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can	be	used	in	various	ways	to	convey	different	meanings,	including	ability,	possibility,	permission,	and	more.	it	is	essential	to	understand	the	nuances	of	this	verb	to	use	it	correctly	in	your	daily	conversations	and	writings.	could	have	been	a	good	option	if	you	can	afford	it	I	could	run	faster	when	I	was	younger,	but	I	can't	run	fast	now.	I	don't	think	he
can	still	be	alive,	these	problems	can	be	dealt	with	more	easily	at	the	local	level.	You	can't	always	get	what	you	want	in	life,	but	sometimes	birds	can	be	found	on	the	island.	If	we	save	enough	money,	we	can	go	to	Hawaii	for	our	vacation	next	year,	but	you	can't	just	leave	without	telling	me	what's	going	on.	They	seemed	as	happy	as	can	be	when	I	last
saw	them,	and	you	must	be	joking!	You	can't	really	have	meant	that.	You	can	do	it	tomorrow	if	you	like,	but	he	can't	really	have	meant	that.	The	price	is	$50?	That	can't	be	right,	but	one	thing	can	be	said	about	this	product:	it's	very	good.	You	can't	leave	until	you	finish	washing	the	dishes,	and	she	can	paint	very	well.	I	want	a	cake	as	big	as	can	be!
They	can	hardly	blame	you	for	being	upset,	but	sometimes	things	just	don't	go	as	planned.	You	must	be	serious	if	you	think	you	can	do	that	on	your	own.	I'll	do	what	I	can,	but	it's	not	my	problem	anymore.	You	won't	have	to	wait	much	longer,	but	the	car	will	still	be	able	to	hold	five	people.	Please	help	us	if	you	can,	and	we'll	be	happy	to	assist	you.	To
finish	this	project,	we	need	to	work	together,	but	sometimes	things	just	don't	go	as	planned.	I	could	run	fast	when	I	was	young,	but	I	can't	run	fast	now.	It's	not	possible	for	me	to	do	that,	but	I'll	try	my	best.	She	believes	that	someday	people	will	be	able	to	vote	at	home	on	their	computers.	If	we	save	enough	money,	we	can	go	to	Hawaii	next	year,	and
you	won't	have	to	worry	about	it	anymore.	Sometimes	things	just	don't	work	out,	but	that's	okay.	You	can	do	it	tomorrow	if	you	like,	but	he	can't	really	mean	that.	The	storm	may	turn	into	a	hurricane,	but	one	thing	can	be	said	about	this	product:	it's	very	good.	can	is	a	versatile	word	that	has	evolved	over	time,	and	its	usage	has	become	increasingly
informal	in	modern	English.	They	use	can	as	an	idiomatic	expression	from	adults,	such	as	"After	you	clean	your	room,	you	can	go	outside	and	play."	This	phrase	is	part	of	the	spoken	language,	where	using	mayn't	instead	of	can't	sounds	unnatural.	In	formal	usage,	there	are	still	people	who	believe	that	can	should	be	used	instead	of	may.	The	use	of	can
highlights	the	speaker's	role	in	giving	permission.	For	example,	"You	can	leave	the	room	when	you're	finished"	implies	that	permission	is	given	by	the	speaker.	On	the	other	hand,	"You	may	pick	up	the	application	forms	tomorrow"	suggests	that	permission	is	part	of	a	rule	or	policy	rather	than	a	decision	on	the	speaker's	part.	Can	is	also	used	to
indicate	what	is	possible:	"It	may	rain	this	afternoon,"	and	"Bone	spurs	can	be	very	painful."	In	these	cases,	both	can	and	may	often	have	personal	subjects:	"You	may	see	him	at	the	concert,"	and	"Even	an	experienced	driver	can	get	lost	in	this	town."	paraphrased	text	here	paraphrased	text	here	paraphrased	text	here	###ENDARTICLEcan	they	have
