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Example	of	a	kwl	chart

Know	Want	To	Know	Learned	charts,	also	known	as	KWL	or	K-W-L	charts,	were	introdused	by	Donna	Ogle	in	1986.	Originly	used	in	ELA	with	nonfiction	reading	to	enhance	comprehension	and	critical	thinking,	teachers	now	use	these	graphic	organizers	for	almost	any	subject.	Our	big	collection	of	KWL	chart	templates	is	free	and	suitable	for	every	age
group.	Encourage	your	students	to	think	of	the	KWL	chart	as	a	living	document	that	they'll	be	adding	to	throughout	their	study	of	a	particular	topic.	In	the	beginning,	introduce	the	chart	and	practice	completing	it	together	with	the	whole	class.	This	will	help	them	understand	how	to	use	it	effectively.	Over	time,	students	can	create	and	complete	these
charts	on	their	own,	which	will	aid	in	organizing	their	thoughts	as	they	learn.	Here's	a	breakdown	of	the	three	sections	of	the	original	KWL	chart.	The	first	section	is	for	recording	personal	background	knowledge	about	a	subject.	Ask	your	students	to	think	about	what	they	already	know	and	jot	it	down	here.	It's	okay	if	they	don't	have	much	to	write
down	at	all!	As	they	begin	their	study,	they	should	return	to	this	section	regularly	to	see	if	their	initial	knowledge	was	correct.	Some	teachers	refer	to	this	section	as	"What	I	Think	I	Know,"	reminding	students	that	it's	common	to	have	misconceptions	and	incorrect	information.	The	second	section	is	for	thinking	about	what	students	want	to	know	or
learn	about	a	topic.	Encourage	them	to	think	about	the	subject	from	different	perspectives	and	make	a	big	list	of	questions.	If	they're	stuck,	you	can	pose	the	classic	series	"Who?	What?	Where?	When?	Why?	How?"	to	get	them	started.	Once	kids	have	a	list,	they	can	work	to	find	answers	or	circle	two	or	three	they	especially	want	to	focus	on.	In	the
final	section,	students	record	important	information	they've	learned.	This	can	correspond	to	the	questions	they	asked	in	the	"Want	To	Know"	section	or	be	new	facts	they	hadn't	considered	before.	They	might	even	learn	something	that	changes	what	they	originally	listed	in	the	"Know"	section.	Before	finishing	with	a	topic,	invite	your	students	to	return
to	the	"Want	To	Know"	section	to	see	if	there	are	any	burning	questions	they'd	still	like	to	find	the	answers	to.	Over	the	nearly	40	years	since	the	K-W-L	model	was	introduced,	teachers	have	made	some	changes	and	adaptations	to	make	it	more	meaningful	and	useful.	These	include	using	the	"W"	to	stand	for	"Wonder,"	posing	questions	from	different
perspectives,	and	encouraging	students	to	personalize	their	learning	by	returning	to	previous	sections	of	the	chart	as	needed.	The	new	chart	adds	two	more	sections:	“How	I	Will	Find	Out”	and	“New	Questions”.	The	former	encourages	students	to	think	about	how	they	will	learn	the	answers	to	their	questions,	while	the	latter	invites	them	to	write
down	new	questions	they	have	after	learning	more	about	a	subject.	This	expansion	also	includes	an	additional	section	called	“Action”,	which	asks	learners	to	consider	how	they	will	apply	the	new	knowledge	they've	acquired.	Are	you	curious	about	how	I	found	out	about	the	KWL	Chart?	It's	a	teaching	tool	that	seemed	to	fit	like	a	puzzle	piece	into	your
approach	and	your	students'	needs!	That	excitement	got	me	thinking,	and	now	I'd	love	to	introduce	it	to	you.	Don't	worry	if	this	is	your	first	time	hearing	about	it	or	if	you've	heard	of	it	but	haven't	quite	grasped	the	concept	yet	-	we're	here	to	break	it	down	together.	So,	what	exactly	is	a	KWL	Chart?	It's	an	interactive	tool	designed	to	boost
