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Best masters in urban planning programs

LIKE 2 LEAVE COMMENT 0 This article provides a comprehensive overview of the best Master of Urban Planning programs across the U.S., featuring top institutions like MIT, UC Berkeley, and Harvard. Each program is outlined with its unique strengths and specializations in areas like sustainability, community development, and urban design. The
article also offers guidance on how to evaluate urban planning programs, highlighting the importance of curriculum diversity, faculty expertise, practical learning opportunities, accreditation, and alumni success.What specific features make a Master of Urban Planning program stand out as top-tier in the field of urban development?How do the
various specializations within these programs align with current and future urban planning challenges globally?In what ways do practical experiences integrated into these programs prepare students for real-world urban planning tasks and leadership roles?Reflect on the role of urban planners in shaping the future of cities. Consider the key skills
and knowledge areas you believe are crucial for an urban planner in the next decade. How do the programs listed in the article equip students with these tools, and how might you apply these insights to your career aspirations in urban development or a related field?From M.I.T. to Cornell, the Master of Urban Planning (MUP) programs listed below
are among the most respected in the United States. They are well-regarded in academic and professional circles for their comprehensive curricula, experienced faculty, and strong focus on critical issues in urban planning such as sustainability, economic development, and social equity. These universities are known for producing graduates who go on
to have significant impacts on urban environments through policy, research, and practice. Each program offers unique strengths and specializations, making them top choices for students interested in advancing their careers in urban planning. Read on to learn all about each of these Masters in Urban Planning programs.The Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) is well regarded as one of the best schools for urban planning through its Department of Urban Studies and Planning (DUSP). Situated in the vibrant academic environment of Cambridge, Massachusetts, the program is distinguished by its interdisciplinary approach, blending rigorous academic coursework with practical, real-
world applications.MIT’s DUSP excels in areas such as environmental policy, affordable housing, social justice, community development, and international development, and is known for its focus on innovative, technology-driven solutions to urban challenges. Students have the opportunity to work with leading experts in the field and engage in
cutting-edge research that influences urban policy and planning globally. This program not only prepares graduates to excel in their careers but also to lead in the creation of more sustainable and equitable urban environments.The University of California, Berkeley offers a Master of City Planning (MCP) program through its Department of City and
Regional Planning, celebrated for its pioneering research and steadfast dedication to sustainable development. Situated within the globally recognized College of Environmental Design, Berkeley’s MCP program emphasizes an interdisciplinary approach, integrating theoretical learning with practical, hands-on projects.Students can choose from
various specializations such as environmental planning methods, housing and community development, and transportation planning, each fostering innovative solutions to complex urban design issues. The program’s commitment to sustainability is evident through its curriculum, faculty research, and community engagement projects. With its rich
legacy of advocacy and innovation, Berkeley’s MCP program equips students with the critical skills and knowledge necessary to drive transformative change in urban settings worldwide.Harvard University’s Graduate School of Design (GSD) offers a Master of Urban Planning (MUP) program renowned for its comprehensive curriculum that seamlessly
integrates the principles of design with public policy analysis. This program is structured to cultivate a deep understanding of the aesthetic, social, and technical dimensions of urban planning, with a significant emphasis on sustainable and innovative urban strategies.Harvard GSD excels in combining rigorous academic research with practical, real-
world applications, engaging students in projects ranging from local interventions to international urban strategies. The program attracts a diverse cohort of students, fostering a rich, collaborative environment where interdisciplinary perspectives are valued. There is some crossover with the Harvard Chan School of Public Health, providing students
with a balanced education in both the built environment and social issues.Through this approach, Harvard’s MUP graduates are well-prepared to lead and innovate in various roles across public agencies, private firms, and nonprofit organizations, significantly influencing the development and transformation of urban landscapes globally.The University
of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) offers a dynamic Master of Urban and Regional Planning (MURP) program through its Luskin School of Public Affairs, tailored to address the complexities of urban environments through a multidisciplinary lens. The program stands out for its diverse range of specializations, including community development,
