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No,	the	contract	is	to	be	established	by	the	examiner	and	the	employer.	The	contract	must	indicate	the	provisions	to	administer	the	drive	test,	the	provisions	for	examiner	CDL	requirements,	and	may	include	any	other	provisions	your	company	deems	necessary.	After	studying	the	handbook,	consider	taking	a	sample	test	to	see	what	you	have	learned.
DMV	offers	commercial,	non-commercial,	and	motorcycle	sample	tests	(including	3	in	ASL!).	DMV	also	offers	driver	guides	full	of	practical	tips	and	guidance	to	help	teens,	seniors,	commercial	truck	drivers,	motorcyclists,	and	other	groups	to	drive	safely	and	follow	the	rules	of	the	road.	DMV	now	offers	testing	from	the	comfort	of	your	own	home.
Avoid	distractions	in	the	DMV	office.	Take	your	test,	stress-free,	online.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license
terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the
same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No
warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	There	is	a	federal	requirement	that	each	state	have	minimum	standards	for	licensing	of	commercial	drivers.	The	California	Commercial
Motor	Vehicle	Safety	Program	was	enacted	to	improve	traffic	safety	on	our	roadways.	As	a	result,	California	has	developed	licensing	and	testing	requirements	for	drivers	of	commercial	vehicles	that	equals	or	exceeds	federal	standards.	This	handbook	provides	driver	license	(DL)	testing	information	for	drivers	who	wish	to	have	a	commercial	learner’s
permit	(CLP)/commercial	driver	license	(CDL).	This	handbook	does	not	provide	information	on	all	the	federal	and	state	requirements	needed	before	you	can	drive	a	commercial	motor	vehicle	(CMV).	More	information	may	be	found	in	Title	49,	Code	of	Federal	Regulations	(CFR)	or	the	California	Vehicle	Code	(CVC).	You	Must	Have	a	CDL	to	Operate:	A
single	vehicle	with	a	gross	vehicle	weight	rating	(GVWR)	of	26,001	pounds	or	more.	A	combination	of	vehicles	with	a	gross	combination	weight	rating	(GCWR)	of	26,001	pounds	or	more.	A	vehicle	designed,	used,	or	maintained	for	carrying	more	than	10	passengers,	including	the	driver	(see	chart	below).	A	3-axle	vehicle	weighing	more	than	6,000
pounds.	You	Must	Have	a	CDL	When:	Towing	a	vehicle	or	trailer,	which	has	a	GVWR	of	10,001	pounds	or	more.	Transporting	hazardous	materials	(HazMat),	which	require	placards.	Transporting	HazMat,	as	defined	in	California	Health	and	Safety	Code	(CHSC)	§25115	and	§25117.	Towing	any	combination	of	2	trailers	or	vehicle	and	trailer.	Horse
trailers	with	living	quarters	and	a	GVWR	over	10,000	pounds	require	a	commercial	Class	A	DL.	Restriction	88	will	be	added	to	the	DL	if	the	truck	and	trailer	GCWR	is	under	26,001	pounds.	Restriction	88–restricted	to	combination	vehicles	with	a	GCWR	of	less	than	26,001	lbs.	and	the	GVWR	of	the	vehicle(s)	being	towed	is	in	excess	of	10,000	lbs.
Horse	trailers	are	defined	as	property	carrying	vehicles	and	the	addition	of	“living	quarters”	to	a	trailer	does	not	permanently	alter	that	vehicle	for	human	habitation.	The	“living	quarters”	are	secondary	or	incidental	to	the	primary	function	of	the	vehicle,	which	is	transporting	property.	Commercial	Learner’s	Permit	(CLP)	The	commercial	instruction
permit	has	been	renamed	(CLP)	to	comply	with	federal	regulations.	The	CLP:	Applicant	must	be	at	least	18	years	of	age.	Will	not	be	issued	to	an	applicant	until	they	have	obtained	a	valid	California	DL,	that,	at	a	minimum,	allows	the	applicant	to	operate	a	noncommercial	Class	C	motor	vehicle.	A	temporary	California	DL	is	acceptable.	Is	only	valid
when	accompanied	by	the	CLP	holder’s	valid	California	DL.	Will	be	valid	for	a	maximum	of	180	days	from	the	date	of	issuance	and	may	be	renewed	for	up	to	an	additional	180	days,	provided	the	CLP	expiration	date	does	not	exceed	a	period	of	1–year	from	the	initial	application	date.	Is	limited	to	the	following	endorsements:	Tank	(N).	Passenger	(P).
School	Bus	(S).	Holder	with	an	“N”	endorsement	is	prohibited	from	operating	a	tank	vehicle	unless	the	tank	is	empty.	The	thank	must	be	purged	if	it	previously	contained	HazMat.	Holder	with	a	“P”	endorsement	and/or	“S”	endorsement	is	prohibited	from	operating	a	CMV	with	passengers,	other	than	federal/state	auditors	and	inspectors,	test
examiners,	other	trainees,	and	the	accompanying	CDL	holder.	Holder	must	wait	a	minimum	of	14	days	after	initial	CLP	issuance	to	be	eligible	to	take	the	skills	test.	The	14-day	waiting	period	applies	to	classification	upgrades	and	endorsement/restriction	changes	that	require	a	skills	test.	Holder	must	be	accompanied	by	a	CDL	holder	while	operating	a
CMV.	The	CDL	holder	must	possess	the	appropriate	class	CDL	and	endorsements	necessary	to	operate	the	CMV.	Holder	must	surrender	their	CLP	and	DL	to	DMV	prior	to	being	issued	a	CDL.	Applicants	Applying	for	a	CDL:	Must	be	18	years	of	age.	Must	obtain	a	California	Noncommercial	Class	C	DL	(a	temporary/interim	DL	is	acceptable).	The	DL
must	be	carried	to	validate	the	CLP	CFR,	Title	49	§§383.5,	and	383.25).	May	drive	for	hire	within	California	if	you	are	18	years	of	age	or	older	and	do	not	engage	in	interstate	commerce	activities.	Must	be	at	least	21	years	old	to	drive	a	commercial	vehicle	engaged	in	interstate	commerce	or	transport	HazMat	or	wastes	(intrastate	or	interstate
commerce)	[CVC]	§12515).	A	completed	Commercial	Driver	License	Application	(DL	44C/eDL	44C)	form.	The	eDL	44C	may	be	completed	online	in	advance.	Signing	this	form	means	you	agree	to	submit	to	a	chemical	test	to	determine	the	alcohol	or	drug	content	of	your	blood.	If	you	refuse	to	sign	this	form,	the	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles	(DMV)	will
not	issue	or	renew	your	DL.	Your	true	full	name	Approved	Medicals	(See	Section	1.2)	An	acceptable	identity	(birth	date/legal	presence)	document.	All	applicants	for	an	original,	renewal,	upgrade,	or	transfer	of	their	CLP/CDL	must	submit	proof	of	legal	presence	in	the	U.S.	as	authorized	under	federal	law.	If	the	name	on	your	identity	document	is
different	from	the	name	on	your	CDL	application,	you	must	also	submit	an	acceptable	true	full	name	document.	Your	true	full	name,	as	shown	on	your	identity	document,	will	appear	on	your	CLP/CDL.	An	acceptable	identity	or	true	full	name	document	is	produced	by	an	issuing	authority	(for	example,	county,	state,	etc.).	This	document	is	a	certified
copy	of	the	original	(the	original	is	always	retained	by	the	issuing	authority)	and	contains	an	impressed	seal	or	original	stamped	impression.	The	certified	copy	will	be	returned	to	you.	If	you	make	a	copy	of	the	certified	copy,	DMV	will	not	accept	it	for	identity	verification.	For	more	information	on	acceptable	identity	documents,	visit	dmv.ca.gov	or	call
1-800-777-0133.	Residency	(Domicile).	A	California	driver	must	provide	1	document	as	proof	of	California	residency	for	original,	and	upon	each	renewal,	transfer,	or	upgrade.	The	address	on	the	residency	document	must	match	the	residence	address	on	the	DL	44C.	For	more	information	on	acceptable	residency	documents	or	REAL	ID	Compliant
CLP/CDL,	visit	dmv.ca.gov	or	call	1-800-777-0133.	Provide	proof	of	your	social	security	number.	Your	social	security	number	(SSN)	will	be	verified	with	the	Social	Security	Administration	while	you	are	in	the	office.	For	more	information	on	social	security	documents,	visit	dmv.ca.gov	or	call	1-800-777-0133.	Note	If	you	are	applying	for	an	original	CDL
(REAL	ID	or	federal	non-compliant),	a	social	security	card	is	the	only	acceptable	proof	of	SSN.	A	Certificate	of	Driving	Skill	(DL	170	ETP).	If	your	employer	is	authorized	by	DMV	to	issue	such	certificates.	Both	you	and	your	employer	must	sign	this	form.	The	application	fee.	This	fee	is	good	for	12	months	from	the	application	date.	The	CLP	is	good	for	a
maximum	of	180	days	and	may	be	renewed	for	an	additional	180	days	without	retaking	the	knowledge	tests,	provided	the	expiration	date	of	the	CLP	does	not	exceed	a	period	of	1-year	from	the	application	date.	Scores	for	passed	segments	of	the	skills	test	are	only	valid	during	the	initial	issuance	(first	180	days)	of	the	CLP.	Passed	segments	of	the
skills	test	(vehicle	inspection,	basic	control	skills,	and	road	test)	must	be	retaken	if	the	CLP	is	renewed.	You	are	allowed	3	attempts	to	pass	the	knowledge	test(s)	and	a	total	of	3	attempts	to	pass	the	entire	skills	test	on	a	single	application.	If	you	fail	any	knowledge	test(s)	there	is	not	a	waiting	period	to	retake.	If	you	fail	any	segment	of	the	skills	tests
(vehicle	inspection,	basic	control	skills,	or	road	test),	it	will	count	as	1	failure	towards	the	maximum	3	attempts	you	are	allowed.	EXAMPLE:	Failing	the	vehicle	inspection,	basic	control	skills,	and	road	test	counts	as	a	3-time	failure	(or	any	failure	combination	equaling	3).	However,	if	you	are	required	to	take	the	skills	test	for	separate	types	of	vehicles
(Class	A	or	passenger	transport	vehicle),	you	are	allowed	3	skills	test	attempts	for	the	Class	A	vehicle	and	3	skills	test	attempts	for	the	passenger	transport	vehicle.	If	you	fail	the	basic	skills	test	or	the	road	test,	there	will	be	a	retest	fee	charged	upon	your	return	to	take	the	subsequent	test.	There	is	not	a	waiting	period	to	retake	basic	control	skills
test(s).	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.If	the	class	of	license	is…	and	the	application	type	is…	the	fee	is…	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.Commercial	Class	A	or	B	an	original	(with	or	without	a	driving	test)	$73	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.a
renewal	…..	$43	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.a	commercial	driving	or	skill	retest	$33	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.a	duplicate	(replacement)	license	$33	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.a	name	change	$27	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.to	remove	a	restriction(s)	imposed
due	to	vehicle	size	or	equipment	(DT	required)	$73	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.add	an	endorsement	other	than	PV	$43	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.add	a	passenger	transport	endorsement	(PV)	$73	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.add	noncommercial	Class	A	to	a	Class	B	$43	Fees	subject	to
legislative	change	each	January	1.add	a	motorcycle	license	(Class	M1	or	M2)	$43	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.add	a	firefighter	endorsement	$27	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.Commercial	Class	C	an	original	(with/without	a	driving	test)	$43	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.a	renewal	$43	Fees
subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.an	upgrade:			Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.to	remove	an	air	brake	restriction	(DT	required)	$43	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.to	add	an	endorsement	not	requiring	a	driving	test…	$43	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.to	add	a	motorcycle	license
(Class	M1	or	M2)	$43	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.to	add	a	Firefighter	endorsement	$27	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.a	commercial	driving	or	skill	retest	$33	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.a	duplicate	(replacement)	license	$33	Fees	subject	to	legislative	change	each	January	1.a	name
change	$27	All	commercial	vehicle	drivers	must:	Be	a	California	resident	before	applying	for	a	California	CLP/CDL.	Disclose	all	states	in	which	they	were	previously	licensed	during	the	past	10	years	and	surrender	all	out-of-state	DLs(current	or	expired),	if	any.	Certify	that	they	do	not	have	a	DL	from	more	than	1	state	or	country.	Self-certify	what	type
of	commercial	commerce	you	expect	to	operate.	Notify	their	home	state	DMV	of	any	conviction	which	occurred	in	other	states	within	30	days	of	the	conviction.	Notify	their	employer	of	any	conviction	within	30	days	of	the	conviction	using	the	Report	of	Out-of-State	Traffic	Conviction	by	a	Commercial	Driver	(DL	535)	form.	Notify	their	employer	of	any
revocation,	suspension,	cancellation,	or	disqualification	before	the	end	of	the	business	day	following	the	action.	Give	their	employer	a	10-year	employment	history	of	commercial	driving,	if	applying	for	a	job	as	a	driver.	Commercial	Driver	Licensing	OfficesCall	1-800-777-0133	to	schedule	a	CDL	driving	test	at	one	of	the	following	offices:	Arleta
Bakersfield	Bishop	El	Centro	Eureka	Fontana	Commercial	Driving	Test	Center	Fremont	Fresno	Commercial	Driving	Test	Center	Gardena	Commercial	Driving	Test	Center	Lancaster	Modesto	Mountain	View	Rancho	San	Diego	Redding	Salinas	San	Luis	Obispo	Santa	Rosa	Santa	Teresa	Stockton	Ukiah	Ventura	W	Sacramento	Commercial	Driving	Test
Center	Yuba	City	For	latest	commercial	driver	licensing	offices,	go	to	www.dmv.ca.gov.	A	special	endorsement	is	also	required	to	drive	the	following	types	of	vehicles.	The	endorsement	shows	as	a	single	letter	on	the	DL.	Placarded	or	marked	vehicles	transporting	hazardous	materials	or	wastes—(H).	Any	driver,	regardless	of	the	vehicle	Class	(A,	B,	or
C),	who	wants	to	haul	any	material	that	has	been	designated	as	hazardous	under	49	United	States	Code	(U.S.C.)	§5103	and	is	required	to	be	placarded	under	CFR,	Title	49	§172	subpart	F;	or	any	quantity	of	a	material	listed	as	a	select	agent	or	toxin	CFR,	Title	42	§73	must	add	an	“H”	endorsement	to	their	CDL.	They	must	pass	a	special	knowledge
examination	on	how	to	recognize,	handle,	and	transport	HazMat.Note	Applicants	who	apply	for	an	original	Class	C	CDL	with	the	“H”	endorsement	are	required	to	complete	the	skills	test.	The	Transportation	Security	Administration	(TSA)	and	the	U.S.	Department	of	Transportation	(DOT)	require	background	checks	on	commercial	drivers	who	are
