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How	to	remove	the	password	from	a	document

Removing	Passwords	from	PDFs	on	Windows	and	macOS	=====================================================	To	remove	passwords	from	PDFs	on	Windows,	open	the	PDF	and	press	Ctrl+P.	Then,	select	"Save	as	PDF"	as	your	printer.	On	macOS,	open	the	PDF	in	Preview,	press	Command+P	to	open	the	print
dialogue,	then	click	"PDF"	at	the	bottom	and	select	"Save	as	PDF".	Alternatively,	you	can	use	third-party	software	or	built-in	tools	like	Save	as	PDF	or	Print	to	PDF	to	remove	passwords	from	encrypted	PDFs.	For	those	with	Adobe	Acrobat	Pro	subscriptions,	opening	the	password-protected	PDF	and	navigating	to	Menu	>	Protection	>	Security,	then
selecting	"No	Security"	from	the	Security	Method	drop-down	menu	will	also	work.	However,	this	method	may	not	be	effective	for	all	types	of	PDF	encryption.	Using	Save	as	PDF	or	Print	to	PDF	---------------------------------	This	method	involves	printing	the	PDF	to	a	new	PDF	file.	This	trick	works	if	the	PDF	doesn't	have	any	printing	restrictions	and	can	be
easily	replicated	without	requiring	the	password.	You	want	to	bypass	a	PDF's	password	protection	but	realize	there	isn't	an	easy	way,	and	even	methods	that	do	exist	might	be	against	the	law	if	you	don't	own	the	PDF.	Have	you	ever	been	locked	out	of	your	own	document?	It	can	be	frustrating!	But	don't	worry,	we'll	show	you	how	to	unlock	a	Word
document	without	a	password	in	just	a	few	simple	steps.	First,	let's	get	one	thing	straight	-	we're	not	going	to	try	and	guess	or	brute-force	the	password.	Instead,	we'll	change	the	file	format	of	the	Word	document	to	remove	the	password	protection.	It	sounds	complicated	but	trust	us,	it's	easier	than	you	think!	Here	are	the	steps:	1.	Change	the	file
extension	from	.docx	to	.zip.	This	might	sound	strange,	but	by	doing	so,	you're	telling	your	computer	that	this	file	is	actually	a	compressed	folder	rather	than	a	Word	document.	2.	Extract	the	contents	of	the	.zip	file.	Right-click	on	it	and	select	'Extract	All'.	This	will	unpack	all	the	files	that	make	up	your	Word	document.	3.	Edit	the	settings.xml	file	using
a	text	editor	like	Notepad	or	TextEdit.	Find	the	tag	in	this	file	and	remove	it	entirely.	Save	and	close	the	file.	4.	Zip	the	contents	back	up	by	selecting	all	the	extracted	files	and	right-clicking,	then	choosing	'Send	to	>	Compressed	(zipped)	folder'.	5.	Change	the	file	extension	back	to	.docx.	This	will	tell	your	computer	that	the	file	is	once	again	a	Word
document	but	this	time	without	password	protection.	6.	After	completing	these	steps,	you	should	be	able	to	open	your	Word	document	without	any	password	prompts.	Some	final	tips:	make	sure	to	keep	a	copy	of	your	original	document	just	in	case	something	goes	wrong,	use	a	good	zip	program	to	extract	and	compress	files,	and	always	edit	the
settings.xml	file	using	a	text	editor	rather	than	a	Word	processor.	Looking	to	unlock	a	password-protected	Word	document?	This	method	works	best	with	versions	from	2007	and	later	but	may	require	adjustments	for	earlier	versions.	To	avoid	damaging	your	file,	it's	recommended	to	make	a	backup	first.	Some	systems	have	restrictions	on	changing	file
extensions,	so	you	might	need	special	permissions	or	settings	adjustments	to	succeed.	When	working	with	others'	files	without	permission,	be	cautious	of	potential	legal	issues.	The	steps	involve	modifying	the	file	extension	to	.zip,	extracting	its	contents,	editing	'settings.xml',	removing	the	tag,	and	then	zipping	everything	back	up.
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