not a visa. Unlike Schengen Visas - ETIAS
authorization will be valid for an unlimited number of entries - for example. Can I change my visa type (or residency status) once I'm in the Schengen? No. You cannot make any changes to your Schengen Visa type after you arrive in Europe Are there any COVID restrictions for entering the Schengen Zone? No. As of 2022, all travel restrictions
implemented to control the spread of COVID-19 have been lifted in the EU (and the Schengen). A large number of people will be visiting Paris in the summer of 2024 for the Olympic games in France. If you are an Indian citizen and you want to attend the Olympic events, or if you are just planning a casual trip to France, you will need a Schengen visa
to enter France. Read this article to learn everything you need to know about France Olympics visa requirements for Indians, how and where to apply, and how to speed up the application process. Table of contents France Visa Entry Requirements for Indian Citizens Do I need a Schengen visa for France? - Yes, as an Indian citizen, you need a
Schengen visa to enter France because it is part of the Schengen area. There is no visa-on-arrival facility for Indian citizens, so you must apply for a visa before your trip. There are four main types of Schengen visas you can choose from: Short-Stay or Tourist Visa (Type C) - Ideal for Indians vacationing in France. A Type C visa allows you to travel to
France and all other 27 Schengen countries for up to 90 days within a 180-day period. Business, Work, or Student Schengen Visa - For those planning to work or study in France. Multiple-Entry Visa - Suitable if you plan to travel to France frequently. To apply for a France Visa for the Olympics 2024, you will need to meet such specifications as
necessary paperwork, proof of funds, France visa insurance requirements, and clean records. We will look at these points in more detail later in this article. How to Apply for a Schengen Visa for France From India How to get a visitor visa for France from India? - Applying for a French Visitor visa from India follows a straightforward process. Here's a
step-by-step guide: Choose the French embassy or a nearby France visa application centre where you wish to apply. Complete the France Schengen Visa application form. Print two copies and sign both of them. Collect all the necessary documents needed for your visa application. Book an appointment for your visa application. You can find more
details about France visa appointment in India on the Country of Application page of the official France Visa portal. Go to the interview with all your documents. Make sure to arrive on time, as even a few minutes delay might result in your appointment being canceled. Pay the required visa fee during your application process. After submitting your
application, track in progress to know when you can collect your passport. Documents Required for France Visa Application from India When applying for a France visa from India, you will need to provide the following key documents: Valid passport. It should be valid for at least 3 months beyond your planned trip and have at least two blank pages.
Carry your old passport if it has expired or been canceled. Two recent passport-sized color photographs. Cover letter, explaining the purpose of your visit. Application form. Completed and duly signed. Travel insurance, which is mandatory for all Schengen countries, including France. Minimum coverage should be EUR 30,000. Flight reservations.
Application form France visa bank statement, showing sufficient financial resources. Visa fee receipt. Marriage certificate (if applicable). Required if you are applying for a visa as a couple. France Visa Photo Requirements When applying for a France visa, your photo needs to meet the following guidelines: The required France visa photo size should
be 3.5x4.5 cm. The face, from the chin to the top of the head, should measure between 32 mm and 36 mm. The picture must be taken within the last 6 months. The photo needs to be in color. Use a plain white background. Make sure your entire face and ears are visible. Look directly at the camera. Keep your head straight, without any tilt. Maintain a
neutral expression, with no smiles or other emotions. Here is a sample of a French visa photo: France Visa Photo Online Speed up your France visa application by taking a compliant visa photo from anywhere in the world with Visafoto.com. This premier photo editing service boasts an impressive 99.7% approval rate. Just snap your photo against a
plain white background with your smartphone or digital camera, and upload it to Visafoto.com. Visafoto will handle all the necessary edits, adjusting image size, format, background color, and facial alignment to match France Visa requirements perfectly. You’ll receive both a digital copy suitable for online submissions and a print-ready version. Plus,
if you're not completely satisfied, we offer a full refund. Use a selfie taken under daylight, like this one: You will get two files from Visafoto: a digital photo for electronic applications and a template ready for printing. Schengen Visa Photo App Another great tool for a quick Schengen Visa Photo is the 7ID App by Visafoto.com, available for both iPhone
and Android devices. This user-friendly app makes it easy to create ID, passport, and visa photos with your smartphone. Upload your image to the 7ID, select the document and country, and let the app automatically adjust your photo to official specifications, including size, format, and background color. You'll also receive a digital file and a print
template. For superior quality results, check out 7ID's Expert Tool. It uses advanced algorithms to enhance your photos no matter the initial background. Our technical support team is available 24/7 to assist with any questions. Additionally, 7ID offers complimentary QR and barcode storage, PIN code storage, and even a signature maker free of
charge. France Visa Fees France visa cost for Indian adults will be: EUR 90 (approx. INR 8,067) for a short-stay visa EUR 99 (approx. INR 8,874) for a long-stay visa For Indian children between the ages of 6 and 12, the fee is EUR 45 (approx. INR 4,033). For up-to-date visa prices, please check the Application Fee Table, which you can always
download from the official France Visa portal. France Visa Processing Time How quickly can I get a visa for France? - The processing time for a France visa can vary. Short-term visas are usually processed within 5 to 20 business days. Long-term visas can take up to 2 months. How can I get a fast appointment for France visa? - To get a fast
appointment for a France Visa for Olympics 2024, schedule it well in advance. Aim for at least 2 weeks in advance if you need a short-term visa, and 1-2 months in advance for a long-term visa. Be sure to check the average waiting time for appointments so you can submit your application in time. Speed up your visa application process by getting a
perfect visa photo with 7ID and Visafoto.com! Good luck with your France Visa! Click here to download the New Harmonised Schengen Visa Application Form. It is valid for all Schengen member countries.This is the only form to be used.The short-stay visa application form bears the reference “cerfa No. -14076*02” (do not use outdated forms bearing
the reference “cerfa No. -12160*01”);You may use either an original form, or a legible photocopy of a form. Get Schengen insurance from an approved insurance company and Secure your Schengen visa. Travel insurance policies from Europ Assistance are accepted by European authorities worldwide. You can also cancel it free of charge if you prove
that your Schengen visa has been denied.Click here to get 10% Off Schengen travel insuranceHow Should I Complete the Visa Application Form?You can complete the Schengen visa application form in one of the following ways:Online. Many Schengen countries have an online portal where you can fill out the application form digitally, and you’ll get a
completed application form which you can print out.Fillable PDF. You can download the application form and then type your information automatically in the fields.By hand. If there’s no online or digital options, then you can just fill out the application form in paper format using a pen or pencil with black or blue ink.For detailed instructions on how to
accurately complete each section of the visa application, refer to our comprehensive guide written by visa experts.Completing the Schengen visa application form correctly is crucial for ensuring your application is processed efficiently, without delays or rejections.Here’s a step-by-step guide from our Schengen visa experts, designed to help you fill
out the application form accurately. It provides clear instructions for completing each section of the form with confidence.Personal InformationFieldInstructionsl. Surname (Family Name)Enter your last name exactly as it appears on your passport.2. Surname at BirthIf your surname has changed, provide your original surname. Write “N/A” if
unchanged.3. First Name(s)Write your first name(s) exactly as they appear on your passport.4. Date of BirthEnter your birth date in DD-MM-YYYY format. Example: 15-08-1990.5. Place of BirthSpecify the city or town where you were born.6. Country of BirthIndicate the country of your birth.7. Current NationalityState your present nationality. If you
have multiple nationalities, list them all.IdentificationFieldInstructions8. SexCheck the appropriate box: Male or Female.9. Civil StatusSelect your current marital status: Single, Married, Registered Partnership, Separated, Divorced, Widow(er), or Other.10. Parental Authority (in case of minors)If the applicant is under 18, provide the name, address,
telephone number, email, and nationality of the parent or legal guardian.11. National Identity NumberEnter your national ID number, if applicable. If not, write “N/A.”Travel Document InformationFieldInstructions12. Type of Travel DocumentChoose the type of passport you hold: Ordinary, Diplomatic, Service, Official, Special, or Other.13. Number of
Travel DocumentInput your passport number.14. Date of IssueProvide the date your passport was issued, in DD-MM-YYYY format.15. Valid UntilState the expiration date of your passport, in DD-MM-YYYY format.16. Issued By (Country)Mention the country that issued your passport.Travel Document InformationFieldInstructions17. Personal Data of
EU, EEA, or CH Family MemberlIf applicable, provide the surname, first name, date of birth, nationality, and travel document number of your EU, EEA, or Swiss family member.18. Family Relationship with EU, EEA, or CH CitizenSpecify your relationship: spouse, child, grandchild, dependent ascendant, registered partnership, or other.Contact and
Residency InformationFieldInstructions19. Applicant’s Home Address and Email AddressEnter your current home address and email address.20. Residence in a Country Other Than Current NationalityIf applicable, state your residence permit number and its validity period.Occupational DetailsFieldInstructions21. Current OccupationState your
current job title. Write “N/A” if not employed.22. Employer or Educational InstitutionProvide the name, address, and contact details of your employer or educational institution.Travel DetailsFieldInstructions23. Purpose of the JourneySelect your main reason for travel: tourism, business, visiting family or friends, cultural, sports, medical reasons,
study, airport transit, or other.24. Additional Information on Purpose of StayProvide further details about your purpose of stay, if necessary.25. Member State of Main DestinationSpecify the Schengen country where you will spend the majority of your time.26. Member State of First EntryState the first Schengen country you will enter.27. Number of
Entries RequestedChoose single, two, or multiple entries.28. Intended Date of ArrivalSpecify the date you plan to arrive in the Schengen Area.29. Intended Date of DepartureProvide the date you plan to leave the Schengen Area.Financial and Accommodation ArrangementsFieldInstructions30. Cost of Travel and StayIndicate who will cover your
expenses during the trip: yourself, sponsor, or host. Provide details.31. SignatureSign the form. If the applicant is a minor, a parent or guardian must sign.* Double-check all details before submitting your application. Ensure all information is accurate and matches your supporting documents.*Family members of EU, EEA, and Swiss citizens do not
need to fill out the fields marked with asterisk (*).Tips on How to Complete the Application FormRead the instructions carefully before starting to complete the application form.Make sure you’'re not making any mistakes in your answers or in spelling.Be consistent throughout the application.Double-check the information.If you're filling the form by
hand, write clearly using black or blue ink.Complete all mandatory fields.If any question doesn’t apply to you, write N/A or Not Applicable.Review the application form before submitting it.Ask for help if you need it.Keep copies of your application form and other required documents.When completing the Schengen visa application form, you should use
the language specified by the embassy/consulate of the country which will process your visa. You can usually pick out between English or one of the official languages of that country.Why Are Some Questions Marked With an Asterisk (¥)?The questions marked with an asterisk in the application form indicate that family members of EU, EEA or CH
citizens do not have to fill out those fields.Yes, this form is standardized and applicable for visa applications to all Schengen member states: Austria, Bulgaria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland.Country/Language-Specific FormsAlthough the application form is standardized, you may also choose to download localized versions tailored for specific countries and languages. To apply for a Schengen visa to Denmark, you must complete the application form online at .
