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Quarter tire test

Picture this: You’'re cruising down the highway, rain pelting down, windshield wipers swishing back and forth, when suddenly you see brake lights up ahead. You hit your brakes, but your car doesn’t stop as quickly as it should. Your heart leaps into your throat as you skid towards the vehicle in front of you.Scary, right? It might surprise you to learn
that the depth of your tire tread could be the difference between a close call and a fender bender. So, how can you tell if your tire tread is up to snuff? Grab a quarter and keep reading.How To Test Tire Tread Depth With A QuarterTo test tire tread with a quarter, insert it into the tire groove with Washington’s head pointing down.If the top of
Washington’s head is covered by the tread, you have at least 4/32" of tread depth left, which is considered safe.If you can see all of Washington’s head, your tread is less than 4/32”, and you should consider replacing your tires, especially if you frequently drive in inclement weather.In this article, we’ll cover the importance of tire tread depth and its
effect on your vehicle’s performance and safety. We’ll also walk you through how to check your tire’s tread depth using both a penny and a quarter, helping you understand which coin test is more effective. Plus, we’ll dive into the impact of tread depth on stopping distance, and discuss when it’s time to replace your tires.Let’s take a closer look.Penny
Test ChartAlright, grab a quarter from your coin jar, and let’s get to work. The quarter test is a quick, simple way to estimate your tire’s tread depth.Here’s how to do it:Take a quarter and hold it so you're looking at Washington’s head. That’s right, we’'re upgrading from Abe to George this time!Insert the quarter into one of the tire’s tread grooves
with Washington’s head pointing down.Check to see if the top of Washington’s head is covered by the tread. If it is, then you have at least 4/32” of tread depth left. If you can see all of Washington’s head, then your tread is less than 4/32”, and you should start considering getting new tires, especially if you drive in rain or snow.0Old Vs New Quarter -
Position Of The Top Of Washington’s Head Remains UnchangedWhat’s the difference between the tread depth of my current tires and new ones? New tires typically have a tread depth of around 10/32” to 11/32". So if you're doing the quarter test and finding that Washington’s head is just barely covered, your tires have worn down quite a bit from
when they were new. Remember, the lower your tread depth, the less capable your tires are at maintaining traction, especially in inclement weather.Tire Tread Depth ChartFirst and foremost, tire tread is all about keeping your vehicle grounded. Those grooves in your tires aren’t just for show. They’'re designed to maintain traction with the road. You
don’t want to be driving, especially in inclement weather, with slick tires.When it rains, the tread on your tires channels water away from the center of the tire to prevent your vehicle from hydroplaning. In the snow, the tread bites into the slippery surface, helping you to stay on course. Simply put, a good tread depth is the difference between
maintaining control of your vehicle and sliding around.We’ve all been there—pushing our tires just a little bit longer to save a buck. But did you know worn tires can significantly affect your stopping distance? Here’s a little science for you:With 2/32” tread depth (which is the minimum legal limit in many states), your stopping distance could be
doubled compared to new tires, especially on wet roads. That’s like missing a basketball hoop by twice the hoop’s height—kind of a big deal when safety is on the line!If your tires are at 4/32” tread depth, you're faring a bit better, but you’'re still not in the clear. Your stopping distance is notably longer than that of new tires, and you might find your
vehicle sliding in heavy rain or snow.Now, consider 10/32” tread depth. This is often the tread depth of new tires. With this depth, you’ll have maximum traction and the shortest stopping distance. That’s the sweet spot for tire performance and safety!As your tire’s tread wears down over time, your ability to maintain traction and stop promptly is
compromised.Test Results Via TireRack.comNow, let’s tackle the big question: When should you replace your tires?First off, there’s the legal minimum to consider. In many states, the minimum legal tread depth is 2/32". If your tires are worn down to this point, they’re considered legally worn out, and it’s time to replace them. However, as we’ve
discussed, the performance of your tires in inclement weather can start to deteriorate before they reach this point.That’s where the quarter test comes in. If all of Washington’s head is visible when you do the quarter test, it means your tread depth is less than 4/32". At this point, it’s a good idea to start considering new tires, especially if you
frequently drive in wet or snowy conditions. Remember, as your tire’s tread depth decreases, so does your vehicle’s ability to maintain traction and stop quickly.But tread depth isn’t the only thing to consider when determining whether to replace your tires. Other factors like tire age, damage (like punctures or bulges), or uneven wear can also mean
it’s time for a new set.For example, even if your tires have plenty of tread depth left, if they’re older than six years, they might need to be replaced. Why? Over time, the rubber in tires can harden and become brittle, reducing their ability to grip the road.Similarly, if your tires have any damage—like a puncture that can’t be safely repaired, a bulge, or
a large crack—it’s time to replace them, regardless of the tread depth.Where To Measure Tire Tread DepthBelow are some links you may find helpful when learning about tiresWe’ve covered a lot of ground in this article, but if there’s one thing we want you to take away, it’s this: the depth of your tire’s tread can significantly impact your vehicle’s
performance and safety, especially in wet weather. Regularly checking your tread depth isn’t just a good practice—it’s crucial to maintaining a safe ride.Remember, you can use a quarter to quickly check your tread depth, providing a timely warning of when it might be time to consider new tires. But don’t forget to also keep an eye out for any
damage or signs of aging. And when it’s time to replace your tires, don’t hesitate. The safety of you and your passengers could depend on it.Good luck and happy motoring.About The AuthorWill, the founder of TireGrades.com, is a tire expert and car enthusiast with roots in the industry dating back to his childhood next to the founder of Parrish Tire.