housing, environmental analysis and policy, and transportation planning, providing students a broad and in-depth understanding of the multiple facets of urban planning.UCLA’s MURP program emphasizes a balance of theoretical coursework and practical, hands-on experience, which is facilitated through workshops, internships, and collaboration
with local communities and government organizations. This approach not only equips students with robust analytical and planning skills but also ensures they are well-prepared to effect positive change in various urban contexts, advocating for sustainability and equity. Additionally, the program leverages its Los Angeles location to provide case
studies in a city known for its complex urban challenges and innovative solutions.The University of Pennsylvania’s School of Design offers a Master of City Planning (MCP) program that is renowned for its comprehensive and nuanced approach to urban planning. This program provides students with a robust framework of knowledge across essential
areas of planning, with specialized concentrations such as community and economic development, environmental planning, public-private development, and urban design.What sets Penn’s MCP apart is its emphasis on integrating theoretical principles with practical, real-world application, facilitated by the university’s strong connections with local
governments, community organizations, and private sectors. This allows students to engage in meaningful projects and internships that directly impact the surrounding communities.Fuel your creative fire & be a part of a supportive community that values how you love to live.subscribe to our newsletter*please check your Spam folder for the latest
DesignDash Magazine issue immediately after subscription Moreover, the program encourages an interdisciplinary approach by allowing students to take courses in other prestigious departments at Penn, enhancing their understanding and skills through a broader educational perspective. This holistic approach ensures that graduates are not only
skilled in technical and analytical aspects of city planning but also in leadership and policy-making, prepared to address complex urban challenges in innovative and socially responsible ways.Columbia University’s Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation (GSAPP) offers a Master of Science in Urban Planning that is particularly
distinguished by its rigorous approach and strong emphasis on urban analytics. This program leverages Columbia’s cutting-edge research facilities and deep academic resources to provide students with a robust grounding in analytical techniques that are applicable to urban environments.The curriculum focuses on data-driven decision making and
spatial analysis, empowering students to address urban challenges through quantifiable evidence and advanced technological tools. Alongside a core curriculum that covers the fundamentals of urban planning, students at Columbia have the opportunity to engage in specialized courses that explore the intersections of planning with public health,
sustainability, and governance. The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign offers a Master of Urban Planning through its Department of Urban and Regional Planning, celebrated for its strong emphasis on both research and practical applications. This program stands out for providing students with extensive hands-on experiences through studio
courses, community projects, and internships that allow them to apply theoretical knowledge in real-world settings.With a diverse selection of specializations, including land use planning, community development, and transportation planning, students can tailor their education to match their career goals. The program’s commitment to linking
research with practice helps prepare students to effectively address and solve complex urban and regional issues.The University of Michigan’s Taubman College of Architecture and Urban Planning offers a robust Master of Urban Planning program that integrates comprehensive education in planning theory with practical application. This program
encourages a deep understanding of the socio-economic and environmental aspects of urban planning and is well-regarded for its interdisciplinary approach, allowing students to work alongside experts in architecture, environmental design, and landscape architecture.Michigan’s program also emphasizes community involvement and real-world
impact, providing students with opportunities to engage in projects within local and international communities. This approach ensures that graduates are well-equipped to handle the diverse challenges faced by urban planners today.Cornell University’s Department of City and Regional Planning offers a Master of Regional Planning program known
for its strong focus on sustainable development and addressing global urban challenges. The program’s curriculum is designed to confront the contemporary issues of climate change, urban decay, and social inequality through sustainable planning practices.Students benefit from Cornell’s extensive research resources and interdisciplinary approach,
often collaborating with other departments such as Environmental Science and Landscape Architecture. The program also offers global learning opportunities, including international workshops and study abroad experiences, to prepare students to work effectively in diverse and dynamically changing environments.The Department of City and
Regional Planning at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill is highly esteemed for its focus on creating sustainable and equitable urban environments. The Master of City and Regional Planning program at UNC emphasizes an integrative approach to addressing the critical issues of urban growth, environmental resilience, and social equity.
