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French	is	a	beautiful,	universally	spoken,	classic	language	which	is	frequently	seen	as	the	language	du	jour.	Spanish	overtook	it	in	popularity,	but	not	because	of	benefits	–	French	is	still	perfect	for	you	if	you	want	to	learn	a	new-ish	language.	If	you’re	trying	to	decide	whether	to	learn	French	or	Spanish,	there	are	a	few	things	you	should	consider.
Here	are	four	reasons	why	learning	French	may	be	a	better	choice	for	you:French	is	the	language	of	diplomacy.If	you’re	interested	in	working	in	international	business	or	diplomacy,	learning	French	will	give	you	a	significant	advantage.	France	is	one	of	the	world’s	most	influential	countries,	and	its	diplomats	use	French	as	their	primary	language.
France	is	a	major	cultural	force.From	fashion	to	cuisine	to	art	and	architecture,	France	has	had	a	huge	impact	on	Western	culture.	If	you	want	to	deepen	your	appreciation	for	these	aspects	of	the	world,	learning	French	will	give	you	access	to	original	source	material.Learning	French	can	be	easier	than	learning	Spanish.This	may	seem
counterintuitive,	but	many	experts	believe	that	French	is	actually	easier	to	learn	than	Spanish.	This	is	because	French	has	a	more	simplified	grammar	than	Spanish,	and	it	uses	less	unfamiliar	words	borrowed	from	other	languages.	As	a	result,	it	may	be	easier	for	English	speakers	to	pick	up	French	than	Spanish.There	are	more	resources	available	for
learning	French.Because	France	is	such	an	influential	country,	there	are	countless	resources	available	for	those	looking	to	learn	French.	From	online	courses	to	immersion	programs	in	France	itself,	you’ll	have	no	trouble	finding	materials	to	help	you	master	the	language	Practicing	French	will	help	improve	your	literacy	skills.	French	is	a	beautiful
language	that	is	spoken	in	many	countries.	French	is	the	language	of	culture	and	diplomacy.	Learning	French	can	give	you	an	edge	in	the	job	market.	Studying	French	can	be	enjoyable	and	rewarding.When	it	comes	to	learning	a	new	language,	there	are	many	factors	to	consider.	which	one	will	you	learn?	What	are	the	pros	and	cons	of	each	language?
Here,	we’ll	take	a	look	at	the	pros	and	cons	of	learning	French	instead	of	Spanish.French	has	many	more	similarities	to	English	than	Spanish	does.	This	can	be	a	pro	or	a	con,	depending	on	how	you	look	at	it.	On	one	hand,	it	can	make	learning	French	easier	because	there	are	more	cognates	(words	that	are	similar	in	both	languages).	On	the	other
hand,	it	can	make	French	seem	more	difficult	because	the	two	languages	share	so	many	common	roots.Suggestion:	7	Best	Ways	To	Improve	Your	French	Listening	Skills	Like	a	Pro	Spanish	is	widely	considered	to	be	one	of	the	easiest	languages	for	English	speakers	to	learn.	This	is	because	Spanish	has	a	relatively	simple	grammar	compared	to	other
languages.	Additionally,	Spanish	is	spoken	in	many	countries	around	the	world,	so	it	can	be	useful	for	travel.French	has	a	reputation	for	being	a	difficult	language	to	learn.	However,	this	isn’t	necessarily	true.	While	French	may	have	some	challenging	aspects	(such	as	pronunciation),	overall	it’s	not	any	more	difficult	than	other	languages.	And	once
you’ve	learned	French,	you’ll	be	able	to	communicate	with	over	220	million	people	worldwide!There	are	many	reasons	why	French	is	considered	one	of	the	easiest	languages	to	learn.	For	starters,	French	has	a	relatively	simple	grammar	rules	when	compared	to	other	languages.	Additionally,	French	words	are	typically	pronounced	exactly	as	they	are
spelled	–	making	it	easier	for	beginners	to	get	a	handle	on	the	language.	Of	course,	no	language	is	truly	easy	to	learn	and	there	will	always	be	a	learning	curve	–	regardless	of	which	language	you	choose	to	study.	However,	with	a	little	dedication	and	effort,	anyone	can	start	speaking	and	understanding	basic	French	within	a	few	weeks.There	are	many
reasons	why	French	is	considered	an	easy	language	to	learn.	For	starters,	French	is	a	Romance	language,	which	means	that	it	is	derived	from	Latin	–	the	same	language	that	English	is	derived	from.	This	makes	French	much	more	similar	to	English	than	Spanish	is,	in	terms	of	grammar	and	vocabulary.Popular	For	You:	DELF	B2	Production	Orale
Example	Topics	–	with	Answer	In	addition,	French	pronunciation	is	relatively	simple	and	straightforward	compared	to	other	languages.	While	there	are	certainly	some	challenging	aspects	to	French	pronunciation	(such	as	the	infamous	“silent	e”),	for	the	most	part	it	is	not	nearly	as	difficult	as	languages	like	Spanish	or	German.Finally,	learning
resources	for	French	are	widely	available	and	of	high	quality.	Whether	you	want	to	learn	online,	through	a	software	program,	or	with	a	tutor,	there	are	plenty	of	great	options	out	there	for	those	looking	to	learn	French.Learning	a	new	language	can	be	daunting,	but	also	exhilarating.	Many	people	choose	to	learn	Spanish	because	it	is	one	of	the	most
commonly	spoken	languages	in	the	world.	However,	there	are	many	reasons	why	you	should	pick	French	instead	of	Spanish	to	learn.	Here	are	a	few:	a.	There	are	many	online	resources	that	can	help	you	practice	your	French	skills.	For	example,	websites	like	Bonjour	de	France	and	Live	Mocha	offer	interactive	exercises	and	games	to	help	you	learn
and	practice	French.b.	You	can	also	find	native	French	speakers	to	chat	with	online	or	in	person.	There	are	many	language	exchange	websites	and	meetup	groups	dedicated	to	connecting	French	learners	with	native	speakers.	This	is	a	great	way	to	practice	your	speaking	skills	and	get	feedback	from	someone	who	is	fluent	in	the	language.c.	Another
way	to	practice	speaking	French	outside	of	the	classroom	is	by	listening	to	French	podcasts	or	watching	movies	in	French	with	subtitles.	This	will	help	you	become	more	familiar	with	the	sound	of	the	language	and	improve	your	listening	comprehension	skills.	France	and	Latin	America	have	a	long	and	storied	history	together.	From	the	early	days	of
exploration	and	colonization	to	the	present	day,	the	two	cultures	have	been	intertwined.	This	is	nowhere	more	evident	than	in	the	cocktail	culture	of	both	regions.In	France,	cocktails	were	traditionally	made	with	Cognac	or	Brandy.	These	drinks	were	often	simple	mixes	of	just	a	few	ingredients,	meant	to	be	sipped	slowly	and	savored.	Over	time,
cocktails	evolved	to	become	more	complex,	incorporating	a	wider	variety	of	spirits	and	liqueurs.	Today,	French	cocktails	are	known	for	their	sophisticated	flavor	profiles	and	elegant	presentation.In	Latin	America,	meanwhile,	cocktails	tend	to	be	a	bit	more	lively	and	festive.	The	region’s	tropical	fruits	and	vibrant	flavors	play	a	big	role	in	its	signature