engagement,	critical	thinking,	and	learning.	The	acronym	stands	for	'Know',	'Want	to	Know',	and	'Learned',	which	neatly	covers	the	three	main	stages	of	using	this	strategy.	Imagine	a	simple	table	with	three	columns	-	that's	basically	what	a	KWL	chart	looks	like!	Let	me	explain	each	section	in	more	detail:A.	KnowHere,	students	get	to	reflect	on	what
they	already	know	about	the	topic	and	share	it	with	the	class.	This	step	is	crucial	as	it	helps	students	connect	their	prior	knowledge	to	new	learning	and	also	gives	teachers	an	idea	of	where	students	are	starting	from.	B.	Want	to	KnowThis	is	where	the	magic	happens!	Students	start	asking	questions	about	what	they	want	to	learn	or	are	curious	about
related	to	the	topic.	These	can	be	simple	or	complex,	and	this	step	encourages	students	to	take	ownership	of	their	learning	process.	C.	LearnedHere's	where	students	record	new	knowledge	or	skills	they	acquired	after	a	lesson	or	activity.	This	is	an	essential	part	of	reflection	and	assessment,	helping	students	consolidate	their	learning	and	identify
areas	for	further	exploration.It's	worth	noting	that	the	KWL	chart	isn't	just	a	neat	table	-	it's	a	powerful	tool	that	encourages	student-centered	learning,	inquiry,	self-direction,	and	reflection,	all	hallmarks	of	a	modern,	engaged	classroom.	Teaching	is	both	an	art	and	science.	It	requires	creativity,	intuition,	and	understanding	human	emotions	(the	art
part),	while	also	being	grounded	in	well-established	theories	of	cognition	and	learning	(the	science	part).	The	KWL	chart	beautifully	balances	these	two	aspects,	making	it	an	incredibly	effective	teaching	tool.	Constructivist	learning	theories	emphasize	active	construction	of	knowledge	by	students,	integrating	new	information	with	existing	knowledge.
The	KWL	chart,	aligned	with	Howard	Gardner's	Multiple	Intelligences	theory,	caters	to	various	learning	styles.	It	promotes	student	engagement,	fostering	an	active	learning	environment	where	students	ask	questions,	make	connections,	and	reflect	on	their	learning.	KWL	Charts:	A	Dynamic	Tool	for	Tailoring	Learning	To	gauge	students'	initial
understanding	and	interests,	start	with	a	KWL	chart	at	the	beginning	of	each	unit.	This	helps	tailor	lesson	plans	to	match	their	needs.	Periodically	update	the	chart	to	add	new	questions	or	insights,	keeping	the	learning	process	engaging.	For	younger	students,	use	more	visuals	and	fewer	words	in	the	KWL	chart.	Fill	it	with	drawings,	stickers,	or	cut-
outs	from	magazines.	For	older	students,	encourage	them	to	create	their	own	individual	charts,	fostering	autonomy	and	personalization.	KWL	charts	are	versatile	and	can	be	applied	across	various	subjects,	such	as	science,	literature,	or	social	studies.	They	can	help	students	explore	theories,	delve	into	plotlines,	or	probe	historical	events.	These	charts
are	flexible	and	can	be	modified	according	to	classroom	dynamics	and	student	needs.	The	ultimate	goal	is	to	create	an	environment	where	students	are	active	participants	in	their	learning	journey.	As	a	resource	for	educators,	KWL	charts	offer	a	convenient	way	to	optimize	learning.	A	free	printable	template	set	has	been	created	using	Canva,
providing	vibrant	and	user-friendly	designs	that	cater	to	different	needs	and	preferences.	To	access	the	templates,	simply	click	on	the	provided	link	in	the	latest	newsletter.	These	charts	are	designed	to	be	easy	to	implement	and	can	be	downloaded	for	immediate	use.	The	KWL	chart	is	a	teaching	model	that	provides	educators	with	practical	strategies
and	exclusive	resources	to	enhance	student	learning.	By	implementing	this	approach,	teachers	can	create	vibrant	learning	experiences	that	promote	student	flourishing.	For	those	seeking	to	delve	deeper	into	the	pedagogical	underpinnings	of	KWL	charts,	references	such	as	Ogle's	work	on	developing	active	reading	skills	and	Panjaitan's	investigation