His expertise, honed through a consulting role with Discount Tire, encompasses developing training courses and strategic planning.Based in Charlotte, North Carolina—a hub for tire manufacturing and NASCAR—Will’s three-decade passion with all things on 4 wheels includes involvement in SCCA events and local car clubs. At TireGrades.com, he
dedicates himself to providing practical solutions and reliable information for common tire-related queries, helping vehicle owners make informed decisions. Explore this comprehensive guide on how to check tire tread with a quarter and gain valuable knowledge on tire safety and when to consider tire replacement. All drivers should comprehend the
significance of keeping their vehicle’s tires in impeccable shape. This is not merely about improving the vehicle’s performance but also a crucial safety consideration. One vital aspect of tire maintenance that often gets overlooked is tire tread depth. To help remedy that, we’ve crafted a comprehensive guide that will walk you through the process of
checking your tire tread with a quarter, a simple yet invaluable technique that can be the key to ensuring your safety on the road. Regular tire check-ups hold immense importance in your overall vehicle maintenance routine. A routine tire inspection allows you to keep a tab on wear and tear, maintain optimal tire pressure, and, most importantly,
measure the tread depth. Checking tires with a quarter - a simple DIY method. (Disclosure: This post contains affiliate links and images. I earn advertising/referral fees if you make a purchase by clicking them. There is no extra cost to you. See our full disclosure here. ) Checking tire tread with a quarter is an effective and simple method to monitor
your tire health. Insert a quarter into the tread grooves; if George Washington’s head is fully visible, it’s time for tire replacement. Regularly perform this test for optimal safety. Neglecting this simple yet crucial step can lead to reduced grip on the road, increased risk of tire blowouts, and diminished overall vehicle performance. This guide delves
into a meticulous exploration of tire tread, its significance, and the potential hazards of worn-out tires. Additionally, we’ll dive deep into the traditional penny test method and its limitations. The main highlight, however, will be the step-by-step guide on how to check your tire tread with a quarter, a method deemed more accurate than the penny test.
You'll also learn to interpret the results of the quarter test and know when it’s time for tire replacement. We’ll wrap up with additional tire maintenance tips and FAQs to enhance your understanding further. Buckle up as we set off on this informative ride. The tire tread is the portion of the tire that meets the road. It’s essentially the patterned rubber
on the tire’s circumference that has direct contact with the road surface. Tire treads are not just simple patterns but are intricately designed with specific channels, sipes, and blocks. These design elements vary depending on the type of tire (winter, summer, all-season) and have specific functions. The fundamental purpose of these designs is to offer
maximum traction, control, and stability, which are particularly crucial for safe driving. In addition, the tire tread improves handling and braking, reduces noise, and aids in dispersing water to prevent hydroplaning. Therefore, consistent monitoring of your tire tread is a critical aspect of routine vehicle upkeep. Tire tread depth, a component of the
overall tread, is of significant importance for a variety of reasons. Above all, it influences how your car interacts with diverse road surfaces and weather scenarios. It endows your vehicle with the required grip or traction to ensure it stays securely on the road, especially under challenging conditions such as rain, snow, or gravel. This grip is crucial in
preventing slippage or skidding, ensuring the safety of the vehicle and its occupants. Furthermore, the channels in the tread patterns are designed to direct water away from the tire-road contact zone, lessening the chances of hydroplaning. Lastly, the tire tread impacts overall tire performance, affecting fuel efficiency, noise levels, and comfort.