drinks.	Rum	is	the	most	commonly	used	spirit,	but	tequila,	vodka,	and	gin	are	also	popular	choices.	Cocktails	in	Latin	America	are	often	served	with	a	lot	of	ice	and	garnished	with	fruit	or	herbs.	Whether	you’re	looking	for	something	sophisticated	or	fun,	France	or	Latin	America	has	a	cocktail	culture	that	will	suit	your	taste.	So	why	not	learn	French
instead	of	Spanish?	With	its	rich	history	and	diverse	range	of	influences,	learning	French	will	give	you	a	well-rounded	understanding	of	the	language	–	and	might	even	help	you	make	some	new	friends	at	the	bar!	The	question	of	whether	Spanish	or	French	is	easier	to	learn	is	a	common	one,	particularly	among	English	speakers	considering	a	new
language.	The	short	answer	is	that,	for	most	English	native	speakers,	Spanish	tends	to	be	slightly	easier	to	learn	than	French.	This	is	primarily	due	to	its	more	straightforward	pronunciation	and	phonetic	system.	However,	the	“easier”	language	for	an	individual	can	also	depend	on	a	variety	of	factors,	including	personal	learning	style,	motivation,	and
the	specific	challenges	each	language	presents.	This	article	will	delve	into	the	nuances	of	both	languages,	examining	their	similarities,	differences,	and	the	reasons	why	one	might	be	considered	easier	than	the	other.	Why	Spanish	is	Often	Considered	Easier	Phonetics	and	Pronunciation	One	of	the	most	significant	factors	contributing	to	Spanish’s
perceived	ease	is	its	consistent	phonetic	system.	Unlike	English,	where	the	same	letter	can	have	multiple	pronunciations,	Spanish	largely	follows	a	one-to-one	correspondence	between	letters	and	sounds.	This	means	that	once	you	learn	the	pronunciation	rules,	you	can	generally	read	and	pronounce	words	correctly.	Spanish	pronunciation	is	also
typically	considered	more	intuitive	for	English	speakers.	There	are	fewer	unfamiliar	sounds,	making	it	easier	to	grasp	the	basics.	Grammatical	Structure	While	both	languages	have	their	grammatical	quirks,	Spanish	grammar	is	often	seen	as	less	complex	initially.	For	example,	verb	conjugations	in	Spanish	tend	to	follow	more	predictable	patterns	than
in	French.	The	use	of	the	subjunctive	mood,	while	present,	is	often	encountered	later	in	the	learning	process,	allowing	beginners	to	focus	on	more	fundamental	grammar.	Vocabulary	Acquisition	Many	Spanish	words	have	clear	Latin	roots	that	also	influence	English,	making	vocabulary	acquisition	slightly	easier.	The	commonalities	provide	a	sense	of
familiarity	that	can	aid	memory	and	comprehension.	While	both	Spanish	and	French	borrow	from	Latin,	Spanish	vocabulary	seems	to	have	more	immediate	and	recognizable	connections	for	English	speakers.	Challenges	in	Learning	Spanish	Despite	its	relative	ease,	Spanish	does	present	its	own	unique	hurdles.	The	“Rolling	R”	For	some	English
speakers,	the	ability	to	roll	the	tongue,	producing	the	“r”	sound,	can	be	a	major	challenge.	While	not	essential	for	comprehension,	mastering	the	rolled	“r”	is	important	for	achieving	a	more	authentic	Spanish	accent.	Verb	Conjugation	While	relatively	systematic,	Spanish	verb	conjugation	still	requires	memorization	and	practice.	The	different	tenses
and	moods	can	be	initially	overwhelming	for	beginners.	Gendered	Nouns	Like	French,	Spanish	uses	gendered	nouns,	which	require	learners	to	memorize	whether	each	noun	is	masculine	or	feminine.	This	can	be	a	tedious	process,	especially	for	concepts	that	do	not	have	a	gender	in	English.	Why	French	is	Often	Considered	More	Challenging	Complex
Pronunciation	French	pronunciation	is	notoriously	challenging	for	English	speakers.	It	includes	a	range	of	sounds	that	don’t	exist	in	English,	such	as	the	nasal	vowels	and	the	“r”	sound	that	is	produced	in	the	back	of	the	throat.	Mastering	these	sounds	requires	dedicated	practice	and	fine-tuning	the	vocal	cords.	The	silent	letters	also	often	lead	to
mispronunciation	and	confusion,	as	not	all	letters	in	a	written	French	word	are	pronounced.	Complex	Grammar	French	grammar,	with	its	numerous	rules,	exceptions,	and	irregular	verbs,	can	be	a	steep	learning	curve	for	English	speakers.	Understanding	the	subjunctive	mood,	for	instance,	is	a	hurdle	even	for	advanced	learners.	Gendered	nouns,	too,
create	an	extra	layer	of	complexity	in	French	grammar.	The	Prevalence	of	Silent	Letters	French	writing	often	includes	many	silent	letters,	making	the	relationship	between	spelling	and	pronunciation	inconsistent	and	difficult	to	predict.	This	inconsistency	can	be	initially	baffling	to	learners	who	may	be	accustomed	to	more	phonetic	spelling	systems.
Similarities	Between	Spanish	and	French	Despite	their	differences,	Spanish	and	French	share	some	similarities.	Latin	Roots	Both	languages	have	strong	roots	in	Latin,	meaning	there	are	many	cognates,	or	words	with	similar	meanings	and	spellings,	which	can	help	accelerate	vocabulary	acquisition.	Romance	Languages	As	Romance	languages,	they
share	many	grammatical	structures	and	verb	conjugation	patterns,	though	these	are	often	executed	differently.	If	one	learns	Spanish	first,	it	can	sometimes	make	learning	French	easier,	and	vice	versa,	due	to	their	underlying	structural	similarities.	Gendered	Nouns	Both	use	gendered	nouns,	although	which	nouns	are	masculine	or	feminine	can	differ
between	the	languages.	Which	Language	Should	You	Learn?	Ultimately,	the	“easier”	language	for	you	depends	on	personal	preferences	and	goals.	If	your	primary	objective	is	to	learn	a	language	quickly	with	less	emphasis	on	mastering	complex	pronunciation,	Spanish	might	be	a	better	starting	point.	If	you	are	fascinated	by	the	intricacies	of	language
and	are	drawn	to	a	more	nuanced	pronunciation	challenge,	French	might	be	more	appealing.	Both	Spanish	and	French	are	valuable	languages	to	learn,	offering	unique	cultural	insights	and	practical	benefits.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	(FAQs)	1.	Is	Spanish	the	Easiest	Language	to	Learn?	While	not	the	absolute	easiest,	for	English	speakers,	Spanish
often	ranks	highly	among	easier	languages	to	acquire.	Its	clear	pronunciation	system	and	less	complex	grammar	compared	to	other	languages	make	it	a	common	choice	for	beginners.	2.	Can	I	Learn	Spanish	and	French	at	the	Same	Time?	While	possible,	learning	Spanish	and	French	simultaneously	can	be	confusing	due	to	vocabulary	and	grammatical
similarities.	Many	learners	find	it	easier	to	focus	on	one	language	at	a	time	to	avoid	mixing	the	rules	and	words.	3.	Is	French	or	Spanish	More	Useful	in	Europe?	French	is	generally	considered	more	useful	in	Europe	as	it	is	an	official	language	in	more	countries,	including	France,	Belgium,	Switzerland,	and	Luxembourg.	However,	Spanish	is	also	a
highly	spoken	and	respected	language	in	Europe,	especially	in	Spain.	4.	Is	French	or	Spanish	More	Widely	Spoken	Globally?	Spanish	is	spoken	by	more	people	globally	than	French.	Spanish	is	predominant	in	Spain,	Mexico,	and	much	of	Central	and	South	America,	while	French	is	concentrated	in	France,	parts	of	Canada,	and	some	regions	of	Africa.	5.