The PDF version of the form is not accepted. To apply for a Schengen visa to Estonia, you must complete the application form online at . The PDF version of the form is not accepted. To apply for a Schengen visa to Finland, you must complete the application form online at . The PDF version of the form is not accepted. To apply for a German
Schengen visa, you can complete the application form in the pdf format, or fill the application form online at available in the following languages: Deutsch, English, au ,ll, 3, Frangais, Bahasa Indonesia, w8, Portugués, Pycckuii, Espafiol, Tiirkce, Tiéng Viét. To apply for a Schengen visa to Iceland, you can complete the harmonized application
form in the pdf format. Liechtenstein does not issue its own visas.Application form for the Lithuanian Schengen has to be completed through the official electronic visa application system - apply for a Schengen visa to Luxembourg, you can complete the harmonized application form in the pdf format.To apply for a Schengen visa to Malta, you can
complete the harmonized application form in the pdf format.To apply for a Schengen visa to Norway, you can complete the harmonized application form in the pdf format.To apply for a Schengen visa to Poland, you can complete the harmonized application form in the pdf format.For Switzerland, the following options are available:Arabic -

French (PDF, 4 MB, 09.08.2020)Chinese - French (PDF, 1 MB, 09.08.2020)English - German (PDF, 906 kB, 26.07.2020)Portuguese - French (PDF, 940 kB, 26.07.2020)Russian - German (PDF, 979 kB, 26.07.2020)Spanish - French (PDF, 1005 kB, 26.07.2020)Turkish - German (PDF, 2 MB, 09.08.2020)Italian - German (PDF, 919 kB, 26.07.2020)* The
Swiss visa application form should be completely filled out and signed by the Visa Applicant. A separate Swiss visa application form is required for each applicant.Additional Swiss short-stay Schengen visa application forms in local languages are available on Swiss representation websites abroad. In addition to this application form, you must also
submit the following documents:For more detailed information, read the following articles: You can download the official application form on our website by clicking here (pdf format), or from the website of the consulate or embassy of the Schengen country where you are applying or from the official visa center representing that country. Some
Schengen countries allow you to complete and submit the application form online, while others require a printed and signed copy. Check the specific requirements of the consulate or embassy where you are applying.Yes, you must sign the application form in person. If you're submitting it online, you will still need to provide a physical signature when
you attend your visa appointment. If you make a mistake on the application form before submission, simply fill out a new form. If the error is noticed after submission, contact the embassy or consulate to see if a correction can be made before your appointment. Yes, minors must submit a separate visa application form, which must be signed by their
parent or legal guardian. No, the application form for a visa to Europe remains the same whether you submit it through a Visa Application Center (VAC) like VFS or BLS, or directly at the embassy or consulate. However, the submission process might vary depending on the VAC’s guidelines. Visa Application Centers like VFS and BLS offer additional
services, including form-filling assistance, for a fee. While they can help you complete the form, they do not influence the decision on your visa application. Yes, the same application form is used for both single-entry and multiple-entry Schengen visas, regardless of whether you submit it through VFS, BLS, or directly at the consulate. You need to
specify the number of entries on the form based on your travel needs.Did you find this page helpful? Yes No If you are planning on visiting Italy, you might need a Schengen visa to enter the country. Although the application process is easy and straightforward, some people might find it difficult. This is why it is crucial to understand the Schengen visa
application process to avoid any misunderstandings or mistakes that could delay or affect the outcome of your application.Our visa experts have crafted the following guide to assist you at every stage of the Italian Schengen visa application process. Filled with valuable insights and in-depth information based on our expertise, this comprehensive
guide will aid you in thoroughly preparing for your upcoming Italian adventure.How to Apply for a Schengen Visa to Italy?Here is the step-by-step guide on how to apply for an Italy Schengen visa:Check if You Need a VisaDepending on your nationality, you may not need an Italy to enter the country at all, which is why it’s important to verify this
before planning your trip.You will have to apply for a visa when travelling to Italy if you are:Additionally, even if you are from a country which has a visa-free agreement, you may need to apply for a visa if you have been denied entry, for any reason. You do not need a Schengen visa to enter Italy if:You can also verify your visa requirement via the
official website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation.Here you have to answer a few questions as follows:According to your answers, the website will create an overview of your data and will provide you with the visa application form and what documents you need based on the reason for the visit you picked.If you do not
need a visa, the website will display the following information:You must keep in mind that the Schengen visa is the same uniform visa but can be issued for different purposes based on the reason why you are visiting Italy. Furthermore, you also have the option to apply for a long-term national D visa if you plan to stay longer than 90 days (the
maximum validity period of a Schengen visa).Airport transit visa. You need a transit visa if you are traveling via Italy to join a connecting flight towards your main destination.Tourist Visa. This visa is issued to you if you are planning to visit Italy only for tourism purposes.Visitor Visa. If you have a family member or a friend who you are visiting in Italy,
then you need to apply for this visa.Business Visa. You need to apply for a business visa if you are planning to visit Italy to meet a business partner or take part in a business meeting or conference.Medical Visa. If you are planning on entering Italy to receive short-term medical treatment, then you need to apply for a medical visa.Cultural Visa. You can
apply for this visa if you are attending a cultural event, sporting event, or competition in Italy or if you are entering the country as a part of a filming crew.Short term study Visa. You can apply for this visa if you are planning to attend a short-term study course in Italy.Italy Working Holiday Visa. If you’re looking to travel and work in Italy temporarily,
you’ll need to apply for a working holiday visa; you can apply for this visa only if you are a citizen of countries that have a working holiday agreement with Italy.Italy Work Visa. You can apply for this visa if you have an employer or a work contract in Italy.Italy Student Visa. Students attending long-term studies in Italy need to obtain a student visa for
their studies.Italy Family Reunification Visa. If you’'re joining family members who are already residing in Italy, you’ll need to apply for a family reunification visa.Italy Retirement Visa (Elective Residency Visa). Individuals looking to retire in Italy can apply for a retirement visa, also known as an elective residency visa.Iltaly Self-Employment Visa.
Entrepreneurs and self-employed individuals planning to establish a business in Italy will need to obtain a self-employment visa.ltaly Seasonal Worker Visa. If you're planning to work in Italy temporarily for seasonal employment, such as agriculture or tourism, you’ll need a seasonal worker visa.Determine Where to Lodge Your ApplicationOnce you’ve
answered the initial questions, here, the website will guide you on where to apply for the visa. If there’s a visa application centre (VAC) in your country, you’ll be directed to submit your application there. Otherwise, you'll need to submit your application directly at the Italian embassy or consulate. The website will provide the necessary address
details based on the available options in your country.Complete and Download the Visa Application FormTo start your visa application, complete the official visa application form with your personal details, travel history, and purpose of visit. Ensure all information is accurate and complete. You can either fill out the form electronically and then print it
or print it first and fill it out by hand. The printed copy will be crucial during your visa appointment or when submitting your application through designated channels.After you’ve received an answer as to whether you need a visa and where to submit your application, you can go ahead with the online application as follows:To proceed with the
application, you must click on “View” under the Documents and Forms section, which can be found in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, where you completed the questionnaire.Once you click on View, you will automatically be taken to the official website of the online application. There you can find the three steps of the
application process. Start the online Schengen visa application by clicking on “Proceed to online form.”You also have the option to change the language as required depending on the available options from your chosen country.The next part of your online application includes questions about your home address. Make sure to complete it all
correctly.Provide the data for your travel document, such as travel document number, country of issue, etc.This section applies only to family members of EU, EEA, or CH citizens (spouse, child, or dependent ascendant). If you are a non-EU national, skip this step and click “Print”.Once you reach this point, your application is filled out and ready to
print. You have the option to save your data and print your application later, whichever option suits you best.Either way, once you click “Print,” your application will be downloaded automatically as a PDF file, and then you can print out the application and attach it to the rest of the documents so you can submit it to the corresponding embassy or visa
application centre.Please ensure to print the complete file, especially the final page with the barcode which you will need as it contains your entries in a machine-readable format.Once you’ve finished filling out the visa application form online, you have to schedule an appointment with the corresponding Italian foreign representative as follows:If you
are from Algeria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Botswana, China, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, India, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Libya, Maldives, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, Palestine, Philippines, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, or
Vietnam, book an appointment with VFS Global; on their website, open an account and pick the “book an appointment” option.If you are from Cameroon, Kazakhstan, Senegal, or Singapore, book an appointment with BLS International; here, you must open an account and find the book an appointment option.If you are from Armenia, Belarus,
Lebanon, Nigeria, or Syria, book an appointment with TLS Contact.If you are from Tiirkiye, book an appointment with iData.If you are from anywhere else, book an appointment with the local Italian embassy or consulate with the Prenotami online booking system. You must open an account to make any appointments.You are advised to book an
appointment for your visa application a minimum of 15 days before your intended travel date. However, you cannot book an appointment earlier than six months before traveling. It’s important to schedule an appointment promptly to ensure you receive your visa on time; you must also take into account if there are any open slots for your appointment
which may prolong the waiting time for an appointment.Scheduling an appointment for an Italian visa application is free of charge. However, there are other fees associated with the application process, which we have outlined below in this article.We highly advise against scheduling appointments through non-accredited third-party intermediaries, as
they may add extra fees.To change or cancel your Italy visa appointment, you must use the services available at the designated centre where you initially scheduled your appointment:If you've booked an appointment with VFS, BLS, or TLS, you need to log in to your account and find the “cancel an appointment” button. Some visa application centres
may allow you to even reschedule your appointment, but this depends on the specific visa application centre; you will have all the information available within your account.If you’ve booked an appointment with the Prenotami online booking system, to cancel your appointment, you need to log in to your account and go to the option “my
appointments.” You will have all the information about your booked appointment and the option to cancel your current appointment. You cannot reschedule your current appointment, but after you cancel it, you can request a new one at a different time and date.Please note that you cannot cancel or reschedule an appointment with either option on
the day of your actual appointment; you must do so a minimum of 24 to 48 hours in advance.Prepare the Required DocumentsTo meet the short-term stay visa requirements for Italy, applicants must submit the following documents to the Italian embassy or consulate:Each visa application undergoes a personalized review, so the required documents
may differ. The Italian authorities may also ask for additional documentation in some cases. Travel Medical Insurance is compulsory for Schengen visas under Regulation (EU) 2009/810 of the European Parliament. Italy visa applicants can obtain visa insurance from either Europ Assistance or vti.travel, a European insurance comparison website,
comparing insurance policies of AXA, Allianz, Europ Assistance and Mutuaide.These insurance providers are acknowledged and accepted by Italian Embassies and Consulates worldwide. Moreover, you can cancel the insurance at no cost by submitting proof of Italy visa rejection. For a duration ranging from 1 to 5 days, the amount required for an
Italy Schengen visa per person is €269.60. Please note that the required amount increases as the days you plan to spend in Italy also increase.Attend Your AppointmentAfter you print out the application form and assemble your documents, you must attend the visa appointment and submit in person your visa application at the designated visa
application centre or embassy/consulate.You will also need to attend a visa interview, answering questions about your planned trip to Italy. The focus of the interview will solely be on your planned activities during your visit and the duration of your stay.On the day when you submit your application you are also required to pay a Schengen visa fee of
€90; the fee is halved to €45 for minors. Please note that if you apply for your visa via a visa application centre, you may be required to pay an additional fee of up to €40 to have your visa processed.Someone else can apply on your behalf only if you’ve given them the authorisation to do so and only in cases where you are not required to show up in
person at the designated appointment to submit your biometric information.Wait for the Visa to ProcessWait for your visa application to be processed. You will be notified of your Schengen visa application status (approved/rejected) once a decision has been made.To track the status of your application, you need a reference number which is usually
stamped on the receipt of your visa application fee.The actual tracking process depends on where you submitted your application:If you've applied for your Italy visa via a visa application centre (VFS, BLS, or TLS), you can track your application on their website using your reference number and passport number.If you’ve applied for your visa directly
to an embassy or consulate, online tracking may not be possible.If your visa application is approved, you will receive a notification, usually an email, to notify you of the final decision. You can then pick up your passport, enter Italy, and stay in the country as per the validity of your visa.If you’ve received a negative decision, you will find the reasons for
your refusal highlighted in the denial notice.In this case, you can either appeal against the decision or reapply for the visa. To reapply for the visa, ensure that you already have addressed the issues that caused your denial in the first place and then go through the process again.To appeal against a negative decision on your Schengen Italy visa
application, you need to send an appeal request to the Regional Administrative Court (T.A.R.) of Lazio based in Rome. You must send your request within 60 days of having received your negative decision.Additionally, you may not be able to send the appeal on your own; you need to employ a legal representative to send the appeal request on your
behalf.No, you will not receive a refund of your Italy visa fee, even in cases of denial. The fee is meant to cover the costs and expenses it takes to receive, process, and give a final decision on your visa, which is why a refund is not possible, regardless of the final outcome.Finally, you can collect your passport in one of the following ways:Pick it up in
person. You have to pick up your passport in person either at the embassy/consulate or visa application center where you lodged your application. You will find the instructions on how and when to pick up your passport in the final decision regarding your visa application.Receive your passport by courier. If you apply via a VAC, you may have the
option to have your passport sent to you by courier after your visa has been processed. But for this service, you need to pay an extra fee.How to Enter Italy?Once you obtain your visa, you can find the dates you can travel to Italy on your visa sticker, which will be stamped on your passport.On the day of your departure, you must have with you other
documents besides your Schengen visa. These documents include the following:A valid travel document (passport) with the visa sticker attached.Proof of accommodation.Ticket for return journey.Documentation of sufficient funds.Valid travel health insurance.Frequently Asked QuestionsThe Schengen visa for Italy allows stays of up to 90 days within
a 180-day window for short visits. The day count starts as soon as you enter Italy and stops the moment you leave the Schengen Area.lt is possible to extend your Schengen visa for Italy, but only under exceptional circumstances such as force majeure, humanitarian needs, or significant personal reasons. To extend your stay, you need to contact your
local “Questura” office where you are staying in Italy so you can submit a request for an extension.With an Italian-issued Schengen visa, you are free to explore other Schengen countries within the period of your visa, provided you adhere to the 90/180-day regulation.The Schengen visa does not permit engagement in paid employment in Italy. For
work purposes, a specific work visa is required.Other Information:Did you find this page helpful? Yes No Wondering whether South African citizens need a Schengen Visa to enter Europe? The short answer is yes. If you are from South Africa and want to visit Europe for a maximum of 90 days - for a holiday, business purposes or to visit your family,
for example - then you must apply for a Schengen Visa. We know that the thought of collecting all the required documents can be overwhelming, but we’re here to help you get organised and prepared. In this post, we will provide you with a step-by-step guide on how to get a Schengen Visa from South Africa, including the required documents and
application process. Plus, we’ll throw in some tips and tricks to make the process even smoother, so make sure you read it all the way to the end. Table of contents: 1. Do All South African Citizens Need a Schengen Visa? While most South African citizens need a Schengen Visa to enter Europe, there are two categories of individuals living in South
Africa who are allowed to enter the Schengen Area Visa-free. These categories include: 1. Nationals of countries who have Visa free-regimes with the EU and are currently residing in South Africa. For instance, if you are an Israeli citizen residing in South Africa you do not need a Schengen Visa for Europe because the EU currently has a Visa-free
regime with Israel. The full list of countries who have established a Visa-free regime with the EU can be accessed here. 2. South African citizens who hold dual citizenship with a Schengen Member State or a country that has established a Visa-free regime with the EU (if that is applicable to you, you will have to travel using your EU or Schengen-visa-
exempt-country passport). However, it’s worth noting that starting in 2024, passport holders of countries with Visa-free regimes will need to apply for an ETIAS (European Travel Information and Authorisation System) before travelling to Europe. But no worries about that, applying for an ETIAS Visa Waiver is relatively easy and applications are