certified	to	transport	HazMat.	The	background	checks	include	a	review	of	criminal,	immigration,	and	FBI	records.	If	the	driver	is	found	to	represent	a	security	threat,	TSA	will	notify	the	person	and	the	state	will	deny	issuance	of	an	endorsement.	Tank	vehicles	(including	a	cement	truck)—(N).	Drivers	of	any	CMV	that	is	designed	to	transport	any	liquid
or	gaseous	materials	within	a	tank	or	tanks	having	an	individual	rated	capacity	of	more	than	119	gallons,	and	an	aggregate	rated	capacity	of	1,000	gallons	or	more	that	is	either	permanently	or	temporarily	attached	to	the	vehicle	or	the	chassis	must	add	a	“N”	endorsement	to	their	CLP/CDL.	A	CMV	transporting	an	empty	storage	container	tank,	not
designed	for	transportation,	with	a	rated	capacity	of	1,000	gallons	or	more	that	is	temporarily	attached	to	a	flatbed	trailer	is	not	considered	a	tank	vehicle.	The	endorsement	applies	to	applicants	who	wish	to	drive	a	tank	in	Class	A,	B,	or	C	CDL.	Liquids	in	bulk	cause	driving	control	problems	because	the	cargo	is	heavy,	prone	to	shifting,	and	has	a	high
center	of	gravity.	These	drivers	must	pass	a	special	knowledge	examination	on	the	problems	posed	by	large	volume	liquid	cargos	to	add	the	endorsement	to	their	CLP/CDL.	Note	Applicants	applying	for	an	original	Class	C	CDL	with	the	“N”	endorsement	are	required	to	complete	the	skills	test.	Passenger	transport	vehicles—(P).	Drivers	who	want	to
drive	a	vehicle	having	a	design	capacity	to	carry	10	or	more	people,	including	the	driver,	must	add	a	“P”	endorsement	to	their	CLP/CDL.	They	must	pass	a	special	knowledge	examination	on	safety	considerations	when	transporting	passengers	and	must	pass	skills	tests	in	a	passenger	vehicle.	The	endorsement	applies	to	applicants	who	want	to	drive	a
bus	in	any	Class	A,	B,	or	C	CDL.	Note	Applicants	applying	for	a	“P”	endorsement	are	required	to	complete	the	skills	test.	School	bus—(S).	Drivers	who	want	to	drive	a	school	bus	must	add	an	“S”	endorsement	to	their	CLP/CDL.	They	must	pass	a	special	knowledge	examination	on	safety	considerations	when	transporting	passengers	in	a	school	bus	and
must	pass	skills	tests	in	a	school	bus.	The	endorsement	applies	to	applicants	who	wish	to	drive	a	school	bus	in	any	Class	A	or	B	CDL.	Double/Triples	combination—(T).	Many	drivers	who	are	qualified	to	drive	a	Class	A	CDL	may	want	to	pull	double	or	triple	trailers.	Research	shows	that	considerable	additional	knowledge	and	skill	is	necessary	to	safely
pull	double	and	triple	trailers	in	various	traffic	conditions	and	driving	environments.	Consequently,	adding	the	“T”	endorsement	to	drive	Class	A	CDL	is	necessary	if	wanting	to	pull	double	or	triple	trailers.	The	CDL	holder	must	pass	a	special	knowledge	examination	on	the	problems	associated	with	pulling	multiple	trailers.	IMPORTANT:	Triple	trailers
are	not	legal	in	California.	Tank	vehicles	transporting	hazardous	materials	or	wastes—(X).	(Hazardous	waste	must	meet	the	definition	of	(CVC)	§§353	and	15278.)	Drivers	of	tank	vehicles	who	haul	HazMat	or	waste	in	amounts	requiring	placards	must	add	an	“X”	endorsement	to	their	CDL	to	show	that	they	passed	the	special	knowledge	examinations
for	both	tank	vehicles	and	HazMat.	Firefighter—(F).	Required	for	the	operation	of	firefighting	equipment.	(Not	required,	but	optional	for	Class	A	or	B	CDL	holders.)	Restrictions	may	be	added	to	a	CLP/CDL	based	upon	the	type	of	vehicle	and	equipment	that	the	driver	uses	for	the	skills	test.	There	are	10	standardized	restriction	codes.	Note	If	a	CLP	is
issued	with	a	“P”	or	“S”	endorsement,	it	must	also	contain	a	Restriction	P–No	passenger	in	a	CMV	bus	restriction.	If	a	CLP	is	issued	with	an	“N”	endorsement,	it	must	also	contain	a	Restriction	X–No	cargo	in	a	CMV	tank	vehicle.	(E)–No	manual	transmission:	If	an	applicant	performs	the	skills	test	in	a	vehicle	equipped	with	an	automatic	transmission,
DMV	must	indicate	on	the	CDL,	if	issued,	that	the	person	is	restricted	from	operating	a	CMV	equipped	with	a	manual	transmission.	For	the	purpose	of	the	skills	test	and	restriction,	an	automatic	transmission	includes	any	transmission	not	operating	fully	on	the	gearshift	and	clutch	principle.	(K)–Intrastate	only:	If	an	applicant	certifies	their	status	as
either	Non-Excepted	Intrastate	(NA)	or	Excepted	Intrastate	(EA),	the	state	must	indicate	on	the	CDL,	if	issued,	that	the	person	is	restricted	from	operating	a	CMV	in	Interstate	commerce.	States	may	impose	this	restriction	for	reasons	other	than	those	specified	above.	(L)–No	Air	brake	equipped	CMV:	If	an	applicant	does	not	take	or	fails	the	air	brake
component	of	the	knowledge	test,	or	performs	the	skills	test	in	a	vehicle	not	equipped	with	air	brakes,	DMV	must	indicate	on	the	CLP	or	CDL,	if	issued,	that	the	person	is	restricted	from	operating	a	CMV	equipped	with	any	type	of	air	brakes.	For	the	purposes	of	the	skills	test	and	restriction,	air	brakes	include	any	braking	system	operating	fully	or
partially	on	the	air	brake	principle.	(M)–No	Class	A	passenger	vehicle:	If	an	applicant	applying	for	a	“P”	endorsement	performs	the	skills	test	in	a	passenger	vehicle	requiring	a	Class	B	CDL,	DMV	must	indicate	on	the	CDL,	if	issued,	that	the	person	is	restricted	from	operating	a	passenger	vehicle	requiring	a	Class	A	CDL.	(N)–No	Class	A	and	B
passenger	vehicle:	If	an	applicant	applying	for	a	“P”	endorsement	performs	the	skills	test	in	a	passenger	vehicle	requiring	a	Class	C	CDL,	DMV	must	indicate	on	the	CDL,	if	issued,	that	the	person	is	restricted	from	operating	a	passenger	vehicle	requiring	a	Class	A	or	B	CDL.	(O)–No	tractor–trailer	CMV:	If	an	applicant	performs	the	skills	test	in	a
combination	vehicle	for	a	Class	A	CDL	with	the	power	unit	and	towed	unit	connected	with	a	pintle	hook	or	other	non	fifth-wheel	connection,	DMV	must	indicate	on	the	CDL,	if	issued,	that	the	person	is	restricted	from	operating	a	tractor-trailer	combination	connected	by	a	fifth-wheel	that	requires	a	Class	A	CDL.	An	applicant	who	passes	a	skills	test
using	a	combination	vehicle	that	is	not	a	truck	tractor	semi-trailer	combination,	but	is	otherwise	equipped	with	a	fifth-wheel,	will	be	issued	a	CDL	with	Restriction	“O”.	(P)–No	passenger	in	CMV	bus:	A	CLP	holder	with	a	“P”	endorsement	is	prohibited	from	operating	a	CMV	carrying	passengers,	other	than	federal/state	auditors	and	inspectors,	test
examiners,	other	trainees,	and	the	CDL	holder	accompanying	the	CLP	holder	as	prescribed	by	CFR,	Title	49	§383.25(a)(1)	of	this	part.	(S)–A	CLP	holder	with	an	“S”	endorsement	is	prohibited	from	operating	a	school	bus	with	passengers,	other	than	federal/state	auditors	and	inspectors,	test	examiners,	other	trainees,	and	the	CDL	holder	accompanying
the	CLP	holder	as	prescribed	by	CFR,	Title	49	§383.25(a)(1)	of	this	part.	(V)–Medical	variance:	If	DMV	is	notified	according	to	CFR,	Title	49	§383.73(o)(3)	that	the	driver	has	been	issued	a	medical	variance,	DMV	must	indicate	the	existence	of	such	a	medical	variance	on	the	Commercial	Driver	License	Information	System	(CDLIS)	driver	record	and	the
CDL	document,	if	issued,	using	Restriction	“V”.	(X)–No	cargo	in	CMV	tank	vehicle:	A	CLP	holder	with	an	“N”	endorsement	may	only	operate	an	empty	tank	vehicle	and	is	prohibited	from	operating	any	tank	vehicle	that	previously	contained	HazMat	that	has	not	been	purged	of	any	residue.	(Z)–No	full	air	brake	equipped	CMV:	If	an	applicant	performs
the	skills	test	in	a	vehicle	equipped	with	air	over	hydraulic	brakes,	DMV	must	indicate	on	the	CDL,	if	issued,	that	the	person	is	restricted	from	operating	a	CMV	equipped	with	any	braking	system	operating	fully	on	the	air	brake	principle.	For	the	purposes	of	the	skills	test	and	restriction,	air	over	hydraulic	brakes	includes	any	braking	system	operating
partially	on	the	air	brake	and	partially	on	the	hydraulic	brake	principle.	Exceptions	to	the	CDL	requirements	are:	Drivers	exempted	under	CHSC§25163.	Drivers	operating	a	vehicle	in	an	emergency	situation	at	the	direction	of	a	peace	officer.	Drivers	who	tow	a	fifth-wheel	travel	trailer	over	15,000	pounds	GVWR	or	a	trailer	coach	over	10,000	pounds
GVWR,	when	the	towing	is	not	for	compensation.	Drivers	must	have	a	noncommercial	Class	A	DL.	Drivers	of	housecars	over	40	feet	but	not	over	45	feet,	with	endorsement.	Non-civilian	military	personnel	drovers	operating	military	vehicles.	Implement	of	husbandry	operators	who	are	not	required	to	have	a	DL.	Vanpool	drivers	Special	certificates	may
sometimes	be	required	in	addition	to	a	CDL,	depending	on	the	type	of	vehicle	or	load	you	carried.	Note	It	is	unlawful	to	drive	a	school	bus	or	transit	vehicle	while	using	a	wireless	(cell)	telephone	for	non-work	purposes.	Emergency	calls	to	law	enforcement,	a	health	care	provider,	fire	department,	or	other	emergency	services	are	permitted.	Ambulance
Driver	Certificate—required	for	driving	an	ambulance	used	commercially	in	emergency	service	(CVC	§2512).	Persons	who	have	an	ambulance	driver	certificate	must	submit	a	copy	of	the	Medical	Examination	Report	(MER)	form	MSCA-5875	and	Medical	Examiner’s	Certificate	(MEC)	form	MCSA-5876	to	DMV	every	2	years.	Hazardous	Agricultural
Materials	(HAM)	Certificate*—	exempts	persons	who	transport	hazardous	waste	or	placarded	loads	from	CDL	requirements	if	the:	Person	is	at	least	21	years	of	age.	Person	is	employed	in	an	agricultural	operation.	Load	is	not	being	transported	for	compensation.	Vehicle	is	owned	or	leased	by	a	farmer.	Person	has	completed	a	HAM	program	approved
by	CHP.	Although	the	person	who	qualifies	for	a	HAM	is	not	required	to	have	a	CDL,	CMV	penalties	and	sanctions	will	apply.	Person	submits	a	copy	of	the	MER	and	MEC	or	Health	Questionnaire	(DL	546)	(PDF)	form(s)	to	DMV	every	2	years.	Person	operates	a	vehicle	which	is	an	implement	of	husbandry	or	requires	a	noncommercial	Class	C	DL	and
does	not	exceed	50	miles	from	one	point	to	another.	Verification	of	Transit	Training	(VTT)	Document—requires	drivers	of	transit	bus	vehicles	to	comply	with	specified	training	requirements.	Transit	bus	vehicles	provide	the	public	with	regularly	scheduled	transportation	for	which	a	fare	is	charged	(does	not	include	general	public	paratransit	vehicles).
Drivers	who	have	a	school	bus	driver	certificate	or	school	pupil	activity	bus	certificate	do	not	need	a	VTT.	General	Public	Paratransit	Vehicle	(GPPV)	Certificate*—	required	for	any	person	who	drives:	A	vehicle	which	carries	not	more	than	24	persons,	including	the	driver,	and	provides	local	transportation	to	the	general	public	(for	example,	Dial-A-Ride)
(CVC	§§336	and	12523.5).	Pupils	at	or	below	the	12th	grade	level	to	or	from	a	public	or	private	school	or	school	activity.	Vehicles	used	in	the	exclusive	transportation	of	disabled	persons.	School	Bus	Driver	Certificate*—	required	for	any	person	who	drives	a	bus	for	any	school	district	or	other	party	carrying	public	or	private	pupils	(CVC	§§545,	12517,
12522,	34500,	and	34501.5).	A	school	bus	driver	must	also	have	an	“S”	endorsement	on	their	CDL.	School	bus	drivers	65	years	of	age	and	older	must	submit	annual	MER	and	MEC	forms	to	DMV	(CVC	§12517.2).	School	Pupil	Activity	Bus	Certificate	(SPAB)*—	required	for	any	person	who	drives	a	bus	for	any	school	district	or	any	other	party	carrying
public	or	private	pupils	for	school-related	activities	(CVC	§§546	and	12517).	Farm	Labor	Vehicle	Certificate*—	required	for	any	person	who	drives	farm	labor	trucks	and	buses	(CVC	§§322	and	12519).	Note:	The	driver	and	all	passengers	in	a	farm	labor	vehicle	are	required	to	use	seat	belts.	Youth	Bus	Certificate*—	required	for	any	person	who
operates	any	bus,	other	than	a	school	bus,	which	carries	not	more	than	16	children	and	the	driver	to	or	from	a	school,	to	an	organized	non-school	related	activity,	or	to	and	from	home	(additional	CHP	training	required)	(CVC	§§680	and	12523).	Tow	Truck	Driver	Certificate*—	required	for	drivers	in	emergency	road	service	organizations	that	provide
freeway	service	patrol	operations	pursuant	to	an	agreement	or	who	contract	with	a	specified	public	transportation	planning	entity	(traffic	commission).	Vehicle	for	Developmentally	Disabled	Persons	(VDDP)*—	required	for	any	person	who	operates	a	vehicle	for	a	business	or	nonprofit	organization	or	agency	whose	primary	job	is	to	transport	for	hire
persons	with	developmental	disabilities	(California	Welfare	and	Institutions	Code	§4512(A)	and	CVC	§12523.6).	*Drivers	subject	to	commercial	driver	sanctions.	To	get	a	CDL,	you	must	pass	both	the	knowledge	and	skills	tests.	This	handbook	is	designed	to	help	you	pass	the	tests.	This	handbook	is	not	a	substitute	for	a	truck	driver	training	class	or
program.	Formal	training	is	the	most	reliable	way	to	learn	the	many	special	skills	required	for	safely	driving	a	large	CMV	and	becoming	a	professional	driver	in	the	trucking	industry.	Figure	1.1	will	help	you	determine	if	you	need	a	CDL.	The	commercial	knowledge	tests	are	available	in	English,	Arabic,	Chinese,	Punjabi,	Russian,	and	Spanish.	All
knowledge	tests	administered	by	DMV	that	are	required	to	be	taken	by	a	CDL	applicant	or	cardholder	must	be	taken	using	the	Automated	Knowledge	Testing	equipment	(AKTE).	You	must	take	1	or	more	knowledge	tests,	depending	on	what	class	of	license	and	what	endorsements	you	need.	If	you	are	adding	an	endorsement,	but	not	upgrading	to	a
higher	classification,	DMV	will	waive	all	knowledge	and	endorsement	tests	completed	or	waived	on	the	previous	application,	including	HazMat,	if	the	new	application	is	started	within	12	months	of	the	previous	renewal	date	or	original	CDL	issue	date.	CDL	knowledge	tests	include:	The	general	knowledge	test,	required	to	be	taken	by	all	applicants.