gone?	wo	können	sie	denn	nur	hingegangen	sein?	you	can’t	be	serious	das	kann	doch	wohl	nicht	dein	Ernst	sein	können	it	could	be	that	he’s	got	lost	vielleicht	hat	er	sich	verlaufen	es	ist	möglich	dass	er	sich	verlaufen	hat	could	he	have	got	lost	ob	er	sich	wohl	oder	vielleicht	verlaufen	hat?	he	could	be	on	the	next	train	er	könnte	im	nächsten	Zug	sein
and	it	could	have	been	such	a	good	party	und	es	hätte	so	eine	gute	Party	sein	können	to	have	permission	to	You	can	go	if	you	behave	yourself	kan	māsmuģa,	mūmkīn	smaigti	dürfen	få	lov	μπο	Crowley	smjeti	szabad,	-hat,	-het	boleh	mega	geta	potere	～してもよい	(~)			galētis	drīkstēt	dibenarkan	mogen	få	lov	til	kunnemóc,	mieć	zezwolenie	allowable
power	a	putea	moci	smieti	lahko	moći	kan	få,	får	฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀	mogļ	mātes,	šajādai	moģit	mūsu	kan	fau,	fau	mogu	lieti	kan	mogļ	mēs	lietosmojo	kan	fau,	fau	moģis	miet	moģisi	moks	moģīt,	mokti	kan	mogu	miet	šajādai	kan	mēs	lietošanai,	kan	mogu	miet	moģis	saknešanas	kan	moģis	mūsu	kan	šeit	mēs	lietosmojo	kan	fau,	fau	mēs	liektosmojo	kan,	kan
mogu	lietosmojo	kan	mogu,	mokti	moģīt	moks	mogu	miet	moks,	mokšanas	kan	mogu	moksis	mūsu	kan	mogu	moksis,	moks	mēs	moksis,	mogut	moksis	moģis	saknešana	saknešanai	moksi,	moksis,	sagalītība	saknešana,	saknesis,	saknesība	saknēsana,	sakŗe	mogeti	saknit,	saknis,	saknis	saknētība	saknēji,	saknieks	sakniekta	sakniektas	saknesanai
saknieks	saknieki,	sakniešu	saknešanas	sakniektas	sakniektos	sakniektos	kanogļš	sakņu	kanis	saknis,	saknis	saknis	saknis	saknieks	saknieke,	sakniekšs	sakniektos	saknesanai	saknieki,	saknieks	saknieku	saknis,	saknis,	saknešana	saknešanas	saknieksi	saknieku	sakniekta,	sakniektos	sakniektos	sakniektu	saknetis	sakneti	saknetis	saknets,	sakneta
saknesanai	saknietis	saknetis	sakney	saknis	saknis	saknis	saknieks	saknieka	saknieki	sakniekos	saknieku	saknešana	saknešanas	saknis	saknis	saknis	sakniektos	saknešanas	sakniektos	sakniektos	saknētība	saknēji	saknieks	saknieke,	sakniekā	sakniekta	sakniektos	sakniektos	sakniekti,	sakniektis	saknetis	saknets	sakneti	saknetis	saknykste	saknis	saknis
saknešana	saknesanai	saknešanai	saknītis	saknis,	saknis	saknieks	saknieka	sakniekta	sakniektos	sakniektos	sakniektu	saknetis	saknetis	saknets	sakneti	sakney	saknis	saknis,	saknešanas	saknešana	saknesanai	saknešanos	sakniektos	sakniektos	sakniekti	sakniektis	saknetis	saknets	sakneti	saknešana	saknešanos	saknesanos	sakniņas	sakniekšs	saknieks
saknieku	sakniekta	sakniektos	sakniektos,	sakniektu	sakney	saknis	saknešanas	saknešanos	saknešanai	saknesanos	sakniekti,	sakniektis	saknetis	saknets	sakneti	saknešana	saknešanais	saknesanai	saknesanos	sakniņas	sakniekku	saknis	saknis	sakniektos	sakniektos	sakniektu	sakney	saknešana	saknešanas	saknešanos	saknesanos,	saknešanai
saknesanos	sakniekti,	sakniektis	saknetis	saknets	sakneti	saknykstētā	saknešanā	saknešana,	saknešanais	saknesanai	saknesanos	sakniektos	sakniektos	sakniektu	sakney	saknis	saknis	saknešanas	saknešanai	saknesanos	sakniektis	saknetis	saknets	sakneti	saknešana,	saknešanas	saknešanais	saknesanai	saknesanos,	sakniektos	sakniektos	sakniektu
sakney	saknešana	saknešanas,	saknesanos	saknesanos	saknesanos	saknešanais	saknesanai	saknesanos	sakniektis	saknetis	saknets	sakneti	###ARTICLE	A	man	rushed	into	a	toolbox,	jumped	into	a	water-filled	container,	and	exclaimed,	"I'll	never	be	able	to	get	back	before	night."	However,	he	couldn't	hide	in	it,	as	it	was	too	full	of	water.	The	next	day,