into	self-directed	learning	are	highly	recommended.	Furthermore,	suggestions	for	further	reading	include	articles	and	books	on	teaching	strategies,	problem-based	learning,	literacy	tools,	and	differentiation	in	instruction.	KWL	Chart	Improves	Education:	A	Simple	yet	Effective	Tool	KWL	charts	have	become	an	essential	tool	in	American	classrooms,
helping	educators	improve	the	quality	of	education.	This	simple	yet	powerful	chart	has	been	proven	to	provide	significant	results,	making	it	a	widely	used	technique	by	educational	institutions.	Understanding	KWL	Charts:	Definition	and	Meaning	Before	diving	into	the	benefits	of	using	KWL	charts,	let's	first	understand	its	meaning.	KWL	stands	for
Knowledge,	What	will	be	learned,	and	Learned.	These	three	components	make	up	the	core	purpose	of	the	chart.	It	is	a	straightforward	diagram	that	can	be	easily	created	by	listing	down	these	three	parts	with	respective	information.	Benefits	of	Using	KWL	Charts	KWL	charts	offer	several	benefits	as	an	effective	teaching	medium.	They	provide	quick
and	efficient	note-taking	platforms	for	students,	doubling	as	an	assessment	form	for	teachers	to	determine	student	knowledge	and	expectations.	Additionally,	KWL	charts	help:	Determine	individual	student	knowledge	on	a	topic	Track	classroom	information	Develop	techniques	catering	to	student	needs	Boost	student	confidence	in	their	knowledge	Let
teachers	focus	on	important	details	3	Editable	KWL	Chart	Templates	For	instant	use,	here	are	three	editable	KWL	chart	templates	that	can	be	printed	and	easily	understood.	These	free	templates	save	time	and	effort	by	providing	a	simple	framework	for	gathering	information.	Mars	Exploration	KWL	Chart	-	Example	of	Effective	Learning	Tool	The	KWL
(Know,	Wonder,	Learned)	chart	provides	a	comprehensive	framework	for	understanding	and	learning	new	topics.	As	exemplified	by	the	Mars	Exploration	KWL	chart,	this	tool	helps	students	organize	their	prior	knowledge,	identify	gaps	in	their	understanding,	and	reflect	on	what	they've	learned.	This	template	is	ideal	for	science	classes	focused	on
astronomy	subjects.	KWL	charts	are	valuable	resources	for	both	teachers	and	students,	as	they	facilitate	collaboration,	communication,	and	critical	thinking.	By	utilizing	these	graphic	organizers,	learners	can	pinpoint	areas	of	improvement,	develop	a	growth	mindset,	and	take	ownership	of	their	learning	outcomes.	To	involve	all	students	before	and
after	teaching	a	lesson,	educators	use	a	specific	approach	with	the	topic	of	animals.	Initially,	students	share	their	prior	knowledge	and	queries	about	the	subject.	This	is	followed	by	two	sections	-	one	where	students	who	have	some	knowledge	about	the	topic	share	it,	and	another	where	they	ask	various	questions	related	to	it.	After	learning	the
material,	students	write	down	what	they	understood	from	it.	The	template	used	for	this	process	is	a	KWL	chart	graphic	organizer,	which	comes	in	different	formats	but	generally	has	three	main	sections:	prior	knowledge,	queries	or	questions,	and	post-learning	understanding.	Some	templates	have	additional	sections	where	students	can	note	new
information	gained,	confirm	their	prior	knowledge,	or	even	address	misconceptions	they	had	before	learning	about	the	topic.	This	approach	is	often	used	to	teach	children,	with	kindergarten-specific	templates	available	that	incorporate	bright	colors	and	fun	images	to	make	learning	more	engaging	for	young	learners.	KWL	Chart	Templates	Aid
Educators	in	Teaching	Small	Kids