The	passenger	transport	test,	required	to	be	taken	by	all	bus	driver	applicants.	The	air	brakes	test,	required	to	be	taken	by	drivers	of	vehicles	with	air	brakes,	including	air	over	hydraulic	brakes..	The	combination	vehicles	test,	required	if	you	want	to	drive	combination	vehicles.	The	hazardous	materials	test,	required	if	you	want	to	haul	hazardous
materials	as	defined	in	CFR,	Title	49	§383.5.	To	obtain	this	endorsement,	you	must	pass	a	Transportation	Security	Administration	(TSA)	background	check.	The	tank	vehicle	test,	required	if	you	want	to	haul	any	liquid	or	gaseous	materials	in	a	tank	or	tanks	having	an	individual	rated	capacity	of	more	than	119	gallons	and	an	aggregate	rated	capacity
of	1,000	gallons	or	more	that	is	either	permanently	or	temporarily	attached	to	the	vehicle	or	chassis.	The	doubles/triples	test,	required	if	you	want	to	pull	double	or	triple	trailers.	(Triple	trailers	are	not	legal	in	California.)	The	school	bus	test,	required	if	you	want	to	drive	a	school	bus.	The	firefighter	endorsement	test,	required	to	operate	firefighting
equipment.	(Not	required	but	optional	for	Class	A	or	B	CDL	holders.)	Note	Allow	for	2-3	hours	if	taking	all	tests.	Your	knowledge	and/or	endorsement	test(s)	will	not	be	returned	to	you.	You	may	take	the	knowledge	test	at	any	DMV	field	office.	Office	hours	vary.	Visit	dmv.ca.gov	or	call	1-800-777-0133	to	make	an	appointment.	The	use	of	testing	aids	is
strictly	prohibited	during	the	knowledge	test.	This	includes,	but	is	not	limited	to:	the	California	Commercial	Driver	Handbook,	cheat	sheets,	or	electronic	communication	devices	such	as	a	cell	phone,	hand-held	computer,	watch,	etc.	If	any	testing	aid(s)	or	a	substitute	test	taker	is	used	during	the	knowledge	test,	the	knowledge	test	will	be	marked	as	a
“failure.”	An	action	may	also	be	taken	by	DMV	against	your	driving	privilege	or	the	driving	privilege	of	anyone	else	who	assists	the	applicant	in	the	examination	process.	During	the	vehicle	inspection	test,	formerly	known	as	pre-trip,	DMV	does	not	allow	the	use	of	testing	aids,	other	than	the	vehicle	inspection	guide	(Section	11)	in	this	handbook.	If	you
are	caught	using	anything	other	than	the	inspection	guide,	the	commercial	skills	test	will	be	marked	as	a	failure.	The	use	of	electronic	devices,	such	as	cell	phones,	blue	tooth,	CB	radios,	Apple	watch,	etc.,	is	prohibited	during	the	commercial	skills	test.	In	addition,	people	waiting	in	the	testing	vicinity	are	prohibited	from	using	hand	signals	and
shouting	instructions.	If	this	occurs,	the	test	will	be	discontinued	and	be	marked	as	a	commercial	skills	test	failure.	If	markings	are	found	on	the	vehicle	being	used	for	the	test	to	help	with	passing	the	vehicle	inspection	or	basic	control	skills	test,	formerly	known	as	skills	test,	including	but	not	limited	to:	writing	on	the	vehicle,	tape,	paint	markings	that
do	not	appear	like	they	belong,	or	markings	on	the	curbs,	walls,	or	trees	that	would	help	the	applicant	maneuver	the	vehicle	for	the	basic	control	skills	test,	the	test	will	be	discontinued	and	marked	as	a	failure.	The	use	of	any	recording	device,	including	a	video	event	recorder	(dash	cam),	is	prohibited	during	any	commercial	skills	test.	A	dash	cam	is	a
device	that	continuously	records	in	a	digital	loop,	recording	audio	and/or	video,	but	saves	audio	and/or	video	only	when	triggered	by	an	unusual	motion	or	crash	or	when	the	vehicle	is	operated	to	monitor	driver	performance.	If	the	vehicle	is	equipped	with	a	recording	device,	it	must	be	powered	off	or	the	visual	and/or	audio	recording	features	must	be
disabled.	If	the	recording	device	cannot	be	powered	off	or	disabled,	which	is	typical	for	a	CMV,	the	applicant	must	block	the	recording	device,	so	there	is	no	visual	and/or	audio	recording	during	the	road	test.	If	you	pass	the	required	knowledge	test(s),	you	can	take	the	CDL	skills	tests.	There	are	3	types	of	general	skills	tests	that	you	are	required	to
pass:	vehicle	inspection,	basic	control	skills,	and	road	test.	formerly	known	as	drive	test.	You	must	take	these	tests	in	the	type	of	vehicle	for	which	you	wish	to	be	licensed.	Any	vehicle	that	has	components	marked	or	labeled	cannot	be	used	for	the	vehicle	inspection	test.	All	skills	test	must	be	conducted	in	English.	An	interpreter	is	prohibited	for	the
CDL	skills	test.	Vehicle	Inspection	Test.	You	will	be	tested	to	see	if	you	know	whether	your	vehicle	is	safe	to	drive.	You	will	be	asked	to	do	a	vehicle	inspection	and	explain	to	the	examiner	what	you	would	inspect	and	why.	This	test	takes	approximately	40	minutes.	If	you	do	not	pass	the	vehicle	inspection	test,	the	other	tests	will	be	postponed.	There	is
no	additional	fee	for	retaking	the	vehicle	inspection	test	on	the	same	application.	See	Section	11	for	vehicle	inspection	test	information.	Basic	Control	Skills	Test.	You	will	be	tested	on	your	skill	to	control	the	vehicle.	You	will	be	asked	to	move	your	vehicle	forward,	backward,	and	turn	it	within	a	defined	area.	These	areas	may	be	marked	with	traffic
lanes,	cones,	barriers,	or	something	similar.	The	examiner	will	tell	you	how	each	control	test	is	to	be	done.	You	will	be	scored	on	your	ability	to	properly	perform	each	exercise.	This	test	takes	approximately	30	minutes.	Failure	of	any	skill	test	ends	the	test.	A	retest	fee	is	due	for	each	basic	control	skills	retest.	See	Section	12	for	skill	test	information.
Road	Test.	You	will	be	tested	on	your	skill	to	safely	drive	your	vehicle	in	a	variety	of	traffic	situations	on	a	DMV-specified	route.	The	situations	may	include	left	and	right	turns,	intersections,	railroad	crossings,	curves,	up	and	down	grades,	single	or	multi-lane	roads,	streets,	or	highways.	The	examiner	will	tell	you	where	to	drive.	The	test	takes
approximately	45–60	minutes.	If	you	fail	the	road	test,	a	retest	fee	is	charged	for	each	additional	road	test.	See	Section	13	for	road	test	information.	A	road	test	is	required:	For	an	original	CDL.	To	remove	a	restriction	placed	on	your	CDL	because	of	vehicle	size	or	equipment.	To	add	a	“P”	or	“S”	endorsement.	To	renew	a	CDL	expired	for	more	than	2
years.	Your	CDL	will	be	restricted	to	the	type	of	vehicle	you	use	for	the	driving	test.	For	example,	if	your	test	vehicle	does	not	have	air	brakes,	you	will	be	restricted	to	driving	vehicles	without	air	brakes.	If	your	passenger	transport	vehicle	carries	15	persons	or	less	including	the	driver,	you	will	be	restricted	to	driving	a	small	size	bus.	The	Troops	to
Trucks	program	allows	DMV	to	waive	the	CDL	skills	test	for	qualified	military	service	members	who	are	employed,	or	were	within	the	last	year,	in	a	military	position	requiring	the	operation	of	a	military	motor	vehicle	equivalent	to	a	CMV	on	public	roads	and	highways.	Qualified	applicants	must	submit	a	completed	CDL	Certification	for	Military	Waiver
of	CDL	Driving	Test	(DL	963)	(PDF)	form,	and	a	Commanding	Officer’s	Certification	of	Driving	Experience	(DL	964)	(PDF)	form,	in	addition	to	any	other	documents	required	to	apply	for	a	CDL.	These	forms	are	available	at	dmv.ca.gov.	Active	duty	members	will	need	to	provide	their	military	identification	(ID),	while	veterans	will	need	to	provide	a
Certificate	of	Release	or	Discharge	from	Active	Duty	(DD	Form	214),	which	shows	their	discharge	was	within	the	last	year.	Note	The	CDL	skills	test	will	not	be	waived	for	an	“S”	and/or	“P”	endorsement.	Figure	1.2	details	which	sections	of	this	handbook	you	should	study	for	each	particular	class	of	license	and	each	endorsement.	WHAT	SECTIONS
SHOULD	YOU	STUDY?	Sections	to	Study	WHAT	SECTIONS	SHOULD	YOU	STUDY?License	Type	Sections	to	StudyEndorsement	WHAT	SECTIONS	SHOULD	YOU	STUDY?Class	A	Sections	to	StudyClass	B	Class	C	Hazardous	Materials	Double	/	Triple	Tank	Vehicles	Passenger	School	Bus	1	WHAT	SECTIONS	SHOULD	YOU	STUDY?X	Sections	to	StudyX
1	X											2	WHAT	SECTIONS	SHOULD	YOU	STUDY?X	Sections	to	StudyX	1	X	2		X	X	X			3	WHAT	SECTIONS	SHOULD	YOU	STUDY?X	Sections	to	StudyX	1	X	2		3								4	WHAT	SECTIONS	SHOULD	YOU	STUDY?		Sections	to	Study		1			2		3		4		X			5*	WHAT	SECTIONS	SHOULD	YOU	STUDY?X	Sections	to	StudyX	1	X	2		3X	4		5*				6	WHAT	SECTIONS
SHOULD	YOU	STUDY?X	Sections	to	Study		1			2		3X	4X	5*		6		7	WHAT	SECTIONS	SHOULD	YOU	STUDY?		Sections	to	Study		1			2		3X	4		5*		6		8	WHAT	SECTIONS	SHOULD	YOU	STUDY?		Sections	to	Study		1			2		3		4X	5*		6		9	WHAT	SECTIONS	SHOULD	YOU	STUDY?		Sections	to	Study		1			2X	3		4X	5*		6		10	WHAT	SECTIONS	SHOULD	YOU	STUDY?	
Sections	to	Study		1			2		3		4		5*		6X	11	WHAT	SECTIONS	SHOULD	YOU	STUDY?X	Sections	to	StudyX	1	X	2		3		4		5*X	6X	12	WHAT	SECTIONS	SHOULD	YOU	STUDY?X	Sections	to	StudyX	1	X	2		3		4		5*X	6X	13	WHAT	SECTIONS	SHOULD	YOU	STUDY?X	Sections	to	StudyX	1	X	2		3		4		5*X	6X	*Study	Section	5	if	you	plan	to	operate	vehicles	equipped
with	air	brakes.	Figure	1.2	–	What	to	Study	CDL	drivers	in	interstate	commerce	and	drivers	applying	for,	or	who	hold,	a	certificate	to	drive	a	School	Bus,	School	Pupil	Activity	Bus,	Youth	Bus,	General	Public	Paratransit	Vehicle,	or	Farm	Labor	Vehicle	must	use	medical	examiners	listed	on	the	National	Registry	of	Certified	Medical	Examiners	(National
Registry).	The	National	Registry	is	a	federal	program	establishing	requirements	for	healthcare	professionals	that	perform	physical	qualification	examinations	for	CMV	drivers.	This	program	was	developed	to	improve	highway	safety	and	driver	health	by	requiring	medical	examiners	to	be	trained	and	certified	so	they	can	determine	effectively	whether	a
commercial	driver’s	medical	fitness	for	duty	meets	federal	standards.	If	you	are	required	to	have	a	CDL	as	part	of	your	job,	your	employer	shall	pay	the	cost	of	the	examination	unless	it	was	performed	before	you	applied	for	the	job	California	Labor	Code	(CLC)	§231)).	CDL	drivers	(interstate	or	intrastate)	who	successfully	pass	a	commercial	medical
examination,	will	submit	to	DMV	a	valid	(original	or	copy)	MER	and	MEC	form	when	applying	for	an	original	CLP	or	CDL	or	updating	an	existing	medical	expiration	date.	School	bus	drivers	65	years	of	age	and	older	must	submit	a	new	medical	report	to	DMV	every	year	(CVC	§12517.2(a)(b)).	MER	and	MEC	forms	completed	by	a	U.S.	licensed	doctor	of
medicine	(MD),	doctor	of	osteopathy	(DO),	licensed	physician	assistant	(PA),	advanced	practice	registered	nurse	(APRN),	or	doctor	of	chiropractic	(DC)	who	is	listed	on	the	National	Registry	of	Certified	Medical	Examiners	as	clinically	competent	to	perform	the	medical	examination,	must	be	given	to	DMV	with	your	original	application	for	a	CLP	or
CDL.	The	MER	and	MEC	forms	must	be	dated	within	the	last	2	years.	When	submitting	the	MER,	you	are	only	required	to	submit	pages	1–4.	Page	5	of	the	MER	form	addresses	meeting	medical	standards	with	a	state	variance.	A	DMV	variance	would	exempt	a	driver	from	the	federal	physical	standards.	California	does	not	have	any	variances	or
exemptions	from	the	federal	physical	standards.	The	medical	examiner	must	complete	and	sign	the	MEC	form	for	you	to	carry	when	you	are	driving	commercially.	You	can	be	given	a	citation	for	driving	out	of	class	if	you	drive	a	CMV	after	your	MEC	expires.	Any	noncommercial	driver	previously	required	to	submit	a	Medical	Examination	Report	(DL
51),	ambulance	drivers,	van	pool	drivers,	and	Freeway	Service	Patrol	tow	truck	drivers,	are	required	to	submit	an	MER	and	MEC	form.	A	DL	51	in	no	longer	acceptable.	A	commercial	driver	who	does	not	pass	the	medical	examination	may	qualify	for	a	California	intrastate	restricted	Medical	Certificate	(DL	51B).	These	drivers	must	submit	a	MER	form
to	DMV	showing	they	did	not	pass	the	medical	examination	in	order	to	be	considered	for	an	intrastate	restricted	medical	certificate.	You	may	take	the	completed	MER	and	MEC	form	to	a	DMV	field	office	to	be	updated.	You	may	also	mail	the	MER	and	MEC	form,	at	least	4	weeks	prior	to	the	expiration	of	your	previous	medical	to:	Department	of	Motor
VehiclesCDL	Unit,	MS	G204PO	Box	944278Sacramento,	CA	94244-2780	CFR,	Title	49	§383.71	requires	CDL	drivers	to	disclose	the	type	of	commercial	operation	they	are	engaged	in:	Non-Excepted	Interstate	(NI):	Operates	or	expects	to	operate	a	CMV	in	interstate	commerce	and	subject	to	and	meets	the	qualification	requirements	under	CFR,	Title	49
§391.	The	license	does	not	restrict	the	transport,	origination,	or	destination	of	the	load	to	be	transported.	Interstate	commerce	means	trade,	traffic,	or	transportation	in	the	U.S.	that	is	between:	A	place	in	a	state	and	a	place	outside	such	state	(including	a	place	outside	the	U.S.).	Two	places	in	the	state	through	another	state	or	a	place	outside	of	the
U.S.	Two	places	in	the	state	as	part	of	trade,	traffic,	or	transportation	originating	or	terminating	outside	the	state	or	U.S.	Non-Excepted	Intrastate	(NA):	Operates	or	expects	to	operate	in	intrastate	commerce	and	required	to	meet	the	qualification	requirements	under	CFR,	Title	49	§391.	The	cargo	and	passengers	must	originate	and	end	in	California.
While	driving	commercially	you	may	not	cross	state	or	international	borders.	Intrastate	commerce	means	trade,	traffic,	or	transportation	in	the	U.S.	that	is:	Between	two	places	in	the	state	as	part	of	trade,	traffic,	or	transportation	originating	or	terminating	inside	the	state.	Note	If	you	self-certify	as	operating	NA	(Non-Excepted	Intrastate)	your	CDL
card	and	driver	record	will	reflect	a	CDL	Intrastate	Only	Restriction	(40/K).	Excepted	Interstate	(EI):	California	does	not	issue	a	CDL	that	is	excepted	from	driver	qualification	requirements.	Excepted	Intrastate	(EA):	California	does	not	issue	a	CDL	that	is	excepted	from	driver	qualification	requirements.	Excepted	and	Non-Excepted	Licensing	Some
states	issue	a	CDL	that	does	not	require	drivers	to	meet	the	qualifications	outlined	in	CFR,	Title	49	§391.	Those	drivers	are	considered	“excepted”	drivers.	California	does	not	issue	that	kind	of	DL.	All	drivers	licensed	by	California	to	drive	CMVs	are	non-excepted	drivers.	IMPORTANT:	You	may	be	engaged	in	interstate	commerce	even	if	your	vehicle
does	not	leave	the	state.	DMV	strongly	recommends	a	driver	certify	a	driving	type	of	non-excepted	interstate	(NI)	if	you	meet	the	federal	qualifications	and	there	is	any	chance	you	might	operate	a	CMV	in	interstate	commerce.	You	may	not	drive	a	CMV	if	you	are	disqualified	for	any	reason.	It	is	illegal	to	operate	a	CMV	if	your	BAC	is	.04	percent	or
more.	If	you	operate	a	CMV,	you	shall	be	deemed	to	have	given	your	consent	to	alcohol	testing.	You	will	lose	your	CDL	for	at	least	1	year	for	a	first	offense	for:	Driving	a	CMV	if	your	BAC	is	.04	percent	or	higher.	Driving	a	CMV	under	the	influence	of	alcohol.	Refusing	to	undergo	blood	alcohol	testing.	Driving	a	CMV	while	under	the	influence	of	a
controlled	substance.	Leaving	the	scene	of	an	accident	involving	a	CMV.	Committing	a	felony	involving	the	use	of	a	CMV.	Driving	a	CMV	when	the	CDL	is	suspended/revoked.	Causing	a	fatality	through	negligent	operation	of	a	CMV.	You	will	lose	your	CDL	for	at	least	3	years	if	the	offense	occurs	while	you	are	operating	a	CMV	that	is	placarded	for
HazMat.	You	will	lose	your	CDL	for	life	for	a	second	offense.	You	will	lose	your	CDL	for	life	if	you	use	a	CMV	to	commit	a	felony	involving	controlled	substances.	You	will	be	put	out	of	service	for	24	hours	if	you	have	any	detectable	amount	of	alcohol	under	.04	percent.	Serious	traffic	violations	are	excessive	speeding	(15	miles	per	hour	[mph]	or	more
above	the	posted	limit),	reckless	driving,	improper	or	erratic	lane	changes,	following	a	vehicle	too	closely,	traffic	offenses	committed	in	a	CMV	in	connection	with	fatal	traffic	accidents,	driving	a	CMV	without	obtaining	a	CDL,	or	having	a	CDL	in	the	driver’s	possession,	and	driving	a	CMV	without	the	proper	class	of	CDL	and/or	endorsements.	You	will
lose	your	CDL	for	at	least:	60	days	for	2	serious	traffic	violations	within	a	3-year	period	involving	a	CMV.	120	days	for	3	or	more	serious	traffic	violations	within	a	3-year	period	involving	a	CMV.	You	will	lose	your	CDL	for	at	least:	90	days	for	your	first	violation	of	an	out-of-service	order.	1	year	for	2	violations	of	an	out-of-service	order	in	a	10-year
period.	3	years	for	3	or	more	violations	of	an	out-of-service	order	in	a	10-year	period.	You	will	lose	your	CDL	for	at	least:	60	days	for	your	first	violation.	120	days	for	your	second	violation	within	a	3-year	period.	1	year	for	your	third	violation	within	a	3-year	period.	These	violations	include	violation	of	a	federal,	state,	or	local	law,	or	regulation
pertaining	to	one	of	the	following	6	offenses	at	a	railroad-highway	grade	crossing	for:	Drivers	who	are	not	required	to	always	stop,	failing	to	stop	before	reaching	the	crossing	if	the	tracks	are	not	clear.	Drivers	who	are	not	required	to	always	stop,	failing	to	slow	down	and	check	that	the	tracks	are	clear	of	an	approaching	train.	Drivers	who	are	always
required	to	stop,	failing	to	stop	before	driving	onto	the	crossing.	All	drivers,	failing	to	have	sufficient	space	to	drive	completely	through	the	crossing	without	stopping.	All	drivers,	failing	to	obey	a	traffic	control	device	or	the	directions	of	an	enforcement	official	at	the	crossing.	All	drivers,	failing	to	negotiate	a	crossing	because	of	insufficient
undercarriage	clearance.	If	you	require	a	HazMat	endorsement,	you	will	be	required	to	submit	your	fingerprints	and	be	subject	to	a	background	check.	You	will	be	denied	or	will	lose	your	HazMat	endorsement	if	you:	Are	not	a	lawful	permanent	resident	of	the	U.S.	Renounce	your	U.S.	citizenship.	Are	wanted	or	under	indictment	for	certain	felonies.