Which	Language	is	Older,	French	or	Spanish?	French	is	technically	slightly	older,	with	the	first	known	written	French	text	dating	to	842,	whereas	the	oldest	Spanish	text	dates	to	1000.	However,	both	developed	from	Latin.	6.	Do	Colleges	Prefer	Spanish	or	French?	Most	colleges	do	not	have	a	preference	for	Spanish	or	French.	They	prioritize	seeing	a
student’s	foreign	language	proficiency	regardless	of	the	specific	language	studied.	7.	Is	Learning	Spanish	Difficult?	Spanish	is	considered	relatively	easy	for	English	speakers	due	to	its	straightforward	pronunciation	and	grammar.	However,	as	with	any	language,	fluency	requires	effort	and	dedication.	8.	Is	Learning	French	Difficult?	French	can	be
more	challenging	for	English	speakers	due	to	its	complex	pronunciation	and	grammar.	It	typically	requires	more	dedicated	time	and	practice	to	master	than	Spanish.	9.	What	are	the	Easiest	Languages	for	English	Speakers	to	Learn?	Apart	from	Spanish,	some	of	the	easiest	languages	for	English	speakers	include	Dutch,	Norwegian,	Swedish,	and
Italian,	due	to	their	common	Germanic	or	Romance	roots.	10.	Which	Language	Should	I	Learn	for	a	Career?	Both	Spanish	and	French	are	valuable	for	career	opportunities,	particularly	in	international	business,	tourism,	and	diplomacy.	The	best	choice	depends	on	your	specific	career	goals	and	desired	region.	11.	Can	Spanish	Speakers	Understand
French?	Spanish	and	French	speakers	can	understand	each	other	to	a	limited	degree	due	to	the	significant	amount	of	shared	vocabulary	(cognates).	However,	the	nuances	of	meaning	can	diverge	over	time	and	communication	may	not	always	be	fluid.	12.	How	Long	Does	it	Take	to	Learn	Spanish?	The	Foreign	Service	Institute	estimates	that	it	takes
approximately	24	weeks	(600	hours)	to	achieve	professional	working	proficiency	in	Spanish.	13.	How	Long	Does	it	Take	to	Learn	French?	The	Foreign	Service	Institute	estimates	it	takes	around	30	weeks	(750	hours)	to	achieve	professional	working	proficiency	in	French.	14.	Is	Spanish	a	Fast-Spoken	Language?	Yes,	Spanish	is	considered	a	fast-spoken
language,	with	an	average	of	7.82	syllables	per	second,	making	it	one	of	the	fastest	spoken	languages	in	the	world.	French	is	also	a	relatively	fast	spoken	language	at	7.18	syllables	per	second.	15.	Which	is	Better,	French	or	Spanish?	Neither	language	is	objectively	“better”	than	the	other.	The	“best”	language	depends	on	your	individual	goals,
preferences,	and	motivations.	Both	languages	offer	unique	benefits	and	are	valuable	assets.	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit
content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	Is	French	Easy	to	Learn	for	Spanish	Speakers?	For	Spanish	speakers,	learning
French	can	be	a	fascinating	and	rewarding	experience.	Both	languages	share	a	rich	cultural	heritage	and	a	similar	grammatical	structure,	making	it	easier	for	Spanish	speakers	to	pick	up	French.	In	this	article,	we’ll	explore	the	similarities	and	differences	between	Spanish	and	French,	and	provide	tips	on	how	to	make	the	most	of	your	language
learning	journey.	Similarities	between	Spanish	and	French	Before	diving	into	the	differences,	let’s	highlight	the	similarities	between	Spanish	and	French:	Latin	roots:	Both	Spanish	and	French	have	Latin	roots,	which	means	they	share	many	cognates,	or	words	that	are	similar	in	both	languages.	This	makes	it	easier	for	Spanish	speakers	to	learn
French	vocabulary.	Similar	grammar	structure:	Both	languages	have	a	similar	verb-subject-object	word	order,	and	they	use	similar	grammatical	structures,	such	as	the	use	of	ser	and	estar	to	indicate	temporary	or	permanent	states.	Vowel	pronunciation:	The	pronunciation	of	vowels	in	both	languages	is	similar,	with	a	focus	on	the	stressed	syllable	and
the	use	of	diacritical	marks	to	indicate	vowel	pronunciation.	Differences	between	Spanish	and	French	While	Spanish	and	French	share	many	similarities,	there	are	also	some	significant	differences:	Pronunciation:	French	has	a	more	complex	pronunciation	system	than	Spanish,	with	more	diacritical	marks	and	a	greater	emphasis	on	vowel
pronunciation.	Vocabulary:	Although	both	languages	share	many	cognates,	French	has	a	larger	vocabulary	than	Spanish,	and	many	words	have	different	meanings	or	connotations.	Grammar:	French	has	a	more	complex	grammar	system	than	Spanish,	with	more	verb	conjugations	and	a	greater	emphasis	on	formal	and	informal	language.	Tips	for
Spanish	Speakers	Learning	French	So,	how	can	Spanish	speakers	make	the	most	of	their	language	learning	journey?	Here	are	some	tips:	Start	with	the	basics:	Begin	by	learning	the	French	alphabet,	numbers,	and	basic	phrases	such	as	greetings	and	introductions.	Focus	on	pronunciation:	French	pronunciation	can	be	challenging	for	Spanish
speakers,	so	focus	on	practicing	your	pronunciation	regularly.	Use	online	resources:	There	are	many	online	resources	available	to	help	Spanish	speakers	learn	French,	including	language	learning	apps,	podcasts,	and	YouTube	channels.	Practice	with	native	speakers:	Practice	speaking	with	native	French	speakers	as	much	as	possible,	either	in	person
or	online.	Learn	common	phrases	and	expressions:	Learn	common	phrases	and	expressions	such	as	ordering	food,	asking	for	directions,	and	making	small	talk.	Challenges	Spanish	Speakers	May	Face	While	learning	French	can	be	rewarding,	there	are	also	some	challenges	that	Spanish	speakers	may	face:	Vocabulary:	French	has	a	larger	vocabulary
than	Spanish,	and	many	words	have	different	meanings	or	connotations.	Grammar:	French	grammar	can	be	more	complex	than	Spanish	grammar,	with	more	verb	conjugations	and	a	greater	emphasis	on	formal	and	informal	language.	Pronunciation:	French	pronunciation	can	be	challenging	for	Spanish	speakers,	with	a	greater	emphasis	on	vowel
pronunciation	and	diacritical	marks.	Conclusion	In	conclusion,	while	French	may	present	some	challenges	for	Spanish	speakers,	it	is	definitely	possible	to	learn.	By	focusing	on	the	basics,	practicing	pronunciation,	and	using	online	resources,	Spanish	speakers	can	make	the	most	of	their	language	learning	journey.	Remember	to	be	patient	and
persistent,	and	don’t	be	afraid	to	make	mistakes.	With	time	and	practice,	you’ll	be	speaking	French	like	a	native	in	no	time!	Table:	Similarities	and	Differences	between	Spanish	and	French	Spanish	French	Latin	roots	Similar	grammar	structure	Vowel	pronunciation	Pronunciation	Vocabulary	Grammar	Bullets:	Tips	for	Spanish	Speakers	Learning
French	•	Start	with	the	basics	•	Focus	on	pronunciation	•	Use	online	resources	•	Practice	with	native	speakers	•	Learn	common	phrases	and	expressionsBullets:	Challenges	Spanish	Speakers	May	Face	For	those	whose	first	language	is	English,	it’s	clear	that	learning	Spanish	and	French	are	two	of	the	most	popular	second	languages;	both	are	well-
liked	options	for	learning.	While	these	two	Romance	languages	share	many	characteristics,	they	also	differ	significantly.	This	blog	will	explain	the	similarities	and	differences	between	Spanish	and	French,	whether	you’re	choosing	which	language	to	study	or	you’re	just	interested	in	knowing	how	they	stack	up.	Global	presence	|	Gurucent	Learning