Through a curriculum that combines rigorous academic study with practical, community-engaged projects, students are encouraged to develop innovative planning solutions that promote sustainability and social justice. The program’s strong ties to governmental and non-profit organizations enrich the learning experience, allowing students to make
significant professional connections and contributions to the field while preparing to start their own planning practice during their studies.Evaluating an urban planning program effectively requires a comprehensive approach that considers several key factors to ensure the program aligns with your educational and career objectives. Firstly, assess
the curriculum to determine if it offers a broad range of courses that cover essential areas such as land use, environmental planning, public policy, real estate development, and urban design, along with opportunities for specialization in areas of your interest.Investigate the faculty’s expertise and their involvement in current urban planning issues,
which can enhance the learning experience through real-world relevance. Additionally, look into the program’s partnerships with local governments, non-profits, and private sectors to gauge the practical, hands-on learning opportunities it provides, such as internships and community projects.It’s also crucial to consider the program’s accreditation by
relevant bodies including the Planning Accreditation Board, which ensures it meets certain educational standards. Finally, alumni success and networking opportunities can offer insights into the program’s effectiveness in preparing graduates for careers in urban planning, making these factors important in your evaluation process.Fuel your creative
fire & be a part of a supportive community that values how you love to live.subscribe to our newsletter*please check your Spam folder for the latest DesignDash Magazine issue immediately after subscription If you’'re interested in advancing your career in urban planning, then a master’s degree can be a great next step. To note, it is still absolutely
possible to establish a career in urban planning with only an undergraduate degree in urban planning-related studies. However, having a master’s in urban planning does have the power to boost your earning potential in the workplace and help you access leadership roles. It can be difficult to decide and sift through which programs are right for you,
especially if you're deciding between an in-person and online program. Luckily, we’ve compiled two lists on the best urban planning master’s programs below: Best 10 In-person Urban Planning Master’s Programs 1) University of Southern California Sitting in Los Angeles, California, the University of Southern California offers a Master of Urban
Planning through the Sol Price School of Public Policy. The MUP consists of 48 credits and encourages engaged work experience through internships and studio exposure. Concentrations at USC’s Master of Urban Planning program include: arts & culture, design of the built environment, economic development, environmental planning & analysis,
house & real estate development, and mobility & transportation planning. There is a distinct focus on social justice and data innovation. Lastly, on the outcomes front, 93% of graduates from USC’s Master of Urban Planning are employed within a year of graduation. 2) University of Albany, State University of New York The University of Albany in
Albany, New York offers a Master of Regional Planning under their Department of Geography and Planning. The Master of Regional Planning program is interdisciplinary, offering specializations in environmental & land use planning, community planning, and transportation planning. With an emphasis on creativity, public involvement and
sustainability, the 48-credit program encourages hands-on involvement through their Albany Visualization and Informatics Lab. Students will gain innovative skills to tackle commercial and public projects like New York State hazard mitigation planning. 3) University of Pennsylvania Located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, UPENN’s Weitzman School of
Design offers a Master of City Planning. Students in the Master of City Planning program are required to complete an internship in or outside of the Philadelphia area. The MCP curriculum allows for students to specialize in: (1) Housing, Community & Economic Development, (2) Land Use-Environmental Planning (3) Public Private Development (4)
Smart Cities (5) Sustainable Transportation and Infrastructure Planning and (6) Urban Design. Students can also pursue dual degrees within the Weitzman School of Design or with other Penn schools. Lastly, 75% of students are employed within a year of graduation. Best Urban Planning Master’s Programs (Continued) 4) Harvard University Harvard
University in Cambridge, Massachusetts has a Master in Urban Planning program at their Graduate School of Design. The flexibility in Harvard’s MUP program gives students the option to take classes at the neighboring Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Joint degrees are possible with the Harvard Chan School of Public Health, the Harvard
Kennedy School, and the Law School. Concentrations include: Environment, Climate & Health; Housing, Community & Economic Development; International & Comparative Planning; Real Estate & Urban Development; Transportation & Infrastructure; Urban Analytics; Urban Design. 5) Hunter College, City University of New York Located in New