Have	a	conviction	in	military	or	civilian	court	for	certain	felonies.	Have	been	adjudicated	as	lacking	mental	capacity	or	involuntarily	committed	to	a	mental	health	facility	as	specified	in	CFR,	Title	49	§1572.109.	Are	considered	to	pose	a	security	threat	as	determined	by	the	TSA.	For	more	information,	visit	universalenroll.dhs.gov	or	call	1-855-347-
8371.	The	Motor	Carrier	Safety	Improvement	Act	(MCSIA)	of	1999	requires	a	CDL	holder	to	be	disqualified	from	operating	a	CMV	if	the	CDL	holder	has	been	convicted	of	certain	types	of	moving	violations	in	their	personal	vehicle.	If	your	privilege	to	operate	your	personal	vehicle	is	revoked,	canceled,	or	suspended	due	to	violations	of	traffic	control
laws	(other	than	parking	violations),	you	will	also	lose	your	CDL	driving	privileges.	If	your	privilege	to	operate	your	personal	vehicle	is	revoked,	canceled,	or	suspended	due	to	alcohol,	controlled	substance,	or	felony	violations,	you	will	lose	your	CDL	for	1	year.	If	you	are	convicted	of	a	second	violation	in	your	personal	vehicle	or	CMV,	you	will	lose	your
CDL	for	life.	If	your	license	to	operate	your	personal	vehicle	is	revoked,	canceled,	or	suspended,	you	may	not	obtain	a	“hardship”	license	to	operate	a	CMV.	Convictions	that	occur	while	you	are	driving	a	CMV	or	CDL	holder	are	retained	on	your	driving	record	as	listed	below:	Major	violations	and	disqualification	actions,	55	years.	Out-of-service
violations	and	disqualification	actions,	15	years.	Accidents,	serious	violations,	and	disqualification	actions,	10	years.	Railroad	grade	crossings	and	disqualification	actions,	4	years.	Minor	convictions,	3	years.	A	traffic	accident	for	driving	unsafely	counts	as	1	point.	Any	accidents	you	contributed	to	or	were	responsible	or	at	fault	for,	are	normally
counted	as	1	point.	If	you	are	convicted	of	reckless	driving,	driving	under	the	influence	of	alcohol	and/or	drugs,	or	hit-and-run,	these	violations	count	as	2	points.	You	will	lose	your	privilege	to	drive	if	you	are	considered	a	negligent	operator	of	a	CMV	when	your	driving	record	shows	the	following	point	counts:	4	points	in	12	months	6	points	in	24
months	8	points	in	36	months	You	may	be	entitled	to	a	higher	point	count	(6,	8,	or	10	points)	if	you	request	and	appear	for	a	hearing	and	if	4,	6,	or	8	points	were	not	obtained	in	a	noncommercial	Class	C	vehicle.	A	violation	received	in	a	CMV	carries	one	and	one-half	times	the	point	count.	A	Class	A	or	B	driver	who	does	not	have	a	special	certificate	or
endorsement	may	be	allowed	2	additional	points	before	being	considered	a	negligent	operator.	Convictions	reported	by	other	states	are	added	to	your	driving	record	and	may	result	in	CDL	sanctions.	If	you	have	an	out-of-state	CDL,	any	conviction	while	operating	in	California	will	be	reported	to	your	home	state.	Note	When	a	commercial	driver	is	cited
in	a	noncommercial	vehicle,	the	driver	may	be	eligible	to	attend	traffic	school.	(CVC	§42005(c)).	Regardless	of	what	type	of	vehicle	you	are	in	at	the	time	of	violation,	you	will	lose	your	CDL	for	at	least:	60	days	for	your	second	violation	of	the	cell	phone	hands	free	or	texting	law	within	a	3-year	period	and	receive	1	point	on	your	driving	record.	120
days	for	your	third	and	subsequent	violations	of	the	cell	phone	hands	free	or	texting	law	within	a	3-year	period	and	receive	1	point	on	your	driving	record.	Other	federal	and	state	rules	that	affect	drivers	operating	CMVs	in	all	states.	You	must:	Notify	your	motor	vehicle	licensing	agency	within	30	days	if	you	are	convicted	in	any	other	jurisdiction	of
any	traffic	violation	(except	parking).	This	is	true	no	matter	what	type	of	vehicle	you	were	driving.	Notify	your	employer	within	2	business	days	if	your	license	is	suspended,	revoked,	or	cancelled,	or	if	you	are	disqualified	from	driving.	No	one	can	drive	a	CMV	without	a	CDL.	The	court’s	action	may	involve	a	fine	or	require	you	to	serve	jail	time	for
breaking	this	rule.	If	you	have	a	HazMat	endorsement,	you	must	notify	and	surrender	your	HazMat	endorsement	to	the	state	that	issued	your	CDL	within	24	hours	of	any	conviction	or	indictment	in	any	jurisdiction	(civilian	or	military)	in	which	you	were	found	not	guilty	by	reason	of	insanity	of	a	disqualifying	crime	listed	in	CFR,	Title	49	§1572.103,
adjudicated	as	lacking	mental	capacity,	involuntarily	committed	to	a	mental	health	facility	as	specified	in	CFR,	Title	49	§1572.109,	or	you	renounce	your	U.S.	citizenship.	Your	employer	may	not	let	you	drive	a	CMV	if	you	have	more	than	1	license	or	your	CDL	is	suspended	or	revoked.	The	court’s	action	may	involve	a	fine	to	the	employer	or	require	the
employer	to	serve	jail	time	for	breaking	this	rule.	All	states	are	connected	to	one	computerized	system	to	share	information	about	CDL	drivers.	The	states	will	check	drivers’	history	records	to	be	sure	that	drivers	do	not	have	more	than	1	CDL.	You	are	not	allowed	to	hold	a	mobile	telephone	to	conduct	a	voice	communication	or	dial	a	mobile	telephone
by	pressing	more	than	a	single	button	when	driving.	You	are	not	allowed	to	send	or	read	text	messages	while	driving.	You	must	be	properly	restrained	by	a	safety	belt	at	all	times	while	operating	a	CMV.	The	safety	belt	design	holds	the	driver	securely	behind	the	wheel	during	an	accident,	helps	the	driver	control	the	vehicle,	and	reduces	the	chance	of
serious	injury	or	death.	If	you	do	not	wear	a	safety	belt,	you	are	4	times	more	likely	to	be	fatally	injured	if	you	are	thrown	from	the	vehicle.	All	CDL	drivers	must	know	the	state	laws	limiting	the	size	and	weight	of	vehicles	and	loads.	All	CMVs	must	stop	at	locations	posted	for	CHP	testing	and	inspection	(CVC	§§2802–2805,	and	2813).	Any	officer,	who
has	reason	to	believe	a	CMV	is	not	safely	loaded	or	the	height,	width,	length,	or	weight	of	a	vehicle	and	load	is	unlawful,	is	authorized	to	require	the	driver	to	stop	and	submit	to	an	inspection,	measurement,	or	weighing	of	the	vehicle.	The	officer	may	have	the	driver	stop	in	a	suitable	area	and	reload	or	remove	any	part	of	the	load.	Any	person	driving	a
CMV	over	a	highway	or	bridge	illegally	is	liable	for	all	damage	caused	to	the	highway	or	bridge.	When	the	driver	is	not	the	owner	of	the	vehicle	but	is	operating	it	with	the	permission	of	the	owner,	the	owner	and	driver	may	both	have	to	pay	for	the	damage.	All	commercial	diesel	vehicles	and	equipment	that	operate	in	California,	even	those	based	out
of	state	or	out-of-country,	are	subject	to	the	emission	requirements	as	specified	by	California	Air	Resources	Board	(CARB).	To	enforce	these	requirements,	CARB	is	authorized	to	inspect	all	vehicles	and	equipment	for	excessive	smoke,	tampering,	and	compliance	with	fleet	rules	and	issue	citations	with	substantial	penalties	for	non-compliance.
Commercial	diesel	vehicle	inspections	are	performed	by	CARB	inspection	teams	at	border	crossings,	CHP	weigh	stations,	fleet	facilities,	and	randomly	selected	roadside	locations.	Some	key	regulations	are	as	follows:	Truck	and	Bus	Regulation.	Be	aware!	Beginning	in	2020,	you	will	no	longer	be	able	to	register	vehicles	with	DMV	that	are	not
compliant	with	the	truck	and	bus	regulation.	Regulation	apply	to	nearly	all	privately	and	federally-owned	diesel	trucks	and	buses	and	to	privately	and	publicly-owned	school	buses	with	a	GVWR	greater	than	(>)	14,000	pounds.	Since	January	1,	2012,	all	diesel	trucks	and	buses	that	operate	in	California	must	be	upgraded	with	a	diesel	particulate	filter
(DPF)	to	reduce	exhaust	emissions.	Since	January	1,	2015,	lighter	and	older	heavier	diesel	trucks	must	be	replaced	with	2010	model	year	engines	or	equivalent.	By	January	1,	2023,	nearly	all	trucks	and	buses	will	need	to	have	2010	model	year	engines	or	equivalent.	The	regulation	provides	a	variety	of	flexibility	options	tailored	to	fleets	operating	low
use	vehicles	and	fleets	operating	in	select	locations	like	agricultural	and	construction	areas.	The	regulation	does	provide	a	variety	of	flexibility	options	tailored	to	fleets	operating	low	use	vehicles	and	fleets	operating	in	selected	locations	like	agricultural	and	construction.	Emission	Control	Label	(ECL).	All	diesel	trucks	and	buses	with	a	GVWR	>6,000
pounds	that	have	a	1974	or	newer	engine	must	have	an	ECL	on	the	engine.	A	properly	affixed	and	legible	manufacturer	ECL	is	required	as	proof	that	the	engine	meets	emission	standards.	Periodic	Smoke	Inspection	Program	(PSIP).	All	owners	of	California-based	fleets	with	2	or	more	on-road	diesel	trucks	with	a	GVWR	>	6000	pounds	for	engines	4
years	old	and	older,	must	annually	test	the	opacity	of	these	vehicles	and	maintain	test	records	for	a	minimum	of	2	years.	Starting	in	mid-2019,	trucks	equipped	with	a	DPF,	regardless	of	engine	model	year,	must	comply	with	a	smoke	opacity	limit	of	5	percent.	Non	DPF-equipped	trucks	will	need	to	comply	with	smoke	opacity	limits	of	20	percent,	30
percent,	or	40	percent,	depending	on	engine	model	year	and	technology.	Commercial	Idling.	All	commercial	diesel	vehicles	with	a	GVWR	>10,001	pounds	are	limited	to	5	minutes	of	non-essential	idling	in	all	areas	of	California.	A	CMV	or	school	bus	may	not	idle	for	any	time	at	a	school.	Tractor/Trailer	Greenhouse	Gas	(GHG).	All	2011	through	2013
model-year	sleeper/day-cab	tractors	must	be	SmartWay	designated	models.	Model-year	2014	or	newer	tractors	are	covered	by	federal	regulations.	All	53	feet	or	longer	box	trailers	must	be	SmartWay	certified	or	aerodynamically	retrofitted	to	meet	minimum	standards	of	operation.	Solid	Waste	Control	Vehicle	(SWCV).	All	diesel	trucks	with	a	GVWR
>14,000	pounds	and	model-year	engines	from	1960	to	2006	used	to	collect	residential	and	commercial	solid	waste	must	clean	up	the	exhaust	from	these	vehicles	by	using	particulate	matter	(PM)	reduction	technology.	Public	Agency	and	Utility	Vehicles	(PAU).	All	diesel	vehicles	with	a	GVWR	>14,000	pounds	and	a	1960	through	2007	model	year
engine	operated	by	a	public	agency	or	private	utility	must	clean	up	the	exhaust	from	these	vehicles	by	using	PM	reduction	technology.	Transit	Bus.	All	public	transit	agency	fleet	vehicles	and	urban	buses	with	a	GVWR	>8,500	pounds	must	add	retrofit	DPF	filters,	or	upgrade	to	equipment	that	meets	more	stringent	emission	standards	and/or	replace
existing	diesel	vehicles	with	alternative-fuel	vehicles.	Transport	Refrigeration	Unit	(TRU).	All	diesel	fueled	TRU	trailers	and	TRU	generator	(gen)	sets	based	in	California	must	be	registered	with	ARB,	labeled	with	CARB	Identification	Number	(IDN),	and	meet	in-use	standards	based	upon	the	TRU	engine	model-year.	Additionally,	only	compliant	TRUs
and	gen	sets	may	operate	in	California.	Port	Truck	(Drayage).	All	on-road	Class	7	and	Class	8	(GVWR	>26,000	pounds)	diesel	trucks	that	transport	cargo	to	and	from	California	ports	and	intermodal	rail	yards,	regardless	of	the	state	or	country	of	origin,	must	be	registered	in	the	CARB	Drayage	Truck	Registry	(DTR)	and	have	a	2007	model-year	or
newer	engine.	Note:	For	more	information	on	each	regulation	above,	visit	arb.ca.gov/msprog/truckstop/truckstop.htm	or	call	866-6DIESEL	(866-634-3735).	The	maximum	length	for	a	single	vehicle	is	40	feet.	This	length	may	be	exceeded	by	parts	complying	with	fender	and	mudguard	provisions	of	the	CVC.	Note	Some	vehicles	are	conditionally
exempted	from	the	40-foot	maximum	length	(for	example,	semitrailers,	buses,	and	housecars).	The	front	bumper	of	a	vehicle	must	not	extend	more	than	2	feet	ahead	of	the	fenders,	cab,	or	radiator,	whichever	is	foremost.	On	a	bus,	a	front	and/or	rear	safety	bumper	may	extend	an	additional	foot,	and	a	wheelchair	lift	may	extend	up	to	18	inches	ahead
of	the	bus.	Additional	extensions	up	to	36	inches	in	front	or	10	feet	in	the	rear	of	some	buses	may	be	added	to	transport	bicycles.	An	articulated	bus	or	trolley	coach	cannot	exceed	a	length	of	60	feet.	In	a	combination	of	vehicles,	auxiliary	parts	or	equipment,	which	do	not	provide	space	for	carrying	a	load	or	are	not	used	to	support	or	carry	the	vehicle,