Spanish	can	open	up	access	to	many	cultural	learning	opportunities	in	and	around	Spain,	Latin	America,	and	the	US.	With	approx.	20	countries’	first	language,	it	is	of	great	help	to	travelers	and	business	people.	29	nations	that	use	the	French	language	as	their	official	language.	Around	310	million	people	use	the	French	language.	The	European	Union
and	the	United	Nations,	the	worldwide	organization,	have	it	as	one	of	their	official	working	languages.	Grammar	|	Gurucent		Spanish:	The	grammar	is	much	simpler	in	Spanish	as	compared	to	that	of	French.	Its	consistent	system	of	norms	and	English-like	sentence	structures	make	it	easier	for	a	learner	to	adapt	to	it	faster.	Although	Spanish	has
regular,	irregular,	and	reflexive	verb	conjugations,	which	can	make	the	language	almost	confusing	when	working	out	with	verb	conjugations,	if	you	understand	the	patterns,	then	it	becomes	easy	to	recognize	them.	French	grammar	can	be	the	least	natural	and	most	complex	of	the	three	languages.	Most	importantly,	the	language	defies	multiple
grammatical	norms,	and,	similar	to	Spanish,	nouns	have	a	gender	system,	meaning	they	are	either	masculine	or	feminine.	However,	like	all	things	in	French,	verb	conjugations,	as	well	as	agreement	requirements,	seem	less	predictable.	Vocabulary	|	Gurucent	Spanish:	Many	Spanish	words	are	simple	because	they	sound	so	much	like	English.	This	is
partly	because,	like	English,	Spanish	employs	many	Latin	roots.	For	a	beginner,	words	like	“familia”	(family)	and	“nación”	(country)	come	readily	to	mind.	Much	of	the	Spanish	vocabulary	is	phonetic,	so	you	can	often	guess	how	something	is	spelled	just	by	hearing	it.	French	Like	English,	French	consists	of	a	vast	amount	of	near-synonyms	in	the
vocabulary	that	resemble	each	other	but	convey	different	meanings.	For	example,	the	French	word	“actuellement”	means	“currently.”.	English	speakers	can	still	learn	the	French	language,	although,	in	particular	situations,	it	will	require	more	focus.	Which	is	the	Easier	Language?	|	Gurucent	This	is	one	question	that	has	no	universally	applicable
answer.	Just	because	the	vocabulary	of	Spanish	sounds	similar	to	English,	the	pronunciations	are	straightforward,	and	the	grammatical	rules	are	always	regular,	Spanish	becomes	the	easier	of	the	two	languages.	On	the	other	hand,	if	you	are	interested	in	French	culture,	then	the	problem	of	pronunciation	and	grammar	could	be	worth	it	with	your
ability	to	communicate	with	someone	who	belongs	to	a	multicultural	speech	community.	Both	languages	present	special	chances	and	ideas	in	various	regions	of	the	planet.	Regardless	of	the	path	you	take,	it	will	surely	be	rewarding	and	full	of	learning.	Choosing	between	French	and	Spanish	will	not	only	help	you	learn	a	language;	it	will	also	open
doors	to	new	ideas,	relationships	around	the	world,	and	an	overall	better	quality	of	life.	For	more	updates,	visit	www.Gurucent.com	Spanish’s	consistent	grammar	rules	and	easy	pronunciation	make	it	typically	thought	of	as	being	easier.	Whereas	French	is	spoken	in	Europe,	Africa,	and	Canada,	Spanish	is	spoken	more	widely	around	the	world,
especially	in	Latin	America	and	the	United	States.	Indeed,	studying	one	language	can	facilitate	learning	the	other	later	on	because	they	both	have	Latin	roots.	If	you're	thinking	about	learning	Spanish	or	French	in	2025,	you're	not	alone.	These	two	languages	consistently	rank	among	the	most	popular	choices	for	learners	worldwide	-	and	for	good
reason.There’s	a	common	misconception	among	English	speakers	that	Spanish	is	easier	to	learn	than	French.	But	is	that	really	the	case?	Is	French	hard	to	learn?	You	see,	both	Spanish	and	French	open	up	amazing	opportunities,	from	advancing	your	career	to	connecting	with	millions	of	speakers	globally.	But	if	you're	trying	to	decide	between	the
two,	you	might	be	wondering:	which	one's	easier	to	tackle?That's	exactly	what	we'll	explore	today.	We'll	compare	Spanish	and	French	across	key	areas	like	pronunciation,	grammar,	and	vocabulary.	Plus,	we'll	look	at	learning	resources	and	cultural	factors	that	could	make	a	real	difference	in	your	language	journey.Why	Would	We	Make	That
Comparison	in	the	First	Place?To	the	untrained	ear,	the	French	and	Spanish	languages	sound	totally	different,	so	why	would	we	even	compare	the	two?	In	fact,	the	lexical	similarity	between	French	and	Spanish	is	about	75%,	meaning	that	a	high	percentage	of	the	words	in	these	languages	are	very	similar.For	comparison,	French	and	Spanish	both
share	a	less	than	50%	lexical	similarity	with	English.	Why	is	that,	you	ask?Well,	French	and	Spanish	are	both	Romance	languages,	or	languages	descended	from	Vulgar	Latin,	or	the	colloquial	Latin	spoken	among	the	lower	classes	of	the	Roman	Empire.The	5	major	romance	languages	are:French	SpanishItalianPortugueseRomanianWhat's	even	more
encouraging	is	how	these	languages	rank	in	terms	of	learning	difficulty.	The	Foreign	Service	Institute	(FSI),	which	prepares	U.S.	diplomats	for	international	assignments,	places	both	Spanish	and	French	in	their	Category	I	languages.	Translation?	They	estimate	it	takes	about	24-30	weeks	(or	600-750	classroom	hours)	to	achieve	professional	working
proficiency.	FeatureSpanishFrenchLanguage	FamilyRomanceRomanceFSI	CategoryCategory	I	(24-30	weeks)Category	I	(24-30	weeks)Number	of	Countries	(Official	Language)2029Main	RegionsSpain,	Central	&	South	America,	parts	of	North	AmericaFrance,	parts	of	Europe,	Africa,	Canada	(Quebec)Global	Status2nd	most	spoken	language	by	native
speakers5th	most	spoken	language	in	the	worldLearning	AdvantageGateway	to	other	Romance	languagesGateway	to	other	Romance	languagesNote:	Did	you	know	that	you	can	learn	Spanish,	French,	Italian,	and	5	other	popular	languages	on	Lingopie.	This	VOD	streaming	service	boasts	great	shows	and	movies	in	these	languages	made	by	native
speakers.	French	and	Spanish	SimilaritiesSo,	just	how	similar	are	French	and	Spanish?	You	already	know	about	the	shared	origin	and	lexical	similarity	between	French	and	Spanish,	but	the	similarities	don’t	stop	there.Let’s	start	with	another	obvious	one:	the	alphabet.	Both	Spanish	and	French	use	the	26	basic	letters	of	the	Latin	alphabet,	as	does
English,	though	Spanish	has	1	extra	letter:	the	“eñe.”French	and	Spanish	also	have	some	pretty	big	grammatical	similarities.	They	both	have	2	ways	to	say	“you”	(formal	and	informal),	2	versions	of	the	past	tense,	gendered	nouns,	and	similar	verb	conjugations,	including	distinctive	subjunctive	verb	forms.Another	similarity	between	French	and
Spanish	that	sets	them	apart	from	English	is	the	use	of	accents.	Both	languages	use	accents	over	certain	letters	in	words	to	indicate	an	emphasis	in	their	pronunciation	(although	French	has	more	accent	marks	than	Spanish).These	similarities	mean	that	learning	French	and	Spanish	at	the	same	time	would	likely	be	much	easier	than	learning	either	of