York City, Hunter College offers a Master of Urban Planning under their Department of Urban Policy & Planning. The MUP program focuses on theory, hands-on skills development, planning specializations, and studio collaboration. Students enrolled in Hunter College’s Master of Urban Planning program are required to complete an internship and
planning studio. There is also the creative flexibility for students to design their own curriculum with their advisor. 87% of students who graduate become employed within a year. 6) University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, situated in Champaign, Illinois, has one of the nation’s oldest urban planning
departments. The Department of Urban & Regional Planning offers a Master of Urban Planning at the College of Fine & Applied Arts. Students have the option to complete joint degrees in Master of Architecture, Master of Landscape Architecture, Master of Science in Civil Engineering, Master of Public Health, Master of Science in Recreation, Sport
and Tourism, and Juris Doctor. Concentrations include Land Use & Environmental Planning, Transportation Planning, Community Development for Social Justice, Local & Regional Economic Development, and Transnational Planning Stream. Best Urban Planning Master’s Programs (Continued) 7) Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey Rutgers,
located in New Brunswick, New Jersey, offers a Master of City and Regional Planning. The program is given through the Edward ]J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy, where students must maintain a 3.0 GPA to graduate. The Master of City and Regional Planning has the following concentrations available: Community Development &
Housing, Design & Development/Redevelopment, Environmental Planning, International Development, Transportation Policy & Planning, and Urban Informatics. Students are also expected to complete the professional report requirement, which is a short written memorandum on a planning topic. 8) Cornell University Sitting in Ithaca, New York,
Cornell University’s College of Architecture, Art, and Planning offers a Master of Regional Planning. Cornell’s Master of Regional Planning program strongly emphasizes students to actively participate in workshops and research projects. Students can choose their concentrations in Designing the City, Economic Development Planning: Communities
and Regions, Land Use and Environmental Planning, or International Studies in Planning. Among the graduation requirements, students are expected to complete internships and an Exit Project Paper, and there is the option to study abroad. All of Cornell’s Master of Regional Planning graduates become employed within one year of graduation. 9)
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge offers a Master in City Planning through their School of Architecture & Planning. Instead of choosing a concentration, students at MIT’s Master in City Planning program tailor their own specializations with an advisor. Internships and fieldwork are
encouraged. Additionally, students are required to complete a workshop or studio in the second or third semester. There’s also the option to pursue a dual degree with a Master of Architecture or a Master of Science in Transportation. Within a year of graduation, 100% of MIT’s MCP students are successful in finding employment. Best Urban Planning
Master’s Programs (Continued) 10) University of Illinois Chicago The University of Illinois Chicago offers a Master in Urban Planning & Policy through their College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs. The MUPP program has specializations in Economic Development, Community Development, Spatial Planning, Urban Transportation, and
Environmental Planning & Policy. Students enrolled in this urban planning master’s program are required to complete a portfolio and an internship before graduation. For those interested in an interdisciplinary education, there is the option to do a dual degree in Public Health. The College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs also offers a Master of
City Design and a Doctorate in Urban Planning & Policy. Best 10 Online Urban Planning Master’s Programs 1) University of Florida University of Florida’s College of Design, Construction and Planning offers an online Master’s of Urban and Regional Planning. The online program is 52 credits in length. Additionally, it gives students specialized course
options if they want to choose a certain area of focus like sustainability. Students enrolled in University of Florida’s online urban planning program can take courses such as Planning Research and Design or Land Use Planning Law. Applicants must have completed an undergraduate degree relevant to urban planning. 2) University of Southern
California The University of Southern California offers an online Executive Master of Urban Planning, a program ideal for urban planning professionals. This is a full-time program that lasts for 16 months and its curriculum is 24 units. Although this is an online program, students work with faculty and colleagues on urban planning projects throughout
Los Angeles and beyond. The Executive Master of Urban Planning focuses on fostering the careers of urban planning leaders. Students will attain the skills required in this field, like understanding complex urban planning legal processes and analyzing advanced data. 3) University of Washington University of Washington’s online Master of