may	exceed	the	single	vehicle	length	limit,	but	the	combination	may	not	exceed	the	length	limit	for	combinations.	A	semitrailer	being	towed	by	a	motor	truck	or	truck	tractor	may	exceed	40	feet	when	certain	conditions	are	met	(CVC	§35400(b)	(4)).	A	combination	of	a	truck	tractor	and	a	trailer	coupled	together	shall	not	exceed	a	total	length	of	65	feet
except	as	provided	in	CVC	§§35401	and	35401.5.	A	combination	of	vehicles	consisting	of	a	truck	tractor,	semitrailer,	and	trailer	cannot	be	longer	than	75	feet,	providing	the	length	of	either	trailer	does	not	exceed	28	feet	6	inches.	If	posted,	cities	and	counties	may	prohibit	a	combination	of	vehicles	in	excess	of	60	feet	in	length	on	highways	they
control.	Other	exceptions	can	be	found	in	CVC	§35401.5.	Extension	devices	are	allowed	with	restrictions	(CVC	§35402).	The	load	length	on	any	vehicle	or	combination	of	vehicles	may	not	be	more	than	75	feet	in	length	measured	from	the	front	of	the	vehicle	or	load	to	the	back	of	the	vehicle	or	load.	Some	length	exceptions	are	listed	below:	If	the	load
consists	only	of	poles,	timbers,	pipes,	integral	structural	materials,	or	single	unit	component	parts,	including:	missile	components,	aircraft	assemblies,	drilling	equipment,	and	tanks	not	exceeding	80	feet	in	length;	provided	they	are	being	transported	on	one	of	the	following:	—	Pole	or	pipe	dolly	or	other	legal	trailer	used	as	a	pole	or	pipe	dolly	pulled
by	a	motor	vehicle.	—	Semitrailer.	—	Semitrailer	and	a	pole	or	pipe	dolly,	pulled	by	a	truck	tractor	to	haul	flexible,	integral,	structural	material	(CVC	§35414).	Public	utilities.	Refer	to	CVC	§35414(B)	for	load	exceptions.	The	load	on	any	vehicle	or	combination	of	vehicles	must	not	extend	more	than	3	feet	beyond	the	foremost	part	of	the	front	bumper	or
tires.	There	are	exceptions	for	booms,	masts	of	shovels	and	cranes,	or	water-well	drilling	and	servicing	equipment	(CVC	§35407).	A	load	composed	solely	of	vehicles	may	extend	4	feet	ahead	of	front	tires	or	the	front	bumper.	The	load	on	any	single	vehicle	may	not	extend	to	the	rear,	beyond	the	last	point	of	support,	more	than	2/3	of	the	length	of	the
wheelbase	of	the	vehicle.	On	a	semitrailer,	the	wheelbase	extends	from	the	center	of	the	last	axle	of	the	towing	vehicle	to	the	center	of	the	last	axle	on	the	semitrailer.	The	outside	width	of	the	body	of	the	vehicle	or	load	must	not	exceed	102	inches	(8	1/2	feet).	The	width	of	a	vehicle	with	pneumatic	(air-filled)	tires,	measured	from	the	outside	of	one
wheel	to	the	outside	of	the	opposite	wheel,	must	not	exceed	108	inches	(9	feet).	Permitted	devices,	limited	to	door	handles,	hinges,	cable	cinchers,	chain	binders,	and	placard	holders	may	extend	3	inches	(6	inches	on	one	side	for	vehicles	used	for	recreational	purposes)	on	each	side	of	the	vehicle	or	load.	Required	devices,	limited	to	lights,	mirrors,	or
other	devices,	may	extend	up	to	10	inches	on	each	side.	Cities	and	counties	may	post	signs	on	highways	which	they	control,	to	permit	wider	vehicles,	or	prohibit	vehicles	wider	than	96	inches	(8	feet).	Special	mobile	equipment	and	special	construction	and	highway	maintenance	equipment	may	not	be	more	than	120	inches	(10	feet)	wide.	Motor
coaches	or	buses	may	be	102	inches	wide.	When	operated	by	common	carriers	for	hire	in	urban	or	suburban	service,	they	may	be	104	inches	wide.	When	a	vehicle	is	carrying	loosely	piled	agricultural	products,	such	as	hay,	straw,	or	leguminous	plants	in	bulk,	rather	than	crated,	baled,	boxed,	or	stacked,	the	load	and	racks	that	hold	the	load	may	be	no
more	than	120	inches	wide.	A	special	trip	permit	may	be	obtained	from	the	California	Department	of	Transportation	(Caltrans)	to	transport	trusses	and	similar	one-piece	construction	components	up	to	12	feet	wide	(CVC	§35780.5).	Implements	of	husbandry	(farm	equipment)	are	generally	exempted	from	width	and	length	limitations	if	they	are
operated,	transported,	or	towed	over	a	highway	incidental	to	normal	farming	operations.	Owners	and	operators	of	such	equipment	should	refer	to	the	CVC	provisions	which	apply.	A	CalTrans	transportation	permit	may	be	necessary	(CVC	§§36000	and	36600).	The	vehicle	height	limit	and/or	load	limit,	measured	from	the	surface	of	the	roadway	on
which	the	vehicle	stands,	is	14	feet.	EXCEPTIONS:	Double	deck	buses	may	not	exceed	14	feet	3	inches.	Farm	equipment	moved	incidentally	over	a	highway.	Caltrans	has	authority	to	post	signs	at	bridges	and	along	state	highways	stating	the	maximum	weight	they	will	sustain.	Such	weight	may	be	greater	or	lesser	than	the	maximum	weight	limits	for	a
vehicle	specified	in	CVC	§§35550-35557.	Counties	and	cities	may	post	higher	or	lower	weight	limit	signs	along	highways	and	at	bridges	they	control.	Alternate	routes	may	be	given	for	vehicles	that	are	too	heavy	for	posted	highways	and	bridges.*	Note	Weight	limitations	by	local	ordinance	do	not	prevent	CMV	from	entering	posted	streets	or	highways
by	direct	route	to	(a)	make	pickups	or	deliveries	of	goods,	wares,	and	merchandise,	(b)	deliver	materials	for	bona	fide	construction,	repair,	etc.	of	a	structure	for	which	a	permit	has	been	obtained,	or	(c)	make	public	utility	construction	or	repairs.	The	gross	weight	that	can	be	carried	by	the	wheels	of	any	one	end	of	an	axle	must	not	exceed	20,000
pounds	(20,500	pounds	for	buses).	Additionally,	the	load	limit	stated	by	the	tire	manufacturer	(molded	on	at	least	1	sidewall)	shall	not	be	exceeded.	The	weight	carried	by	the	wheel	or	wheels	on	one	end	of	an	axle	must	not	exceed	10,500	pounds.	This	limitation	does	not	apply	to	vehicles	transporting	livestock	(CVC	§35550).	Combinations	of	vehicles
made	up	of	a	trailer	or	semitrailer,	and	each	vehicle	in	the	combination,	must	meet	either	the	weight	provisions	of	CVC	§35551	or	the	following:	The	gross	weight	placed	on	a	highway	by	the	wheels	on	any	one	axle	of	a	vehicle	must	not	exceed	18,000	pounds.	The	gross	weight	on	any	1	wheel,	or	wheels,	supporting	one	end	of	an	axle	and	resting	on	a
roadway	must	not	exceed	9,500	pounds.	EXCEPTIONS:	—	The	gross	weight	placed	on	a	highway	by	the	wheels	on	any	front	steering	axle	of	a	motor	vehicle	must	not	exceed	12,500	pounds.	—	Vehicles	carrying	livestock	are	exempt	from	the	gross	weight	limit,	which	applies	to	a	wheel	at	one	end	of	an	axle.	A	complete	list	of	vehicles	exempt	from	front-
axle	weight	limits	can	be	found	in	CVC	§35551.5(b).	The	total	gross	weight	with	load,	placed	on	a	highway	by	any	2	or	more	consecutive	axles	of	a	combination	of	vehicles,	or	vehicle	in	the	combination,	where	the	distance	between	the	first	and	last	axles	of	the	2	or	more	consecutive	axles	is	18	feet	or	less,	must	not	exceed	that	given	for	the	respective
distance	as	shown	in	the	table	in	CVC	§35551.5(c).	When	the	distance	between	the	first	and	last	axles	is	more	than	18	feet,	use	the	table	shown	in	CVC	§35551.5(d).	Weight	limits	for	vehicles	transporting	logs	are	contained	in	CVC	§§35552	and	35785.	Such	additional	weight	may	not	be	transported	on	interstate	highways.	Highways	and	bridges	are
designed	to	carry	only	a	certain	amount	of	weight	per	foot	of	distance	between	axles.	Vehicles	carrying	heavy	loads	must	not	put	too	much	weight	on	any	point;	the	limitations	are	shown	in	the	tables	found	in	CVC	§§35551	and	35551.5.	The	total	gross	weight	in	pounds	placed	on	the	highway	by	any	group	of	2	or	more	consecutive	axles	must	not



exceed	that	given	for	the	respective	distance	in	that	table.	In	addition	to	the	weight	specified	in	the	previously	mentioned	table,	two	consecutive	sets	of	tandem	axles	may	carry	a	gross	weight	of	34,000	pounds	each,	if	the	distance	between	the	first	and	last	axles	of	the	sets	of	axles	is	36	feet	or	more.	The	gross	weight	on	each	set	of	tandem	axles	must
not	exceed	34,000	pounds	and	the	gross	weight	on	2	consecutive	sets	of	tandem	axles	must	not	exceed	68,000	pounds	(CVC	§35551(b)).	Load	limits	are	not	enforced	when	vehicles	are	loading	or	unloading	in	the	immediate	vicinity	of	a	loading	or	unloading	area.	A	driver	moving	a	load	under	a	special	permit	may	not	change	the	route.	EXCEPTION:	To
avoid	violating	a	local	city	traffic	regulation,	the	driver	may	detour	the	route	on	nonresidential	streets	only	and	return	to	the	route	as	soon	as	possible.	A	driver	who	changes	from	the	permitted	route	for	an	extralegal	load,	without	a	peace	officer’s	authorization	to	do	so,	is	guilty	of	a	misdemeanor.	A	standard	for	enforcing	weight	laws	has	been
established	by	CHP.	The	standard	states,	“Vehicles	weighing	in	excess	of	the	legal	limits	by	100	pounds	or	more	shall	not	be	permitted	to	proceed	until	the	overload	has	been	adjusted	or	removed.”	In	practice,	CHP	will	allow	for	a	200	pound	variation	factor.	After	applying	the	variation	factor,	any	vehicle	exceeding	the	axle	weight,	axle	group	weight,
or	gross	weight	limits	by	100	pounds	or	more	will	be	issued	a	citation	and	required	either	to	adjust	the	load	to	make	it	legal	or	obtain	an	overweight	permit	before	proceeding.	Cargo	containing	HazMat	materials	may	be	allowed	to	proceed	as	loaded,	provided	unloading	or	load	adjustment	cannot	be	handled	with	reasonable	safety	to	the	driver	and	the
public.	Livestock	and	field-loaded	bulk	perishable	agricultural	products	destined	for	human	consumption	being	transported	from	the	field	to	the	first	point	of	processing	have	a	special	exemption.	Drivers	of	vehicles	transporting	livestock	and	perishable	agricultural	products	will	be	cited	and	allowed	to	proceed	as	long	as	the	weight	does	not	exceed
legal	limits	by	1,000	pounds	on	any	axle	or	axle	group	of	a	single	truck,	or	2,000	pounds	gross	weight	on	a	combination	of	vehicles.	Transporting	an	oversize	extralegal	load	without	a	permit	is	punishable	by	a	fine,	jail	time,	or	both.	Excess	load	penalties	may	also	be	imposed.	It	is	against	the	law	in	California	to	drive	or	move,	on	any	street	or	highway,
any	vehicle	that	is	wider,	higher,	or	heavier	than	the	limits	described	here.	Permits	for	oversized	vehicles	may	be	obtained	from:	Caltrans–for	state	highways.	The	city	or	county–for	city	or	county	highways.	Any	person	who	operates	any	CMV	either	for	hire	or	privately	(not	for	hire)	must	obtain	a	motor	carrier	permit	(MCP)	(CVC	§34620).	The	MCP
definition	for	a	CMV	is	any:	Self-propelled	vehicle	listed	in	CVC	§§34500(a),	(b),	(f),	(g),	and	(k).	Motor	truck	with	2	or	more	axles	weighing	more	than	10,000	pounds	GVWR.	Other	motor	vehicle	used	to	transport	property	for	hire.	Note:	An	MCP	CMV	does	not	include	vehicles	operated	by	household	goods	carriers	(California	Public	Utilities
Commission	(CPUC	§5109)),	pickup	trucks	(CVC	§471),	or	2-axle	daily	rental	trucks	(noncommercial	use)	weighing	less	than	26,001	pounds	gross.	To	obtain	MCP	forms	and	information,	visit	dmv.ca.gov,	write,	or	call:	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles		Motor	Carrier	Permit	Operations,	MS	H875	PO	Box	932370	Sacramento,	CA	94232–3700	(916)	657-
8153	Interstate	or	foreign	motor	carriers	transporting	property	must	obtain	UCR,	as	outlined	in	the	final	regulations	issued	by	the	Federal	Unified	Carrier	Registration	Act	of	2005.	UCR	fees	can	be	paid	online	at	plan.ucr.gov.	To	obtain	UCR	forms	and	information,	visit	dmv.ca.gov,	write,	or	call:	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles	Motor	Carrier	Permit
Operations,	MS	H875	PO	Box	932370	Sacramento,	CA	94232-3700	(916)	657-8153	The	maximum	speed	limit	in	California	is	55	mph	for	the	following	vehicles	(CVC	§22406):	A	truck	or	truck	tractor	having	3	or	more	axles.	A	vehicle	pulling	any	other	vehicle.	A	school	bus	transporting	any	pupil.	A	farm	labor	vehicle	transporting	passengers.	Any	vehicle
transporting	explosives.	A	trailer	bus.	For	all	other	vehicles,	the	maximum	speed	limit	on	most	California	highways	is	65	mph.	However,	for	2-lane	undivided	highways,	the	maximum	speed	limit	is	55	mph,	unless	a	higher	speed	limit	is	posted.	On	some	highways,	the	maximum	speed	limit	is	70	mph,	but	only	if	there	are	signs	posted	showing	70	mph.