the	languages	alongside	English	for	the	first	time.For	someone	who	already	knows	French,	it	might	not	take	too	long	to	learn	Spanish	as	a	second	language,	or	the	other	way	around.Can	Spanish	Speakers	Understand	French?Because	of	the	lexical	similarity	between	French	and	Spanish,	a	Spanish	speaker	reading	written	French	would	likely	be	able
to	understand	a	large	portion	of	it,	and	vice	versa.Here	are	some	examples	of	similar	words	and	phrases	in	Spanish	and	French:Country:	país/paysBad:	mal/malNo:	no/nonRepeat:	repetir/répéterPardon	me:	perdón/pardonHowever,	since	the	pronunciation	and	accentuation	is	so	different	in	French	and	Spanish,	it	would	be	very	hard	for	a	Spanish
speaker	to	understand	French	in	a	spoken	conversation.If	a	native	French	speaker	and	a	native	Spanish	speaker	were	trying	to	communicate	verbally,	and	speaking	slowly,	they	might	be	able	to	recognize	certain	similar	words	and	understand	their	meanings,	but	it	would	be	very	difficult	to	go	beyond	that.Who	speaks	faster	Spanish	or	French?When	it
comes	to	speed,	Spanish	actually	takes	the	crown	as	the	faster-speaking	language,	clocking	in	at	around	7.82	syllables	per	second	-	making	it	one	of	the	quickest	languages	globally.	French	speakers,	in	comparison,	cruise	at	a	more	moderate	pace	of	about	7.18	syllables	per	second.	The	difference	might	seem	small	on	paper,	but	trust	me,	when	you're
a	beginner	trying	to	catch	every	word,	those	decimal	points	really	matter!Which	Language	Is	More	Useful	-	French	or	Spanish?Like	determining	whether	French	or	Spanish	is	easier	to	learn,	the	answer	to	this	question	is	pretty	subjective.	They	are	two	of	the	most	widely	spoken	languages	in	the	world.	Spanish	is	the	4th	most	spoken	language	in	the
world,	while	French	is	the	5th	most	spoken.Top	5	languages	worldwide	(including	native	and	non-native	speakers):English	(1,132,000,000)Mandarin	Chinese	(1,117,000,000)Hindi	(615,000,000)Spanish	(534,000,000)French	(280,000,000)While	it’s	true	that	there	are	far	more	Spanish	speakers	than	French	speakers	in	the	world,	how	useful	either
language	will	be	depends	a	lot	on	where	you’re	located	or	where	you	plan	to	travel	to.For	example,	in	the	Americas,	Spanish	is	far	more	widely	spoken	than	French.	If	you	live	in	the	United	States	or	plan	to	travel	throughout	Latin	America,	Spanish	is	probably	going	to	be	much	more	useful	to	you.However,	if	you’re	in	Canada,	or	planning	to	travel	or
do	business	there,	knowing	French	is	going	to	be	more	helpful	—	it’s	the	official	language	of	the	country,	after	all.	In	fact,	French	is	the	first	official	language	spoken	by	more	than	20%	of	the	population,	most	of	whom	live	in	the	eastern	province	of	Quebec.Another	place	where	French	is	more	widely	spoken	than	Spanish	is	in	Africa.	Outside	of
Canada,	France,	and	the	other	major	French	speaking	countries	of	Europe,	all	of	the	top	countries	where	French	is	an	official	language	are	in	Africa.So,	if	you’re	trying	to	decide	between	learning	French	or	Spanish	for	practical	reasons,	location	is	probably	the	biggest	factor	you	should	consider.However,	you	may	also	choose	to	learn	one	or	the	other
for	cultural	reasons.	For	example,	if	you	really	enjoy	Spanish-language	movies	or	French	literature,	that	may	be	the	deciding	factor	for	determining	which	language	will	be	more	useful	to	you	personally.5	Reasons	Why	Neither	of	the	Languages	Are	Easier	to	LearnThey	both	have	sounds	that	are	difficult	for	English	speakersBoth	languages	have
gendered	nouns	that	affect	adjectives,	articles,	and	pronounsSpanish	and	French	both	use	prepositions	very	differently	than	EnglishThere	are	confusing	pairs	of	words	with	the	same	meanings	in	both	languagesBoth	Spanish	and	French	have	way	more	tenses	and	verb	conjugations	than	EnglishHopefully,	you	now	have	a	better	understanding	of	why
neither	French	or	Spanish	is	easier	to	learn.	The	fact	of	the	matter	is	that	they	share	many	similarities,	and	are	equally	different	from	English,	so	you	can	learn	either	one	as	a	second	language	with	relatively	the	same	difficulty.Can	you	learn	Spanish	and	French	at	the	same	time?	Absolutely	-	and	it	might	be	easier	than	you	think!	These	languages
share	about	75%	of	their	vocabulary	thanks	to	their	Latin	roots,	which	means	learning	words	like	"important"	(importante	in	Spanish,	important	in	French)	gives	you	a	two-for-one	deal.	With	a	streaming	service	like	Lingopie,	you	can	dive	into	authentic	Spanish	telenovelas	one	day	and	binge	French	cinema	the	next,	making	the	learning	process	not
just	doable	but	actually	fun.Want	to	tackle	both	languages	successfully?	Here's	your	game	plan:Start	with	one	language	for	2-3	months	to	build	a	foundationUse	separate	learning	tools	-	different	Lingopie	playlists	for	each	languageSchedule	distinct	study	times	(maybe	Spanish	mornings,	French	evenings)Keep	separate	notebooks	or	digital	notes	for
each	languagePractice	speaking	on	different	days	to	avoid	mixing	them	upGive	yourself	daily	goals:	an	hour	per	language	is	a	good	targetRemember	to	cut	yourself	some	slack	-	yes,	progress	might	be	a	tad	slower	than	focusing	on	just	one	language,	but	hey,	you're	learning	two	languages	instead	of	one.	That's	pretty	impressive	in	anyone's	book!What
Is	the	Best	Way	to	Learn	either	French	or	Spanish?The	best	way	to	Learn	Spanish	or	learn	French		can	vary	greatly	depending	on	your	style	of	learning	and	personal	preferences.	But	we	do	think	that	one	of	the	most	effective	ways	for	anyone	to	learn	a	new	language	is	by	watching	TV	shows	and	movies	in	that	language.Wait,	you	can	learn	a	language
by	watching	TV?!	Absolutely!Absorbing	information	from	TV	and	movies	is	one	of	the	ways	we	learn	our	native	languages	so	fast	growing	up,	so	it	stands	to	reason	that	you	can	do	the	same	to	learn	a	second	language.Lingopie:	Making	French	or	Spanish	Easier	to	LearnOn	Lingopie,	we	have	thousands	of	hours	of	excellent	international	television	in
both	French	and	Spanish,	so	you	can	binge	on	great	series	while	you	learn	along	the	way.Whether	you’re	just	starting	out	or	have	been	learning	Spanish	or	French	for	a	while,	you	can	choose	from	your	favorite	shows,	including	netflix	ones,	for	all	ages	to	match	your	level	in	either	language.Every	show	is	streamed	with	subtitles	in	its	native	language,
and	every	word,	phrase,	or	bit	of	slang	is	clickable,	giving	you	real-time	translations	of	vocabulary	you	don’t	understand.You	can	also	choose	to	follow	along	with	English	subtitles	or	slow	down	the	playback	speed	to	make	sure	you	catch	everything.When	you	finish	an	episode,	you	can	instantly	review	everything	you	just	learned	with	built-in	flashcards
and	word	lists.So,	what	are	you	waiting	for	to	give	Lingopie	a	try	today?	Signing	up	is	totally	risk	free.	You	can	start	a	free	trial	and	cancel	your	subscription	at	any	time	if	you	decide	Lingopie	isn’t	for	you	—	though	we’re	sure	that	won’t	be	the	case!FAQs:	French	vs.	Spanish	–	Which	Language	Should	You	Learn?Is	French	or	Spanish	more	useful?The