Infrastructure Planning and Management program is ideal for students interested in leading infrastructure systems. The two-year program consists of 45 credits and can be earned on part-time enrollment, and students can complete the program on their own schedule. The diverse courses offered at UW can cover GIS, natural environment or
infrastructure systems thinking. Students enrolled in this online Master of Infrastructure Planning and Management program are most often working professionals. Best Urban Planning Master’s Programs (Continued) 4) Johns Hopkins University Johns Hopkins University offers an online Master’s in Environmental Planning and Management through
the Whiting School of Engineering. As a part-time program, this online urban planning master’s program consists of ten courses. Half of the courses are related to a specialization, and the other half are electives. Students become prepared to understand complex land regulations, environmental laws, real estate rules, housing laws, and more. Lastly,
five years is the maximum amount of given time in which students are allowed to complete the program. 5) The University of Alabama at Birmingham The University of Alabama at Birmingham offers a part-time, online Sustainable Smart Cities Master’s program. This online urban planning master’s degree focuses on affordable housing, green real
estate infrastructure, transport and mobility, renewable energy systems and urban development. Students at UAB’s online urban planning program study how the application of major technologies in smart cities are designed and developed. There is a two-year window of completion. 6) University of Maryland Global Campus University of Maryland
Global Campus has an online Master’s in Environmental Management program with a STEM-focused curriculum. This online urban planning master’s program is suited for urban planning professionals interested in progressing as leaders in sustainable urban planning. With a five-year window of completion, the Master’s in Environmental
Management consists of 36 units and gives students schedule flexibility. Best Urban Planning Master’s Programs (Continued) 7) Pennsylvania State University Pennsylvania State University offers an online Master of Professional Studies in Community and Economic Development. This online urban planning master’s program is a 30-credit course
ideal for working professionals who wish to grow their community-building skills. With a curriculum that emphasizes theory and practice, the program covers intersectional topics like economic development planning and perspectives on development, democracy, and decision-making. 8) University of Connecticut The University of Connecticut offers
an interdisciplinary online Master of Energy and Environmental Management program. This 30-credit online urban planning master’s program provides courses in environmental law, planning and management, and geographic information systems. Further, out of the 30 credits, 27 credits are coursework and 3 credits are internship experience.
Students benefit from an asynchronous course schedule, so there is 24/7 access to all coursework. 9) University of Denver University of Denver offers an online Master of Science in Environmental Policy and Management program, with a concentration in Environmental Management. The program also has an asynchronous schedule and consists of 12
urban planning courses, which are all accessible through Canvas. Students will learn how to lead business and finance strategy, direct compliance efforts and understand regulations, and use management and reporting systems. Choosing the best urban planning master’s program The realities of urban planning cover an expansive array of
environments and regulations, but community remains at its true core. From preserving public spaces to assessing urban or rural places, urban planning requires an adept understanding of complex subjects like public policy or environmental sustainability. So depending on your specializations or prospective ambitions, it’s important to choose the
urban planning master’s program that’s right for you. Urban Planning Master’s Program - Additional Resources In conclusion, we hope you have enjoyed this article on the best urban planning master’s online and in-person programs. Additionally, you may wish to explore the following articles: The 7th Edition of the Planetizen Guide to Graduate
Urban Planning Programs, now available, includes an updated ranking of the Top 25 master’s programs in urban planning, city planning, regional planning, and community planning. Planetizen publishes the top 25 master’s programs in planning in the Guide to Graduate Urban Planning Programs (Guide), currently in its 7th Edition. Topping the Top
25 for the first time is the Master of Urban and Regional Planning program at the University of California, Los Angeles, followed by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey; the University of California, Berkeley; and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. The 7th Edition of the Guide required a
large-scale data collection effort, collecting information from 69 participating programs and hundreds of educators. For the first time ever for the 7th Edition, Planetizen also surveyed past buyers of the Guide for insight into the most important considerations when choosing a graduate program. That feedback, collected from more than two hundred