When the tread depth reduces significantly, all these parameters can be negatively affected, which underscores the importance of monitoring tread depth and maintaining proper tire care. Must check: What is the Minimum Tread Depth for Front Tires? Essential Facts Tire tread wear is the inevitable result of consistent tire usage. As the tire engages
with the road surface, a gradual wearing down of the rubber occurs, resulting in diminished tread depth. The tread’s design elements - its sipes, channels, and blocks -start to wear down, which directly impacts the tire’s overall performance. With significant tread wear, the tire’s capacity to provide essential traction and road grip diminishes, leading
to potentially unsafe driving conditions, particularly in damp or snowy weather. Hence, diligent monitoring of tread wear and understanding when tire replacement is needed is a vital part of vehicle maintenance. Detecting the signs of tire tread wear is vital in preventing potential vehicle issues or accidents. Here are five key indicators to look out for:
Reduced Traction: If you find your vehicle struggling to maintain a grip, especially in wet conditions, it could be due to tread wear. Hydroplaning: Experiencing hydroplaning, which is the loss of steering or braking due to a layer of water between the tires and the road, is a strong sign of tread wear. Visual Indicators: Check your tires visually. If the
tread seems smooth or bald, it’s a clear indication of excessive tread wear. Tread Wear Indicator Bars: Modern tires have built-in tread wear indicators—raised sections at the bottom of the tread grooves. If these are flush with the tread’s surface, it’s time for a replacement. Vibration or Noise: Unusual noise or vibration can also indicate uneven or
extreme tread wear. If you experience this, it’s best to have your tires professionally inspected. You might also like: Why Do New Car Tires Wear Out So Fast? An Expert’s Take Venturing out on the road with worn-out tires isn’t merely a risky proposition; it can also place you on the wrong side of legal stipulations. The degree of wear your tires have
endured can substantially alter your vehicle’s handling and performance, potentially transforming a routine drive into an unwelcome adventure. The perils of worn-out tires can be multi-fold, with one of the most prominent issues being decreased traction. As the tread depth diminishes, the tire loses its ability to grip the road effectively. This traction
loss complicates vehicle control for the driver, especially under wet circumstances. The risk of hydroplaning, where the tire skims over the water rather than dispersing it, increases exponentially. Hydroplaning can lead to a complete loss of steering and braking control, making it a significant hazard during rainy weather. As tires wear down, another
risk that escalates is that of punctures and blowouts. As the tire tread grows thinner and less robust, it becomes more vulnerable to harm from sharp objects and road debris. Even small pieces of glass or stones that would otherwise have been harmlessly deflected can penetrate the tire, leading to slow leaks, punctures, or in severe cases,
catastrophic blowouts. The implications of worn-out tires extend beyond the realm of safety. Legal considerations also play a role. Most regions have established laws that mandate a minimum tire tread depth. Driving with tires that do not meet this legal tread depth can result in fines and penalties. Furthermore, if an accident were to occur and your
tires were discovered to be beneath the legal limit, your insurance may not provide coverage for damages, leading to significant financial implications. Thus, routine tire inspections and timely replacements are not just about adhering to car safety guidelines; they’'re about compliance with the law and protection of your financial stability. You might
also like: Which Tires Wear Faster Front or Back? A Detailed Analysis While the penny test for checking tire tread depth is common knowledge among drivers, the quarter test, a slightly lesser-known method, has gained popularity recently for its superior accuracy. The quarter tire tread test offers a more reliable measure of tread depth, ensuring that
you have a better gauge of your tire’s health, thus making it an excellent tool for measuring tire tread. But what exactly is the tire tread quarter test? Simply put, it’s a technique where a U.S. quarter coin is used to evaluate the depth of your tire’s tread. The principle revolves around the distance from the coin’s rim to George Washington’s head,
which is approximately 4/32 of an inch. Why opt for a quarter when checking tire tread instead of the customary penny? The answer lies in the increased accuracy and timely warning it provides. The quarter tire tread test offers a benchmark tread depth of 4/32 of an inch, the point at which many experts suggest tire replacement. To perform the test,
you insert a quarter into several tread grooves across the tire with George Washington’s head facing downwards. If the tread touches George’s head, you have more than 4/32" of tread depth remaining. However, if you can see the top of Washington’s head, your tread is below 4/32”, and it’s time to start shopping for new tires. The definitive quarter