usefulness	of	French	or	Spanish	depends	on	one's	individual	goals	and	geographical	interests.	For	business	and	travel	in	Latin	America,	Spanish	is	more	advantageous.	However,	French	is	spoken	in	various	parts	of	Africa,	Canada,	and	some	Pacific	islands.	Both	languages	are	global	and	have	their	own	areas	of	influence.Is	French	or	Spanish	easier	to
learn	in	high	school?The	difficulty	of	learning	a	language	varies	from	person	to	person.	Some	may	find	Spanish	pronunciation	and	regular	verbs	easier,	while	others	might	find	French	grammar	more	straightforward.	High	schools	typically	offer	comprehensive	programs	for	both	languages,	so	the	learning	experience	often	depends	on	the	individual
student	and	teaching	methods.Should	my	child	learn	French	or	Spanish?This	decision	depends	on	your	child's	interests	and	future	aspirations.	If	they're	keen	on	traveling	or	working	in	Latin	America,	Spanish	would	be	ideal.	However,	if	they're	interested	in	regions	like	Africa	or	Canada	or	even	some	international	organizations,	French	might	be	the
better	option.	It's	essential	to	understand	your	child's	preferences	and	future	goals.Is	French	or	Spanish	more	useful	in	Europe?In	Europe,	French	is	an	official	language	in	France,	Belgium,	Luxembourg,	and	Switzerland,	making	it	widely	spoken.	Spanish	is	mainly	spoken	in	Spain.	For	broader	communication	within	Europe,	French	may	have	a	slight
edge,	but	both	languages	are	highly	respected	and	useful,	especially	in	business	and	tourism	contexts.What's	the	best	way	to	learn	French	or	Spanish	effectively?Watching	TV	shows	and	movies	in	Spanish	or	French	can	be	highly	effective.	Platforms	like	Lingopie	offer	series	in	both	languages	with	clickable	subtitles	for	real-time	translations,	aiding	in
the	learning	process.It's	important	to	note	that	both	languages	have	their	own	unique	charm	and	advantages.	The	best	decision	often	aligns	with	personal	interests,	goals,	and	geographical	considerations.Related:Summing	UpIn	the	vibrant	debate	between	learning	French	and	Spanish,	both	languages	emerge	with	their	own	set	of	advantages,
challenges,	and	cultural	richness.	While	some	believe	Spanish's	phonetic	nature	makes	it	easier	to	grasp,	French	offers	its	own	unique	charm	and	straightforwardness	in	conversational	fluency.	The	lexical	similarities	between	the	two,	rooted	in	their	shared	Romance	language	heritage,	create	a	fascinating	linguistic	bridge.	Whether	you're	inclined
towards	the	rhythm	of	Spanish	or	the	melody	of	French,	the	choice	ultimately	hinges	on	personal	interests,	geographical	considerations,	and	individual	learning	experiences.	Dive	into	either	language,	and	you're	set	to	embark	on	a	rewarding	linguistic	journey,	unlocking	new	cultural	doors	and	perspectives.	Which	language	should	you	learn?	That’s
not	always	a	straightforward	question	to	answer.	If	you’re	not	already	settled	on	a	specific	language	due	to	your	heritage,	your	field	of	study,	or	perhaps	various	relocation	or	career-related	needs,	then	you	might	simply	be	looking	to	broaden	your	world,	exercise	your	mind	or	add	a	useful	skill	to	your	resume.	For	many	native	English	speakers,	the
most	obvious	choice	usually	boils	down	to	a	dilemma	of	French	vs	Spanish.	These	are	two	of	the	most	widely	spoken	languages	in	the	world,	and	they	also	happen	to	be	two	of	the	most	accessible	languages	for	English	speakers	to	learn	—	both	in	terms	of	how	easy	they	are,	and	in	terms	of	how	many	available	resources	there	are	to	learn	with.	In	other
words,	these	are	both	languages	where	you’ll	get	a	lot	of	bang	for	your	buck,	time	and	effort-wise.	So	how	do	you	decide?	French	Vs	Spanish	How	similar	are	French	and	Spanish?	French	and	Spanish	are	relatively	similar	on	the	scale	where	you	might	be	comparing,	say,	Japanese	to	Turkish.	They’re	both	Romance	languages,	which	come	from	Latin,
and	they	share	a	lot	of	cognates	(words	that	sound	similar	and	usually	have	a	common	ancestor).	Their	grammatical	syntax	is	also	very	similar,	and	learners	of	one	language	generally	find	it	intuitive	to	switch	to	the	other	when	it	comes	to	things	like	prepositions	and	conjugations.	To	some	extent,	learning	one	Romance	language	does	give	you	an
easier	entry	into	the	others.	Within	the	Romance	family,	however,	Spanish	and	French	aren’t	the	closest	cousins.	Linguists	Alina	Maria	Ciobanu	and	Liviu	P.	Dinu	of	the	University	of	Bucharest	attempted	to	measure	the	mutual	intelligibility	of	Romance	languages,	taking	into	account	etymology,	cognates	and	orthographic	distances	(a	measurement	of
how	similar	or	dissimilar	words	are	based	on	spelling,	usage	and	a	host	of	other	factors).	Overall,	Romanian	was	the	least	similar	to	the	other	Romance	languages,	but	Spanish	and	French	are	not	as	close	as,	say,	Spanish	and	Portuguese,	which	shared	the	most	similarities.	Ethnologue	also	came	up	with	lexical	similarity	coefficients	for	each	of	the
Romance	tongues,	or	quantifiable	percentages	that	tell	you	how	similar	the	languages	are.	Spanish	and	French	are	75	percent	similar	according	to	this	rubric,	but	that’s	on	the	low	side	when	you	consider	that	Spanish	and	Romanian	are	71	percent	similar,	compared	to	an	89	percent	similarity	between	Spanish	and	Portuguese,	and	89	percent	for
French	and	Italian.	What	are	some	of	the	key	differences	between	French	and	Spanish?	Where	French	and	Spanish	diverge	is	namely	in	the	external	linguistic	influences	they	mingled	with	historically,	as	well	as	in	their	pronunciation.	A	lot	of	French	vocabulary	is	similar	to	that	of	German	and	English,	which	makes	sense	when	you	consider	that
France	and	Germany	share	a	border.	This	goes	both	ways.	Both	German	and	English	have	a	large	number	of	French	loanwords.	Meanwhile,	Spanish	has	a	bit	more	of	an	Arabic	influence	that	dates	back	to	the	Moorish	invasion	of	the	Iberian	peninsula	in	711.	Roughly	4,000	modern	Spanish	words	come	from	Arabic,	making	it	the	second	most
important	influence	on	Spanish	after	Latin.	Finally,	it	doesn’t	take	a	linguist	to	notice	that	these	two	languages	sound	very	different.	And	when	it	comes	to	your	experiences	as	a	student,	you’ll	definitely	noice	that	Spanish	is	phonetic	—	in	other	words,	what	you	see	is	what	you	get	—	whereas	French	pronunciation	is	much	less	straightforward.	With
French,	roughly	half	of	what	you	see	is	not	what	you	get	(or	ever	hear).	Which	language	is	easier	to	learn?	Well,	it	depends	on	your	native	language,	and	perhaps	which	languages	you’re	more	frequently	exposed	to.	If	you’re	in	the	United	States,	it’s	probably	easier	to	learn	Spanish	because	you’re	likely	to	have	more	exposure	to	the	language.	Both
languages	come	with	their	obstacles	for	English	speakers.	For	instance,	you	won’t	get	around	learning	grammatical	gender	with	either.	With	Spanish,	the	subjunctive	mood	tends	to	be	difficult	for	English	speakers	to	wrap	their	minds	around.	With	French,	adjectives	can	be	tough	because	we’re	used	to	them	going	in	a	certain	word	order	in	English.