respondents, helped inform some adjustments to the methodology of the 7th Edition compared to previous editions. The Guide’s rankings methodology evaluates data using a quartile system, with 29 metrics organized into four criteria: 1) Program Characteristics, 2) Faculty Characteristics, 3) Student Characteristics, and 4) Opinion of Planning
Educators. Planetizen publishes the following list of the top ten graduate planning programs online to promote awareness about the comprehensive package of information found in the Guide. Planetizen's intentions for publishing the Guide, including the following list, is to grow the field of planning by helping the right students find the right graduate
programs—please read below the rankings to learn more about how to use these rankings as one component of an informed decision about graduate school. Navigating Graduate School and a Planning Career To provide guidance on the process of applying for graduate school and planning a career, and to ensure that the rankings are not the sole
factor in influencing the choices of student planners about where to pursue a graduate education, the Guide includes interviews with current graduate students and professional planners as well as essays from Planetizen staff and Ann Forsyth, planning professor at Harvard University. The 7th Edition also includes 95 profiles of U.S. master’s
programs, and, for the first time, new research about the planning job market by Henry Renski and Camille Barchers, from the University of Massachusetts Amherst, and Jamaal William Green, from the University of Pennsylvania. The information collected in the Guide reveals a dynamic field, with almost infinite potential for creating a unique career
path that corresponds to individual passions and interests. Planning graduate students are allowed a great deal of freedom to experiment and innovate while pursuing a master’s degree, thanks to the large number of intersecting fields that offer planners opportunities for employment, such as urban design, zoning administration, transportation
planning, rural development, grant writing, and community advocacy and organizing, just to name a few. While the rankings are important to many potential students, previous buyers of the Guide report that rankings were less informative than program details in the level of importance for determining a choice in school. So, more important
questions than how high a program ranks are questions such as: Is this program located in the type of urban environment I'd like to explore and potentially make a life? Do the professors' interests match my own? Are there opportunities for internships in the area around this program that can set me up for a well paying job after graduation? The
Evolution of Planning The 7th Edition of the Planetizen Guide to Graduate Urban Planning Programs captured, as much as possible, the realities of graduate-level education in planning after the Covid-19 pandemic, but students should be prepared to evaluate whether individual programs are doing enough to accommodate public health concerns
while maintaining high standards of personalized, effective education. The Guide includes references to whether programs allow online study, part-time study, or hybrid workloads, for example. Some of the professional and student interviews also directly address how planning education has changed since the pandemic. On the profile pages, each
program is offered a chance to express how they are responding to the other great risks of the century—such as racial justice and equity, the environmental risks of climate change, and growing class inequality. The planners of the past are responsible, to varying degrees, for the risks of the current world. It's on the planning programs of the present
day to make sure the planners of the future are equipped to undo that damage. Each program acknowledges that responsibility to varying degrees. Selecting a graduate program will be the first choice of many in a planning career that plays a role in these evolving dynamics in the world. While accounting for factors like student demographics and
faculty demographics, the rankings can't possibly capture the full context of the consequences of these decisions for each individual student. Let these rankings be a starting point, but not an ending point, for choosing the best fit for you. The right students can find the right programs, and vice versa, with the help of this Guide—but nothing in this
Guide should make that choice for you. More advice about how to make a decision about where to study is included in the book—what questions to ask, what to look for, and who to talk to—but ultimately, the decision is up to each individual student. Learn more about the 7th Edition of the Planetizen Guide to Graduate Urban Planning Programs.
Search for graduate, undergraduate, and certificate programs in urban planning and related fields from around the world in Planetizen's Online Directory of Urban Planning Programs. I love the variety of courses, many practical, and all richly illustrated. They have inspired many ideas that I've applied in practice, and in my own teaching. Mary G.,
Urban Planner I love the variety of courses, many practical, and all richly illustrated. They have inspired many ideas that I've applied in practice, and in my own teaching. Mary G., Urban Planner