test for tire tread in action. This benchmark is especially relevant for winter driving conditions or for drivers who want a safety margin over the legally permissible limit, making the quarter test a timely indicator of when to replace tires. The quarter tire test is a straightforward and reliable method for determining whether your tires are due for
replacement. Here’s how to check tire tread with a quarter, broken down into easy-to-follow steps: Before you begin the quarter test, it’s crucial to ensure your tires are clean. Remove any dirt, mud, small stones, or other debris lodged in the tread grooves. These could obscure your view and lead to inaccurate results. Giving the tire a quick wipe-
down with a damp cloth should suffice for this step. The cleaner your tire, the easier it will be to identify the tread’s actual depth when you proceed with the test. Once your tire is clean and dry, it’s time to perform the quarter test. Take a U.S. quarter and place it into several tread grooves across the tire. Ensure that George Washington’s head on the
coin is pointing towards the tire (downwards). It’s important to check multiple points around each tire because tire wear may not be even across the entire surface. With the quarter inserted into the tread groove, check to see if the tread covers any part of Washington’s head. If the tread is touching or covering part of Washington’s head, this means
your tire still has an adequate amount of tread (more than 4/32"). If the top of Washington’s head is visible, your tire’s tread has worn down to 4/32” or less, indicating that it’s time to consider tire replacement. This visual assessment can provide you with a fairly accurate idea of whether or not your tires need replacing. After conducting the quarter
test, decoding the results is an equally important step. It’s crucial to understand what the findings say about your tire’s current state and how you should respond to ensure your safety and maintain your vehicle’s performance. When the tread covers the top of George Washington’s head on the quarter, it indicates you have more than 4/32” of tread
depth left. This finding is a sign that your tires are in good condition and don’t need immediate replacement. However, it should be noted that regular tire checks are a part of responsible vehicle maintenance, and thus, you should continue monitoring your tire’s tread depth routinely. Should George Washington’s head be only partially covered by the
tire tread, it’s a signal that your tires are nearing the end of their service life. This observation implies your tread depth is reaching the 4/32” mark, and it may be time to start planning for new tires. Even though replacement may not be immediately necessary, it’s prudent to monitor your tread depth more closely during this period. In the event that
all of George Washington’s head is visible, it’s a clear indicator that your tires have worn down significantly. Your tires are near or at the legal limit of tread depth, making them potentially unsafe, especially in adverse weather conditions. At this stage, it’s crucial to prioritize tire replacement. Continuing to drive with such worn-out tires could
significantly compromise your driving safety and may also put you in conflict with legal regulations regarding tire safety. For those of you who are visual learners, we've sourced an excellent video tutorial to further illustrate how to check tire tread with a quarter. The Ice Cold Garage provides a comprehensive guide on the quarter test for tire tread.
By watching this video, you’ll gain a clearer understanding of how to measure tire tread with a quarter and ensure your vehicle’s safety. Dive into this hands-on demonstration for practical insights into checking tires with a quarter. A step-by-step demonstration on how to check tire tread with a quarter. Do you know? What Causes Tires to Wear on
the Inside? Expert Insights Monitoring your tire tread depth is a crucial part of vehicle maintenance. But you may wonder, how often should you check your tire tread? As a general guideline, it’s recommended that you check your tire tread depth once a month and before long trips. This frequency allows you to spot potential tire wear early and take
appropriate action. So, what coin should you use to check tire tread depth? The answer is a quarter. It’s easily accessible, and checking tire tread with a quarter is quite simple. All you have to do is insert the quarter into the tread grooves, and if you can see the top of Washington’s head, your tires may soon need replacement. The quarter tire test
allows you to monitor tire wear regularly, ensuring safe driving and helping you plan for tire replacement before it becomes an emergency. The quarter tire test is a simple method of checking your tire tread depth. It is recommended to perform this test once a month and before long trips. If you can see the top of Washington’s head when the quarter