Babbel	actually	ranked	the	easiest	languages	for	English	speakers	to	learn	though,	and	technically,	Spanish	is	higher	on	that	list	than	French	(Spanish	came	in	third,	versus	eighth	for	French).	This	is	mostly	thanks	to	Spanish’s	easier	pronunciation.	Which	language	is	more	useful	to	know?	Again,	this	is	one	of	those	questions	that	largely	depends.
There’s	really	no	way	to	boil	down	“usefulness”	of	a	language	because	that	depends	on	who	you	are	and	what	you	plan	to	do.	French	and	Spanish	are	both	widely	spoken	languages	that	will	unlock	your	ability	to	converse	with	millions	of	people	and	travel	through	multiple	countries	around	the	world.	Technically,	there	are	about	twice	as	many	total
Spanish	speakers	as	French	speakers	in	the	world	(543	million	versus	267	million),	but	whether	one	is	more	useful	to	learn	largely	depends	on	where	in	the	world	you	are.	Spanish	will	unlock	most	of	Latin	America	to	you	(and	Spain,	obviously),	whereas	French	will	give	you	an	in	to	many	African	countries,	plus	France,	Belgium,	Canada	and	Haiti.	If
you’re	learning	to	boost	your	career	prospects,	Spanish	and	French	are	both	very	useful	business	languages	to	know.	Whereas	Spanish	is	more	widely	spoken	(for	now	—	the	African	continent’s	rising	population	could	boost	global	French-speaking	numbers	to	over	700	million	by	2050),	French	is	also	an	important	language	in	international	diplomacy,
travel,	tourism	and	hospitality.	Ultimately,	either	of	these	languages	can	give	you	a	leg	up	in	any	number	of	aspects	of	your	life.	Which	language	should	you	learn?	That’s	not	always	a	straightforward	question	to	answer.	If	you’re	not	already	settled	on	a	specific	language	due	to	your	heritage,	your	field	of	study,	or	perhaps	various	relocation	or	career-
related	needs,	then	you	might	simply	be	looking	to	broaden	your	world,	exercise	your	mind	or	add	a	useful	skill	to	your	resume.	For	many	native	English	speakers,	the	most	obvious	choice	usually	boils	down	to	a	dilemma	of	French	vs	Spanish.	These	are	two	of	the	most	widely	spoken	languages	in	the	world,	and	they	also	happen	to	be	two	of	the	most
accessible	languages	for	English	speakers	to	learn	—	both	in	terms	of	how	easy	they	are,	and	in	terms	of	how	many	available	resources	there	are	to	learn	with.	In	other	words,	these	are	both	languages	where	you’ll	get	a	lot	of	bang	for	your	buck,	time	and	effort-wise.	So	how	do	you	decide?	French	Vs	Spanish	How	similar	are	French	and	Spanish?
French	and	Spanish	are	relatively	similar	on	the	scale	where	you	might	be	comparing,	say,	Japanese	to	Turkish.	They’re	both	Romance	languages,	which	come	from	Latin,	and	they	share	a	lot	of	cognates	(words	that	sound	similar	and	usually	have	a	common	ancestor).	Their	grammatical	syntax	is	also	very	similar,	and	learners	of	one	language
generally	find	it	intuitive	to	switch	to	the	other	when	it	comes	to	things	like	prepositions	and	conjugations.	To	some	extent,	learning	one	Romance	language	does	give	you	an	easier	entry	into	the	others.	Within	the	Romance	family,	however,	Spanish	and	French	aren’t	the	closest	cousins.	Linguists	Alina	Maria	Ciobanu	and	Liviu	P.	Dinu	of	the
University	of	Bucharest	attempted	to	measure	the	mutual	intelligibility	of	Romance	languages,	taking	into	account	etymology,	cognates	and	orthographic	distances	(a	measurement	of	how	similar	or	dissimilar	words	are	based	on	spelling,	usage	and	a	host	of	other	factors).	Overall,	Romanian	was	the	least	similar	to	the	other	Romance	languages,	but
Spanish	and	French	are	not	as	close	as,	say,	Spanish	and	Portuguese,	which	shared	the	most	similarities.	Ethnologue	also	came	up	with	lexical	similarity	coefficients	for	each	of	the	Romance	tongues,	or	quantifiable	percentages	that	tell	you	how	similar	the	languages	are.	Spanish	and	French	are	75	percent	similar	according	to	this	rubric,	but	that’s
on	the	low	side	when	you	consider	that	Spanish	and	Romanian	are	71	percent	similar,	compared	to	an	89	percent	similarity	between	Spanish	and	Portuguese,	and	89	percent	for	French	and	Italian.	What	are	some	of	the	key	differences	between	French	and	Spanish?	Where	French	and	Spanish	diverge	is	namely	in	the	external	linguistic	influences	they
mingled	with	historically,	as	well	as	in	their	pronunciation.	A	lot	of	French	vocabulary	is	similar	to	that	of	German	and	English,	which	makes	sense	when	you	consider	that	France	and	Germany	share	a	border.	This	goes	both	ways.	Both	German	and	English	have	a	large	number	of	French	loanwords.	Meanwhile,	Spanish	has	a	bit	more	of	an	Arabic
influence	that	dates	back	to	the	Moorish	invasion	of	the	Iberian	peninsula	in	711.	Roughly	4,000	modern	Spanish	words	come	from	Arabic,	making	it	the	second	most	important	influence	on	Spanish	after	Latin.	Finally,	it	doesn’t	take	a	linguist	to	notice	that	these	two	languages	sound	very	different.	And	when	it	comes	to	your	experiences	as	a	student,
you’ll	definitely	noice	that	Spanish	is	phonetic	—	in	other	words,	what	you	see	is	what	you	get	—	whereas	French	pronunciation	is	much	less	straightforward.	With	French,	roughly	half	of	what	you	see	is	not	what	you	get	(or	ever	hear).	Which	language	is	easier	to	learn?	Well,	it	depends	on	your	native	language,	and	perhaps	which	languages	you’re
more	frequently	exposed	to.	If	you’re	in	the	United	States,	it’s	probably	easier	to	learn	Spanish	because	you’re	likely	to	have	more	exposure	to	the	language.	Both	languages	come	with	their	obstacles	for	English	speakers.	For	instance,	you	won’t	get	around	learning	grammatical	gender	with	either.	With	Spanish,	the	subjunctive	mood	tends	to	be
difficult	for	English	speakers	to	wrap	their	minds	around.	With	French,	adjectives	can	be	tough	because	we’re	used	to	them	going	in	a	certain	word	order	in	English.	Babbel	actually	ranked	the	easiest	languages	for	English	speakers	to	learn	though,	and	technically,	Spanish	is	higher	on	that	list	than	French	(Spanish	came	in	third,	versus	eighth	for
French).	This	is	mostly	thanks	to	Spanish’s	easier	pronunciation.	Which	language	is	more	useful	to	know?	Again,	this	is	one	of	those	questions	that	largely	depends.	There’s	really	no	way	to	boil	down	“usefulness”	of	a	language	because	that	depends	on	who	you	are	and	what	you	plan	to	do.	French	and	Spanish	are	both	widely	spoken	languages	that
will	unlock	your	ability	to	converse	with	millions	of	people	and	travel	through	multiple	countries	around	the	world.	Technically,	there	are	about	twice	as	many	total	Spanish	speakers	as	French	speakers	in	the	world	(543	million	versus	267	million),	but	whether	one	is	more	useful	to	learn	largely	depends	on	where	in	the	world	you	are.	Spanish	will