No	person	shall	drive	at	such	a	slow	speed	as	to	impede	or	block	normal	and	reasonable	movement	of	traffic,	except	when	reduced	speed	is	necessary	for	safe	operation,	for	compliance	with	the	law,	or	when	the	size	and	weight	of	the	vehicle	or	combination	makes	reduced	speed	unavoidable.	Vehicles	listed	in	CVC	§22406	must	be	driven	in	the
designated	lane	or	lanes	when	signs	are	posted.	When	no	signs	are	posted,	these	vehicles	must	be	driven	in	the	right-hand	traffic	lane	or	as	close	as	possible	to	the	right	edge	or	curb.	On	a	divided	highway	with	4	or	more	traffic	lanes	in	one	direction,	these	vehicles	may	also	be	driven	in	the	lane	just	to	the	left	of	the	right-hand	lane.	When	overtaking
or	passing	another	vehicle	going	in	the	same	direction,	drivers	of	such	vehicles	must	use	either:	(1)	the	designated	lane,	(2)	the	lane	just	to	the	left	of	the	right-hand	lane,	or	(3)	the	right-hand	traffic	lane	when	such	use	is	permitted.	Designated	system	access	does	not	apply	to	a	driver	who	is	either:	(1)	preparing	for	a	left-	or	right-hand	turn,	(2)	in	the
process	of	entering	or	exiting	a	highway,	(3)	driving	in	a	lane	other	than	the	right-hand	lane	“to	continue	on	the	intended	route.”	Buses,	except	school	buses	or	trailer	buses,	may	drive	in	any	lane	as	long	as	they	are	not	towing	another	vehicle.	Movement	off	or	onto	the	designated	system	(freeways/highways)	by	larger	trucks	is	allowed	only	at
interchanges	or	exits,	which	have	the	following	signs:	Movement	is	allowed	along	signed	routes	to	reach	terminals.	Terminals	are	locations	where:	—	Freight	is	consolidated.	—	Full	loads	are	off-loaded.	—	Vehicle	combinations	are	regularly	maintained,	stored,	or	manufactured.	Movement	is	allowed	up	to	1	mile	from	the	identified	exit	or	entrances
leading	to	or	from	specified	highways	to	obtain:	—	Food	—	Fuel	—	Lodging	—	Repairs	On	a	2-lane	highway	where	passing	is	unsafe,	a	slow-moving	vehicle	with	5	or	more	vehicle	behind	it	must	turn	off	the	roadway	at	the	nearest	place	designated	by	signs	as	a	turnout,	or	wherever	sufficient	area	for	a	safe	turnout	exists,	to	let	the	following	vehicles
pass.	You	are	required	to	comply	with	California’s	driver	hours	of	service	regulations	when	you	are	involved	in	INTRAstate	commerce.	You	are	considered	to	be	involved	in	intrastate	commerce	when	you	do	not:	Cross	the	state	line.	Transport	cargo	which	originated	from	another	state.	Transport	cargo	destined	outside	of	California.	Transport	any
hazardous	substance	or	waste	(CFR,	Title	49	§171.8).	You	are	required	to	comply	with	federal	driver	hours	of	service	regulations	when	you	are	involved	in	INTERstate	commerce.	You	are	considered	to	be	involved	in	interstate	commerce	when	the	cargo	you	transport:	Originates	out	of	state.	Is	destined	out	of	state.	Consists	of	hazardous	substances	or
wastes	(CFR,	Title	49	§171.8).	Any	combination	of	the	above.	CHP	is	authorized	to	develop	additional	safety	and	driving	regulations	(CVC	§§34501	and	34501.2).	A	driver’s	record	of	duty	status	must	be	used	to	record	all	of	the	driver’s	hours.	Drivers	of	CMVs	must	be	in	compliance	with	the	hours	of	service	requirements	of	the	CFR,	Title	49	§395.8	and
the	California	Code	of	Regulations	(CCR),	Title	13	§§1201–1213.	A	driver’s	record	of	duty	status	must	be	kept	in	duplicate	by	each	driver	and	each	co-driver	while	driving,	on	duty	but	not	driving,	or	resting	in	a	sleeper	berth.	The	record	of	duty	status	must	be	presented	for	inspection	immediately	upon	request	by	any	authorized	CHP	employee,	any
regularly	employed	and	salaried	police	officer,	or	deputy	sheriff.	There	may	be	instances	when	you	do	not	need	to	maintain	a	record	of	duty	status.	Hours	of	Service	Condition	FEDERAL	(Interstate	commerce)	CALIFORNIA	(Intrastate	Commerce)	Driving	time	Hours	of	ServiceYou	may	not	drive	for	more	than	11	hours	following	10	consecutive	hours
off	duty.	ConditionYou	may	not	drive	for	more	than	12	hours	following	10	consecutive	hours	off	duty.	On	duty	time	Hours	of	ServiceYou	may	not	drive	beyond	the	14th	hour	after	coming	on	duty	following	10	hours	off	duty.	You	may	perform	work,	except	for	driving,	after	being	on	duty	for	14	hours.	ConditionYou	may	not	drive	after	having	been	on
duty	for	16	hours.	You	may	perform	work,	except	for	driving,	after	being	on	duty	for	16	hours.	Multiple	day	on	duty	time	limitations	Hours	of	ServiceYou	are	not	eligible	to	drive	after	having	been	on	duty	for	60	hours	in	a	7-day	period.	However,	if	a	motor	carrier	has	commercial	motor	vehicles	operating	7	days	a	week,	the	driver	is	not	eligible	to	drive
after	having	been	on	duty	for	70	hours	in	an	8-day	period.	A	driver	may	restart	a	7/8	consecutive	day	period	after	taking	34	or	more	consecutive	hours	off	duty.	ConditionYou	are	not	eligible	to	drive	after	having	been	on	duty	for	80	hours	in	any	8	consecutive	day	period	or	if	transporting	farm	products	after	having	been	on	duty	112	hours	in	any
consecutive	8-day	period.	For	truck	drivers,	any	period	of	8	consecutive	days	may	end	with	the	beginning	of	any	off-duty	period	of	34	or	more	consecutive	hours.	Off	duty	time	Hours	of	ServiceAfter	driving	for	11	hours	or	being	on	duty	for	14	hours,	you	may	not	drive	again	until	you	have	had	10	consecutive	hours	off	duty.	Exception:	If	the	truck	is
equipped	with	a	sleeper	berth,	these	10	hours	may	be	broken	up	into	2	periods	provided	one	is	not	less	than	8	hours.	ConditionAfter	driving	for	12	hours	or	being	on	duty	for	16	hours,	you	may	not	drive	again	until	you	have	had	10	consecutive	hours	off	duty.	Exception:	If	the	truck	is	equipped	with	a	sleeper	berth,	these	10	hours	may	be	broken	up
into	2	periods,	provided	one	period	is	not	less	than	8	hours.	Adverse	driving	condition	Hours	of	ServiceYou	may	drive	an	additional	2	hours	if	you	encounter	adverse	weather	conditions	which	were	not	apparent	at	the	start	of	the	trip.	ConditionYou	may	drive	an	additional	2	hours	if	you	encounter	adverse	weather	conditions	which	were	not	apparent	at
the	start	of	the	trip.	Regardless	of	the	adverse	conditions,	you	are	not	allowed	to	drive	for	more	than	14	hours	or	after	having	been	on	duty	more	than	16	hours.	Hours	of	Service	Note:	The	changes	to	hours	of	service	(HOS)	rules	do	not	affect	bus	drivers,	at	this	time.	For	up-to-date	HOS	rules,	visit	www.fmcsa.dot.gov	or	www.chp.ca.gov.	A	driver	is
disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	offenses	while	operating	either	a		COMMERCIAL	or	NONCOMMERCIAL	motor	vehicle	(non-CMV):	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	offenses	while	operating	either	a	
COMMERCIAL	or	NONCOMMERCIAL	motor	vehicle	(non-CMV):Offense	1st	conviction	or	DUI	test	refusal	in	CMV	1st	conviction	or	DUI	test	refusal	in	non-CMV	1st	conviction	or	DUI	test	refusal	in	CMV	transporting	Hazmat	2nd	conviction	or	DUI	test	refusal	in	separate	incident	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	CMV	2nd	conviction	or	DUI	test	refusal	in
separate	incident	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	non-CMV	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	offenses	while	operating	either	a		COMMERCIAL	or	NONCOMMERCIAL	motor	vehicle	(non-CMV):Under	the	influence	of	alcohol	1	year	1	year	3	years	Life	Life	A	driver	is	disqualified
from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	offenses	while	operating	either	a		COMMERCIAL	or	NONCOMMERCIAL	motor	vehicle	(non-CMV):Under	the	influence	of	controlled	substance	1	year	1	year	3	years	Life	Life	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of
any	of	the	following	offenses	while	operating	either	a		COMMERCIAL	or	NONCOMMERCIAL	motor	vehicle	(non-CMV):BAC	of	0.04%	or	higher	while	operating	CMV	1	year	Not	applicable	3	years	Life	Not	applicable	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	offenses	while	operating
either	a		COMMERCIAL	or	NONCOMMERCIAL	motor	vehicle	(non-CMV):Refusing	to	take	DUI	test	required	by	implied	consent	laws	1	year	1	year	3	years	Life	Life	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	offenses	while	operating	either	a		COMMERCIAL	or	NONCOMMERCIAL
motor	vehicle	(non-CMV):Leaving	the	scene	of	an	accident	1	year	1	year	3	years	Life	Life	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	offenses	while	operating	either	a		COMMERCIAL	or	NONCOMMERCIAL	motor	vehicle	(non-CMV):Using	vehicle	in	felony	not	involving	a	controlled
substance	1	year	1	year	3	years	Life	Life	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	offenses	while	operating	either	a		COMMERCIAL	or	NONCOMMERCIAL	motor	vehicle	(non-CMV):Driving	CMV	while	DL	is	revoked,	suspended,	or	canceled	or	when	disqualified	from	operating	a	CMV
1	year	Not	applicable	3	years	Life	Not	applicable	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	offenses	while	operating	either	a		COMMERCIAL	or	NONCOMMERCIAL	motor	vehicle	(non-CMV):Negligent	operation	of	CMV	causing	a	fatality	1	year	Not	applicable	3	years	Life	Not
applicable	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	offenses	while	operating	either	a		COMMERCIAL	or	NONCOMMERCIAL	motor	vehicle	(non-CMV):Using	vehicle	in	felony	involving	a	controlled	substance	Life	Life	Life	Life	Life	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial
Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	offenses	while	operating	either	a		COMMERCIAL	or	NONCOMMERCIAL	motor	vehicle	(non-CMV):Synopsis	of	Table	1	Section	383.51	Federal	Motor	Carrier	Safety	Administration	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following
SERIOUS	offenses:	Offense	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	CMV	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	non-CMV,	if	conviction	results	in	revocation,	cancellation,	or	suspension	of	all	driving	privileges	3rd	or	subsequent	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years
of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	CMV	3rd	or	subsequent	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	non-CMV,	if	conviction	results	in	revocation,	cancellation,	or	suspension	of	all	driving	privileges	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	SERIOUS
offenses:Speeding	15	mph	or	more	above	the	posted	speed	limit	Offense60	days	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	CMV60	days	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	non-CMV,	if	conviction	results	in	revocation,	cancellation,	or	suspension	of	all	driving	privileges120
days	3rd	or	subsequent	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	CMV120	days	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	SERIOUS	offenses:Reckless	driving	Offense60	days	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in
a	CMV60	days	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	non-CMV,	if	conviction	results	in	revocation,	cancellation,	or	suspension	of	all	driving	privileges120	days	3rd	or	subsequent	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	CMV120	days	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a
Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	SERIOUS	offenses:Making	improper	or	erratic	lane	changes	Offense60	days	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	CMV60	days	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	non-CMV,	if	conviction	results	in
revocation,	cancellation,	or	suspension	of	all	driving	privileges120	days	3rd	or	subsequent	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	CMV120	days	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	SERIOUS	offenses:Following	too	closely	Offense60	days	2nd
conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	CMV60	days	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	non-CMV,	if	conviction	results	in	revocation,	cancellation,	or	suspension	of	all	driving	privileges120	days	3rd	or	subsequent	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these
offenses	in	a	CMV120	days	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	SERIOUS	offenses:Violating	a	traffic	law	which	causes	a	fatal	accident	Offense60	days	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	CMV60	days	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident
within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	non-CMV,	if	conviction	results	in	revocation,	cancellation,	or	suspension	of	all	driving	privileges120	days	3rd	or	subsequent	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	CMV120	days	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of
the	following	SERIOUS	offenses:Driving	CMV	without	obtaining	a	CDL	Offense60	days	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	CMVNot	applicable	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	non-CMV,	if	conviction	results	in	revocation,	cancellation,	or	suspension	of	all	driving
privileges120	days	3rd	or	subsequent	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	CMVNot	applicable	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	SERIOUS	offenses:Driving	CMV	without	CDL	in	possession	Offense60	days	2nd	conviction	in	separate
incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	CMVNot	applicable	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	non-CMV,	if	conviction	results	in	revocation,	cancellation,	or	suspension	of	all	driving	privileges120	days	3rd	or	subsequent	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a
CMVNot	applicable	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	SERIOUS	offenses:Driving	CMV	without	proper	class	CDL	and/or	endorsements	Offense60	days	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	CMVNot	applicable	2nd	conviction	in	separate
incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	non-CMV,	if	conviction	results	in	revocation,	cancellation,	or	suspension	of	all	driving	privileges120	days	3rd	or	subsequent	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	in	a	CMVNot	applicable	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if
convicted	of	any	of	the	following	SERIOUS	offenses:Synopsis	Table	2	Section	383.51	Federal	Motor	Carrier	Safety	Administration	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	RAILROAD	HIGHWAY	GRADE	CROSSING	offenses	(either	federal,	state,	or	local):	A	driver	is	disqualified	from
operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	RAILROAD	HIGHWAY	GRADE	CROSSING	offenses	(either	federal,	state,	or	local):Offense	1st	conviction	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	3rd	or	subsequent	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	3	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	A
driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	RAILROAD	HIGHWAY	GRADE	CROSSING	offenses	(either	federal,	state,	or	local):Fails	to	slow	down	to	check	for	approaching	train.	NOTE:	Regulations	may	not	require	the	driver	to	stop.	No	less	than	60	days	No	less	than	120	days	No	less	than
1	year	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	RAILROAD	HIGHWAY	GRADE	CROSSING	offenses	(either	federal,	state,	or	local):Fails	to	stop	before	reaching	the	crossing	if	tracks	are	not	clear.	NOTE:	Regulations	may	not	require	the	driver	to	stop.	No	less	than	60	days	No	less
than	120	days	No	less	than	1	year	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	RAILROAD	HIGHWAY	GRADE	CROSSING	offenses	(either	federal,	state,	or	local):Fails	to	stop	before	crossing	the	tracks.	NOTE:	Regulations	require	the	driver	to	stop.	No	less	than	60	days	No	less	than	120
days	No	less	than	1	year	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	RAILROAD	HIGHWAY	GRADE	CROSSING	offenses	(either	federal,	state,	or	local):Fails	to	allow	enough	space	to	completely	cross	the	tracks	without	stopping.	No	less	than	60	days	No	less	than	120	days	No	less	than
1	year	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	RAILROAD	HIGHWAY	GRADE	CROSSING	offenses	(either	federal,	state,	or	local):Fails	to	obey	traffic	device	or	directions	from	a	railroad	crossing	guard	No	less	than	60	days	No	less	than	120	days	No	less	than	1	year	A	driver	is
disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	RAILROAD	HIGHWAY	GRADE	CROSSING	offenses	(either	federal,	state,	or	local):Cannot	cross	tracks	because	of	insufficient	undercarriage	clearance	No	less	than	60	days	No	less	than	120	days	No	less	than	1	year	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating
a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	RAILROAD	HIGHWAY	GRADE	CROSSING	offenses	(either	federal,	state,	or	local):Synopsis	of	Table	3	Section	383.51	Federal	Motor	Carrier	Safety	Administration	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	OUT-
OF-SERVICE	orders:	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	OUT-OF-SERVICE	orders:Offense	1st	conviction	2nd	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	10	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	3rd	or	subsequent	conviction	in	separate	incident	within	10	years	of	any	of	these	offenses	A
driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	OUT-OF-SERVICE	orders:Violates	a	driver	or	vehicle	out-of-service	order	while	transporting	non-HazMat	No	less	than	90	days	or	more	than	1	year	No	less	than	1	year	or	more	than	5	years	No	less	than	3	years	or	more	than	5	years	A	driver	is
disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	OUT-OF-SERVICE	orders:Violates	a	driver	or	vehicle	out-of-service	order	while	transporting	HazMat	or	16	or	more	passengers,	including	the	driver.	No	less	than	180	days	or	more	than	2	years	No	less	that	3	years	or	more	than	5	years	No	less	than	3
years	or	more	than	5	years	A	driver	is	disqualified	from	operating	a	Commercial	Motor	Vehicle	(CMV)	if	convicted	of	any	of	the	following	OUT-OF-SERVICE	orders:Synopsis	of	Table	4	Section	383.51	Federal	Motor	Carrier	Safety	Administration	As	of	January	1,	2017,	every	driver	involved	in	an	accident	which	results	in	death,	injury,	or	property
damage	over	$1000	must	report	the	accident	on	a	Report	of	Traffic	Accident	Occurring	in	California	(SR	1)	form	to	DMV.	Report	forms	are	available	at	dmv.ca.gov,	by	calling	CHP	at	(916)	657-6677	or	DMV	at	1-800-777-0133,	and	at	DMV	offices.	You	(or	your	authorized	representative)	must	submit	the	report	within	10	days	of	the	accident,	whether
you	caused	the	accident	or	not,	and	even	if	the	accident	occurred	on	private	property.	The	SR	1	is	required	in	addition	to	any	other	report	made	to	or	by	law	enforcement	or	your	insurance	company	if	the	accident	resulted	in	any	damage	over	$1000	and/or	an	injury	or	death.	If	you	do	not	report	the	accident	to	DMV,	your	driving	privilege	will	be
suspended.	Note	CDL	holders	may	downgrade	to	a	noncommercial	DL	during	any	mandatory	suspension	period	in	order	to	be	eligible	to	obtain	a	restricted	DL.	In	order	to	regain	your	CDL,	all	knowledge,	skills	tests,	and	fees	will	be	required.	California	law	states	that	you	must	notify	your	employer	within	5	days	if	you	have	an	accident	while	driving
your	employer’s	vehicle	(CVC	§16002).	However,	your	employer	may	require	you	to	notify	them	immediately.	Motor	Carriers	of	Property.	Most	CMVs	transporting	property	are	under	the	regulation	of	DMV,	whose	liability	and	property	damage	requirements	are	listed	below.	The	following	limits	do	not	apply	to	pickup	trucks	as	defined	in	CVC	§471	and
2-axle	daily	rental	trucks	with	a	GVWR	less	than	26,001	pounds	when	operated	in	noncommercial	use:	Transporting	general	freight	exclusively	in	vehicles	having	a	GVWR	of	10,000	pounds	or	less:	$300,000	combined	single	limit.	Transporting	general	freight	in	vehicles	having	a	GVWR	of	10,001	pounds	or	more:	$750,000	combined	single	limit.
Transporting	petroleum	products	in	bulk	on	the	highways:	$500,000	for	injury	or	death	of	1	person,	$1,000,000	for	injury	or	death	to	2	or	more	persons,	$200,000	for	damage	to	property,	or	$1,200,000	combined	single	limit.	Transporting	oil,	HazMat,	or	waste:	$1,000,000.	combined	single	limit.	Transporting	hazardous	substances,	compressed	gas,
liquefied	compressed	gas	in	cargo	tanks,	portable	tanks,	or	hopper-type	vehicles	with	capacities	in	excess	of	3,500	water	gallons,	or	transporting	Division	1.1,	1.2,	or	1.3	explosives,	poison	gas,	or	highway-route	controlled	quantities	of	radioactive	materials:	$5,000,000	combined	single	limit.	Information	on	transporting	HazMat	or	wastes	may	be
obtained	from	the	Department	of	Toxic	Substances	Control	(DTSC)	and	CHP.	Note	Not	all	coverage	requirements	are	listed	in	this	section.	For	questions	related	to	liability	insurance	for	motor	carriers,	call	the	DMV	Motor	Carrier	Permit	Operations	at	(916)	657-8153.	FR	may	be	maintained	by	one	of	the	following:	Certificate	of	Insurance	(MC	65	M).