typically processed in minutes. 2. What Documents Do South Africans Need to Apply for a Schengen Visa? To apply for a Schengen Visa from South Africa, it is extremely important to submit a set of documents that match your personal situation and travel purpose. For instance, if you are employed, you must submit employment documents such as
your employment contract, leave permission from employer, your payslips for the last 6 months, and No Objection Certificate (NOC) Letter from your employer. Or, if you are unemployed, you must submit documents such as a sponsorship letter written and signed by your sponsor, your sponsor’s bank statements, and a copy of the ID/Passport of your
sponsor. Your travel purpose also plays a key role in determining the right documents the Embassy expects from you in order to grant you a Schengen Visa. For example, if you are travelling for tourism, you must submit a day-to-day travel itinerary including details about your flight itinerary, hotel reservations, and travel destinations. Or, if you are
travelling for study purposes, you must submit documents such as a NOC Letter for Students and Proof of School Enrolment. To help you get an idea of the documents you must submit with your Schengen Visa application, we have created a complete guide of the Schengen Visa application requirements that can be accessed here. However, if you still
have doubts about the required documents for a successful application, do not hesitate to request our Schengen Embassy Requirements Report™” (SERR). The Schengen Embassy Requirements Report™” (SERR) is a unique report created by the Visas Association team of experts that is tailored specifically for your personal situation. The report is
designed to analyse your situation and help you navigate the application process more smoothly, significantly increasing your chances of approval. 3. What Are the Steps to Follow in Order to Apply for a Schengen Visa from South Africa? Here are the steps to follow to apply for a Schengen Visa from South Africa: Step 1: Find Out Where You Need to
Apply Determine the Schengen country where you will submit your application based on your itinerary and duration of stay. Remember that you must submit your application at the Embassy or the Consulate of the country of your main destination. The country of your main destination is considered the country where you will spend most days. Or, if
you plan on spending an equal number of days in each Schengen country you will be visiting, you must submit your application to the Embassy or Consulate of the country you will enter first. Here are a few examples: If you plan on travelling solely to France, you must submit your application to: The CAPAGO Centres in Cape Town, Durban and
Johannesburg (Capago International is the official company mandated by the French Government to handle Schengen Visa applications) If you plan on spending 10 days in France and 20 days in Italy, you must submit your application to: VFS Global (starting from 1st March 2021, VFS Global is the Visa outsourcing agency for the Embassy of Italy in
South Africa) If you plan on spending 10 days in Germany and 10 days in Spain and your first entry will be in Spain, you must submit your application to: BLS International (the Visa outsourcing agency for the Embassy of Spain in South Africa) Step 2: Find Out What Type of Schengen Visa You Need to Apply For The type of Schengen Visa you need to
apply for depends on your travel purpose. For example, you can apply for a: Step 3: Schedule Your Schengen Visa Appointment It is crucial to schedule your Schengen Visa appointment well ahead of time, preferably before gathering all the necessary documents, as the Schengen Embassies generally have limited appointment slots, particularly those
that receive a large number of requests. We recommend you read this guide to learn how to book your Schengen Visa appointment and what are the most common mistakes to avoid when booking an appointment at the Embassy or Consulate. Step 4: Collect the Required Documents As we mentioned before, it is extremely important to submit the
exact documents based on your personal situation. If you need expert guidance and assistance to collect the right documents for your application, do not hesitate to contact us. For more expert advice, we also recommend you visit our guides section. You'll find a variety of step-by-step comprehensive guides about the Schengen Visa requirements to
help you navigate the application processes with greater ease. Step 5: File Your Application On the day of your scheduled appointment, you must submit your application, attend a brief interview about your upcoming trip, and pay the Schengen Visa fee. The usual fee for a Schengen Visa is €80, which is approximately equivalent to 1,605 South
African Rand (ZAR). Please keep in mind that the Schengen Visa fee in ZAR may vary based on the current exchange rate. Additionally, if you have not applied for a Schengen Visa in the previous five years, you will need to provide your biometric information. Generally, the processing time for Schengen Visa applications from South Africa is
approximately 15 working days. However, the actual duration can vary based on several factors, including the type of Visa you have applied for, the country you intend to visit, and the number of requests being processed at the time. After submitting your application, you will receive a reference number you can use to track the status of your
application. If your application is approved, the Schengen Visa sticker will be affixed to a page on your passport. In the unfortunate event that your application is rejected, you have the right to appeal Your Schengen Visa refusal (only if you have strong reasons to believe that the decision of the Embassy was incorrect). The Bottom Line Applying for
a Schengen Visa from South Africa can be overwhelming, but with the right guidance and preparation, it can be a smooth and straightforward process. Remember to gather all the necessary documents based on your personal situation and travel purpose, schedule your appointment well in advance, and pay close attention to the details when
completing your application. By following these steps, you can increase your chances of obtaining a Schengen Visa and enjoying a stress-free trip to Europe. If you have any queries concerning your Schengen Visa application from South Africa, contact us or request a free consultation and we’d be more than happy to help you. The average student
income in Australia is around $20,000 AUD to $25,000 AUD every year and $20 AUD to $25 AUD per hour fixed by the Australian Government. After education, entry-level positions start at $60,000 AUD - $70,000 AUD per year, but when you gain experience as you proceed, you can make up to $110,618 AUD - $120,950 AUD every year. Although
Switzerland is not a part of the European Union, it follows Schengen rules due to a special agreement signed in 2024. So, if you're planning a trip to Switzerland for tourism, business, or family reasons and intend to stay for up to 90 days, you may require a Swiss Short-stay visa, also known as a Swiss Schengen Visa.Our visa experts have crafted the
following guide to assist you at every stage of the Switzerland Schengen visa application process. Filled with valuable insights and in-depth information based on our expertise, this comprehensive guide will aid you in thoroughly preparing for your Switzerland visa application.How to Apply for a Visa to Switzerland?To apply for a Switzerland
Schengen Visa, you have to follow these steps:Check If You Need a Visa to Enter SwitzerlandWhether you need a visa for Switzerland depends on your nationality:You will have to apply for a visa when travelling to Switzerland if you are: You are exempt from applying for a visa to enter Switzerland if you fall into any of the following categories:For
those exempt from a visa, check out the required documents for entry into Switzerland. It’s always good to be prepared!Understand the Type of Visa You NeedIf your plan involves a short trip to Switzerland, lasting up to 90 days, whether it’s for tourism, visiting friends and family, or business purposes, you should apply for a short-stay visa,
commonly referred to as a C-type or Schengen Visa.However, if your visit involves other purposes or you plan to stay in Switzerland for more than 90 days, you’ll need a long-stay visa, also known as a D-type visa.Transit visa. If you plan to transit in a Swiss airport, on your way to a third destination. You need an onward flight ticket as well as a visa
for the destination country (if applicable).Tourism visa. If you plan to travel to Switzerland simply for tourism, sightseeing, etc, with no other purpose.Visiting family or friends visa. If you will visit family or friends in Switzerland; you will need an invitation letter from them.Medical treatment visa. If you will receive medical treatment in a Swiss
medical facility.Business visa. If you will be travelling for business-related activities, such as attending meetings, conferences, etc.Cultural, religious, or sports events visa. If you will be travelling for a cultural event, such as attending an art show or festival, attending a religious event, or for sport-related activities.Official visit visa. If you are travelling
for an official visit as a representative of your country.Short-term study visa. If you have been accepted into a short-term study program (up to three months),As you complete the application form, you must specify the purpose of your visit. If you plan to stay in Switzerland for more than three months and your reasons include working, studying, or
reuniting with family, you should apply for a D-visa, also known as a national visa.You can choose from different types of Switzerland long-stay visas based on your purpose:Study Visa: If you plan to study in Switzerland and have been accepted by a Swiss educational institution.Work Visa: If you want to work legally in Switzerland.Family Reunion
Visa: If you have a family member who is a Swiss citizen or permanent resident and you want to join them.Retirement Visa: If you’'re considering spending your retirement in Switzerland.To figure out where to submit your Switzerland Short-Stay visa application, consider your place of residence. Depending on where you live, you may need to submit
your application directly to the Swiss Embassy/Consulate or through authorized visa application centres.Check below to find out whether you should apply directly to the Swiss Embassy/Consulate or through authorized visa application centres. If there is no Swiss embassy/consulate or accredited visa application centre in your country, you can still
apply for a visa through a neighbouring country’s representative. Find your country in the list below to discover where to submit your visa application.Apply at: Swiss representation in Islamabad (Pakistan) Note: This representation monitors all matters related to Afghanistan.Apply at: Swiss Embassy in Prishtina, Kosovo. Note: All matters related to
Albania are monitored by this embassy.Apply at: Swiss representation in Pretoria (South Africa) Note: This representation monitors all matters related to Angola.If Switzerland is the only Schengen Area country on your itinerary, the process is straightforward - submit your application at the Swiss embassy/consulate or the authorized Visa Application
Center (VAC) in your country of residence.However, if your trip involves Switzerland and at least one additional Schengen state, apply at the Swiss embassy/consulate/VAC in your country of residence only if:You plan to spend more days in Switzerland than in the other Schengen countries.You intend to spend an equal amount of time in each country,
but you are initiating your Schengen journey by entering through Switzerland.Note: You cannot apply for a short-stay Swiss visa from a country where you currently hold a short-stay visa. A residence permit in the country where you are applying is mandatory.For more detailed information, please consult: How to Choose the Right
Embassy/Consulate/VAC to Submit the Visa ApplicationComplete and Download the Swiss Visa Application FormYou can complete the Swiss visa application form through the online system or through the relevant Swiss representation abroad.If you cannot apply online, you will be redirected to the website of the relevant Swiss representation, which
has detailed instructions on how to complete the application form, submit your application, and schedule your appointment.Typically, you will have to apply through a third-party agency such as TLScontact or VFS Global. They will provide you with the version of the visa application form that you need.If you can apply online, click on the “Online
application” button to proceed with completing the application form.You must register in the online system by providing your personal information, such as your name, surname, date of birth, phone number, and email address.After you register, you will receive an email with the link to access the online application.You are required to provide your
personal data exactly as it appears in your travel documents.You must provide information about your travel document and home address (street, PO Box, ZIP postcode, place, region, and phone number).You must provide information about the purpose of your travel, your main destination, the number of entries, arrival and departure dates, and
whether you had a Schengen visa before.You must provide information about your host or accommodation, including here their name, address, canton, email and phone number.In this section, you must specify who will cover your expenses while you stay in Switzerland. Click ‘Finish’ when you are done.When you are done completing the application,
you can click ‘Complete registration’ if you want to definitely complete the registration. If you want to add another application, you can do so by selecting ‘Enter another application’. You can also edit or delete your registered application by clicking the specific icons (see below).You must confirm that you completed the registration process by clicking



‘T have checked the data. All data are correct and complete.’You can download the application form as a PDF document and continue with the next step. Please print out the PDF document and sign it. The signed PDF, along with all requested documents, should be submitted to the relevant Swiss representation within 180 days.In the next step, you
can pay the application fee. If you choose ‘No online payment’ you must make the required payment when you attend the visa appointment. If you want to pay online, you must select the option ‘Payment with Visa or Mastercard’.After you select the online payment option, you will be directed to the next step, where you need to provide your card
number details. Click ‘Pay’ when you are done.Schedule Your Visa AppointmentOnce you complete your Swiss visa application form, you will need to book an appointment with the Swiss representative or a visa centre to submit your documents and biometric information (photo and fingerprints).If you're living in Algeria, Bahrain, Bhutan, China,
Egypt, Ghana, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Maldives, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, or Zimbabwe schedule your Swiss visa appointment through VFS Global.If you're living in Kosovo,
Russia, Turkiye, Ukraine, or the United Kingdom, schedule your Swiss visa appointment through TLS Contact.If your country is not listed above, please schedule an appointment using the official online visa system. Select your country of residence and click on ‘Responsible Representation.” This will take you to the embassy/consulate website, where
you can make the appointment.The Swiss authorities advise you to set an appointment for your application as early as you can. The latest you can apply is 15 days before you plan to travel; the earliest you can apply for a visa is six months.Appointment scheduling and the application review process can be accelerated for individuals seeking entry into
Switzerland for humanitarian or medical purposes by completing the online form for an urgent appointment. The representation will promptly provide information on the visa application procedures to be followed.Prepare the Required Documents for a Swiss Schengen VisaWhen you attend the appointment, you must submit the required documents
for a Swiss Schengen visa.To meet the short-term stay visa requirements for Switzerland, applicants must submit the following documents to the Swiss embassy or consulate:Swiss Schengen visa application form.Documents generally required for any Schengen visa application.Schengen visa insurance. The insurance should have a minimum coverage
of €30,000 for medical emergencies and include repatriation in the event of death.Swiss visa applicants can obtain visa insurance from either Europ Assistance or vti.travel, a European insurance comparison website, comparing insurance policies of AXA, Allianz, Europ Assistance and Mutuaide.These insurance providers are acknowledged and
accepted by Swiss Embassies and Consulates worldwide. Moreover, you can cancel the insurance at no cost by submitting proof of a visa rejection.If your visit is sponsored by a friend or family member in Switzerland, you may be required to submit an official declaration of guarantee signed by your host and certified by the immigration officials in
Switzerland if you cannot prove you have sufficient financial means.Each visa application undergoes a personalized review, so the required documents may differ. The Swiss authorities may also ask for additional documentation in some cases. Upon applying for the visa, you will receive the required form along with detailed instructions.To obtain a
Swiss visa, you must have at least €105 per day to cover your expenses in Switzerland for the duration of your stay.On the day of your appointment at the Swiss embassy or visa center, you have to submit your document file and filled-in and signed application form. During the appointment, you may be required to enter a short interview and (if you
haven’t paid already) pay the visa application fee.If you did not pay the required fee during the online application, you have to pay an €90 visa for the visa fee. If you are applying through a visa application center, you may also need to pay an additional service fee, €10 to €40. In most cases, you must pay the fee according to the currency of the
country where the application is being submitted.When attending your appointment, the consular or visa officer might ask you questions relating to your trip to Switzerland, such as the purpose of your trip, travel itinerary, accommodation, as well as personal information about yourself such as your work, studies, family background, etc.Make sure
you answer all questions truthfully and without hesitation. These questions are to determine the genuineness of your visit to Switzerland.Yes, someone else can apply for a Schengen visa on your behalf, but only if you've granted them authorization to do so and you’re not required to submit your biometric data.Wait for the Visa to ProcessYour Swiss
visa will be processed in 15 working days. However, depending on the specific circumstances of your application, the processing time can be prolonged up to 30 days or more.If the Swiss embassy or consulate has outsourced visa applications to agencies such as TLS or VFS Global, they may offer visa tracking services. You will be provided with a
reference number to check the relevant tracking system.If your Swiss visa is refused, you have two options:You can re-apply for a new visa. If you believe the reasons for refusal are justified, then you can fix the mistakes and apply for a new visa.You can appeal the decision. If you believe your application was unjustly rejected, you can appeal the
decision. Your right to appeal the decision is valid for 30 days since you receive the refusal. You will have to write a visa appeal letter in German, French, or Italian (not English!). The appeal will have to be addressed and sent to the Federal Administrative Court (P.O. Box, CH-3000 Bern 14) within 30 days of receiving the rejection.The reason why
your visa was rejected will be stated in the rejection letter.No, you will not. Swiss visa fees are non-refundable even if the outcome is negative.Collect Your PassportAfter a decision is made, you have to collect your passport from the Swiss embassy, or the third-party agency (TLScontact, VFS Global, etc). At the time of application, the visa officer in
charge will let you know how you can get your passport back: either pick it up in-person or you can pay for a courier service to deliver it to you.How to Enter Switzerland?You can enter Switzerland within the validity period of your visa. You must have the following documents when you enter the border control authorities:Valid passport with the Swiss
visa affixed. Your passport should be valid for at least three months beyond your planned date of departure from the Schengen area and be issued within the last ten years.Proof of accommodation in Switzerland. This could be a hotel booking, a rental agreement, or a letter of invitation from a host living in Switzerland.Travel itinerary. Evidence of
your travel plans within and after your stay in Switzerland, such as train tickets, flight bookings, etc.Proof of financial means. You may need to show that you have enough money to support yourself during your stay (at least €105 per day). This can be in the form of bank statements, cash, credit cards, or letters of support from a host.Travel Insurance.