is inserted in the tire’s tread, it might be time to plan for tire replacement. You might also like: How Many Miles is a 600 Treadwear Rating? Beyond the handy quarter tire tread check, there are various methods available to ensure your tire tread is at a safe and legal depth. These include using a tire tread gauge, the Penny Test, and inspecting the
tread wear indicator bars. Each method offers its unique advantages, making it crucial to understand their application for comprehensive tire maintenance. While the quarter test is a quick and easy method, a tire tread gauge can offer a more accurate measure of your tire tread depth. This simple handheld device is designed specifically for this task,
providing precise measurements in both inches and millimeters. By inserting the probe into a tread groove and pressing the shoulders of the gauge flat against the tread block, you can read the tread depth on the gauge scale. Tire tread gauges (such as JACO TreadPro Tire Tread Depth Gauge and Steelman Digital Tire Tread Depth Gauge) are
affordable and easily available, making them a useful addition to your automobile maintenance kit. Another commonly recommended method for checking tire tread depth is the Penny Test, which works similarly to the Quarter Test. This test involves placing a penny into the tire groove with Lincoln’s head upside down and facing you. If you can see
the top of Lincoln’s head, it indicates that the tire tread depth is 2/32” or less - a clear sign that your tires need replacing. Given that pennies are easily available, the Penny Test offers a cost-effective and straightforward method for drivers to ensure their tires maintain the legal tread depth required for safe driving. Many contemporary tires come
with built-in tread wear indicators, providing a clear visual signal when tire replacement is due. These are small raised bars - usually six or more per tire - built right into the grooves of your tire. As your tire tread wears down, these bars become more visible, eventually becoming flush with the tire’s tread when it reaches 2/32” of an inch. By
observing the prominence of these wear bars, drivers can determine when their tires have worn down to the point that necessitates tire replacement. A further method for assessing tire tread depth involves using a depth gauge tool. As a more professional tool, the depth gauge offers a highly accurate reading of your tire tread depth. This procedure
requires inserting a rod into the groove of the tire tread and gauging the distance from the tire’s surface to the base of the groove. The depth gauge is a reliable tool that gives precise measurements, often used by professional mechanics during a tire inspection. By having a depth gauge in your vehicle maintenance kit, you can ensure regular and
accurate tread checks. Must check: How Many Miles is a 500 Treadwear Rating? While the quarter test is a vital instrument in your tire maintenance toolbox, it should not be the only measure taken to ensure tire longevity. Regular tire maintenance goes beyond just monitoring tread depth, and it can significantly extend your tires’ lifespan while
ensuring a safer driving experience. Let’s explore some additional tire care tips to augment your maintenance routine: Regular tire rotation is among the simplest methods to extend tire lifespan and ensure even tire wear. Usually, tires should be rotated every 5,000 to 7,000 miles, although the exact interval may depend on your vehicle’s
specifications and your driving patterns. Regular rotation can prevent uneven wear patterns, improving your vehicle’s handling and increasing tire longevity. Another fundamental aspect of tire maintenance is ensuring your tires are inflated to the manufacturer’s recommended PSI (pounds per square inch). Tires that are either underinflated or
overinflated can cause premature wear and a reduction in fuel efficiency and are even at risk for tire blowouts. It’s, therefore, crucial to check your tire pressure regularly, ideally once a month and always before setting out on a long journey. Along with checking tire tread depth and inflation, conducting a visual inspection of your tires for visible
damage is essential. Look for cuts, punctures, bulges, or other irregularities that could compromise your tire’s integrity and safety. If any damage is found, it’s crucial to have your tires checked by a professional promptly, as this could avert potential tire failure while on the road. Regularly performing this simple check could save you from unexpected
breakdowns and costly repairs. Even if a tire isn’t frequently used or appears in good condition, it’s crucial to consider its age. Tires, like various other vehicle components, wear down progressively over time. It’s typically recommended that tires should be replaced every six years, regardless of their visual condition. Regularly checking the production
date of your tires, usually indicated by a four-digit code on the sidewall, will ensure that you're not driving on tires that are past their prime, promoting a safer driving experience. You might also like: Which Type of Tire Has the Most Stable Footprint? The DIY spirit has always driven car enthusiasts to discover innovative ways to ensure vehicle safety.