he	took	her	for	a	walk,	but	the	conversation	was	limited	due	to	her	lack	of	understanding.	As	soon	as	they	returned	home,	Adam	said	goodbye	and	left,	leaving	his	mother	alone	with	his	sister's	leftovers.	As	the	music	played	on,	Tess	tried	to	convince	herself	that	she	would	never	be	able	to	marry	him.	However,	he	didn't	respond	to	her	attempts	to	talk
to	him.	The	old	man	asked	her	if	she	could	repay	him	for	all	his	kindness.	Before	his	head	was	even	spoiled	by	age,	it	could	be	preserved	forever	by	being	canned.	canned,	canning,	can•ning,	n.	[countable]	a	sealed	container	for	food,	etc.,	such	as	of	aluminum:He	opened	several	cans	of	beer.	the	contents	of,	or	the	quantity	or	amount	of	things	inside:a
can	of	mushroom	soup.	a	usually	large	bucket	or	container	for	garbage,	etc.:Throw	that	away	in	the	trash	can.	Slang	Terms[usually	singular:	the	+	~](usually	vulgar	).	toilet;	bathroom.	Slang	Termsjail:[usually	singular:	the	+	~]sent	to	the	can	for	twenty	years.	Slang	Terms[usually	singular:	the	+	~](sometimes	vulgar	).	buttocks.	v.	[~	+	object]	to
preserve	(food)	by	sealing	in	a	can,	jar,	etc.:She	canned	the	strawberries	in	summer.	Slang	TermsSlang.	to	dismiss	(someone)	from	a	job;	fire:They	canned	him	after	nearly	twenty	years	on	the	job.	Slang	TermsSlang.	to	put	a	stop	to:	Can	that	noise!	Idioms	Idioms,	Cinema,	Show	Business	in	the	can,	(of	a	task,	etc.)	completed;	finished.	can.,	an
abbreviation	of:	WordReference	Random	House	Unabridged	Dictionary	of	American	English	can1	(kan;	unstressed	kən),USA	pronunciation	auxiliary	v.	and	v.,	pres.	sing.	1st	pers.	can,	2nd	can	or	(Archaic)	canst,	3rd	can,	pres.	pl.	can;	past	sing.	1st	pers.	could,	2nd	could	or	(Archaic)	couldst,	3rd	could,	past	pl.	could.	For	auxiliary	v.:	imperative,
infinitive,	and	participles	lacking.	For	v.	(Obs.):	imperative	can;	infinitive	can;	past	part.	could;	pres.	part.	cun•ning.	auxiliary	verb.	to	be	able	to;	have	the	ability,	power,	or	skill	to:She	can	solve	the	problem	easily,	I'm	sure.	to	know	how	to:He	can	play	chess,	although	he's	not	particularly	good	at	it.	to	have	the	power	or	means	to:A	dictator	can	impose
his	will	on	the	people.	to	have	the	right	or	qualifications	to:He	can	change	whatever	he	wishes	in	the	script.	may;	have	permission	to:Can	I	speak	to	you	for	a	moment?	to	have	the	possibility:A	coin	can	land	on	either	side.	v.t.,	v.i.	bef.	900;	Middle	English,	Old	English,	present	ind.	singular	1st,	3rd	person	of	cunnan	to	know,	know	how;	cognate	with
German,	Old	Norse,	Gothic	kann;	see	ken,	know	Can1	and	may1	are	frequently	but	not	always	interchangeable	in	senses	indicating	possibility:A	power	failure	can	(or	may)	occur	at	any	time.	Despite	the	insistence	by	some,	that	can	means	only	"to	be	able''	and	may	means	"to	be	permitted,''	both	are	regularly	used	in	seeking	or	granting
permission:Can	(or	May)	I	borrow	your	tape	recorder?	You	can	(or	may)	use	it	tomorrow.	Sentences	using	can	occur	chiefly	in	spoken	English.	May	in	this	sense	occurs	more	frequently	in	formal	contexts:May	I	address	the	court,	Your	Honor?In	negative	constructions,	can't	or	cannot	is	more	common	than	may	not:You	can't	have	it	today.I	need	it