Proof of a travel health insurance policy that covers emergency medical expenses and repatriation for medical reasons, death, and urgent health attention, with a minimum coverage of 30,000 Euros (or equivalent) valid for the entire Schengen area.Additional supporting documents. If you're visiting for work or study, you might need an invitation
letter from the employer or educational institution, or other relevant documents. Depending on your specific situation or the purpose of your visit, you might be asked for additional documents. For example, if you’'re visiting family or friends, an invitation letter might be required.A Schengen Switzerland visa is typically valid for a maximum of 90 days
within a 180-day period. However, it can be issued for a shorter duration depending on the decision of the consular office. You can use the Schengen calculator to correctly count your days.You can request an extension of your visa, but only for specific reasons, such as force majeure or humanitarian reasons. Visa extension requests have to be made
while you are in Switzerland, before your visa expires. You must direct them to the relevant Migration Office of the Swiss canton where you are in.If you exceed your visa’s allowed stay in Switzerland, you could face serious repercussions such as fines, deportation, entry bans, or even arrest. You must follow your visa’s rules to avoid these
consequences.Yes, you can visit other countries within the Schengen Area with a Switzerland visa (unless you have a Limited Territorial Validity Visa). However, your primary destination must be Switzerland, and the days spent in other Schengen countries will count towards your 90-day limit.No, you cannot work in Switzerland with a Schengen visa.
This visa is typically for short-stay visits such as tourism, business, or other non-employment purposes.Other Information:Your personal data during the Swiss visa application process is protected and stored in accordance with Articles 13 and 14 of Regulation (EU) 2016/679 (General Data Protection Regulation).If you have any concerns about the
security of your data, you can contact the Federal Foreign Office Data Protection Commissioner as follows:State Secretariat for Migration SEMCH-3003 BernSwitzerlandEmail:Tel: +41 58 465 11 11 Fax: +41 58 465 93 79Switzerland, while not an EU member, is surrounded by EU member countries. It maintains close economic and political ties with
the EU through various bilateral agreements.In 2004, Switzerland signed the Schengen Association Agreement, making it an associated member of the Schengen Area. This agreement meant:Adopting Schengen Rules: Switzerland adopts the Schengen Acquis - the extensive body of laws and regulations governing the Schengen Area’s border-free
travel.Abolishing Border Controls: Switzerland removed passport and immigration controls on its borders with other Schengen countries.Official Sources: EUR-Lex: Agreement between the European Union, the European Community and the Swiss Confederation on the Swiss Confederation’s association with the implementation, application and
development of the Schengen acquis - Final Act.EU Monitor - Legal provisions of COM(2004)593-2 - Signature of the Agreement between the EU, the EC and Switzerland concerning the latter’s association with the implementation, application and development of the Schengen Acquis.Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs FDFA - Bilateral
agreements II (2004). Did you find this page helpful? Yes No A study visa allows international students to enter and stay in a foreign country legally for educational purposes at approved institutions. A student can get a UK study visa without IELTS by demonstrating English proficiency through alternative tests or academic qualifications. Some trusted
education consultancy firms in Bangladesh offer UK study visas without IELTS for Bangladeshi students. Among them Sangen Edu Ltd is mentionable. Is it your dream to study in the UK? Call us now at +880-1615-000125. The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) is a standardized test designed to assess English language
proficiency for non-native speakers. It is widely used by educational institutions, employers, and immigration authorities in English-speaking countries to evaluate a person’s ability to communicate effectively in English. IELTS tests four key skills: listening, reading, writing, and speaking. Available in Academic and General Training formats, IELTS is
recognized globally as a reliable measure of English proficiency for study, work, or immigration purposes. How to obtain a UK study visa without IELTS from Bangladesh? To obtain a UK study visa without IELTS from Bangladesh, follow these detailed steps to enhance your application: Choose universities that accept alternatives: Research UK
universities that accept alternative qualifications to IELTS. Many institutions accept the Medium of Instruction Certificate (MOI) or other English language proficiency tests. Provide a medium of instruction certificate (MOI): If your previous education was conducted in English, you can obtain an MOI from your institution. This certificate states that
you studied in English. Enroll in pre-sessional English courses: Some universities offer pre-sessional English language courses for students who don’t meet the IELTS requirement. Completing such a course can help you secure admission. Secure an unconditional offer letter: Obtain an unconditional offer from a UK university that accepts your
alternative proof of English proficiency. Ensure the offer specifies the acceptance criteria for English. Gather required documents: Prepare the necessary documents for your visa application, including your passport, CAS (Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies) from the university, financial statements, and any additional documentation required by
the UK Home Office. Documents required to apply for a UK student visa without IELTS To apply for a UK student visa without IELTS, you will typically need the following documents: Valid passport: A passport that is valid for the duration of your stay in the UK. Confirmation of acceptance for studies (CAS): An official document from a UK educational
institution confirming your acceptance into a course. Proof of English proficiency: If applicable, provide results from alternative English tests or documents supporting your English proficiency, such as previous academic records. Financial evidence: Bank statements or financial documents demonstrating that you have sufficient funds to cover tuition
fees and living expenses while studying in the UK. Academic certificates and transcripts: Copies of your academic qualifications, including diplomas and transcripts from previous studies. Health test results: A medical certificate confirming that you are physically fit if you are from a country that requires testing. Proof of accommodation: Evidence of
where you will be staying during your time in the UK, such as a rental agreement or accommodation letter from the university. Personal statement: A statement explaining your study intentions, plans, and reasons for choosing the UK as your study destination. UK universities offering admissions for undergraduates without IELTS Here are several UK
universities offering undergraduate admissions without IELTS and flexible entry requirements for international students: Birmingham City University University of Bristol Sheffield Hallam University University of Warwick London South Bank University Northumbria University Robert Gordon University University of Bolton University of Plymouth
University of Portsmouth Swansea University University of Greenwich University of Central Lancashire (UCLan) Aston University UK universities offering admissions for postgraduation without IELTS Here’s a list of UK universities that offer postgraduate admissions without requiring IELTS: University of Leicester University of Hertfordshire
University of Greenwich Coventry University University of Essex Liverpool John Moores University Ulster University University of York University of Portsmouth University of Warwick Swansea University Goldsmiths, University of London Northumbria University Eligibility criteria for Bangladeshi students to study in the UK without IELTS To study in
the UK without IELTS, Bangladeshi students need to meet certain eligibility criteria: Good academic results: Strong academic performance in SSC, HSC, or equivalent for undergraduate, and undergraduate results for postgraduation. Academic performance in English: High scores in English subjects at SSC and HSC levels reflect proficiency and
comprehension of the English language. Alternative English language test certificate: Acceptable scores from tests like TOEFL, PTE, or Cambridge English provide evidence of English language skills. Extracurricular activities: Involvement in sports, clubs, or volunteer work shows well-roundedness and strong communication skills beyond academics.
Proof of financial solvency: Demonstrating sufficient financial resources ensures students can cover tuition and living expenses while studying in the UK. How does Sangen Edu Ltd help you? Sangen Edu Ltd is a trusted education consultancy firm in Bangladesh. For a long time, we have been helping students obtain study visas for the UK and other
countries. Many students have already received study visas without IELTS through our services, fulfilling their dreams. Are you planning to study in the UK without IELTS? Call us now at +880-1615-000125. Apply for Upcoming Intakes Frequently asked questions and answers Yes, you can apply for a UK study visa without IELTS if you meet certain
criteria, such as having strong academic results or proof of English proficiency through alternative means. UK universities may accept alternative English language tests like TOEFL, PTE, or Cambridge English exams, as well as prior academic performance in English. Yes, many UK universities accept students without IELTS under certain conditions.
It's crucial to check with individual universities for their specific requirements. You can demonstrate your English skills by providing academic records showing high scores in English subjects, proof of previous education in English, or completing a pre-sessional English course. Yes, significant work experience in an English-speaking country can be
used to demonstrate your English proficiency and may support your visa application. The Schengen Area includes 29 States. All of them, except for three countries, are members of the European Union. Another five countries are members of the EU but have no membership in the Schengen Area. Let’s look at the specifics of visiting these countries.
The Schengen Area is a unique European free-movement zone. It means there are no internal border checks at airports, sea or land borders. Checks at internal borders are resumed for limited periods only in the event of a serious security threat. For example, it was the case at the beginning of the pandemic in the spring of 2020. The territories of
the Schengen Area and the European Union do not coincide, although many European countries belong to both the Schengen Area and the EU. Cyprus is a member of the European Union but is not a part of the Schengen Area. Still, you can enter this country on a national or a Schengen visa. But national visas of this country do not grant access to
the Schengen Area. Countries that are part of both the Schengen Area that are and the EU: Austria Belgium Bulgaria Croatia Czech Republic Denmark Estonia Finland France Germany Greece Hungary Italy Latvia Lithuania Luxembourg Malta Netherlands Poland Portugal Romania Slovakia Slovenia Spain Sweden Countries that are
part of the EU but not of the Schengen Area: Countries that are part of the Schengen Area but not of the EU: Iceland Liechtenstein Norway Switzerland The dwarf states of Vatican City, Andorra, Monaco and San Marino do not belong to either the Schengen Area or the European Union. But a Schengen visa can be used to enter their territory. For
example, the Vatican enclave can only be accessed from Italy, while Monaco can only be accessed from France. 29 member countries of the Schengen Zone in 2025 Cyprus is a candidate for becoming Schengen states. Even now, during the transition period, you can enter this country on either a national or a Schengen visa. The exact date of signing
the agreement is unknown: the decision will be made by the Council of the European Union. It is planned that, eventually, all EU countries will sign the Schengen Agreement. If accession takes place, Ireland will remain the only outsider EU country. It does not participate in the Schengen legislation, maintaining passport control at its external borders
and an independent visa policy. In addition, Ireland retains an essential passport-free zone with the UK, which is not a part of either the Schengen Area or the European Union. Along with the countries with the official Schengen Candidate status, there are potential candidates — Turkey, Montenegro, Georgia, Ukraine, and Moldova. Joining the
Schengen Agreement means meeting certain requirements defined at the Copenhagen European Council in 1993 under the name Copenhagen Criteria. Any European country can apply for membership if it respects the democratic values of the European Union and is interested in promoting them. Primary criteria for joining the Schengen Agreement:
Stable institutions guarantee democracy, the rule of law, human rights, and respect for and protection of minorities. Functioning market economy and the ability to withstand competition and the EU market. Ability to effectively implement membership obligations, including the adherence to the goals of political, economic and monetary union. A
Schengen visa is required to visit the Schengen Area. It is valid in all 29 countries, as well as in the candidate country — Cyprus. In addition, a Schengen visa gives access to dwarf states: Vatican City, San Marino, Andorra, and Monaco. Schengen visas can be single-entry or multiple-entry. Single-entry Schengen Visa Type A gives the right to stay in
transit zones of Schengen Area airports for 2 days. CategoryUsageValidityTravel durationC1Schengen AreaUp to 30 days, can be issued for the duration of one tripUp to 30 days every six monthsC2Schengen AreaUp to 90 days30 to 90 days every six monthsC3Schengen AreaUp to one year30 to 90 days every six monthsC4Schengen AreaUp to 5
years90 days every six monthsDNational visaFor one year with the possibility of an extensionUp to one year Due to the influx of emigrants and the fight against crime, some Schengen states introduced special border controls in 2016: Austria — from Slovenia and Hungary. Germany — on the border with neighbouring Austria. Denmark — on the
border with Germany, as well as in seaports where German ferries arrive. Sweden — on the Eresun Bridge, in the southern and western ports. Norway — in seaports where ferries from Denmark, Germany, and Sweden arrive. Hungary has built a fence on the border not only with Serbia, which is not part of the Schengen agreement but also with
Slovenia. The idea of creating the Schengen Area was first officially established in 1985 in the village of Schengen in Luxembourg. Representatives of Belgium, the Netherlands, France, Germany and Luxembourg signed an agreement on the free movement of goods, capital and travellers. The 1985 document did not yet mention a uniform Schengen
visa and retained border checks. The village of Schengen in Luxembourg, the place where the Schengen Agreement was signed in 1985 In June 1990, the Convention Implementing the Schengen Agreement was signed. It listed the conditions for issuing a Schengen visa and eliminating internal border checks in the member countries. The five
Schengen countries of that time were joined by two more — Spain and Portugal. The list of the Schengen Area member countries is constantly changing: new members join, and others leave. Our website publishes official to-date data on the countries participating in the Schengen Agreement and candidates for accession. All information on movement