Using a quarter to check tire tread depth is a popular, gauge-free method that many adopt. If you'’re wondering about the quarter test for tire tread or curious about how to measure tire tread with a quarter, you're in the right place. This frequently asked questions section answers these questions, helping you understand checking tires with a quarter
in simple steps and ensuring your tires are always in top condition. Generally speaking, it’s advisable to examine your tire tread approximately once a month or prior to embarking on a long journey. However, if you perceive alterations in your vehicle’s maneuverability or if you often traverse rough terrains, it may be beneficial to assess your tread
depth more frequently. The 4/32" tread depth is a widely accepted threshold for tire safety. At or below this depth; tires may not perform well in adverse weather conditions. For example, tires with less than 4/32" tread are more likely to hydroplane on wet surfaces, which can lead to loss of vehicle control. Yes, you can use coins other than a quarter
to check tire tread depth. The penny is another popular choice, with the top of Lincoln’s head indicating a tread depth of 2/32”. However, the choice of a coin will depend on the tread depth you are checking against. Remember, different coins will offer different measurement references, and it’s important to know the exact measurements of the coin
used to accurately interpret the results. If the quarter test for tire tread shows that your tread is low, it is advisable to get your tires inspected by a professional as soon as possible. They can verify whether the tires necessitate replacement or if they can still be utilized safely. Yes, tire tread depth can vary across a tire due to uneven wear. This can be
caused by misalignment, tire imbalance, or suspension issues. If you observe irregular wear, it’s crucial to have your vehicle assessed to identify and rectify the root cause of the problem. Yes, the quarter tire tread test can be used for tires of all sizes as it measures tread depth, which is not related to the tire’s size. Whether you’re inspecting a
compact car’s tire or a large SUV’s tire, the quarter tire test can provide a useful indicator of tread depth. However, always remember to check multiple points around each tire, as wear may not be evenly distributed. As long as the tread depth is consistent, the quarter test remains a reliable method for all tire sizes. While tire tread depth is a critical
aspect of tire health, it isn’t the only indicator. Other important factors include tire age, tire pressure, and visual signs of damage, such as cuts, punctures, or bulges. Alignment and balancing also play a crucial role in tire health. Therefore, a comprehensive approach to tire maintenance should involve regular inspections for these conditions, along
with tire tread depth checks to ensure your tires are in optimal condition for safe and efficient driving. Yes, the quarter test can be used to check the tread depth on any tire, including winter and SUV tires. However, these types of tires often start with more tread depth for enhanced grip, especially in challenging conditions. Therefore, even if they
pass the quarter test for tires, they might still be nearing the end of their safe usability. Therefore, knowing the initial tread depth of these tires can provide a more accurate assessment. Maintaining your tires in optimal condition is not simply a routine part of car upkeep; it’s a fundamental element of ensuring road safety. Knowing how to check tire
tread with a quarter is a simple yet effective tool every driver should master. It allows for an immediate, at-home assessment of your tire’s state, letting you know when professional help might be needed. This kind of do-it-yourself car maintenance, along with regular expert inspections, can dramatically enhance your vehicle’s safety and performance,
offering you peace of mind during your journeys. Always remember, maintaining your vehicle in prime condition does more than just provide a seamless and comfortable journey. It plays a crucial role in the broader scope of road safety, helping to make every journey safer for all who share the road. You could find these topics intriguing: Picture this:
You're cruising down the highway, rain pelting down, windshield wipers swishing back and forth, when suddenly you see brake lights up ahead. You hit your brakes, but your car doesn’t stop as quickly as it should. Your heart leaps into your throat as you skid towards the vehicle in front of you.Scary, right? It might surprise you to learn that the depth
of your tire tread could be the difference between a close call and a fender bender. So, how can you tell if your tire tread is up to snuff? Grab a quarter and keep reading.How To Test Tire Tread Depth With A QuarterTo test tire tread with a quarter, insert it into the tire groove with Washington’s head pointing down.If the top of Washington’s head is
covered by the tread, you have at least 4/32” of tread depth left, which is considered safe.If you can see all of Washington’s head, your tread is less than 4/32”, and you should consider replacing your tires, especially if you frequently drive in inclement weather.In this article, we’ll cover the importance of tire tread depth and its effect on your vehicle’s
performance and safety. We’ll also walk you through how to check your tire’s tread depth using both a penny and a quarter, helping you understand which coin test is more effective. Plus, we’ll dive into the impact of tread depth on stopping distance, and discuss when it’s time to replace your tires.Let’s take a closer look.Penny Test ChartAlright, grab
a quarter from your coin jar, and let’s get to work. The quarter test is a quick, simple way to estimate your tire’s tread depth.Here’s how to do it:Take a quarter and hold it so you’'re looking at Washington’s head. That’s right, we’re upgrading from Abe to George this time!Insert the quarter into one of the tire’s tread grooves with Washington’s head
pointing down.Check to see if the top of Washington’s head is covered by the tread. If it is, then you have at least 4/32” of tread depth left. If you can see all of Washington’s head, then your tread is less than 4/32", and you should start considering getting new tires, especially if you drive in rain or snow.Old Vs New Quarter - Position Of The Top Of
Washington’s Head Remains UnchangedWhat’s the difference between the tread depth of my current tires and new ones? New tires typically have a tread depth of around 10/32” to 11/32". So if you’re doing the quarter test and finding that Washington’s head is just barely covered, your tires have worn down quite a bit from when they were new.