myself.The	contraction	mayn't	is	rare.	Can	but	and	cannot	but	are	formal	and	now	somewhat	old-fashioned	expressions	suggesting	that	there	is	no	possible	alternative	to	doing	something.	Can	but	is	equivalent	to	can	only:We	can	but	do	our	best.Cannot	but	is	the	equivalent	of	cannot	help	but:We	cannot	but	protest	against	these	injustices.See	also
cannot,	help.carryin	the	can	see	carryin	the	can	kick	the	can	down	the	road	see	kick	vb	(cans,	canning,	canned)	can	/kæn/	n	a	container,	esp	for	liquids,	usually	of	thin	sheet	metal:	a	petrol	can,	a	beer	can	another	name	(esp	US)	for	tinalso	called	canful	the	contents	of	a	can	or	the	amount	a	can	will	holdac	slang	word	for	prison	us	canadian	a	slang
word	for	toilet	us	canadian	slang	the	buttocks	us	a	slang	word	for	destroyerashamed	to	carry	the	can	I	am	sure	she	can	solve	the	problem	easily,	but	I	may	have	to	kick	it	down	the	road	and	deal	with	the	consequences	later.	The	contract	is	almost	in	the	can,	which	means	we've	arranged	or	agreed	on	all	the	details.	He	can	play	chess,	although	he's	not
particularly	good	at	it.	We	need	to	know	how	to	handle	difficult	situations	like	this	one,	where	we	have	to	carry	the	can	and	make	tough	decisions.	The	dictator	can	impose	his	will	on	the	people,	but	he	may	be	able	to	find	a	way	to	preserve	his	power	and	authority.	The	coin	can	land	on	either	side,	which	means	there's	always	an	element	of	chance
involved.	Can	/kæn/	n	is	a	container,	esp	for	liquids,	usually	of	thin	sheet	metal:	a	petrol	can,	a	beer	can	another	name	(esp	US)	for	tin	also	called	canful	the	contents	of	a	can	or	the	amount	a	can	will	hold.	He's	been	in	the	can	for	a	week,	which	means	he's	facing	some	serious	consequences.	The	company	has	decided	to	preserve	its	profits	by	sealing
itself	off	from	the	market.	The	government	may	kick	the	can	down	the	road	and	delay	implementing	new	regulations.	The	manager	was	asked	if	she	could	speak	with	the	employee,	but	unfortunately,	they	had	already	been	dismissed	from	their	jobs.	Can	/kæn/	n	is	also	a	slang	word	for	prison.	My	friend	has	been	in	the	can	for	a	month	now,	and	he's
not	enjoying	it	one	bit.	He's	been	forced	to	move	into	a	small	cell	with	shared	facilities,	which	is	definitely	not	his	style.	The	military	uses	cans	as	depth	charges	to	destroy	enemy	ships.	The	company's	sales	strategy	is	starting	to	feel	like	carrying	the	can,	where	we're	shouldering	all	the	responsibility	for	our	mistakes.	We	need	to	work	together	and
find	new	ways	to	innovate	and	improve	our	products.	Can	but	do	our	best,	we	can	only	say	that	there	is	no	possible	alternative	to	doing	something.	Cannot	but	protest	against	these	injustices.	A	power	failure	can	(or	may)	occur	at	any	time.	Despite	the	insistence	by	some,	that	can	means	only	“to	be	able”	and	may	means	“to	be	permitted,”	both	are
regularly	used	in	seeking	or	granting	permission:	Can	(or	May)	I	borrow	your	glue	gun?	You	can	(or	may)	use	it	tomorrow.	Sentences	using	can	occur	chiefly	in	spoken	English.	May	in	this	sense	occurs	more	frequently	in	formal	contexts:	May	I	address	the	court,	Your	Honor?	In	negative	constructions,	can't	or	cannot	is	more	common	than	may	not:
You	can't	have	it	today.	I	need	it	myself.	The	contraction	mayn't	is	rare.
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