Surety	bond	(MC	55	M).	Certificate	of	Self	Insurance	Motor	Carriers	of	Property	(MC	131	M).	Motor	carriers	must	maintain	evidence	of	insurance	on	file	during	the	active	life	of	the	permit.	Whenever	DMV	determines	that	a	motor	carrier’s	Certificate	of	Insurance	or	surety	bond	has	expired	or	been	cancelled,	DMV	will	suspend	the	MCP.	To	avoid
MCP	suspension,	contact	your	insurance	provider	to	submit	valid	liability	coverage.	Drivers	must	show	evidence	of	FR	prior	to	the	operation	of	the	vehicle.	Evidence	is	met	if	the	vehicle	displays	exempt	plates	or	is	owned,	leased	by,	or	under	the	direction	of	the	U.S.	government.	If	you	operate	a	CDL-required	vehicle	in	interstate	commerce,	the
vehicle,	with	few	exceptions,	is	required	to	be	registered	under	the	International	Registration	Plan	(IRP)	and	the	International	Fuel	Tax	Agreement	(IFTA).	These	federally	mandated	programs	provide	for	the	equitable	collection	and	distribution	of	vehicle	license	fees	and	motor	fuel	taxes	for	vehicles	traveling	throughout	the	48	contiguous	U.S.	and	10
Canadian	provinces.	Under	the	IRP,	jurisdictions	must	register	apportioned	vehicles,	which	includes	issuing	license	plates	and	cab	cards	or	proper	credentials,	calculating,	collecting,	and	distributing	IRP	fees,	auditing	carriers	for	accuracy	of	reported	distance	and	fees,	and	enforcing	IRP	requirements.	Registrant	responsibilities	under	the	plan
include	applying	for	IRP	registration	with	base	jurisdiction,	providing	proper	documentation	for	registration,	paying	appropriate	IRP	registration	fees,	properly	displaying	registration	credentials,	maintaining	accurate	distance	records,	and	making	records	available	for	jurisdiction	review.	The	basic	concept	behind	IFTA	is	to	allow	a	licensee	(motor
carrier)	to	license	in	a	base	jurisdiction	for	the	reporting	and	payment	of	motor	fuel	use	taxes.	Under	IFTA,	a	licensee	is	issued	one	set	of	credentials,	which	authorizes	operations	through	all	IFTA	member	jurisdictions.	The	motor	fuel	use	taxes	collected	pursuant	to	IFTA	are	calculated	based	on	the	number	of	miles	(or	kilometers)	traveled	and	number
of	gallons	(liters)	consumed	in	the	member	jurisdictions.	The	licensee	files	one	quarterly	tax	return	with	the	base	jurisdiction	by	which	the	licensee	will	report	all	operations	through	IFTA	member	jurisdictions.	It	is	the	base	jurisdiction’s	responsibility	to	remit	the	taxes	collected	to	other	member	jurisdictions	and	represent	the	other	member
jurisdictions	in	the	tax	collection	process,	including	the	performance	of	audits.	An	IFTA	licensee	must	retain	records	to	support	the	information	reported	on	the	IFTA	quarterly	tax	return.	The	IRP	registrant	and	IFTA	licensee	may	be	the	vehicle	owner	or	operator.	The	requirement	for	acquiring	IRP	license	plates	for	a	vehicle	and	IFTA	license	for	a
motor	carrier	is	determined	by	the	definitions	from	the	IRP	and	the	IFTA	for	apportionable	vehicle	and	qualified	motor	vehicle.	For	the	Purposes	of	IRP:	Apportionable	vehicle	means	any	power	unit	that	is	used,	or	intended	for	use,	in	two	or	more	member	jurisdictions	for	the	transportation	of	persons	for	hire,	or	designed,	used,	or	maintained
primarily	for	the	transportation	of	property,	and	at	least	one	of	the	following:	Has	2	axles	and	a	gross	vehicle	weight	(GVW)	or	registered	GVW	in	excess	of	26,000	pounds	(11,793.401	kilograms).	Has	3	or	more	axles,	regardless	of	weight.	Used	in	combination,	when	the	GVW	of	such	combination	exceeds	26,000	pounds	(11,793.401	kilograms).	A
recreational	vehicle,	vehicle	displaying	restricted	plates,	bus	used	in	the	transportation	of	chartered	parties,	or	government-owned	vehicle	is	not	an	apportionable	vehicle;	except	that	a	truck	or	truck	tractor,	power	unit	in	a	combination	of	vehicles	having	a	GVW	of	26,000	pounds	(11,793.401	kilograms)	or	less,	and	bus	used	in	the	transportation	of
chartered	parties,	may	be	registered	under	IRP	at	the	option	of	the	registrant.	While	similar,	the	“qualified	motor	vehicle”	in	IFTA	means	a	motor	vehicle	used,	designed,	or	maintained	for	transportation	of	persons	or	property	and	at	least	one	of	the	following:	Has	2	axles	and	a	GVW	or	registered	GVW	exceeding	26,000	pounds	(11,797	kilograms).
Used	in	combination,	when	the	weight	of	such	combination	exceeds	26,000	pounds	(11,797	kilograms)	GVW	or	registered	GVW.	Qualified	motor	vehicle	does	not	include	recreational	vehicles.	Has	3	or	more	axles,	regardless	of	weight.	If	the	vehicle	you	operate	is	registered	under	IRP	and	you	are	motor	carrier	licensed	under	IFTA,	you	are	required	to
comply	with	the	mandatory	record	keeping	requirements	for	operating	the	vehicle.	A	universally	accepted	method	of	capturing	this	information	is	through	the	completion	of	an	Individual	Vehicle	Distance	Record	(IVDR),	sometimes	referred	to	as	a	Driver	Trip	Report.	This	document	reflects	the	distance	traveled	and	fuel	purchased	for	a	vehicle	that
operates	interstate	under	apportioned	(IRP)	registration	and	IFTA	fuel	tax	credentials.	Although	the	actual	format	of	the	IVDR	may	vary,	the	information	that	is	required	for	proper	record	keeping	does	not.	In	order	to	satisfy	the	requirements	for	IVDRs,	these	documents	must	include	the	following	information:	Per	Article	IV	of	the	IRP	Plan:	Date	of	trip
(starting	and	ending).	Trip	origin	and	destination	city	and	state	or	province.	Route(s)	of	travel.	Beginning	and	ending	odometer	or	hub	odometer	reading	of	the	trip.	Total	distance	traveled.	In-jurisdiction	distance.	Power	unit	number	or	vehicle	identification	number.	Per	Section	P560	of	the	IFTA	Procedures	Manual:	.300	An	acceptable	receipt	or
invoice	must	include,	but	shall	not	be	limited	to,	the	following:	.005	Date	of	purchase.	.010	Seller’s	name	and	address.	.015	Number	of	gallons	or	liters	purchased.	.020	Fuel	type.	.025	Price	per	gallon	or	liter	or	total	amount	of	sale.	.030	Unit	number	or	other	unique	vehicle	identifier.	.035	Purchaser’s	name.	An	example	of	an	IVDR	completed	in
entirety	for	each	trip	can	be	found	in	Figure	1.	An	individual	IVDR	is	filled	out	for	each	vehicle.	The	rules	to	follow	when	trying	to	determining	how	and	when	to	log	an	odometer	reading	are	the	following:	At	the	beginning	of	the	day.	When	leaving	the	state	or	province.	At	the	end	of	the	trip/day.	Not	only	do	the	trips	need	to	be	logged,	but	the	fuel
purchases	need	to	be	documented	as	well.	You	must	obtain	a	receipt	for	all	fueling	and	include	it	with	your	completed	IVDR.	Make	sure	that	all	trips	that	you	enter	are	always	filled	out	in	descending	order	and	that	your	trips	include	all	state/provinces	that	you	traveled	through	on	your	route.	There	are	different	routes	that	a	driver	may	take,	and	most
of	the	miles	may	be	within	one	state	or	province.	Whether	or	not	the	distance	you	travel	is	primarily	in	one	jurisdiction	or	spread	among	several	jurisdictions,	all	information	for	the	trip	must	be	recorded.	This	includes	the	dates,	the	routes,	odometer	readings,	and	fuel	purchases.	By	completing	the	IVDR	in	full	and	keeping	all	records	required	by	both
the	IRP	and	IFTA,	you	will	ensure	that	you	and	your	company	are	in	compliance	with	all	state	and	provincial	laws	surrounding	fuel	and	distance	record	keeping	requirements.	The	IVDR	serves	as	the	source	document	for	the	calculation	of	fees	and	taxes	that	are	payable	to	the	jurisdictions	in	which	the	vehicle	is	operated,	so	these	original	records	must
be	maintained	for	a	minimum	of	4	years.	In	addition,	these	records	are	subject	to	audit	by	the	taxing	jurisdictions.	Failure	to	maintain	complete	and	accurate	records	could	result	in	fines,	penalties,	and	suspension	or	revocation	of	IRP	registrations	and	IFTA	licenses.	Figure	1	Individual	Vehicle	Mileage	and	Fuel	Record	(Example)	For	additional
information	on	the	IRP	and	the	requirements	related	to	the	IRP,	contact	your	base	jurisdiction	motor	vehicle	department	or	IRP,	Inc.	(official	repository	for	the	IRP)	by	visiting	IRP,	Inc.	at	www.irponline.org.	There	is	a	record-keeping	video	on	the	website	home	page	available	in	English,	Spanish,	and	French.	For	additional	information	on	IFTA	and	the
requirements	related	to	IFTA,	contact	the	appropriate	agency	in	your	base	jurisdiction.	You	will	also	find	useful	information	about	the	agreement	at	the	official	repository	of	IFTA	at	iftach.org/index.php.	Welcome	to	the	California	Commercial	Driver's	License	(CDL)	Manual	(2023	Edition),	your	comprehensive	guide	to	navigating	the	state's	vast
roadways	as	a	professional	driver.	California,	known	for	its	diverse	landscapes	and	the	world's	fifth-largest	economy,	plays	a	pivotal	role	in	the	nation's	trucking	industry.	With	its	bustling	ports,	expansive	agricultural	regions,	and	major	urban	centers,	the	Golden	State	sees	a	significant	portion	of	the	U.S.	freight	traffic.	In	fact,	California's	trucking
industry	is	responsible	for	transporting	over	75%	of	the	state's	goods.	As	you	delve	into	this	manual,	you'll	gain	insights	into	the	unique	regulations,	safety	protocols,	and	best	practices	essential	for	maneuvering	the	intricate	tapestry	of	California's	highways	and	byways.The	manual	offers	guidance	on	securing	Class	A,	B,	or	C	CDL	licenses	in
California.	For	those	aiming	to	further	their	expertise	in	the	Golden	State,	it	serves	as	a	comprehensive	guide	to	the	diverse	endorsements	available:	H	for	transporting	hazardous	materials,	N	for	operating	tank	vehicles,	P	for	carrying	passengers,	S	designated	for	school	buses,	T	for	handling	double/triple	trailers,	and	X,	a	combination	endorsement
for	tank	and	hazardous	materials.Visit	our	CDL	guides	for	more	information	about	California's	Commercial	Drivers	License.		California	is	famous	as	a	land	of	opportunity	and	home	to	some	of	the	best	open	roads	in	the	states.	Now	you	can	strike	out	on	your	own	and	pursue	the	opportunities	on	those	open	roads	as	a	commercial	driver.	But	before	you
can	receive	your	California	commercial	driver’s	license,	you	will	need	to	pass	the	California	CDL	knowledge	and	skills	test.	Start	preparing	now	with	the	official	CA	CDL	manual.	The	California	CDL	manual	is	produced	to	comply	with	the	FMCSA	requirements	that	make	every	state	responsible	for	ensuring	the	commercial	drivers	on	its	roads	are	safe
and	licensed.	Will	the	CA	CDL	Manual	Help	You	Pass	the	Test	While	the	California	CDL	manual	provides	important	resources	to	begin	preparing	for	the	exam,	how	well	do	you	really	think	you’ve	retained	that	information?		We’ve	all	heard	it	before,	practice	makes	perfect	so	why	not	take	advantage	of	the	free	CDL	resources	on	this	site	and	test	your
knowledge	with	our	free	California	CDL	practice	tests.	Information	Covered	in	the	Manual	Start	preparing	for	the	California	CDL	test	today	by	studying	the	information	in	the	California	CDL	manual.	This	helpful	handbook	is	prepared	by	the	California	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles	(DMV)	and	has	been	designed	to	help	you	familiarize	yourself	with	the
rules	of	the	road	in	California,	how	to	safely	operate	a	commercial	motor	vehicle,	and	how	to	deal	with	emergency	situations.	You	get	all	the	information	necessary	to	pass	the	exam	no	matter	what	class	of	CDL	you	are	pursuing.	The	sections	of	the	California	CDL	manual	are	designed	to	put	the	information	you	need	to	be	a	safe,	responsible
commercial	driver	at	your	fingertips.	These	sections	are:	Driving	Safely	Transporting	Cargo	Safely	Transporting	Passengers	Safely	Air	Brakes	Combination	Vehicles	Doubles	and	Triples	Tank	Vehicles	Hazardous	Materials	and	Waste	School	Buses	Pre-Trip	Vehicle	Inspection	Test	Basic	Vehicle	Control	Skills	Test	On-Road	Driving	The	Golden	State	of
California	is	one	of	the	largest	and	most	prosperous	states,	so	it’s	no	surprise	California’s	trucking	industry	is	growing.	With	commercial	truck	drivers	across	the	United	States	continuing	to	be	in	demand,	opportunities	in	California	are	increasing	as	well.	However,	to	join	in	this	industry	on	the	rise	and	get	your	commercial	driver’s	license,	you’ll	need
to	first	get	your	permit	by	passing	a	knowledge	test	based	on	the	CA	CDL	Handbook.	It	won’t	be	easy,	but	with	study	and	a	little	prep	work,	you	can	make	it	happen.How	to	PrepareBegin	your	journey	by	downloading	our	FREE	2025	California	Commercial	Driver’s	License	Handbook.	Arm	yourself	with	a	pen	and	paper,	dive	into	the	handbook,	and	jot
down	crucial	information.	The	CA	CDL	handbook	is	comprehensive,	ensuring	you	are	well-prepared	for	road	safety	and	cargo	security,	vital	for	passing	your	test.	It	covers	not	just	general	knowledge,	but	also	specific	details	for	obtaining	various	endorsements,	expanding	your	job	opportunities.	This	includes	multi-trailer,	tanker,	HazMat,	passenger
transport,	and	school	bus	endorsements.	You’ll	also	find	insights	on	basic	control	skills	and	road	tests	to	help	you	ace	them,	so	don’t	skip	any	section.	Stay	focused	and	revisit	any	parts	that	were	unclear	or	difficult.	While	the	prospect	of	over	300	potential	questions	on	your	CDL	test	might	seem	daunting,	remember	that	they	all	stem	from	this
handbook.	If	you’ve	been	studying	diligently,	you	are	well-equipped	with	all	the	answers.Final	StepsOnce	you’re	feeling	confident	in	your	knowledge,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	reread	the	CA	CDL	Handbook	one	more	time,	and	then	you’re	off	to	the	DMV!	All	the	questions	on	your	CDL	test	will	come	directly	from	your	reading	and	will	be	multiple-choice,	so
stay	calm	and	remembered	what	you’ve	been	studying.	You’re	on	your	way	to	a	new	vocation	as	a	commercial	truck	driver	for	California.	If	you	have	never	had	a	commercial	driver’s	license	(CDL),	or	you	want	to	make	a	classification,	endorsement,	or	restriction	change	that	requires	a	skills	test,	you	first	need	to	get	a	CLP	and	hold	it	for	at	least	14
days.	Here’s	how	you	apply	for	a	CLP:	We	will	issue	you	a	CLP	after	you	pass	the	knowledge	test(s).	If	you	do	not	meet	all	the	requirements	to	get	a	CDL	within	12	months	of	applying	(including	passing	the	knowledge	test	and	skills	test),	the	application	will	no	longer	be	valid	and	you	must	reapply.	Here	are	the	rules	and	restrictions	for	operating	a
commercial	motor	vehicle	(CMV)	with	a	CLP:	You	must	also	obtain	and	carry	a	valid	California	driver’s	license	(DL).	The	CLP	is	valid	for	a	maximum	of	180	days	from	the	date	issued.	It	can	be	renewed	for	an	additional	180	days	if	the	expiration	date	is	not	more	than	one	year	from	the	initial	application	date.	If	you	present	limited	term	legal	presence