rules within the Schengen Area is regularly updated. These are the 29 countries that have signed the Schengen Agreement: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. The emergence of the Schengen Area and the European Union is based on various interstate agreements. The Schengen Area countries have signed the Schengen Agreement. The European Union was created due to the signing of the Maastricht Treaty. The countries of the
Schengen Area are part of the European Union, except for Liechtenstein, Norway, Iceland and Switzerland. Ireland and Cyprus are members of the European Union but not of the Schengen Area. There are several types of Schengen visas. The duration of stay in the Schengen Area depends on the visa type. Most tourists have visas that allow them to
stay in the Schengen Area for 90 days every 180 days. Get a Schengen visa. It gives you the right to travel on the territory of all 29 states of the Schengen Area. According to the official Schengen Visa Statistics, the following countries had the lowest visa rejection rates in 2021: Latvia rejected 3.5% of Schengen visa applications; Czech Republic
rejected 3.3%; Lithuania rejected 2.8%; Slovakia rejected 2.7%; Luxembourg rejected only 1.2% of Schengen visa applications. You can apply for multiple-entry Schengen visas to one of these countries. According to the official Schengen Visa Statistics, the following countries had the highest visa rejection rates in 2021: Sweden rejected 30.6% of
Schengen visa applications; Norway rejected 26.2%; France rejected 21.1%; Denmark rejected 21.1%; Belgium rejected 20.4%; Malta rejected 16.2% of Schengen visa applications. That does not mean you should be discouraged from applying, but if you are in doubt, consider other Schengen countries for visa application. Regardless of the Schengen
country that issues the visa to you, you will be able to travel through the entire Schengen Area, including the countries with high visa rejection rates. Those visiting the Schengen Area for a single trip lasting fewer than 90 days will need a short-stay visa. This is the regular visa used for tourism purposes, visiting family and friends or short business
trips.What different types of Schengen visas exist ? Multiple-entry Schengen Visas Those planning to enter, leave, and then re-enter the Schengen Area will need a double-entry visa. If you obtain this visa, it is important to remember that it expires when you leave the Schengen Area for the second time, even if you have not used all the travel days it
specifies. Those who want to make multiple trips in and out of the Schengen Area will require a multiple-entry Schengen Visa. The basic version allows you to spend 90 days at a time within the area over a period of 180 days, up to as many trips in and out as you require. Multiple-entry Schengen Visas are also available lasting one, three, and five
years - covering you for any trips within that period. The types of multiple-entry visas and how to get them Other than the basic short-stay multiple-entry Schengen Visa, there are three main visa types covering longer periods. One-year multiple-entry Schengen Visa You can apply for this Schengen Visa type provided that you have used three visas
within the previous two years. Three-year multiple-entry Schengen Visa The three-year multiple-entry visa is granted to applicants who have obtained and lawfully used a previous multiple-entry visa valid for one year within the past two years. The 90/180 days rule again applies. Five-year multiple-entry Schengen Visa A five-year multiple-entry visa is
granted to people that have used a previous multiple-entry visa valid for at least two years over the past three years. Multiple-entry national visas A national D category is required by those who are studying, working or permanently residing in one of the Schengen Countries. These can be single-entry, but multiple-entry national visas are also granted
to certain individuals, allowing them to travel in and out of a specific Schengen Country and travel throughout the whole Schengen Area without additional visa requirements. To gain a national multiple-entry Visa, you must meet the certain criteria: You must be on an international student program requiring a visa for less than one year. If you are an
international student that is about to start a full course of studies in one of the Schengen States. This visa is issued for one year with the possibility of extending it. A national multiple-entry Schengen Visa may also be granted to those working at a higher institution or research center, who needs to travel in and out of the Schengen Area due to their
work. They can also be granted to anyone in a profession requiring specialist expertise, including sportspeople, artists or any other specialized profession. These types of national multiple-entry Schengen Visas have similar restrictions to the standard multiple-entry Schengen Visa - but can allow the holder to stay in a country beyond the 90 days
specified by the normal visa. How can AXA help? Those seeking to obtain a visa to travel to the Schengen Area of European countries will require valid travel and medical insurance that provides coverage in all nations within the Schengen Area up to a cost of €30,000. The right type of insurance for you will depend on the type of visa you are seeking
for your stay, as well as your circumstances. For those seeking long-term multiple-entry Schengen Visas, it may be better value and more practical to obtain year-round coverage. AXA offers the perfect product for regular travelers who need permanent coverage. From €349,9 per year, you can take out our Annual insurance - which again covers you
for expenses up to €100,000. Details on all the options are available here. All of our products come with a guarantee of a refund if your visa application is refused and we provide an instantly available insurance certificate to aid your application. We also offer long-term international health insurance for those traveling to Europe to work or study that
will meet the criteria of your employment or student visa, with personalized quotes available online. This question is for testing whether you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submission. Audio is not supported in your browser. What code is in the image? Your support ID is: 1978867664971897479. Europe remains the top favorite
overseas destination for US travelers. With its tourist destinations, historical monuments and sites, beautiful mountains, and landscapes, the old continent keeps luring travelers across the globe. Almost 16 million US residents entered Europe in 2017 alone, and this number just keeps increasing every year. After neighboring Mexico, Europe was the
second most visited by Americans within the same year. But, although traveling may be a piece of cake for some travelers, some travelers might find it more difficult to explore new places. For some people, traveling includes applications and processes that are often confusing and time-consuming, in particular when it comes to traveling to beautiful
Europe. If you are living in the United States and you do not know what procedures you should follow to enter Europe, this article will make it clear to you. Do I Need to Apply for a Visa to Go to Europe from the USA? Due to the visa-free agreement between the United States and the countries in the Schengen Area, US citizens do not need to apply
for a Schengen visa to visit Europe for tourism or business purposes for stays of up to 90 days within a 180-day period. However, they will need to apply for an ETIAS starting in April 2027 in order to be permitted to enter any of the Schengen states. ETIAS stands for European Travel Information and Authorization System and is quite similar to the
American ESTA. You will have to apply for a Schengen visa from the US prior to your trip if you belong to any of the following categories: Please keep in mind that you will be able to get a Schengen visa from the US only if you are a Green Card holder. In case you are there on a visa, you will not be able to apply for a Schengen Visa. Instead, you will
have to go to your country of residence in order to be able to apply. What Are the Types of Schengen Visas Available for Applicants in the USA? Applicants from the United States can apply for the following visas, depending on the purpose of visiting the Schengen countries: Which EU Countries Can Americans Visit Without a Visa? US travelers can
visit the following EU countries without having to obtain a short-term Schengen visa: Austria. Belgium. Croatia. Czech Republic. Denmark. Estonia. Finland. France. Germany. Greece. Hungary. Iceland. Italy. Latvia. Liechtenstein. Lithuania. Luxembourg. Malta. The Netherlands. Norway. Poland. Portugal. Slovakia. Slovenia. Spain. Sweden.
Switzerland When Should I Submit the Schengen Visa Application From the United States? If you are applying for a Schengen visa from the United States, it is generally recommended to submit your application at least 90 days (3 months) before your intended departure date to this region. This allows for sufficient time for visa processing, as well as
any additional steps, such as scheduling an appointment and collecting the required documents. The latest you can do so is two months prior to the date of your planned trip. However, the most advisable time to file your application is three weeks prior to your trip to the Schengen zone. Schengen Visa Required Documents When Applying from the
USA Here are the documents that you need to submit to apply for a Schengen visa from the USA: Schengen Visa Application Form. Complete the Schengen Visa Application Form with true and correct information. Make sure to fill out all the questions and avoid leaving any blank gaps. The form is the same for all countries in Schengen. Once you
complete it, you need to print it twice and sign both copies at the end. Your passport must be valid for another three months beyond the intended date of departure from the Schengen Member State. The document must have been issued within the last 10 years and must have at least two empty pages for the visa sticker. Passport-size photographs.
Enclose two photos of yourself taken within the last 3 months. The photographs must be in passport format and must comply with the Schengen visa photograph guidelines, or they will not be accepted. Schengen Travel Health Insurance for Europe. You will need an insurance policy with a minimum amount of €30,000 that covers any medical
emergencies and repatriation in case of death. Proof of Accommodation. You must submit documents through which you prove where you will be staying throughout your time in the Schengen Member States. That could be: A hotel booking. A letter of invitation. A rent agreement. Flight Itinerary. A document through which you prove you have a saved
seat on your flight from the United States to Europe. It also contains the dates you enter and leaves Schengen. Cover Letter. A letter in which you explain your whole trip in detail, what you will be doing, the places you will be visiting, the reason for your visit to the Member State, and why the embassy or consulate should approve your visa
application. Proof of financial means. Documents proving that you have sufficient incomes to cover the cost of your trip to the Schengen Area and your daily expenses (e.g., bank statement). Proof of paid fee. You must pay the required application fee and save the receipt as proof of payment. Additional Documents: Depending on your employment
status, you might have to submit the following documents: If you are an employee: Leave permission from the employer. Employment contract. Income Tax Return (ITR) form or Certificate of Income Tax deducted at the source of salary. If you are self-employed: A copy of your business license. Income Tax Return (ITR). If you are retired: Pension
statement of the last 6 months. If you are studying at a US university: Proof of enrollment. No objection letter from School or University in the US. If you are unemployed and married to a US citizen: Your spouse’s Confirmation of Employment. This document should be issued by the employer of your spouse and must indicate details as to the position
held by your spouse within the company, as well as the starting date. Spouse’s valid passport. An officially translated marriage certificate. If your marriage certificate is not in English, translation is required. This translation must be certified as a true copy by the Embassy of the country where the marriage took place or by the Legalization Bureau of
the Foreign Office in the US. In case this Certificate was issued outside the EU, it must bear a stamp by the Foreign Office of the issuing country or its Embassy in the US. *Depending on the type of visa you are applying for and the purpose of your visit, you may be required to submit specific documents. Some Schengen countries may also have extra
requirements. How to Apply for a Schengen Visa From the USA? The application process for a Schengen visa from the US includes the following steps: Choose what type of Schengen visa you need. Locate the nearest diplomatic missions (embassy or consulate). Book an appointment. Complete the Schengen visa application form. Collect the required
documents. Submit the application. Pay the application fee. Attend the interview. Wait to receive your Schengen visa. Choose What Type of Schengen Visa You Need There are different types of Schengen visas that you must select depending on your purpose of visit. For example, if you are traveling to Europe for tourism, you should select a Schengen
(Tourist) visa; if you plan on conducting business, you need to apply for a Business Schengen Visa , etc. Locate the Nearest Diplomatic Missions (Embassy or Consulate) Identify the Schengen country you plan to visit and find out which embassy or consulate is responsible for visa applications from residents of your state. Book an Appointment Visit the
embassy/consulate’s website or a visa application center’s website (if applicable) to schedule an appointment to submit your application and biometric data. Keep in mind that every applicant needs to show up at the appointment on time and cannot send someone over to attend the interview on their behalf. Underage applicants must be accompanied
by their mother/father/legal guardian. Complete the Schengen Visa Application Form Each applicant is required to fully complete and sign the Schengen visa application form. The form is available in other languages besides the official language of the Member State. The form contains questions regarding your personal information (name, date of
birth, nationality, etc.), your travel document, and the purpose of your visit. The form can be completed online, then must be downloaded, printed, and signed by the applicant. Collect the Required Documents You can find the list of required documents above in the article. Submit the Application Depending on how your destination country has
regulated visa submission, you may have to submit your application at their: Embassy. Consulate. Visa Center. Embassy/consulate/visa center of another Schengen country to which your destination country has outsourced visa submission. You will also need to submit your documents and biometrics together with the Schengen visa application form.
*In the US, each embassy and each consulate have their own jurisdiction area. This means that where you need to file your application also depends on the jurisdiction area under which you fall. Pay the Application Fee The fees for a Schengen visa are the same, no matter where you are applying from. Currently, the fee for a Schengen visa for adults
is $69 and $40 for children under 12. Children below the age of 6 are exempt. In addition, there are categories of people who are exempt from paying the fee or who only have to pay a lower fee. Check the Schengen visa fees for more! Keep in mind that in case of visa rejection or application withdrawal, you will not be able to get your money back.