unlock	most	of	Latin	America	to	you	(and	Spain,	obviously),	whereas	French	will	give	you	an	in	to	many	African	countries,	plus	France,	Belgium,	Canada	and	Haiti.	If	you’re	learning	to	boost	your	career	prospects,	Spanish	and	French	are	both	very	useful	business	languages	to	know.	Whereas	Spanish	is	more	widely	spoken	(for	now	—	the	African
continent’s	rising	population	could	boost	global	French-speaking	numbers	to	over	700	million	by	2050),	French	is	also	an	important	language	in	international	diplomacy,	travel,	tourism	and	hospitality.	Ultimately,	either	of	these	languages	can	give	you	a	leg	up	in	any	number	of	aspects	of	your	life.	Which	language	should	you	learn?	That’s	not	always	a
straightforward	question	to	answer.	If	you’re	not	already	settled	on	a	specific	language	due	to	your	heritage,	your	field	of	study,	or	perhaps	various	relocation	or	career-related	needs,	then	you	might	simply	be	looking	to	broaden	your	world,	exercise	your	mind	or	add	a	useful	skill	to	your	resume.	For	many	native	English	speakers,	the	most	obvious
choice	usually	boils	down	to	a	dilemma	of	French	vs	Spanish.	These	are	two	of	the	most	widely	spoken	languages	in	the	world,	and	they	also	happen	to	be	two	of	the	most	accessible	languages	for	English	speakers	to	learn	—	both	in	terms	of	how	easy	they	are,	and	in	terms	of	how	many	available	resources	there	are	to	learn	with.	In	other	words,	these
are	both	languages	where	you’ll	get	a	lot	of	bang	for	your	buck,	time	and	effort-wise.	So	how	do	you	decide?	French	Vs	Spanish	How	similar	are	French	and	Spanish?	French	and	Spanish	are	relatively	similar	on	the	scale	where	you	might	be	comparing,	say,	Japanese	to	Turkish.	They’re	both	Romance	languages,	which	come	from	Latin,	and	they	share
a	lot	of	cognates	(words	that	sound	similar	and	usually	have	a	common	ancestor).	Their	grammatical	syntax	is	also	very	similar,	and	learners	of	one	language	generally	find	it	intuitive	to	switch	to	the	other	when	it	comes	to	things	like	prepositions	and	conjugations.	To	some	extent,	learning	one	Romance	language	does	give	you	an	easier	entry	into	the
others.	Within	the	Romance	family,	however,	Spanish	and	French	aren’t	the	closest	cousins.	Linguists	Alina	Maria	Ciobanu	and	Liviu	P.	Dinu	of	the	University	of	Bucharest	attempted	to	measure	the	mutual	intelligibility	of	Romance	languages,	taking	into	account	etymology,	cognates	and	orthographic	distances	(a	measurement	of	how	similar	or
dissimilar	words	are	based	on	spelling,	usage	and	a	host	of	other	factors).	Overall,	Romanian	was	the	least	similar	to	the	other	Romance	languages,	but	Spanish	and	French	are	not	as	close	as,	say,	Spanish	and	Portuguese,	which	shared	the	most	similarities.	Ethnologue	also	came	up	with	lexical	similarity	coefficients	for	each	of	the	Romance	tongues,
or	quantifiable	percentages	that	tell	you	how	similar	the	languages	are.	Spanish	and	French	are	75	percent	similar	according	to	this	rubric,	but	that’s	on	the	low	side	when	you	consider	that	Spanish	and	Romanian	are	71	percent	similar,	compared	to	an	89	percent	similarity	between	Spanish	and	Portuguese,	and	89	percent	for	French	and	Italian.
What	are	some	of	the	key	differences	between	French	and	Spanish?	Where	French	and	Spanish	diverge	is	namely	in	the	external	linguistic	influences	they	mingled	with	historically,	as	well	as	in	their	pronunciation.	A	lot	of	French	vocabulary	is	similar	to	that	of	German	and	English,	which	makes	sense	when	you	consider	that	France	and	Germany
share	a	border.	This	goes	both	ways.	Both	German	and	English	have	a	large	number	of	French	loanwords.	Meanwhile,	Spanish	has	a	bit	more	of	an	Arabic	influence	that	dates	back	to	the	Moorish	invasion	of	the	Iberian	peninsula	in	711.	Roughly	4,000	modern	Spanish	words	come	from	Arabic,	making	it	the	second	most	important	influence	on
Spanish	after	Latin.	Finally,	it	doesn’t	take	a	linguist	to	notice	that	these	two	languages	sound	very	different.	And	when	it	comes	to	your	experiences	as	a	student,	you’ll	definitely	noice	that	Spanish	is	phonetic	—	in	other	words,	what	you	see	is	what	you	get	—	whereas	French	pronunciation	is	much	less	straightforward.	With	French,	roughly	half	of
what	you	see	is	not	what	you	get	(or	ever	hear).	Which	language	is	easier	to	learn?	Well,	it	depends	on	your	native	language,	and	perhaps	which	languages	you’re	more	frequently	exposed	to.	If	you’re	in	the	United	States,	it’s	probably	easier	to	learn	Spanish	because	you’re	likely	to	have	more	exposure	to	the	language.	Both	languages	come	with	their
obstacles	for	English	speakers.	For	instance,	you	won’t	get	around	learning	grammatical	gender	with	either.	With	Spanish,	the	subjunctive	mood	tends	to	be	difficult	for	English	speakers	to	wrap	their	minds	around.	With	French,	adjectives	can	be	tough	because	we’re	used	to	them	going	in	a	certain	word	order	in	English.	Babbel	actually	ranked	the
easiest	languages	for	English	speakers	to	learn	though,	and	technically,	Spanish	is	higher	on	that	list	than	French	(Spanish	came	in	third,	versus	eighth	for	French).	This	is	mostly	thanks	to	Spanish’s	easier	pronunciation.	Which	language	is	more	useful	to	know?	Again,	this	is	one	of	those	questions	that	largely	depends.	There’s	really	no	way	to	boil
down	“usefulness”	of	a	language	because	that	depends	on	who	you	are	and	what	you	plan	to	do.	French	and	Spanish	are	both	widely	spoken	languages	that	will	unlock	your	ability	to	converse	with	millions	of	people	and	travel	through	multiple	countries	around	the	world.	Technically,	there	are	about	twice	as	many	total	Spanish	speakers	as	French
speakers	in	the	world	(543	million	versus	267	million),	but	whether	one	is	more	useful	to	learn	largely	depends	on	where	in	the	world	you	are.	Spanish	will	unlock	most	of	Latin	America	to	you	(and	Spain,	obviously),	whereas	French	will	give	you	an	in	to	many	African	countries,	plus	France,	Belgium,	Canada	and	Haiti.	If	you’re	learning	to	boost	your
career	prospects,	Spanish	and	French	are	both	very	useful	business	languages	to	know.	Whereas	Spanish	is	more	widely	spoken	(for	now	—	the	African	continent’s	rising	population	could	boost	global	French-speaking	numbers	to	over	700	million	by	2050),	French	is	also	an	important	language	in	international	diplomacy,	travel,	tourism	and
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