documents,	your	CLP	may	expire	on	the	same	date	as	your	legal	presence	documents.	A	CLP	is	limited	to	these	endorsements:	Tank	(N)	Passenger	(P)	School	Bus	(S)	You	must	be	accompanied	by	a	California	CDL	holder	while	operating	a	CMV.	The	license	holder	must	possess	the	appropriate	class	of	CDL	and	endorsements	to	operate	the	CMV.	If	you
have	an	“N”	endorsement,	the	tanks	must	be	empty	when	you	are	driving	the	CMV.	The	tank	must	be	purged	if	it	previously	contained	a	hazardous	material.	If	you	have	a	“P”	or	“S”	endorsement,	you	cannot	operate	a	CMV	with	passengers	(other	than	federal/state	auditors	and	inspectors,	test	examiners,	other	trainees,	and	the	accompanying	CDL
holder).	You	can	find	more	information	in	the	California	commercial	Driver’s	Handbook	(PDF).	After	you	hold	a	commercial	learner’s	permit	(CLP)	for	14	days,	you	can	apply	to	take	the	skills	test	to	earn	your	CDL.	This	14	day	waiting	period	also	applies	to	classification	upgrades	and	endorsement/restriction	changes	that	require	a	skills	test.	To	apply
for	a	CDL:	Schedule	a	skills	test	appointment	(skills	tests	are	not	given	without	an	appointment).	You	may	also	call	1-800-777-0133	during	the	regular	business	hours	(8	a.m.-5	p.m.	Monday-Friday,	excluding	holidays)	to	make	an	appointment.	Bring	the	type	of	vehicle(s)	for	the	class	you	want	to	drive.	Pass	the	skills	test,	which	includes	a	vehicle
inspection,	basic	control	skills	test,	and	road	test.	If	you	fail	any	part	of	the	skills	test,	all	other	testing	will	be	postponed.	You	have	three	tries	to	pass	the	skills	test.	You	must	pay	a	retest	fee	each	time	you	retake	the	skills	test.	More	information	on	the	skills	test	can	be	found	in	the	California	Commercial	Driver’s	Handbook	(PDF).	Certain	applicants
may	qualify	to	have	the	skills	test	requirement	waived:	If	you	have	a	valid	CDL	from	another	state	that	is	current	or	has	been	expired	for	less	than	two	years,	you	can	surrender	that	license	(or	proof	thereof).	The	license	must	have	equivalent	classification,	endorsements,	and	restrictions	to	the	one	you	are	applying	for	in	California.	You	can	submit	a
Certificate	of	Driving	Skill	(DL	170	ETP)	(PDF)	if	your	employer	is	authorized	to	issue	them.	Both	you	and	your	employer	must	sign	the	form.	If	you	have	military	driving	experience,	you	can	submit	a	completed	Commercial	Military	Waiver	(DL	965)	(PDF).	Learn	more	about	the	Troops	to	Trucks	military	waiver	program.	If	you	have	a	California	CLP,
and	completed	CDL	training	and	passed	the	skills	test	in	another	state,	you	are	not	required	to	take	the	skills	test	in	California.	The	skills	test	results	will	be	sent	to	California	DMV	from	the	state	where	you	were	tested.	You	will	need	to	go	to	a	DMV	Commercial	Driving	Test	Office	to	finalize	your	application.	Failing	to	return	to	a
commercial	DMV	office	may	result	in	your	application	expiring.	After	you	pass	your	skills	test,	surrender	your	out-of-state	CDL,	or	submit	your	certificate,	we	will	issue	an	interim	CDL	that’s	valid	for	60	days.	If	you	have	not	received	your	official	CDL	after	45	days,	call	us	at	1-800-777-0133	to	check	the	status.	Effective	June	23,	2025,	new	federal
requirements	under	the	NRII	Final	Rule	will	require	electronic	submission	of	medical	information	for	Interstate	drivers.	DMV	is	committed	to	making	this	transition	as	smooth	as	possible.	While	significant	programming	updates	are	still	underway,	medical	forms	will	continue	to	be	accepted	through	current	channels:	online,	mail,	in	person,	and	the
Secure	File	Transfer	Site.	Medical	examiners	have	also	received	guidance	from	the	Federal	Motor	Carrier	Safety	Administration	to	continue	providing	paper	medical	forms,	allowing	drivers	to	submit	medicals	to	DMV	for	record	updates	without	delay.	More	information	regarding	the	transition	to	electronic	medical	submissions	will	be	available	once
programming	updates	have	been	completed.	For	more	information	on	NRII	visit	.	Beginning	November	18,	2024,	the	Department	of	Motor	Vehicles	(DMV)	will	implement	federal	DACH	requirements.	DMV	is	prohibited	from	issuing,	replacing,	renewing,	transferring,	or	upgrading	a	commercial	driver’s	license	(CDL)	or	commercial	learner’s	permit
(CLP)	for	any	driver	with	a	“prohibited”	status	in	DACH.	Additionally,	DMV	is	required	to	remove	the	commercial	driving	privileges	of	CLP	or	CDL	holders	who	have	a	“prohibited”	status	in	DACH,	until	completion	of	the	return-to-duty	process.	DMV	will	query	DACH	prior	to	issuing,	replacing,	renewing,	upgrading,	or	transferring	a	CDL.	DMV	must
not	issue,	replace,	renew,	upgrade,	or	transfer	a	CDL,	or	CLP	for	any	individual	prohibited	from	including	driving	a	commercial	motor	vehicle	(CMV),	due	to	one	or	more	drug	and	alcohol	program	violations.	DMV	must,	upon	receipt	of	notification	that	a	driver	is	prohibited	from	operating	a	CMV	due	to	a	drug	and	alcohol	program	violation,	downgrade
the	commercial	driving	privilege	from	the	driver’s	license.	To	have	your	DACH	status	changed	from	“prohibited”	to	“not	prohibited,”	you	must	complete	the	return-to-duty	process,	as	established	by	49	CFR	part	40,	subpart	O.	Upon	completion,	your	DACH	status	will	update	to	“not	prohibited”	and	DMV	will	reinstate	your	commercial	driving
privileges.	(FMCSA	has	created	a	resource	that	outlines	the	steps	drivers	take	to	complete	their	return-to-duty	process:	download	the	Return-to-Duty	Quick	Reference	Guide	(PDF).	For	more	information	about	the	return-to-duty	process,	visit	the	DACH	Learning	Center.)	If	you	have	a	current	CDL	in	your	possession,	you	are	not	authorized	to	operate
CMVs.	Your	commercial	driving	privilege	has	been	removed.	No.	You	may	continue	utilizing	your	CDL	to	operate	non-CMVs.	You	have	two	options:	Login	or	create	your	own	DACH	account	and	complete	the	return-to-duty	process.	You	may	renew	no	earlier	than	24	hours	after	your	DACH	status	indicates	“not	prohibited”	to	renew	your	CDL.
Downgrade	your	class	of	license	to	a	non-commercial	driver’s	license.	If	you	are	issued	a	non-commercial	driver’s	license	and	want	to	upgrade	to	a	CDL,	then	the	knowledge	and	skills/drive	tests	will	be	required.	You	have	two	options:	Login	or	create	your	own	DACH	account	and	complete	the	return-to-duty	process.	You	may	request	a	replacement	no
earlier	than	24	hours	after	your	DACH	status	indicates	“not	prohibited”	to	renew	your	CDL.	Downgrade	your	class	of	license	to	a	non-commercial	driver’s	license.	If	you	are	issued	a	non-commercial	driver’s	license	and	want	to	upgrade	to	a	CDL,	then	the	knowledge	and	skills/drive	tests	will	be	required.	You	will	need	to	register	to	provide	electronic
consent	if	a	prospective	or	current	employer	needs	to	conduct	a	query	of	your	DACH	record—this	includes	all	pre-employment	queries.	Registration	is	also	required	to	electronically	view	the	information	in	your	own	DACH	record.	Registration	is	available	at	clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/register.	Yes.	DACH	will	link	your	CDL	numbers	in	order	to
maintain	complete	and	accurate	information.	An	owner-operator	is	subject	to	the	requirements	pertaining	to	employers	as	well	as	those	pertaining	to	drivers.	An	employer	who	employs	themselves	as	a	CDL	driver	must	designate	a	consortium/third-party	administrator	to	comply	with	the	employer’s	DACH	reporting	requirements	(§	382.705(b)(6)).
Successful	completion	of	Entry	Level	Driver	Training	(ELDT)	conducted	by	a	registered	training	provider	listed	on	the	federal	Training	Provider	Registry	(TPR)	is	required	for	commercial	driver’s	license	(CDL)	applicants	who	are:	Obtaining	an	original	CDL	(Class	A	or	B);	Upgrading	an	existing	Class	B	CDL	to	a	Class	A	CDL;	or	Obtaining	a	School	Bus
(S),	Passenger	(P),	or	Hazardous	Materials	(H)	endorsement	In	addition	to	the	federal	requirements,	when	applying	for	an	original	CDL	(Class	A	or	B)	in	California,	the	applicant	must	complete	a	minimum	of	15	hours	of	behind-the-wheel	training	and	submit	a	California	Commercial	Driver	Behind	The	Wheel	Training	Certification	(DL	1236)	to	the
DMV	as	proof	of	completion	prior	to	the	issuance	of	their	CDL.	For	more	information	regarding	ELDT,	please	visit	www.fmcsa.dot.gov.	For	more	information	about	the	TPR,	visit:	tpr.fmcsa.dot.gov.	Frequently	asked	questions	regarding	ELDT	for	applicants	and	training	providers.	Entry	Level	Driver	Training	is	baseline	classroom	and/or	behind-the-
wheel	training	requirements	for	individuals	who	on	or	after	February	7,	2022	are:	Obtaining	a	Class	A	or	Class	B	CDL	for	the	first	time;	Upgrading	an	existing	Class	B	CDL	to	a	Class	A	CDL;	or	Obtaining	a	school	bus	(S),	passenger	(P),	or	hazardous	materials	(H)	endorsement	for	the	first	time.	Federal	law,	Title	49,	Code	of	Federal	Regulations	(CFR)
§383.73,	requires	DMV	to	electronically	verify	CDL	applicants	have	successfully	completed	ELDT	before	administering	a	skills	test,	or	before	administering	a	hazardous	materials	knowledge	test.	Does	California	have	specific	or	additional	ELDT	requirements	for	CDL	applicants?	Yes.	Pursuant	to	California	Vehicle	Code	§15250.1(b),	California	Class	A
or	B	CDL	applicants	are	required	to	complete	15-hour	behind-the-wheel	training.	Submit	a	completed	California	Commercial	Driver	Behind	The	Wheel	Training	Certification	(DL	1236)	to	a	field	office	prior	to	the	issuance	of	the	CDL.	Section	2	of	the	DL	1236	must	be	completed	by	a	certified	training	provider.	No.	CDL	applicants	are	not	required	to
complete	ELDT	if	they	have	a	valid	CLP	that	was	issued	before	February	7,	2022,	as	long	as	the	applicant	obtains	their	CDL	before	their	CLP	expires.	However,	ELDT	is	required	if	these	applicants	upgrade	to	a	higher	class	(i.e.	Class	B	to	Class	A)	or	add	a	passenger,	school	bus,	or	hazardous	materials	endorsement	after	February	7,	2022.	No,	as	long
as	they	can	provide	proof	they	previously	held	a	CDL	of	the	same	class.	At	this	time	there	is	no	exception	or	grace	period.	Theory:	Lectures,	demonstrations	(computer	based,	online	learning,	etc)	May	use	a	simulator	No	minimum	number	of	hours;	must	score	at	least	80%	on	assessment	Training	topics	include:	Basic	Operation	Safe	Operating
Procedures	Advanced	Operation	Procedures	Vehicle	Systems	and	Reporting	Malfunctions	Non-Driving	Activities	(e.g.,	Hours	of	Service)	BTW:	Minimum	of	15	hours	(10	of	those	hours	must	be	on	a	public	road)	Actual	operation	of	a	CMV	Takes	place	on	a	range	or	public	road	May	not	use	a	simulator	to	meet	requirements	Basic	vehicle	control	skills
and	mastery	of	basic	maneuver	Yes.	However,	applicants	must	complete	ELDT	prior	to	the	scheduled	appointment	date.	Yes.	The	applicant	must	submit	a	CDL	Test	Waiver	for	Military	Members	(DL	965)	form	to	DMV.	A	DL	1236	is	not	required.	Yes.	It	is	recommended	the	training	provider	accumulate	the	training	hours	by	week	and	list	the	last
training	day	of	the	week	in	the	date	column.	Only	one	DL	1236	can	be	provided	to	DMV	per	applicant.	Yes.	They	need	a	CLP	to	conduct	Behind	The	Wheel	(BTW)	training.	The	CA	DMV	handbook	for	2025	is	one	study	guide	you	simply	cannot	do	without	if	you’re	hoping	to	become	a	commercial	driver	in	Los	Angeles,	San	Francisco,	San	Diego	or	any
other	region	of	the	state.	The	state	of	California	compiles	and	publishes	this	official	study	guide	to	serve	as	a	one-stop	learning	resource	for	all	commercial	driving	students.	While	other	study	aids	such	as	unofficial	study	books,	flash	cards	or	a	DMV	practice	permit	test	for	California	can	all	be	extremely	useful,	none	of	them	can	provide	you	with	the
same	in-depth	information	on	every	aspect	of	commercial	driving	general	knowledge	as	the	official	CDL	DMV	booklet.	What	we’re	saying	here	is	that	if	you’re	serious	about	passing	the	CDL	permit	test,	you	need	to	get	yourself	a	copy	of	the	California	driver’s	manual!	If	you’re	bracing	yourself	to	hear	about	the	cost	involved,	you	can	relax	–	there	isn’t
one!	This	comprehensive	CDL	permit	book	can	provide	you	with	all	the	permit	test	answers	you	need,	completely	free	of	charge.	There	are	some	printed	copies	available	for	purchase,	but	you	can	download	a	digital	copy	of	the	entire	DMV	California	handbook	from	the	DMV	website	for	free.	Most	commercial	driving	students	prefer	to	work	with	a
digital	copy,	as	it	can	be	easily	accessed	on	a	laptop,	tablet	or	smart	phone	any	time.	It	is	a	far	more	convenient	way	to	study!	The	first	DMV	test	for	2025	you’ll	have	to	tackle	on	the	road	to	becoming	a	fully-qualified	commercial	driver	is	the	CDL	general	knowledge	exam.	This	extensive	50-question	DMV	permit	test	will	measure	your	grasp	of	basic
commercial	driving	knowledge	that	applies	to	every	vehicle	type,	such	as	controlling	your	vehicle,	seeing	hazards,	space	management,	signalling,	safety	procedures	and	many	other	key	topics.	There	is	a	lot	to	take	on	board,	but	you	don’t	need	to	panic.	The	CDL	California	driver	manual	will	talk	you	through	everything	you	need	to	know	in	plain
language,	with	additional	images	and	diagrams	to	enhance	your	understanding	of	the	material.	Of	course,	there	are	several	other	types	of	2025	DMV	written	test	for	California	linked	to	the	commercial	drivers	license,	besides	the	general	knowledge	exam.	Some	of	these	exams	will	be	optional	and	others	will	be	mandatory	if	you’re	looking	to	drive	a
medium	or	heavy-weight	commercial	vehicle	from	Class	B	or	Class	A.	For	instance,	the	Combination	Vehicles	and	Air	Brake	endorsement	exams	are	both	compulsory	for	Class	A	drivers,	whereas	only	the	latter	is	compulsory	for	Class	B.	You	will	need	to	select	any	other	optional	exams	which	are	necessary	for	your	chosen	career.	To	give	you	a	couple
of	examples:	aspiring	school	bus	drivers	would	need	to	take	the	School	Bus	exam,	while	a	career	in	hazardous	material	transportation	would	require	a	HazMat	endorsement.	Luckily,	you’re	not	going	to	need	to	go	elsewhere	to	find	information	for	these	tests,	as	the	California	driver	handbook	contains	dedicated	sections	for	each	of	them!	Your	DMV
handbook	will	also	contain	a	few	sample	CA	permit	test	questions,	that	will	give	you	an	idea	of	what	to	expect	during	the	DMV	permit	test.	This	type	of	DMV	test	practice	is	invaluable	and	can	dramatically	increase	your	chances	of	passing	the	exam	first	time.	Once	you’ve	started	reading	the	permit	test	study	guide,	you	should	start	using	a	2025	DMV
practice	test	for	California	drivers	from	our	website.	We	have	several	types	of	learners	permit	practice	test	available,	for	different	levels	of	experience	and	the	different	exams	associated	with	the	commercial	driving	license	–	and	they’re	all	completely	free.	Download	your	CDL	California	driving	handbook	now	and	let’s	get	started!	Save	Time	and	Get	a
Pass	Guarantee!	LIMITED-TIME	OFFER:	Get	CDL	PREMIUM	Now	and	SAVE	$65!Upgrade	To	Premium