Attend the Interview The interview lasts around ten minutes. Throughout this time, you will have to answer the questions the visa interviewer asks. They will ask you about your background, the reasons why you wish to visit the Schengen Zone, and other questions related to your trip. After the interview, the information that you provided will be
entered into the online system, and you will receive a printed copy of your application. This process usually takes about 10 to 15 minutes. After you get the printed form, you should verify that all the details are correct and sign the form. Wait to Receive Your Schengen Visa You will receive a notification in your email regarding the status of your
Schengen visa application (approved/rejected). If your visa has been approved, you can visit the embassy to collect your visa and passport. Where to File My Application for a Schengen Visa in the United States? Just because the Schengen states have a standard visa policy, it does not mean you can file your visa application at whichever Schengen
embassy is in the United States. There are strict rules on where an applicant shall file their application. Therefore, before scheduling an appointment with the embassy or consulate, decide on the following: How many Schengen countries will you visit? If you are planning to visit more than one country: How much will you remain in each? In which
country will you step first? Visiting One Country in Europe If you are going to visit only one country, then file your application at the embassy/consulate/visa center of that country in the United States. For example, if you want to visit France, you should submit your application at the nearest French mission (Embassy or Consulate). Visiting More Than
One Country in Europe On the other hand, if you will be visiting more than one country, then file your application at the embassy/consulate/visa center of the country in which you will spend most days. If you plan on spending equal time in all the countries that you will visit, then you should apply at the Embassy or Consulate of the country you will
land first. What to Do if My Visa Application for Europe Is Denied? If your Schengen visa application from the United States has been denied, you have two options- either reapply or appeal the visa application decision. If you decide to give it another try by reapplying, you must make sure to fix the mistakes you made during your first application, or in
case you failed to submit any document, make sure to gather every document from the checklist. An appeal can be conducted if you believe that the decision on your visa application denial was a mistake and you did everything correctly on your application. In this case, you can conduct a letter of appeal against the Member State that refused your
application. *The competent authorities of the Schengen Member State that made the decision on your visa application will provide you with the reasons why your application was rejected. Travel Tips for Americans Visiting Europe If you’re an American planning to visit Europe, here are some travel tips to help make your trip smoother and more
enjoyable: Ensure your passport is valid and check visa requirements. Consider purchasing travel insurance for unexpected expenses. Research the customs, culture, and laws of the countries you'll visit. Familiarize yourself with basic phrases in the local language. Pack light and bring versatile clothing for different weather. Carry a power adapter or
converter for electronics. Notify your bank and credit card companies about your travel plans. Use a mix of cash and cards, keeping them secure from pickpockets. Research and book transportation in advance. Check if vaccinations are required before traveling. Familiarize yourself with emergency numbers and healthcare options. Respect local
customs and learn basic etiquette. Stay connected with a local SIM card or international data plan. Explore beyond popular tourist spots to experience local culture. Did you find this page helpful? Undoubtedly, higher education in Europe for international students will be worth it. If you can study in Europe, it means you’re opening the door to a
successful career. Besides offering a fully funded scholarship to a foreign student, many European countries also offer jobs after graduation; therefore, you can live in Europe for a long time even after completing your study.Europe is an abode of top-ranking universities worldwide as the cross-border collaboration has built a solid international
education community. On top of that, the tuition fees of European public universities are comparatively lower and more affordable than US, Europe, or Canada.There are also many job opportunities available for students, which ensure that you barely face any financial crisis while studying and living alone in Europe. Ultimately, you graduate from the
top universities of Europe with a globally recognized course and tons of curriculum experiences. Hence, studying in Europe from Bangladesh for higher studies is a win-win opportunity. The Ultimate Guide for Bangladeshi Students to Get Admission in Europe Depending on the university, the start date may vary. But most European universities’
academic years start in September or October and end in June. Some universities also offer start dates in January or February for the study programs. Common Requirements for Admission to Top Universities of Europe from Bangladesh Since Europe is a large continent, the required documents and papers may vary from university to university. But
here are some of the common requirements for admission to top European universities: First, search for top European universities and pick one that suits you Attested copies of college or graduation certificates. Resume Copies of English language proficiency Statement of purpose Reference letter Portfolio (only for students of Art, Design, and
Architecture subjects) Financial evidence There are 26 countries in the Schengen area, all with their own unique character and all with exciting things to see and do. You’ve got Sweden, Norway and Iceland to experience magical landscapes. Spain, Italy and Greece to spend lazy days on idyllic beaches, and France, Germany and Poland to enjoy
traditional food and fabulous architecture. Whichever country you’'re planning to visit, you’'re in for the treat of your life! In this article learn more about how to apply for Schengen visa from Australia for Australians , permanent residents, Australian citizens, Australian passport holders, visa appointment booking, Processing time at the Australia visa
application center, flight itinerary for Schengen visa, hotel bookings for Schengen visa, Schengen travel medical insurance and Schengen Visa Application Process in the Sydney, Melbourne and Australia.Schengen VisasIn 2017, there were 15,336 Schengen visa applications received by the embassies and consulates in Australia. 437 (2.8%) were
rejected.Applying for a Schengen Visa from Australia If you currently live in Australia and you wish to travel to a country in the Schengen area, you may or may not need to apply for a visa. If you are from any of the following countries, you do NOT need to apply for a visa:As you can see, Australian citizens do NOT need to apply for a Schengen
visa for stays of up to 90 days. However, if you are not from Australia, but you live there on a permanent or temporary basis, you DO need to apply for a visa. In order to do this, you must be able to prove that you have a legal right to remain in Australia. Please note, if you are living in Australia temporarily, your residence permit must be valid for at
least 6 months.Where to Apply for a Schengen Visa in AustraliaWhere you apply depends on which Schengen country/countries you plan to visit and the duration of your trip:Visiting just 1 country - you will apply at the embassy or consulate of the Schengen country you are going toVisiting more than 1 country - you will apply at the embassy or
consulate of the country where you will spend the most number of daysVisiting more than 1 Schengen country and you are spending the same amount of time in each - you would apply at the embassy or consulate of the country you will enter firstSchengen visas are valid for a maximum of 90 days, so if you are planning on going to a Schengen
country for more than 90 days, you will need to apply for a National visa and a residence permit (Long stay visa), not a Schengen visa. For more information, refer to the respective embassy or consulate’s websitePlease note, each embassy/consulate deals with applications from within its jurisdiction, so you should check to make sure you are applying
at the correct office based on where you live.Some embassies and consulates have passed the dealing of visa applications to third-party companies, so you should spend a bit of time looking at their websites to find out the correct procedure for submitting a visa application.To help you find the correct embassy or consulate in order to apply for your
Schengen visa, here is a list of the 26 countries within the Schengen area and the visa office that you need to submit your visa application to:AustriaEmbassy of Austrial2 Talbot Street Forrest ACT 2603, Tel: (612) 9252 1152,E-mail: ausau@vfshelpline.comWebsite: www.vfsglobal.comBelgiumRoyal Belgian Embassy19 Arkana Street Yarralumla ACT
2600, Tel: (612) 6273 2501Czech RepublicConsulate-General of the Czech Republic169 Military Road Dover Heights NSW 2030, Tel: (612) 9581 0111,Email: sydney visa@mzv.czDenmarkVFS Offices in Adelaide, Brisbane, Melbourne, Perth and SydneyWebsite: of the Republic of Estonial2 Darwin Avenue Yarralumla ACT 2600, Tel: (61) 409 798
474,Email: canberra@mfa.eeFinlandEmbassy of Finland12 Darwin Avenue Yarralumla ACT 260, Tel: (612) 6273 3800,Email: can@formin.fiFrance (Refer to Greece if you are in Melbourne, Adelaide or Perth)Consulate-General of France (Sydney)Level 26/31 Market Street Sydney NSW 2000,Email: sydney-fslt@diplomatie.gouv.frGermany (Refer to
Austria)GreeceCanberra - Embassy of Greece9 Turrana Street Yarralumla ACT 2600, Tel: (612) 6271 0100,Email: can@mfa.grSydney - Consulate-General of GreeceLevel 2/219-223 Castlereagh Street Sydney NSW 2000 Tel: (612) 9284 5504Email: sid@mfa.grMelbourne - Consulate-General of Greece37-39 Albert Road Melbourne VIC 3004 Tel: (613)
9866 1966Email: mel@mfa.grPerth - Consulate of GreeceLevel 8/16 St Georges Terrace Perth WA 6000 Tel: (618) 9325 6608Email: per@mfa.grAdelaide - Consulate-General of GreeceLevel 4/32 Grenfell Street Adelaide SA 5000 Tel: (618) 8212 4366Email: ade@mfa.grHungary (Refer to Switzerland)Iceland (Refer to Norway)ItalyCanberra - Embassy
of Italyl2 Grey Street Deakin ACT 2600, Tel: (612) 6273 3333,Email: canberra@esteri.itSydney - Consulate-General of ItalyLevel 19/44 Market Street Sydney NSW 2000 Tel: (612) 9392 7900Email: sydney@esteri.itMelbourne - Consulate-General of Italy509 St Kilda Road Melbourne VIC 3004 Tel: (613) 3986 7544Email: melbourne@esteri.itBrisbane
- Consulate of ItalyLevel 8/199 George Street Brisbane QLD 4000 Tel: (617) 3229 8944Email: brisbhane@esteri.itAdelaide - Consulate of Italy398 Payneham Road Glynde SA 5070 Tel: (618) 8337 0777Email: adelaide@esteri.itPerth - Consulate of ItalyLevel 2/1292 Hay Street West Perth WA 6005 Tel: (618) 9322 4500Email: perth@esteri.itLatvia (Refer
to Austria)Liechtenstein (Refer to Switzerland)Lithuania (Refer to Estonia)Luxembourg (Refer to Belgium)MaltaCanberra - Commission of Malta38 Culgoa Circuit O’Malley ACT 2606, Tel: (612) 6290 1724,Email: canberra@gov.mtSydney - Consulate-General of MaltalLevel 10/31 Market Street Sydney NSW 2000 Tel: (612) 9262 9500Email:
sydney@gov.mtMelbourne - Consulate-General of MaltalLevel 6/343 Little Collins Street Melbourne VIC 3000 Tel: (613) 9670 8427Email: melbourne@gov.mtThe NetherlandsConsulate-General of the NetherlandsLevel 23/101 Grafton Street Bondi Junction NSW 2022, Tel: (612) 9387 6644,Email: syd-ca@minbuza.nlNorwayVFS Offices in Adelaide,
Brisbane, Melbourne, Perth and SydneyWebsite: of the Republic of Poland10 Trelawney Street Woollahra NSW 2025, Tel: (612) 9363 9816,Email: visa.passport@msz.gov.plPortugalEmbassy of PortugalStephen House 32 Thesiger Court Deakin ACT 2600, Tel: (612) 6260 4970 or M: 0484 624 860,Email: camberra@mne.ptSlovak RepublicEmbassy of
the Slovak Republic47 Culgoa Circuit O’Malley ACT 2606, Tel: (61) 0417 253 805SloveniaEmbassy of the Republic of Slovenia26 Akame Circuit O’Malley ACT 2606, Tel: (612) 6290 0000,Email: canberra@gov.siSpainCanberra - Embassy of Spain15 Arkana Street Yarralumla ACT 2600 Tel: (612) 6273 3555Email: canberra@maec.esSydney - Consulate-
General of SpainLevel 24/31 Market Street NSW 2000 Tel: (612) 9261 2433Email: sydney@maec.esMelbourne - Consulate-General of Spain146A Elgin Street Carlton VIC 3053 Tel: (613) 9347 1966 or 9347 1997Email: melbourne@maec.esSweden (Refer to Norway)SwitzerlandConsulate-General of SwitzerlandTower 2, Level 23/101 Grafton Street
Bondi Junction NSW 2022E-mail: visa@eda.admin.chTypes of Schengen Visas OfferedDepending on the duration of your trip and your reason for traveling to the Schengen area, you may apply for the following types of visas:Schengen visa type A: Airport Transit visa - if you are transiting through the international zone of the airport en route to a
different countrySchengen visa type C: Short-stay visa - for stays up to a maximum of 90 days for the purposes of tourism, business, or visiting family/friends. This visa is issued for one, two or multiple entriesNational visa type D: Long-stay visa - for stays over 90 days for the purposes of employment, business, study, research, family unification,
residence etc. This visa is issued for one or multiple entriesHow to Apply for a Schengen Visa from AustraliaYou may apply for your Schengen visa up to 90 days ahead of your departure date, but not any earlier. The processing time for your visa is usually within 2 weeks, but some applications will take longer. It’s advisable to apply well in advance to
allow enough time for your application to be processed, so don’t leave it too late.Here are a few steps to help you apply for your Schengen visa:Step 1: Complete your applicationStep 1 is to complete your application. Some embassies/consulates/third-parties have application forms which you can complete online and submit electronically. If this
service is not available, you can usually find the application form on the respective website where you can download it and complete it manually.Please note, even if you are able to submit it electronically, you may still need to print the form and submit it in person at the visa office.Step 2: Make an appointment Making appointments with the embassy
or visa application center is generally free and can be done yourself. However, If you are running short of time or not sure which consulate to apply to or have no idea on how to get this done yourself then not to worry, we will make the appointment for you for a small service fee!Booking a visa appointment using our services is pretty simple! All you
have to do is follow the 3 simple steps below:Visit the link to schedule the visa appointmentSubmit the appointment details, visa you are applying for, consulate you need the appointment for, the country you need the appointment IN and make the paymentReceive appointment confirmation in email Step 2 is to make an appointment in order to submit
your application to the visa office. Check the website of the embassy/consulate/third-party you are dealing with because they each have different procedures for making appointments. You will be able to:Make your appointment by using an online booking systemMake your appointment by contacting the visa office by phone or emailStep 3: Prepare
your documents It’s a good idea to spend time looking at the website of the visa office you will be dealing with to learn about the documents you need to prepare BEFORE you start. If you submit an application with missing documents, it may be rejected. You need to prepare original documents AND photocopies of everything, so don’t forget to do
that.Common documents include:Visa application form - fully completed and signed (you will need 2 copies)Valid passport - no older than 10 years, valid for at least 3 months beyond the date you have planned to exit the Schengen zone. It must also have 2 blank pagesAustralian Residence Card - whether temporary or permanent, you will need to
present this document in order to prove that you are legally allowed to live in Australia. Remember that the validity of your residency must be at least for 3 months beyond the date you have planned to exit the Schengen zoneOne photo - no older than 3 monthsA cover letter - stating why you wish to visit Europe, the Schengen states you wish to visit
and why, and the number of days you wish to spend in each countryTravel itinerary - confirming your travel plans, your accommodation and the places you plan to visitFlight itinerary - confirming flights to and from the Schengen area, plus, internal flights (if applicable)Proof of accommodation - hotel booking stating the name of the hotel where you
will be staying, contact details and the number of days you will be there OR rent agreementLetter of invitation - by a host who is a family member or a friend to include details about the host, address, ID etcMeans of subsistence - bank statement (no older than 3 months) OR letter of sponsorship confirming that your expenses will be covered by