Remember, the lower your tread depth, the less capable your tires are at maintaining traction, especially in inclement weather.Tire Tread Depth ChartFirst and foremost, tire tread is all about keeping your vehicle grounded. Those grooves in your tires aren’t just for show. They’re designed to maintain traction with the road. You don’t want to be
driving, especially in inclement weather, with slick tires.When it rains, the tread on your tires channels water away from the center of the tire to prevent your vehicle from hydroplaning. In the snow, the tread bites into the slippery surface, helping you to stay on course. Simply put, a good tread depth is the difference between maintaining control of
your vehicle and sliding around.We’ve all been there—pushing our tires just a little bit longer to save a buck. But did you know worn tires can significantly affect your stopping distance? Here's a little science for you:With 2/32” tread depth (which is the minimum legal limit in many states), your stopping distance could be doubled compared to new
tires, especially on wet roads. That’s like missing a basketball hoop by twice the hoop’s height—kind of a big deal when safety is on the line!If your tires are at 4/32" tread depth, you’'re faring a bit better, but you’re still not in the clear. Your stopping distance is notably longer than that of new tires, and you might find your vehicle sliding in heavy rain
or snow.Now, consider 10/32” tread depth. This is often the tread depth of new tires. With this depth, you’ll have maximum traction and the shortest stopping distance. That’s the sweet spot for tire performance and safety!As your tire’s tread wears down over time, your ability to maintain traction and stop promptly is compromised.Test Results

Via TireRack.comNow, let’s tackle the big question: When should you replace your tires?First off, there’s the legal minimum to consider. In many states, the minimum legal tread depth is 2/32". If your tires are worn down to this point, they’re considered legally worn out, and it’s time to replace them. However, as we’ve discussed, the performance of
your tires in inclement weather can start to deteriorate before they reach this point.That’s where the quarter test comes in. If all of Washington’s head is visible when you do the quarter test, it means your tread depth is less than 4/32”. At this point, it’s a good idea to start considering new tires, especially if you frequently drive in wet or snowy
conditions. Remember, as your tire’s tread depth decreases, so does your vehicle’s ability to maintain traction and stop quickly.But tread depth isn’t the only thing to consider when determining whether to replace your tires. Other factors like tire age, damage (like punctures or bulges), or uneven wear can also mean it’s time for a new set.For
example, even if your tires have plenty of tread depth left, if they’re older than six years, they might need to be replaced. Why? Over time, the rubber in tires can harden and become brittle, reducing their ability to grip the road.Similarly, if your tires have any damage—Ilike a puncture that can’t be safely repaired, a bulge, or a large crack—it’s time to
replace them, regardless of the tread depth.Where To Measure Tire Tread DepthBelow are some links you may find helpful when learning about tiresWe’ve covered a lot of ground in this article, but if there’s one thing we want you to take away, it’s this: the depth of your tire’s tread can significantly impact your vehicle’s performance and safety,
especially in wet weather. Regularly checking your tread depth isn’t just a good practice—it’s crucial to maintaining a safe ride.Remember, you can use a quarter to quickly check your tread depth, providing a timely warning of when it might be time to consider new tires. But don’t forget to also keep an eye out for any damage or signs of aging. And
when it’s time to replace your tires, don’t hesitate. The safety of you and your passengers could depend on it.Good luck and happy motoring.About The AuthorWill, the founder of TireGrades.com, is a tire expert and car enthusiast with roots in the industry dating back to his childhood next to the founder of Parrish Tire. His expertise, honed through a
consulting role with Discount Tire, encompasses developing training courses and strategic planning.Based in Charlotte, North Carolina—a hub for tire manufacturing and NASCAR—Will’s three-decade passion with all things on 4 wheels includes involvement in SCCA events and local car clubs. At TireGrades.com, he dedicates himself to providing
practical solutions and reliable information for common tire-related queries, helping vehicle owners make informed decisions.