someone elseEurope Travel Insurance - must cover the whole Schengen territory in case of medical emergencies such as accidents and illnesses, as well as repatriation in case of death, with a minimum cover of €30,000Evidence of employment status - employment contract, leave permission from your employer, payslips/income tax return OR
business license, 6 x business bank statements, income tax return (self-employed) OR proof of enrollment, no objection letter from school/university (students) OR pension statement for the last 6 months (retirees)Birth/marriage certificatelf you’'re planning to obtain your flight reservation for visa without paying for the ticket, all you have to do is
follow the 3 simple steps below:Visit the Visa Reservation website to choose the right package Submit the travel details and make the payment onlineReceive flight itinerary in emailStep 4: Attend your appointmentWhen you attend your appointment, take note of the following things:Don’t be late - it’s advisable to arrive early. Not only will this enable
you to compose yourself before the interview starts, but you won’t risk having to reschedule your appointment which could delay things for youRemember to take all your prepared documents - if you forget anything, your visa application will not be processed and/or it will be rejected, so check before you attend your appointment that you have
everything you need - this includes photocopiesDress smartly - if you want to make a good impression, don’t turn up in shorts and t-shirtThe visa officer will start to review your application and if he/she wants to clarify anything, they may ask you more questions about the information you have provided. Don’t react in a negative way, they are only
trying to obtain all the facts in order to make a decision about your visa. Just answer politely and it’s very important to be totally honest.Typical questions include:What do you know about the EU?Have you ever been to the Schengen area before?Are you planning on meeting anyone there?I don’t think you will return to Australia. What do you say to
that?Do you have any children?Don’t jeopardize your Schengen visa interview at the last minute. Use this comprehensive and thorough visa interview guide to crack the visa interview!You will also pay the fee for your visa. You can usually pay by cash, credit/debit card etc., but you should check the website of the visa office to confirm what payment
options there are. If you are applying through a third-party there is an additional service fee that you will need to pay as well. Please note, these fees are non-refundable regardless of the outcome of your application.Type of VisaFee in AUDFee in EuroSchengen visa9660Long-stay National visaVaries. See the respective embassy’s websiteVaries. See
the respective embassy’s websiteChild between 6-12 years 0ld5635Child under 6 years oldFreeFreeYou may also have to provide biometric data which is a scan of your fingerprints and a digital photograph. However, if you have provided this data within the last 5 years, you may not have to do this.Step 5: Receive your visaOnce you have submitted
your application to the embassy/consulate/third-party, the next stages are:Track the progress of the application (only if the visa office has this service)Receive notification that your passport is ready for collectionCollect your passport from the visa office OR have it mailed back to you (usually for an additional fee)The decision will be either:Approved -
you will find your Schengen visa inside your passportRejected - your visa application has been refused for a reason. You can usually appeal the decisionCommon rejection reasons include:Past criminal actions - if you have been involved in past criminal actions, the likelihood of you obtaining a visa is low. If you are considered a threat in any way, the
visa officer will not approve your visaEvidence of employment not included - you must prove your employment status whether you are employed, self-employed, a student, or retired. This is partly because the visa officer wants to know you have ties to your home country and that you will return home before the visa expiresYou applied at the wrong
visa office - each embassy/consulate has its own jurisdiction that it deals with, so you must reside within this area in order to apply at a particular office. You can find this information on the website of each visa officelnvalid travel insurance - your travel insurance must be for a specific amount and cover the necessary risks (see above). It should also
be valid for the entire Schengen area, not just the country you plan to visit (if you are visiting just 1 country)ConclusionOnce you have found the correct embassy/consulate/third-party to deal with, there are just 5 easy steps to apply for your Schengen visa from Australia:Complete your application online or download itMake an appointmentPrepare
your documentsAttend your appointmentReceive your visaThen, you’ll be on your way to experience the wonderful Schengen area!At Visa Reservation, we strive to simplify the visa process by providing free visa consultations, cover letter templates and no objection letter templates for our clients from US, UK, Canada, Philippines, India, China, UAE,
Europe, Nigeria and globally. We also offer flight itinerary for visa, travel medical insurance, hotel reservations for visa , Book Visa Appointment, Travel Guides, Visa Interview Guides and many more. To learn more about how we can help you with our visa services, please feel free to contact us today. If you're considering traveling to Poland, it’s
important to know that depending on your country of origin, you may need a Schengen visa to enter. Fortunately, obtaining a Schengen visa for Poland is a straightforward process, and this guide will walk you through it step by step.Our visa experts have crafted the following guide to assist you at every stage of the Polish Schengen visa application
process. Filled with valuable insights and in-depth information based on our expertise, this comprehensive guide will aid you in thoroughly preparing for your upcoming trip to Poland.How to Apply for a Schengen Visa to Poland?To apply for a Schengen visa to Poland, you must complete these steps:Not everyone will need to apply for a Schengen visa
to enter Poland, which is why it’s important that you verify this before traveling to the country.You are exempt from applying for a visa to enter Poland if you fall into any of the following categories:For those exempt from a visa, check out the required documents for entry into Poland It’s always good to be prepared!A Schengen visa is only one visa,
but it can be issued for different purposes depending on why you need to visit Poland. Additionally, you have the option to apply for a national D visa or a long-term visa, which allows you to stay longer and apply for a residence permit in Poland.Airport Transit Visa. If you’'re passing through Poland on your way to another destination, you’ll need a
transit visa.Tourist Visa. For those planning a visit to enjoy Poland’s attractions and sights, a tourism visa is required.Visitor Visa. If you’'re visiting family or friends in Poland, you’ll need to apply for a visitor visa.Business Visa. Individuals conducting business activities in Poland, such as meetings or conferences, will need a business visa.Visa for
Official Visit. If you're visiting Poland for official purposes with an official or diplomatic passport, you’ll need an official visit visa.Visa for Medical Reasons. Seekers of medical treatment during their stay in Poland will need to obtain a medical visa.Visa for Study Purposes. Students attending educational institutions or short-term study programs in
Poland require a study visa.Visa for Cultural, Sports, and Film Crews. Those attending cultural events, festivals, or other cultural activities in Poland must obtain a cultural visa.Work visa. You must apply for this visa if you have an employer or a work contract in Poland.Family visa. Your family members can apply for this visa if they want to join you in
Poland.Student visa. This type of visa is for long-term studies, such as those who are pursuing a BA or an MA degree.Determine Where to Apply for a VisaBegin the application process by visiting the E-Konsulat website. Here, you have to choose your country of residence, which will then direct you to the main online server; there, you have to start the
online application by determining where you can apply for your visa and where you can book your appointment. Depending on your country of residence, various submission options will be available such as a consulate of Poland or a visa application centre (VAC) like VFS Global or BLS International.If Poland is the only country in the Schengen Area
you plan to visit, it’s straightforward - apply at the Polish embassy/consulate or the authorized Visa Application Center (VAC) in your country of residence.However, if your journey includes Poland and at least one more Schengen state, apply at the Polish embassy/consulate/VAC in your country of residence only if:You will spend more days in Poland
than in the other Schengen countries.You will spend an equal amount of time in each country, but you are starting your Schengen adventure by entering through Poland.You can’t apply for a short-stay Poland visa from a country where you are currently on a short-stay visa. You must hold a residence permit in the country where you are applying.For
more in-depth details, please refer to: How to Choose the Right Embassy/Consulate/VAC to Submit the Visa ApplicationBook an AppointmentAfter determining where to apply for a Polish visa, you must book an appointment through the E-Konsulat website.VFS Global. If you are a resident of Bangladesh, Belarus, China, India, Kyrgyzstan, Maldives,
Oman, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tiirkiye, or Zambia.TLS Contact. If you are a resident of Ukraine, or Vietnam (Ho-Chi Minh City only).BLS International. If you are a resident of Philippines.CEV. If you are a resident of Democratic Republic of the Congo.The Swiss Embassy or Consulate. If you are a resident of Costa Rica, Madagascar, or Nepal.The Dutch
Embassy or Consulate. If you are a resident of Ghana, Sudan, Trinidand and Tobago, or Zimbabwe.The Czech Embassy in Baghdad. If you are a resdient of Baghdad, Iraq.Everyone else should submit their Poland visa application with the Polish embassy or consulate in their country.After choosing your submission option, the following screen will
appear where you must select the service Schengen visa - Register Form from the menu on the left.Upon clicking the Register form, you will be prompted to complete a captcha verification. Following this, proceed to fill out the registration form. This form serves as an appointment booking platform, where you will select the type of service (in this
case, a Schengen visa), specify the location (such as the previously chosen Skopje consulate), indicate the number of individuals for whom you are scheduling an appointment, and finally, select the desired appointment date. After completing the form, click Next.Then after clicking next, you will see the date and place of your appointment.Note:
Depending on your country of residence, you may not see the registration form screen directly. Instead, you'll receive a link to follow, which will guide you to fill out the registration form.You should make an appointment as early as six months before your intended travel date and no later than two weeks before your departure. Booking early ensures
you have ample time to prepare and submit your visa application while increasing the likelihood of securing your preferred appointment slot.To cancel your appointment, you must click on the “cancel appointment” button, which is located on the menu option of the website where you submit your online application, as shown here:You will need to
provide the form number for your application and a code that you receive at the end of the application after confirming your appointment.Please note that some embassies require you to cancel your appointment via email instead of the online system— you must verify this with the corresponding Polish embassy in your country.Complete and Download
the Application FormAfter confirming your appointment, you will immediately be directed to a page where you will fill in the visa application form. You must completely fill out the form and then print print it. The Polish visa form is separated into ten sections, which are outlined below:The application form contains different sections that you must
complete truthfully and accurately.Under Personal Data, you will write your name, date of birth, nationality, gender, and marital status. The fields marked with asterisks (*) are mandatory to fill out.If you complete the application form for a minor, please provide the following information: nationality, name, country of residence, state/province,
address, postal code, house number/flat number, email address, phone area code, and phone number. If you are not completing the form for a minor, simply click Does not apply.In this section, please provide your national identity number, if applicable, and select the appropriate option indicating the type of your travel document. Then, input the
following details: your passport or travel document number, the issuance date of your passport or travel document, the expiration date of your passport or travel document, and the country and issuing authority of your passport or travel document.This information is necessary only if you have a family member who is an EU, EEA, or Switzerland
citizen. If relevant, please provide their full name, nationality, date of birth, and travel document/ID card number. Select the appropriate box indicating your relationship with the EU, EEA, or Swiss citizen. If this section does not apply to you, click Does not apply.In the first segment of this section, you are asked to indicate whether you hold residency
in a country other than your current nationality. If you select yes, proceed to specify the type of residence permit, providing its number and expiry date accordingly.Next, select your current occupation. If you don’t have a job, simply choose “no occupation”; if you are a student, choose “student, trainee”. Also, include your workplace’s name, address,
and phone number. If you're a student, write the name and address of your school or college.Finally, select the box that matches the purpose of your trip to Poland. You can also provide any extra details about your reason for staying.In this section, indicate your destination country. For the Member State of first entry, write the country where you’ll
first enter the Schengen Area.Then, select the number of entries you’re requesting and specify the duration of each entry. Additionally, provide the planned arrival and departure dates for your first visit to the Schengen Area.Click Yes under Fingerprints collected previously for the purpose of applying for a Schengen visa if you have ever given your
biometric information for a visa, and write the date and visa sticker number if you know it. If it is within the last five years, you may be exempt from going to the embassy or visa application center to give your biometric information.Finally, in this section, if your next destination after leaving the Schengen Area is a country other than your home
country, you must prove that you can travel further outside the Schengen Area. Include details about where the entry permit was issued and its validity period. If this doesn’t apply to your situation, simply click Does not apply.This section will provide the details of the person or company hosting you in Poland. Depending on your chosen option,
additional information will be required to fill out.For a personal host, write down the personal information, e.g., name, country, address, phone number, etc. If not applicable, write down the hotel’s name or temporary accommodation in Poland.If hosted by a company or organization, write the contact person’s full name, address, phone number, and
email address. Additionally, include the company or organization’s telephone number.In this section, choose how you will cover your expenses yourself or a sponsor. Once you’ve selected, indicate the payment method you intend to use, such as checks, cash, or other forms of payment.The final section includes several statements that require careful
reading, understanding, and agreement. Once you’'ve read and agreed to each statement, ensure you check all the boxes and then proceed by clicking Continue.Once you’ve filled out all sections and clicked Continue in the final section, a screen will appear where you can select the option to print your application. This allows you to obtain a physical



copy of your completed visa application for your records and to submit it to the embassy/consulate.To meet the short-term stay visa requirements for Poland, applicants must submit the following documents to the Polish embassy or consulate:Each visa application undergoes a personalized review, so the required documents may differ. The Polish
authorities may also ask for additional documentation in some cases. Travel Medical Insurance is compulsory for Schengen visas under Regulation (EU) 2009/810 of the European Parliament. Polish visa applicants can obtain visa insurance from either Europ Assistance or vti.travel, a European insurance comparison website, comparing insurance
policies of AXA, Allianz, Europ Assistance and Mutuaide.These insurance providers are acknowledged and accepted by Polish Embassies and Consulates worldwide. Moreover, you can cancel the insurance at no cost by submitting proof of Polish visa rejection.The amount of funds required to visit Poland varies depending on the duration of your stay.
For visits lasting up to four days, you must demonstrate a minimum of 300 PLN or approximately 70 EUR for the entire stay. If your stay exceeds four days, you must provide proof of at least 75 PLN or approximately 18 EUR for each day of your planned visit.Show up at the scheduled appointment time and location to submit your visa application
required documents and provide any necessary biometric data. Prepare also to undergo an interview to discuss your trip’s purpose.Payment is required on the day of application submission. The application fee is €90. If applying through a visa application center, an additional fee of approximately 30-40 EUR may be applicable. Accepted payment
methods vary depending on the location of the application submission.On the same day, you have to attend a visa interview where you have to answer a few questions about your trip to the Schengen Area. Try to avoid general answers, and if you don’t understand a question, ask for additional clarification.Yes, someone else can apply for a Schengen
visa on your behalf, provided that you’ve given them explicit authorization to do so and you are not required to submit your biometric data.Wait for Visa ProcessingOnce your application is submitted, visa processing typically takes 15 working days. However, it’s important to note that processing times may extend beyond 30 or 60 days. Therefore,
please be prepared for potential delays and plan your travel arrangements accordingly.To track your application you need to save the reference number you receive when you fill out the application form online, as well as a code you can find on the receipt of your visa payment fee. With these numbers, you can track your application via the visa
application centre where you applied for your visa (VSF Global, BLS International, or other VAC).However, this option may not be available for all visa application centres, which is why you need to verify with your designated application centre.If your visa application is approved, you will be notified of how you can collect your passport and then enter
Poland. Ensure to keep track of your days spent traveling otherwise, you may risk violating your visa’s rules and regulations.If your visa is denied, you will have the reasons for your denial outlined in the rejection notice. Here, you can do one of the following:Appeal against denial. You can appeal against the denial of your visa within 14 days of
receiving the denial notice. You must send the appeal request to the same place where you applied for your visa; if this was a VAC, then they will forward your request to the corresponding embassy or consulate. If, after your initial appeal, the decision remains negative, you can submit a complaint to the Provincial Administrative Court in Warsaw
within 30 days of receiving the decision taken of the initial re-examination.Re-apply for your visa again. You also have the right to re-apply for the visa again, but this time make sure you address the reasons for your denial in the first place.The visa fee is non-refundable, regardless of whether the visa application is approved or denied.Collect Your
PassportWhen your visa is finished processing, you have two options to collect your passport:Pick up your passport at the embassy or consulate in person; usually, embassies or consulates will post updates on their websites regarding the available times when you can pick up your passport.Have your passport delivered to you by a courier; you usually
have this option if you apply via a VAC, but for this service, you may be required to pay additional fees.You can enter Poland with your visa, which will be attached to your passport as a sticker. Please note that in addition to your passport and visa, you may also need to provide the following documents at border checkpoints:Proof of travel health
insurance.Proof of accommodation.Return flight ticket.Proof of financial means.Frequently Asked QuestionsExtending a Schengen visa is possible if you have exceptional circumstances, such as a medical emergency or other unforeseen events preventing you from leaving before the visa expires. To extend your visa, you need to submit a formal
request for an extension at the administrative office within your “Voivode” or region where you are staying in Poland. Please note that you must apply for an extension before the expiration date of your legal stay in Poland.You could face severe consequences if you stay in a Schengen country longer than your visa allows. These might include fines,
deportation, or being banned from entering the Schengen area in the future. To avoid these problems, it’s essential to respect the rules and leave before your visa expires.You can visit other countries within the Schengen Area with a Poland visa (unless you have a Limited Territorial Validity Visa). However, your primary purpose should be to visit
Poland, and the days you spend in other Schengen countries will be included in your total of 90 days allowed within 180 days.If you fulfill certain criteria and meet entry requirements, there are instances where you may be able to travel to non-Schengen countries with a Poland Schengen visa. However, this is subject to the regulations and conditions
set by the non-Schengen country you intend to visit.No, you cannot work in Poland with a Schengen visa. You would need to apply for an employment visa to work legally in Poland.Other information: Did you find this page helpful? Yes No Switzerland is not part of the European Union, but it follows Schengen rules through a special agreement signed
in 2024.While UK passport holders can visit Switzerland without a visa, UK residents with non-UK nationality may need a Swiss Short-stay visa (Schengen Visa) to enter for tourism, business, or family reasons, staying up to 90 days.Our visa experts created this guide to help you apply for a Switzerland Schengen visa from the UK. Packed with
valuable insights and expert information, this concise guide will assist you in preparing thoroughly for your Swiss visa application.How to Apply for a Visa to Switzerland from the UK?To apply for a Switzerland Schengen Visa from the UK, you have to follow these steps:Check If You Need a Visa to Enter SwitzerlandNot every person travelling from
the UK to Switzerland needs a visa. Whether you need a visa for Switzerland depends on your nationality:You will have to apply for a visa when travelling to Switzerland if you are:A legal resident of the UK, but you hold a passport from a non-EU country that has not reached a visa liberalisation agreement with the EU.A UK citizen, but you were
denied entry into Switzerland or any other Schengen country without a visa.A citizen of a non-EU country that has reached a visa liberalisation agreement with the EU, but you were rejected from entering Switzerland or any other Schengen country visa-free.You are exempt from applying for a visa to enter Switzerland if you fall into any of the
following categories:You are a UK passport holder.You are a citizen of an EU member state, Iceland, Liechtenstein or Norway.You hold a passport from the US, Canada, Australia, Japan, or any other country with a visa liberalisation agreement with the EU.You possess a valid residence permit from any country within the Schengen area.You hold a
British Travel Document with a blue or red cover (Convention of 28 July 1951 and Convention of 28 September 1954).For those exempt from a visa, check out the required documents for entry into Switzerland. It’s always good to be prepared!If your plan involves a short trip to Switzerland, lasting up to 90 days, whether it’s for tourism, visiting
friends and family, or business purposes, you should apply for a short-stay visa, commonly referred to as a C-type or Schengen Visa.However, if your visit involves other purposes or you plan to stay in Switzerland for more than 90 days, you’ll need a long-stay visa, also known as a D-type visa.Transit visa. If you plan to transit in a Swiss airport, on your
way to a third destination. You need an onward flight ticket as well as a visa for the destination country (if applicable).Tourism visa. This visa is for people who plan to travel to Switzerland solely for tourism, sightseeing, etc.Visiting family or friends visa. If you will visit family or friends in Switzerland; you will need an invitation letter from
them.Medical treatment visa. If you will receive medical treatment in a Swiss medical facility.Business visa. If you will be travelling for business-related activities, such as attending meetings, conferences, etc.Cultural, religious, or sports events visa. If you will be travelling for a cultural event, such as attending an art show or festival, attending a
religious event, or for sport-related activities.Official visit visa. If you are travelling for an official visit as a representative of your country.Short-term study visa. If you have been accepted into a short-term study program (up to three months),As you complete the application form, you must specify the purpose of your visit. If you plan to stay in
Switzerland for more than three months and your reasons include working, studying, or reuniting with family, you should apply for a D-visa, also known as a national visa.You can choose from different types of Switzerland long-stay visas based on your purpose:Study Visa: If you plan to study in Switzerland and have been accepted by a Swiss
educational institution.Work Visa: If you want to work legally in Switzerland.Family Reunion Visa: If you have a family member who is a Swiss citizen or permanent resident and you want to join them.Retirement Visa: If you’'re considering spending your retirement in Switzerland.See below to find out whether you need to submit your visa application
directly to the Swiss Embassy/Consulates in the UK or through TLS Contact, a visa application centre authorized by the Swiss government.If Switzerland is the only Schengen Area country on your itinerary, the process is straightforward - submit your application at one of the three visa application centres in the UK.However, if your trip involves
Switzerland and at least one additional Schengen state, apply at the Swiss embassy/consulate/VAC in your country of residence only if:You plan to spend more days in Switzerland than in the other Schengen countries.You intend to spend an equal amount of time in each country, but you are initiating your Schengen journey by entering through
Switzerland.You can’t apply for a Switzerland Schengen visa from the UK if you are currently on a short-stay/visitor visa. You must hold a valid UK residence permit. Issued as a biometric card (BRP) or endorsed in the passport. Additionally, the permit must remain valid for at least one month beyond the conclusion of your trip to the Schengen
Area.For more detailed information, please consult: How to Choose the Right Embassy/Consulate/VAC to Submit the Visa ApplicationSwitzerland does not have separate consulates in the UK. Consular services for the entire UK are handled by the Regional Consular Centre London, which is located within the Embassy of Switzerland in London.c/o
Embassy of Switzerland 16-18 Montagu Place London W1H 2BQ United KingdomMapConsular district England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland, Isle of Man, Isle of Wight, Channel Islands, Ireland, and British territories, all territories where Switzerland doesn’t have a separate representative except Bermuda and the Cayman Islands.Reception
hours: The Regional Consular Centre (RCC) is open weekdays from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm, but only for appointments regarding marriage preparations, naturalization interviews, and legalizationsPhone: +44 20 7616 6000 Fax: +44 20 7724 7001 Email: [email protected] Website: the Swiss Visa Application FormTo complete the Swiss Visa Application
Form, just follow these simple steps:Go to the TLScontact website.Choose the Visa Application Center (London, Manchester, or Edinburgh).Log in or create a new account, activate it, and then log in again.Begin and finish filling out the Swiss Schengen visa application form.Remember to fill in all fields marked with an asterisk. These are mandatory,
and once completed, you can proceed to schedule your appointment.Schedule Your Swiss Visa AppointmentYou can book an appointment to submit your Swiss visa application only after you complete the registration form through TLScontact. Once you’ve completed the form, you will be redirected to the next step, which is to schedule a visa
appointment.You will be shown a real-time calendar displaying the available appointments for your visa type for the next four weeks. New appointments are released daily for the week starting one week from now. Make sure you book several weeks in advance because appointments fill up quickly.After you select a date for your appointment, you will
move to the next page, where you can choose how to pay (online or in person). Finally, the system will confirm your successful appointment reservation.The Swiss authorities advise you to set an appointment for your application as early as you can. The latest you can apply is 15 days before you plan to travel; the earliest you can apply for a visa is six
months.Appointment scheduling and the application review process can be accelerated for individuals seeking entry into Switzerland for humanitarian or medical purposes by completing the online form for an urgent appointment. The representation will promptly provide information on the visa application procedures to be followed.Prepare the
Required Documents for a Swiss Schengen VisaTo meet the short-term stay visa requirements for Switzerland, applicants must submit the following documents to the Swiss embassy or consulate:Swiss Schengen visa application form.Documents generally required for any Schengen visa application.Valid UK Residence permit (original). Issued as a
biometric card (BRP) or endorsed in the passport. A visitor visa is not acceptable.One photocopy of the BRP (front and back) or endorsementTravel insurance from a UK or Schengen-based company. The insurance should have a minimum coverage of €30,000 for medical emergencies and include repatriation in the event of death.UK residents applying
for a Swiss Schengen visa can get travel insurance from either Europ Assistance or vti.travel, a European insurance comparison website, comparing insurance policies of AXA, Allianz, Europ Assistance and Mutuaide.These insurance providers are acknowledged and accepted by Swiss authorities in the UK. Moreover, you can cancel the insurance at
no cost by submitting proof of a visa rejection.Travel Itinerary. Confirmed reservation of return ticket to the UK or onward travel such as confirmed overseas ticket. (Not applicable to Swiss Spouse/dependant)If your visit is sponsored by a friend or family member in Switzerland, you may be required to submit an official declaration of guarantee
signed by your host and certified by the immigration officials in Switzerland if you cannot prove you have sufficient financial means. In the following links, you can download the official checklist of required documents in PDF format for various travel purposes:Each visa application undergoes a personalized review, so the required documents may
differ. The Swiss authorities may also ask for additional documentation in some cases. Upon applying for the visa, you will receive the required form along with detailed instructions.To obtain a Swiss visa, you must have at least €105 per day to cover your expenses in Switzerland for the duration of your stay.You must submit your document file on the
day of your appointment at the Swiss embassy or TLScontact. During the appointment, you may be required to enter a short interview and pay the visa application fee (if you haven’t paid already).If you did not pay the required fee during the online application process, you have to pay the visa fee in GBP. If you are applying through TLScontact, you
may also need to pay an additional service fee.How Much Does a Swiss Schengen Visa Cost in the UK?The Swiss Schengen visa fees for UK residents vary depending on the applicant, as listed below:ApplicantFee in EURFee in GBPAdult80.0068.00Children between 6 and 12 years 0ld40.0034.00Children under six years oldFreeFreeSwiss/EU/EEA
Spouse or DependantFreeFreeUK residents holding a passport from Armenia, Azerbaijan, or Belarus35.0030.00UK residents holding a passport of Capo Verde60.0051.00 * The visa fee, which is set in EUR, can only be paid in GBP (British pound). It may vary due to changes in currency exchange rates. TLScontact service fees (to be paid for any visa
application): 28 GBP.Payment modesDebit card;Credit card (American Express is not accepted).When attending your appointment, the consular or visa officer might ask you questions relating to your trip to Switzerland, such as the purpose of your trip, travel itinerary, and accommodation, as well as personal information about yourself, such as your
work, studies, family background, etc.Make sure you answer all questions truthfully and without hesitation. These questions are to determine the genuineness of your visit to Switzerland.Yes, someone else can apply for a Schengen visa on your behalf, but only if you’ve granted them authorization to do so and you’re not required to submit your
biometric data.Wait for the Visa to ProcessYour Swiss visa will be processed in 15 working days. However, depending on the specific circumstances of your application, the processing time can be prolonged up to 30 days or more.To check the status of your Swiss visa application, simply login to your TLS website using your personal account and click
on the Tracking button.If your Swiss visa is refused, you have two options:You can re-apply for a new visa. If you believe the reasons for refusal are justified, then you can fix the mistakes and apply for a new visa.If you believe your application was unjustly rejected, you can appeal the decision. Your right to appeal the decision is valid for 30 days from
the date you receive the refusal. The appeal will have to be addressed and sent to the Federal Administrative Court (P.O. Box, CH-3000 Bern 14) within 30 days of receiving the rejection.The reason why your visa was rejected will be stated in the rejection letter.No, you will not. Both Swiss visa fees and TLScontact service fees are non-refundable even
if the outcome is negative.Collect Your PassportAfter a decision is made, you have to collect your passport from the Swiss embassy or TLScontact. At the time of application, the visa officer in charge will let you know how you can get your passport back: either pick it up in person or you can pay for a courier service to deliver it to you.A Schengen
Switzerland visa is typically valid for a maximum of 90 days within a 180-day period. However, it can be issued for a shorter duration, depending on the decision of the consular office. You can use the Schengen calculator to correctly count your days.You can request an extension of your visa, but only for specific reasons, such as force majeure or
humanitarian reasons. Visa extension requests have to be made while you are in Switzerland, before your visa expires. You must direct them to the relevant Migration Office of the Swiss canton where you are in.If you exceed your visa’s allowed stay in Switzerland, you could face serious repercussions such as fines, deportation, entry bans, or even
arrest. You must follow your visa’s rules to avoid these consequences.Yes, you can visit other countries within the Schengen Area with a Switzerland visa (unless you have a Limited Territorial Validity Visa). However, your primary destination must be Switzerland, and the days spent in other Schengen countries will count towards your 90-day limit.No,
you cannot work in Switzerland with a Schengen visa. This visa is typically for short-stay visits such as tourism, business, or other non-employment purposes.Other Information:Your personal data during the Swiss visa application process is protected and stored in accordance with Articles 13 and 14 of Regulation (EU) 2016/679 (General Data
Protection Regulation).If you have any concerns about the security of your data, you can contact the Federal Foreign Office Data Protection Commissioner as follows:State Secretariat for Migration SEMCH-3003 BernSwitzerlandEmail:Tel: +41 58 465 11 11 Fax: +41 58 465 93 79 Did you find this page helpful? Yes No



